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City of Northampton Named One of  
“America’s Best Towns to Visit” by CNN 

 

NORTHAMPTON, MA – The international news network CNN has named Northampton the No. 8 pick on 

its newly released list of “America’s Best Towns to Visit, 2025.” The feature, written by CNN reporter 

Jeanne Bonner, highlights the city's vibrant downtown, local flavor, inclusive culture, and independent 

spirit. CNN evaluated hundreds of communities across the country, selecting just ten based on criteria 

including cultural life, dining, nightlife, diversity, identity, and overall charm. 

 

Bonner writes that “Northampton is No. 8 thanks to its lively downtown, diversity, local flavors and 

independent spirit,” noting the city’s unique blend of New England charm and cosmopolitan sensibility.  

They especially enjoyed the city’s unofficial 

motto by noting that Northampton appreciates 

strong women — and strong coffee." 

 

Mayor Gina-Louise Sciarra responded to the 

recognition:  “It’s always rewarding when 

others see what makes Northampton special. 

This is a community full of creativity, passion, 

and welcoming people—and it shows in our 

culture, our businesses, and our public spaces. 

We’re proud to be a place that both visitors 

and residents love to explore. I enthusiastically thank CNN for celebrating us in this very select list and 

welcome all to come enjoy Northampton!” 

 

The whole story about Northampton can be found here.   

 

The full list and more details are available to view and link to here.  

 

For more information, contact the Mayor’s Office at 413-587-1249 or mayor@northamptonma.gov. 
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