City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS
In the City Council, May 5 2022
Upon the Recommendation of Mayor Gina-Louise Sciarra, Councilor Jamila Gore,
Councilor Marianne LaBarge, and Councilor Rachel Maiore
R-22.103
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE EDWARD P. BOLAND DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL CENTER IN LEEDS, MA

WHEREAS, America’s Veterans have sacrificed their safety and well-being to serve our
country and community and deserve our utmost support and respect;
WHEREAS, the United States Veterans Bureau opened a neuropsychiatric and medical
hospital at 421 Main Street in Leeds on what is known as Bear Hill in May 1924 to fulfill
our nation’s sacred obligation to care for Veterans and in a manner described by then
President Calvin Coolidge of Northampton as “no duty imposed upon us of greater
importance than prompt and adequate care of our disabled.”; and
WHEREAS, the City of Northampton has nurtured its relationship over these many
years with the federal government to ensure the medical staff in Leeds receives the best
support and is today proud of the thousands of Northampton residents who, since 1924,
have served on the grounds of the Edward P. Boland Department of Veterans Affairs
Medical Center and in all capacities in providing the highest standard of care and
services to Veterans and beneficiaries; and
WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs in Washington D.C. in March 2022
announced its recommendations to the federal Asset and Infrastructure Review (AIR)
Commission to close the VA Medical Center in Leeds, a deeply flawed recommendation
that is not based on the current and significant demonstrated needs of our Veterans and
is in no way consistent with the VA’s own core values of integrity, commitment,
advocacy, respect, and excellence; and
WHEREAS, any reduction in services on the VA Leeds campus will have a profoundly
negative impact on the more than 80,000 Veterans who live in our rural region of central
and western Massachusetts, forcing Veterans to travel further and jeopardizing the care

1. Boston Globe, Mass. still short on transportation funding, report says

