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Housing Partnership
5:30 PM, Monday August 3, 2020
Zoom Meeting
Members
	Rev. Todd Weir, Chair X
	Edgardo Cancel
	Vacant

	Gordon Shaw, Vice Chair X
	Carmen Junno  X
	Vacant

	Richard Abuza X
	Rebecca Lockwood
	Vacant

	Julio Alves X
	Jim Reis X
	Staff: Keith Benoit



1. Self-introductions of all members and Valley CDC. 
2. No public comments. 
3. July 6, 2020 minutes- The Partnership approved unanimously by roll call vote of voting members upon motion by  Jim Reis and second by Carmen Junno.
4. Introductions and updates by Jane Loechler and Donna Cabana of Valley CDC. They discussed possible upcoming projects:
· 	Jane Loechler talked about working in Northampton and taking on her new role. Sargeant House is opened up, very proud of their work as minority partner with Way Finders. Valley CDC wants to be a major partner in a new project, possibly old elder housing on Bridge Road, doing their due diligence now for the project. Just did a site visit. Interested in responding to the Laurel Street RFP as well. Thanked the City for being a great partner. Dee Diced worked on small business grants for Covid. 
· Donna Cabana updated about the Valley CDC on first time homebuyers program. Program has been hit hard with Covid, less people using the grant. People are being outbid other buyers coming into Northampton. The 80% numbers for HUD went down, and Valley CDC is considering using CPA funds instead of CDBG funds. 
· Jim Reiss implored them to keep CPA funds as an option because the number of funds allocated to Northampton is lower than in other communities.  
· Todd Weir reminded the Partnership is advisory, but it is an important role to get the support for housing. 
5. Wayne Feiden gave update on Woodland Drive meeting on August 4th, 2020 and the Partnership discussed having members present there. 
· 	This is a small project. Most housing is rental and close to downtown and near buses. But this is a homeownership for first time homebuyers. The City has worked a lot with Pioneer Valley Habitat for Humanity. The last public meeting in May and there was lots of pushback from the community. What is the role of advocacy for the Housing Partnership? Wayne Feiden lobbied for the Partnership to come and give support. 
· Jim Reiss said yes we should send someone. Carmen Junno said she would go for the Housing Partnership and speak. She said that Richard Abuza said that he would drop in to the meeting as well. 
6. Keith Benoit gave quick update on status of 811 Vouchers & Community Support Services from CHD and the Partnerships roll in helping these two programs along. 
· 	Jim Reiss asked for clarification on Community Action and Way Finders ability to administer. 
7. Gordon Shaw gave a brief summary of the ‘no eviction laws’ in Massachusetts. 
· State stopped evictions that would expire on August 19 and it was extended to October 17. No new cases can be filed. There was a case in Boston last week that may impact this moratorium. 
· The pandemic has limited the access to the courts. 90% of court dates are happening online over Zoom and that is hurting low income community. The digital divide is real.  
· There is lots of money through the Cares Act. Carmen Junno asked if this applied to undocumented. 
8. The Partnership discussed possible new membership of Ace Tayloe and Hannah Shaffer and removing Rebecca Lockwood. 
· 	Rev. Todd Weir asked what it would look like for new members. 
· Jim Reiss asked about how to remove Rebecca Lockwood. Keith Benoit will look into City code and how to proceed. Get Mayor to sign 
9. Discussed next steps from the assessment of fair housing. 
· 	Todd Weir asked how we prioritized the action steps to the Fair Housing Assessment. 
· Carmen Junno discussed her frustration with using private rental agencies. She discussed writing a op-ed. 
· Ace Tayloe said that the RentNoho does not charge landlords but offers a free service. They said maybe a free listing / alternative that could make listing of available rentals. 
· Julio Alves did not think landlords would be responsive to op-eds. RentNOHO job is to screen the tenants. 
· Todd Weir proposed a sub-committee to tackle this issue. Further discussion on rules of open meeting laws and compliance with subcommittee. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Hannah Schaffer suggested exploring banning broker’s fees like NYC has done. 
· Jim Reiss discussed having NHA people at the next meeting to discuss preference and Area FMR. Invite Cara Clipper and Marilyn Richards to the next meeting. 
10. Next meeting: The Partnership decided to discuss: 
· Invite housing authority 
· Private landlords fees
· Vote on new officers 
11. Adjourn at 7:01 PM unanimously upon motion by Richard Abuzza and second by Julio Alves with a roll call vote. 
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