MAYOR GINA-LOUISE SCIARRA

City of Northampton
Office of the Mayor
210 Main Street Room 12
Northampton, MA 01060-3199
(413) 587-1249 Fax: (413) 587-1275
mayor@northamptonma.gov

For Immediate Release - September 15, 2023

Northampton Releases Municipal Broadband Study;
Community Forum Wednesday 9/20/23 at 6:30 pm

NORTHAMPTON - Mayor Gina-Louise Sciarra has released the Broadband Feasibility Study, prepared by
Design Nine, Inc. A presentation and community discussion of the findings are scheduled for
Wednesday, September 20, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. The community forum will take place in the City Council
Chambers, 212 Main Street, and will also be accessible via Zoom at tinyurl.com/en6fb5x8.

"We've received the feasibility report and analyzed the data, providing us with a clearer roadmap for
exploring municipal broadband. There's much to consider regarding our next steps," shared Mayor
Sciarra. "l look forward to engaging with the community in a substantive dialogue about the
possibilities and challenges of building municipal broadband in Northampton. The conversation begins
next Wednesday at 6:30 p.m."

The publication of this report marks a significant milestone in our ongoing inquiry into municipal
broadband, initiated in the summer of 2016. At that time, the City of Northampton engaged Percipio
Industries, LLC, to evaluate the city's existing fiber network for possible expansion. Following Percipio's
recommendation to conduct further study, the city allocated $70,000 over two years for professional
market and technical feasibility studies, as outlined in former Mayor Narkewicz's FY2020-FY2024
Capital Improvement Program.

In 2020, Design Nine was enlisted to conduct these comprehensive studies. Concurrently and as
required, the Northampton City Council endorsed the formation of a municipal light plant in successive
fiscal years, which would allow the legal framework needed to create a municipal network. In the
November 2021 election, the voters expressed their overwhelming public support, with 91.3% of those
who voted on this referendum, voting in favor of exploring a municipal light plant.

Design Nine was founded in 1987 by Andrew Cohill to provide technology advice and services to
community, business, and public clients. Design Nine is one of the very few firms in the United States

with experience in the design, construction, and operation of open-access broadband networks.

For more information, contact the Mayor’s Office at 413-587-1249 or mayor@northamptonma.gov.
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