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Housing Partnership Subcommittee on Rental Barriers
5:30 PM, Wednesday August 12, 2020
Zoom Meeting

In Attendance: Carmen Junno, Gordon Shaw, Hannah Shafer
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Call to order at 5:00 p.m. 
2. First meeting, no minutes. 
3. No public comments taken.
4. Rental Agencies in Northampton: charge large broker fees to the renter, even though the service is being provided to the landlord;  some charge application fees which may be illegal; possibly a process that may be screening out families with children, i.e., due to lead paint issues; possibly screening out Section 8 due to all the above.
5. Gordon Shaw mentioned that Mass Fair Housing Center is currently working on a plan to address barriers to rental housing in Northampton, and they may want to attend a Partnership Meeting to share information.
6. Discussed Section 8 recipients as having additional complications with renting, with LL facing code inspections and possibly discriminating due to this. We acknowledged that lead paint abatement is costly for the LL.
7. We discussed the decision early this year in NY, where the city’s Department of State upended the rental market with a law that placed all broker fees on the LL’s shoulders. Could Northampton City Council make such a decision for our city?
8. We would like to start with doing some education for the community in the form of an op-ed about rental barriers, as outlined above. We’ll bring this idea and specifics to our Sept 14 Partnership meeting.
9. Adjourn at 5:45 p.m. 
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