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CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
Northampton, Massachusetts
_______________
Roll Call

A regular meeting of the City Council was called to order by Council President James Nash
at 7:01 p.m. Upon a roll call, the following City Councilors were present:
At-Large Councilor Marissa Elkins
Ward 1 Councilor Stanley Moulton, III
Ward 3 Councilor James Nash
Ward 5 Councilor Alexander Jarrett
Ward 7 Councilor Rachel Maiore

At-Large Councilor Jamila Gore
Ward 2 Councilor Karen Foster
Ward 4 Councilor Garrick Perry
Ward 6 Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

Announcement that
Meeting Audio/Video
Recorded

Councilor Nash announced that the meeting was being audio and video recorded and
explained the procedure he would use in conducting the public hearings.

Public Hearings

Public Hearings

Public Hearing on
22.081 National
Grid Pole Petition
for One (JO) Pole
on Clark St.
(Petition #
30481354)

Public Hearing on 22.081 National Grid Pole Petition for One (JO) Pole on Clark St.
(Petition # 30481354)
Councilor Nash read the legal notice.
Councilor Jarrett moved to open the public hearing. Councilor Perry seconded. The
motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. The hearing was opened at 7:08 p.m.
No one was present to speak on behalf of National Grid.
There being no National Grid representative present, Councilor Maiore moved to close the
public hearing. Councilor LaBarge seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by
roll call vote. The hearing was closed at 7:11 p.m.

Announcements
from Councilors &
the Mayor

Announcements from Councilors & the Mayor

As chair of the Finance Committee, Councilor Maiore announced the line-up of departmental
presentations for the FY2023 budget hearings Tuesday, May 31st and Wednesday, June 1st
at 6 p.m. On Tuesday, councilors will be hearing from and discussing the budgets of the
Central Services Department, Fire/Rescue, Department of Public Works (DPW), Health and
Human Services and the Department of Community Care, and on Wednesday, they will be
hearing from Northampton Public Schools and the Northampton Police Department.

Councilor Nash announced the appointments to the City Council Select Committee to Study
Barriers to Serving on City Boards and Commissions. His appointments are Susan
MacDonald-Bolanos, Cynthia Soupis, Javier Luengo-Garrido, Jamila Gore, Garrick Perry,
Gwenevra Nabad and Janna White.
He and Councilor Foster are super happy with this group of people who represent the health
department, Planning Board, Human Rights Commission, American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU), City Council and someone who lives in public housing, and he is very excited about
the recommendations they’re going to come up with.
Councilor Perry noted that ‘Summer on Strong’ has officially begun. It was an amazing
addition to the city last year and gained regional attention. He is excited city government has
decided to chip in and expand not only the musical calendar but also some of the accoutrements. He encouraged people to come down to enjoy local food, good times and great
music.
Public Hearings Public Hearings (cont.)
(cont.) Public Hearing on Administrative Order
Councilor Nash read the following announcement:
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Public Hearing - BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL, the Northampton City Council will hold a Public
Administrative Hearing by remote participation on Thursday, May 19, 2022 at 7:15 p.m. The City Council
Order will consider proposed amendments to the City of Northampton Administrative
Code, Part I Administrative Organization, Section 3.0 Health and Human Services
Division and Part II Multi-Member Appointive Organization, Section 12.0, Health, Board
of.
Councilor Moulton moved to open the public hearing. Councilor Perry seconded. The
motion carried 8:0 by roll call vote with Councilor Maiore absent. The public hearing
opened at 7:17 p.m.
This Administrative Order was introduced at the last meeting and they had a pretty extensive
discussion, Mayor Sciarra reminded. The order is restructuring the health department as the
Health and Human Services Department (DHHS) and establishing the Community Care
Department within DHHS. She introduced Assistant Health Director Michelle Farry and
Implementation Director Sean Donovan.
Since they had such an extensive conversation last time, she offered to entertain questions.
Councilor Nash asked if councilors had any questions about the proposal. There being none,
he opened the floor to comments from residents
There being none, Councilor LaBarge moved to close the public hearing. Councilor
Moulton seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. The hearing
was closed at 7:20 p.m.
Mayor Sciarra and Councilor Nash thanked Michelle Farry and Sean Donovan for their
presence and hard work in moving this forward. Councilor Nash voiced his perception that
the lack of public input reflects the high degree of support for this measure.
Public Comment

Public Comment
Councilor Nash opened the floor to public comment.
John Paradis of Ward 4 spoke in favor of Resolution 22.103, which calls on the federal
government to keep the VA Medical Center in Leeds open and to fight any move to further
privatize veterans’ health care. As a veteran with service-connected disabilities, he relies on
the VA Medical Center for his primary care and to coordinate all his special care needs,
which are extensive. The recommendation to close the Northampton VA would be
devastating to him and his family. As it is now, there are specialists who are not available in
Leeds so he already must travel to West Haven, CT to meet with VA specialists. He has a
vehicle and the means to get to and from appointments but he knows from working with
many veterans over the years how much of a hardship it is for some veterans to travel long
distances for care. If the Leeds facility closes, veterans would be expected to get their care
at other locations and, to them, that is unacceptable. He particularly worries about the
veterans who reside at Soldier On, combat veterans who have seen the great transformation
up in Leeds with the PTSD ward and other service-related mental health programs and those
who have told him over the years that the VA saved their lives. He thanked the mayor, Steve
Connor and the city councilors who joined Senator McGovern at the listening session last
month. This resolution is much needed.
Ace Tayloe of Ward 3, a member of the Northampton Housing Partnership and a
homeowner and landlord in Northampton, spoke in support of the bill to ban brokers’ fees for
tenants in Northampton. Landlords are the ones who are equipped to bear the burden of
brokers’ fees, he suggested. In most parts of the country, landlords are the ones that do pay;
in fact, this practice is so standard that the tax code allows landlords to write off these fees. It
places a very unfair burden on tenants, and the right and just thing to do is to pass this order
to relieve tenants of this fee. He also spoke in favor of the ranked choice voting measure
because he thinks it is something that will aid in public engagement and make it easier and
more friendly to vote.
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Hannah Shaffer, a renter in Ward 5 and member of the housing partnership, spoke in favor
of the home rule petition to prohibit landlords and brokers from requiring tenants to pay
brokers’ fees. The ‘Unlocking Opportunities’ study which looked at barriers to housing
conducted in 2019 identified that at least two-thirds of Northampton rentals are owned by
rental agencies locally. Most require first, last, security and a broker’s fee of 60% of one
month’s rent. Rent Noho provides a wonderful service for landlords, but elsewhere in the
country it’s not considered normal for this fee to be shouldered by tenants. She thinks Rent
Noho provides a valuable service but just doesn’t think tenants should be paying for that
service.
Spencer Fox Peterson of Holyoke said he was calling to voice support for banning brokers’
fees for renting. It is already hard enough for people to achieve the American dream in the
United States with housing prices so at the very least, they should make it easier to qualify.
This would be an excellent step. He owns his own home, lives in Holyoke and works out of
Northampton. He has been a renter and very often renters are disregarded politically or with
resources.
On an unrelated matter, he said he would like the City Council to address the accusations
leveled against Officer Borawski of the Northampton Police Department. He has a laundry
list of complaints which are all public knowledge and has cost the city lots of money. He
encouraged people to google Officer Borawski. The Shoestring recently wrote an article on
him and detailed his past issues. He encouraged them to look into what happened while he
was arresting someone. He knows the DA said they’re not investigating it, but that doesn’t
mean anything. He asked them to please, please take this seriously.
Shelbyyy Lee said she is in favor of the efforts of Northampton government to keep the VA
open. Her spouse receives the majority of his medical care through the VA. She also has
disabilities and he is her primary caregiver, so if he had to go to Boston or Springfield which
would be the closest locations for care, it would impact both of their abilities to receive their
current health services and add a significant financial burden because of gas prices. She is
also in favor of banning broker’s fees. She is also a renter and has worked with Rent Noho.
Anytime she had to work with them they knew nothing about the properties and couldn’t
answer basic questions such as who the internet provider was. One time she showed up to
view a listing and had to walk up a snowy unplowed driveway with a five-year old child to see
what was supposed to be a two-bedroom and one of the bedrooms was a closet. They really
don’t provide any services to the tenant.
Lauren Rollins of Ward 2 introduced herself as a three-time renter in Northampton and
founding president of the Western MA Policy Center, a non-profit public policy, training and
research organization rooted not in political ideology but in pragmatic solutions to persistent
local and regional policy problems. They essentially seek to do the greatest good for the
greatest number of people and that is why the brokers’ fee is of special interest to them. Last
month’s public hearing demonstrated that the broker’s fee benefits only a small number of
people – landlords and brokers. It allows individuals to double dip if they are both a landlord
and an owner of a company that collects the fee. A quick search of Rent Noho’s reviews
reveals a series of egregious complaints from the very tenant customers they claim to serve.
The fact that Rent Noho isn’t out of business is an Econ 101 sign that anti-competitive
behavior is occurring. Currently renters are a captive market. They’re forced to pay for a
service that someone else has chosen and contracted and can’t shop around without
forgoing a particular unit in a market with severely-limited inventory. This effectively functions
as a monopoly. The current system is shielding a bad business model from failure and
stifling diversity, accessibility and affordability in Northampton’s housing market. For that
reason, they urge them to approve the amendments and vote in favor of the home rule
petition.
Joshua Feldman, Ward 3, a school counselor at Bridge Street School where he has two
kids enrolled currently and a third coming into kindergarten, said he is looking forward to the
budget conversation this evening. He would love to raise up education as a top priority for
the city. He thinks all boats will rise if they continue to support their great schools. In the
coming year and years they have a budget challenge ahead of them with state funding not
necessarily covering what they’re going to need for the schools. He encouraged all to
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support their great schools and great principals who are doing incredible things with scarce
resources.
Hannah Fleischmann spoke in support of banning broker’s fees. One other argument she
knows landlords are making is that it would just cause rents to go up but she noted this
would be less harmful than charging the broker fee. Anyone living paycheck to paycheck
knows that it is easier to spread out a cost over time than to pay it all at once.
Presentations
FY2023 Budget
Message

Presentations
FY2023 Budget Message
Mayor Sciarra introduced her budget message by explaining that it is an important part of the
budget process and actually stipulated by the charter. She read aloud the Fiscal Year 2023
Budget Message. [See attachment to master version of minutes.]
Following her presentation, Councilor Nash noted that this is a presentation of and opening
to their budget discussion; it is not a time for them to go into a lot of questions. They have
financial orders later in this meeting and that will be the time when they can begin to discuss
the details of the FY2023 budget.
Councilor LaBarge thanked the mayor for such a full, detailed presentation, adding that she
is so impressed with the cover and thinks it is just wonderful. She expressed her belief that
the wording came right from her heart. “I know you care and you will help in any way as our
mayor,” she stressed.
Councilor Nash said it was a great message.
Mayor Sciarra said she looked forward to the budget hearings and any questions they had
on May 31st and June 1st. Councilor Nash reiterated that the council will be holding public
hearings on May 31st and June 1st starting at 6 p.m. In the meantime, councilors are
available for phone calls, chats over coffee and email discussions and he encouraged
residents to reach out to them.

Recess

Recess
At 8:08 p.m., the council recessed for the City Services Committee meeting. The
council reconvened at 8:26 p.m.

Orders

Orders

22.107 Order
Opting out of
Mosquito Control
Spraying
Conducted by the
State Reclamation
and Mosquito
Control Board - 1st
reading

22.107 An Order Opting out of Mosquito Control Spraying Conducted by the State
Reclamation and Mosquito Control Board - 1st reading
Councilor Nash took order 22.107 out of order. He read the order aloud and offered
members of the public the opportunity to speak. No one spoke.
As background, Councilor Nash noted that they opted out last year and received a lot of
public comment [in support] as well as jumping through a lot of hurdles to make it happen.
He is recommending doing this again.
The issue with aerial spraying is that it’s nondiscriminatory; it kills everything that it punches,
Councilor Maiore elaborated. She said she would strongly encourage her fellow councilors to
support opting out so that they as a municipality have control over what happens in their city.
Councilor Jarrett recognized Councilor Maiore’s work from last year to make this happen and
her continued initiative. For him, he’s really following the lead of the Board of Health. He
trusts their recommendations and will support this.
Councilor Elkins moved to suspend the rules to allow a second reading. Councilor
Jarrett seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
Councilor Jarrett moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor LaBarge
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
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The following order passed final reading:

Passed final reading and enrolled.
Recess

Recess

Orders (cont.)

Orders (cont.)

22.043 Order for
Special Legislation
to Prohibit
Landlords and
Brokers from
Requiring Brokers'
Commissions to
be Paid by a
Tenant or
Prospective
Tenant - 2nd
reading

At 8:35 p.m., the City Council recessed for 10 minutes. At 8:46 p.m., the council
reconvened.

22.043 An Order for Special Legislation to Prohibit Landlords and Brokers from
Requiring Brokers' Commissions to be Paid by a Tenant or Prospective Tenant - 2nd
reading
Councilor Nash reviewed the legislative history, noting that he thinks everybody is pretty
familiar with the legislation.
He asked Councilor Jarrett to run through the proposed amendments.
Councilor Jarrett reviewed the amendments. He wants to make absolutely clear that this is
just about the fee, not about preventing brokers from doing their business, he said.
Councilor Jarrett moved to approve the order in final reading as amended. Councilor
Perry seconded.
Councilor Jarrett thanked all of the bodies this was referred to: the Northampton Housing
Partnership (NHP), Community Resources and Legislative Matters. He thanked the housing
partnership for shepherding and initiating the Home Rule petition in the first place and
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Councilor Perry for chairing the excellent public forum. It was over two hours and they heard
from a wide variety of viewpoints. Finally, he thanked the mayor for her co-sponsorship.
He has gone out and met with brokers and listened to landlords and tenants and believes
this is a good path forward, Councilor Jarrett reported. The fair housing report has a number
of other recommendations he hopes they will also take up.
Councilor Maiore thanked Councilor Jarrett and the mayor and expressed appreciation for
the order’s tireless advocates, Ace Tayloe and Hannah Shaffer. The ’’Unlocking Opportunity’
report and work that it informed it really gave this legs. She also thanked the public. She
thought they had some very thoughtful, nuanced discussions. She encouraged everyone to
keep engaged as this is a long process and it will take a little more muscle to get it through.
Councilor Moulton said he too listened to the two hours of very illuminating testimony, read
all of the correspondence received and talked to landlords and tenants. He thinks tonight
they are really representing a group - tenants - who don’t always have a voice, some of
whom are the most vulnerable in the community. He thinks it is a small step they can take to
attempt to level the playing field of the housing marketplace and that’s why he is in support.
Councilor Gore reiterated what everyone else said. As a tenant, she thinks this home rule
petition is really needed, especially in their city where they have this broker fee issue. Broker
fees have been a barrier to her for housing in the past and she knows it is definitely a barrier
to housing for people.
Councilor Foster thanked the sponsors and expressed her gratitude for the public process
and the amount of opportunities folks had to weigh in. As brought up earlier, these fees may
be rolled into the rent but it’s really the upfront costs that are such a tremendous barrier.
Councilor LaBarge thanked the sponsors. “We are in dire need of having this order coming in
front of us,” she agreed. They have heard for she doesn’t know how long how it is so
expensive to rent in the city of Northampton. “This is the right way to go.”
Councilor Perry said he thinks it is a very important step in the right direction to add diversity
to the community here in Northampton. He is proud to be part of this council because they
are trying to be proactive and attack the situation from as many angles as possible. As a
renter himself, this hits close to home. Listening to the hours of comments showed him the
different angles. It does not just affect people moving in; these fees have been keeping
people in situations because they don’t want to find another place.
The thing that really stood out to him is that the range of services brokers bring to the table
are really in service to the property owner, the person leasing the apartment, Councilor Nash
observed. It struck him that they are paying someone to show the apartment and do a credit
history, etc. This is not in service to the tenant; it is in service to the person looking to rent
the apartment. He thinks this properly resides on the side of the table of the landlord and that
is the practice most everywhere else in the country. It gets back to the scarcity of apartments
and housing. He thinks this is actually an economic correction; the landlord really should be
paying for this.
Ace made the terrific point that, in terms of the bigger picture, it is a cost center for someone
who owns the property and they can write it off. For someone looking to rent, they don’t have
a cost center for this, he added.
Councilor Maiore added that part of having a healthy community is having people reasonably
able to stay in the community they love.
Councilor Jarrett noted that this now goes to the mayor to forward to the state. Mayor Sciarra
confirmed they will forward this home rule petition. She thanked them for making the point
that their job is not done, they now have to get the legislature to approve this. As soon as
they know how to engage in that process, they will let them know.
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
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The following order passed final reading:
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Special Legislation
Relative To
Ranked Choice
Voting In The City
Of Northampton –
2nd reading

Approved June 16, 2022

Passed final reading and enrolled.

22.072 An Order For Special Legislation Relative To Ranked Choice Voting In The City
Of Northampton – 2nd reading
Councilor Nash reviewed the history, stating that he thinks they are all relatively familiar with
the proposal.
Councilor Moulton moved to approve the order. Councilor LaBarge seconded.
Briefly, an underlying theme of the work of the Charter Review Committee in 2019 was to
encourage an expanded electorate, make it easier to vote in Northampton and increase
diversity in municipal government, Councilor Moulton reminded. He believes the use of
ranked choice voting in other communities suggests those goals will be met by adopting
ranked choice voting. He appreciates the hard work the committee chaired by Bob Boulrice
and Cathy Kay put in. The recommendation that they adopt a system that will keep
everyone’s vote in the running through the entire process is a correct one. This is the last
piece of the work of the Charter Review Committee and he urges its adoption.
Councilor Jarrett seconded all of that, acknowledging that it is complicated but that it makes
great sense once you understand it. A lot of their work will be making sure people do understand it. He clarified that they are moving the ‘redlined’ version of the order because the
other version does not contain the amendments.
Mayor Sciarra offered heartfelt thanks for all the work that went into this so that the city can
put forward a strong home rule petition.
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Councilor Foster chimed in with her gratitude to the committee. It was a lot of nitty gritty to
hone in on to determine how the process would work. The next step after the home rule
petition will be educating the community, she confirmed. She has confidence they can do this
and that voters will be interested and engaged. She does think this will improve elections in
Northampton.
And save money, Councilor Maiore added. They won’t have to have run-offs and primaries,
etc. so this is another compelling reason.
Councilor Nash thanked everyone, especially Bob Boulrice. This is the last item former At
Large Councilor Bill Dwight had his fingerprints on, he pointed out. It is a great way to send
Bill into his retirement. He is going to vote to approve.
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
The following order passed final reading:
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Passed final reading and enrolled.
As with the previous order, this will go to the mayor’s office and the mayor’s office will send it
off to the statehouse, Councilor Nash advised.
Consent Agenda

Consent Agenda

Councilor Nash reviewed the items on the consent agenda, noting that he was removing the
item to approve the pole petition for Clark Street since they were not able to hold the
required public hearing. Councilor Jarret said he would like to remove the appointment of
Patrick McCarthy as Central Services Director.
There being no further removals, Councilor Foster moved approval of the consent
agenda. Councilor Perry seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call
vote.
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The following items were approved as part of the consent agenda:
A. Minutes of March 17, 2022, March 31, 2022 and April 14, 2022
B. 22.095 An Order to Appropriate CPA Funds for Shepherd Barn Historic
Preservation Project - 2nd reading
C. 22.096 An Order to Appropriate $664,068 in CPA Funds to Valley CDC for Prospect
Place Housing Project - 2nd reading
D. 22.097 An Order to Acquire Property Located on Sylvester Road - 2nd reading
E. 22.099 An Order to Approve Budgetary Transfers - 2nd Reading
F. 22.100 An Order to Authorize Borrowing $22.5 Million for Sludge Dewatering,
Clarifier, Plant Water System and SCADA Upgrades to the Wastewater Treatment
Plant - 2nd Reading
G. 22.117 Reappointments to Various Committees - for referral to City Services
Board of Assessors
Dennis Nolan, 319 Elm Street, Northampton
Term: July 2022-June 2025
Reappointment
Conservation Commission
Jason Perry, 14 Carolyn Street. Florence
Term: July 2022-June 2025
Reappointment
Northampton Housing Authority Board of Commissioners
JoElla Tabutton Springfield, 81 Conz St., Apt 626, Northampton
Term: July 2022-June 2025
Reappointment

22.102 Appointment of Patrick McCarthy as Central Services Director, positive
recommendation, City Services
Councilor Jarrett said he was recusing himself to remove any question of a conflict of interest
since his business – Pedal People – has a pre-existing contract with Central Services.
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the appointment of Patrick McCarthy as Central
Services Director. Councilor Moulton seconded. The motion carried 8:0 by roll call
vote with Councilor Jarrett recused.
For the text of orders approved as part of the consent agenda, see Financial Orders in 2nd reading.
Financial Orders (in
1st reading)

22.108 Order to
Surplus and
Transfer Property
Located at 196
Cooke Avenue for
Affordable
Housing, Parking
and Conservation 1st reading

Financial Orders (in 1st reading)

22.108 An Order to Surplus and Transfer Property Located at 196 Cooke Avenue for
Affordable Housing, Parking and Conservation - 1st reading
Councilor Nash read the order.
As she’s sure they all know, they’ve now reached an agreement with Smith Vocational and
Agricultural High School (SVAHS) to build an animal control facility on their campus, Mayor
Sciarra reported. The quest for a location for this much-needed facility has been going on for
many, many years. She inherited this quest from her predecessor who tirelessly looked for
sites, including having many conversations with Smith Voke. During the transition, she and
the mayor went through every option for a site and why they were not possibilities, including
the Smith Voke campus. Earlier this year, a breakthrough happened when a property the city
had been interested in for years but considered too expensive became available at what the
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city considered a reasonable cost. She doesn’t need to go into the process that followed
since they all lived it together.
As mayor, she is now a trustee on the board of Smith Vocational. A few days after the
council voted to approve the purchase, while talking to another trustee - Julie Spencer
Robinson – the trustee suggested that with Smith Voke not renewing the lease on the LPN
program and with the interest she was aware of in growing the animal science program and
companion animal concentration, they could perhaps reopen the conversation of having it
there. She reached out to Superintendent Linkenhocker and, after enjoying what she called a
‘magical’ site visit, all agreed it would be a great location. As they reviewed the site, llamas
walked by and beautiful horses walked by on their daily constitutional. All left feeling quite
excited because not only is the location great but it addresses a lot of the concerns with
other locations they have considered.
It is particularly exciting to her because it creates an opportunity for shared use and infrastructure with Smith Vocational since they will be converting one of their buildings to a use
required by the city, and, importantly, there’s a potential for learning opportunities for
students. The trustees held a special meeting April 26th and voted to move forward and, at a
meeting last Tuesday, voted to surplus a portion of the land for school purposes and transfer
its care, custody and control to the city for re-designation as an animal control facility.
On the council’s agenda June 2nd will be an order to assign custody and control of the
surplus parcel for use as an animal control facility, she continued. The order before them
tonight is to surplus some of the lot on Cooke Avenue for affordable or mixed-income
housing. It would be perfect for Habitat for Humanity (H4H) units but they actually have been
creating more lots than H4H can develop. Her preference would be for it to be affordable
housing. Director Feiden was also present to answer specific questions.
The mayor has come full circle with the animal control facility and the city has gone full circle
on Cooke Avenue, Director Feiden pointed out. When the city first made an offer on Cooke
Avenue a decade ago, it was for exactly what they are talking about now, affordable housing.
It is a good use for the property
In response to a question from Councilor LaBarge, Director Feiden said they are proposing a
minimum of two units and a maximum of four. The priority is tearing down the Moose Lodge,
which creates some liability. His office is moving towards issuing a Request for Proposals
(RFP). Once the building is down they will focus on the next step.
When voting on Cooke Avenue the first time, she was most sold on the city maintaining
access to Fitzgerald Lake and having that land, Councilor Maiore shared. She confirmed for
those listening that the city will work with residents to keep some amount of access and
parking for the conservation area.
It was pretty tremendous news to learn that the conversation with Smith Voke was reopened,
Councilor Foster said. She commended the time and relationship building that went into all of
those things behind the scenes.
She asked what conditions would lead to it being mixed instead of affordable housing, noting
that she has heard a stated preference for it to be affordable.
The mayor mentioned they have been very successful at creating lots and that Habitat hasn’t
been able to keep up, Director Feiden responded. They are looking at different models of
development since it occurred to them that, if the site could accommodate four units, it might
be possible to find a market-rate developer who would build two affordable units and two
market-rate. It’s not as common a model but he wanted to leave that option open.
Councilor Jarrett said it is a wonderful outcome. He wondered if there is an opportunity for an
alternative storm water system such as rain gardens to absorb runoff from the parking lot.
Director Feiden said they are certainly going to look at all those options. The standard for the
Conservation Commission is to have no more peak runoff than there is today. Compacted
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gravel is not that much more permeable than pavement. It will be part of their due diligence
going forward, he assured.
Councilor Moulton agreed this is a great outcome. He thanked the mayor for moving quickly
when the opportunity presented itself to reopen the conversation with Smith Voke. He has
heard no opposition from neighbors to this use. The only lingering concern is the amount of
parking so he’d like assurance that the neighbors will continue to be heard with regard to the
amount of parking.
They certainly want to meet with the neighborhood, Director Feiden assured. They have a
request from the Broad Brook Coalition for 20 spaces. He thinks they are looking a minimum
of 10 and maximum of 20 spaces.
They wouldn’t want to sacrifice a home for someone for parking but do want to keep access
to Fitzgerald Lake, Mayor Sciarra confirmed. “I want to prioritize homes,” she stressed.
Councilor Perry said this really is one of those feel-good stories. As the mayor said, it is one
previous administrations and previous councils worked on. He is glad to see they were able
to ‘stick the landing,’ so to speak. He thinks a lot of effort was really put into listening to
everyone’s feelings. Hopefully everyone knows they are trying to listen to all the concerns.
”It’s a win/win for everyone,” he concluded.
Councilor Gore said she’s really glad for this outcome. She asked about the concern that this
land was native land at one time and whether there would be any acknowledgment of that
going forward.
Certainly, all of Northampton was once native land, Director Feiden said. They’ve been
generally adding acknowledgements to a lot of land. They are not aware that this site had
more settlements than other places in Northampton.
Councilor Nash agreed this is a great outcome. He knows former Mayor David Narkewicz
worked hard to get this over at Smith Voke. He gave a shout out to Julie Spencer Robinson
for reopening that conversation.
Councilor Moulton moved to refer the order to the consent agenda. Councilor LaBarge
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
See minutes of June 2, 2022 for final reading.
22.109 Order to
Acquire Property
Located Off Coles
Meadow Road to
Add to the Broad
Brook-Fitzgerald
Lake Greenway 1st reading

22.109 An Order to Acquire Property Located Off Coles Meadow Road to Add to the
Broad Brook-Fitzgerald Lake Greenway - 1st reading
This is the biggest inholding the city has in this greenway, Director Feiden advised. 80% of
the greenway is south of the Andres property and about 20% is north. It is not posted at
present so it is possible to walk from one area to another but it is a gap in their greenway.
They named it a greenway aspirationally in the hopes that they could one day connect the
two pieces. They made an offer in 2014 and the owner just reached out to them a week and
a half ago to say they’d like to accept it. The estimate is based on $2,000 per acre but they
won’t know the exact acreage until it is surveyed.
The Broad Brook Coalition (BBC) just met last week and generously pledged $15,000 toward
the purchase and they have $10,000 from Community Preservation Act (CPA) funding on
hand so they already have all the money. It is important enough that they think it’s worth
going for.
Councilor LaBarge said she is so happy that those residents came forth. They are looking at
25 acres and filling that gap. She thinks it is very, very critical. “I support this 100%.”
Councilor Jarrett said it’s great to connect these conservation areas all the way to the
Hatfield line. He asked if there is a plan to cross Broad Brook with a trail.
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It’s not known, Director Feiden said. Philosophically, the more active a volunteer group is,
the more the city empowers them to make these decisions, he volunteered. BBC is one of
their most active partners so they would probably let them make this decision.
Councilor LaBarge moved to refer this to the consent agenda. Councilor Jarrett
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
See minutes of June 2, 2022 for final reading.
Recess

Recess
At 9:50 p.m., the City Council took a brief recess. The council reconvened at 9:56 p.m.

Financial Orders (on
2nd reading)

Financial Orders (on 2nd reading)
The following orders were approved as part of the consent agenda.

22.095 Order to
Appropriate CPA
Funds for
Shepherd Barn
Historic
Preservation
Project - 2nd
reading

22.095 An Order to Appropriate CPA Funds for Shepherd Barn Historic Preservation
Project - 2nd reading
The following order was adopted in final reading:

Passed final reading and enrolled.
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Appropriate
$664,068 in CPA
Funds to Valley
CDC for Prospect
Place Housing
Project - 2nd
reading
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22.096 An Order to Appropriate $664,068 in CPA Funds to Valley CDC for Prospect
Place Housing Project - 2nd reading
The following order passed final reading:

Passed final reading and enrolled.
22.097 An Order to Acquire Property Located on Sylvester Road - 2nd reading
The following order passed final reading:
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22.097 Order to
Acquire Property
Located on
Sylvester Road 2nd reading

Passed final reading and enrolled.
22.099 An Order to Approve Budgetary Transfers - 2nd Reading
The following order passed final reading:
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22.099 Order to
Approve
Budgetary
Transfers - 2nd
Reading

Passed final reading and enrolled.
22.100 An Order to Authorize Borrowing $22.5 Million for Sludge Dewatering, Clarifier,
Plant Water System and SCADA Upgrades to the Wastewater Treatment Plant - 2nd
Reading
The following order passed final reading:
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22.100 Order to
Authorize
Borrowing $22.5
Million for Sludge
Dewatering,
Clarifier, Plant
Water System and
SCADA Upgrades
to the Wastewater
Treatment Plant 2nd Reading

Passed final reading and enrolled.

188

May 19, 2022 City Council Minutes

Financial Orders (on
1st reading Continued)

22.111 An Order to
Approve FY2023
General Fund
Budget - 1st
reading
22.112 An Order to
Approve FY 2023
Sewer Enterprise
Fund Budget - 1st
reading
22.113 An Order to
Approve FY 2023
Water Enterprise
Fund Budget - 1st
reading
22.114 An Order to
Approve FY 2023
Solid Waste
Enterprise Fund
Budget - 1st
reading
22.115 An Order to
Approve FY 2023
Stormwater and
Flood Control
Enterprise Fund
Budget - 1st
reading
22.116 An Order to
Approve FY2023
Revolving Funds 1st reading

Financial Orders (On
1st reading –
continued)

22.118 An Order
Authorizing
Acquisition of
Drainage
Easement on
Sherman Avenue 1st reading
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Financial Orders (on 1st reading - Continued)

22.111 An Order to Approve FY2023 General Fund Budget - 1st reading
22.112 An Order to Approve FY 2023 Sewer Enterprise Fund Budget - 1st reading
22.113 An Order to Approve FY 2023 Water Enterprise Fund Budget - 1st reading
22.114 An Order to Approve FY 2023 Solid Waste Enterprise Fund Budget - 1st reading
22.115 An Order to Approve FY 2023 Stormwater and Flood Control Enterprise Fund
Budget - 1st reading
22.116 An Order to Approve FY2023 Revolving Funds - 1st reading
Councilor Nash noted that items #C through #H pertain to the FY2023 budget. He offered to entertain
a motion to refer these orders as a group to the Finance Committee since they will be holding a
public hearing on the budget these orders pertain to.
Councilor Jarrett disclosed that, as a member of the Pedal People Cooperative, he has a

financial interest in decisions related to the Locust Street transfer station which is part of the
Solid Waste Enterprise Fund, so he is going to recuse himself from that vote. For the
General Fund budget, he can’t participate in the Central Services budget because Pedal
People has a pre-existing contract with that department. For the vote on the budget June
2nd, they will divide the question so he can participate but for the referrals that’s not
possible, so he will recuse himself.
He turned off his camera and left the meeting.
Councilor LaBarge moved to send items C – H to the Finance Committee. Councilor
Moulton seconded. The motion carried 8:0 with Councilor Jarrett recused.
See minutes of June 2, 2022 for second reading.

Financial Orders (On 1st reading – continued)

22.118 An Order Authorizing Acquisition of Drainage Easement on Sherman Avenue 1st reading
They are doing a little bit of housekeeping on Sherman Ave as part of the development of the
parcel at #29 and found they have an old ‘center line drain easement’ on this property,
Director LaScaleia explained. It is recorded at the registry but not as clearly defined as they
would like. They like to have a plan with dimensions recorded so they know exactly what the
city’s access looks like and there’s no question of where their utilities are. This order seeks to
formalize an old centerline easement that already exists by defining it in more precise terms.
Sovereign Builders owns the property and the city has been working with their attorney.
Councilor Nash asked if they are expecting to pay some money and Director LaScaleia said
no; it is a voluntary arrangement between the city and the property owner. If the council
votes tonight, they will record the easement at the registry.
Councilor Perry moved to refer the order to the consent agenda. Councilor LaBarge
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
See minutes of June 2, 2022 for second reading.
22.119 An Order to Accept DA Sullivan $10,000 Gift for Public Art Project - Thornes
Marketplace Mural - 1st reading
Councilor Nash read the order.
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Thornes asked the city to partner with them and for the city and arts council to install a mural
on the rear side of Thornes between Thornes and the parking garage to create a more
attractive space, Mayor Sciarra presented. The idea is to create a mural. It’s where the
Tuesday Farmer’s Market is and is an important gathering space. They have been exploring
different funding possibilities and councilors who have been around for a while know that DA
Sullivan has very, very generously made a gift to the city every year of $10,000. The desks in
Council Chambers, the water fountain in Pulaski Park and the digital display and
presentation system at JFK community room are some of the other projects their gifts have
funded.
She offered her sincere thanks to the Sullivans. They are wonderful residents and members
of the community. She hopes the mural will draw more visitors there and draw more attention
to the parking garage.
She has had the opportunity to vote on the acceptance of a couple of their gifts and it is so
generous, Councilor Foster enthused. She sees the mural is going to be under the direction
of the Arts and Culture Department. She asked the process to be used for soliciting
proposals.
He definitely knows Brian Foote has a process planned but he can’t speak in detail about
what it will be, Chief of Staff Alan Wolf responded. He knows they are responsible to have
some kind of process for public projects like this and can get more information.
The DA Sullivans are so caring and heart-warming and very generous to our city, Councilor
LaBarge echoed warmly. They are so appreciated in our city of Northampton.
Councilor LaBarge moved to refer the order to the consent agenda. Councilor Perry
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
See minutes of June 2, 2022 for second reading.

Orders (continued)
22.106 An
Administrative
Order to Amend
the City of
Northampton
Administrative
Code – 2nd
reading

Orders (continued)
22.106 An Administrative Order to Amend the City of Northampton Administrative
Code – 2nd reading
Councilor Foster moved to amend the administrative code as proposed. Councilor
Moulton seconded.
Councilor Jarrett offered thanks to the mayor and health director for really working to hold the
recommendations of the Northampton Policing Review Commission (NPRC) in crafting this.
He asked Implementation Director Sean Donovan where in the structure the recommended
advisory board would be so people with lived experience could weigh in on decisions.
He was present for a lot of NPRC’s meetings and thinks having the perspectives of people
with lived experience is essential for the department, Director Donovan assured. In
collaboration with Michelle and Director O’Leary, they are looking for ways to include
community engagement. One of the things he wants to be thoughtful about are ways people
can be either compensated or honored for their perspective as this was a big talking point
with the NPRC. He and Michelle have been working really diligently to figure out how to use
the funds for FY2022 to work with some consultants he hopes will help with that. He hopes to
be more detailed when they have their budget hearing on the 31st. He wants to make sure
when including people with lived perspectives that they are careful about respecting people’s
time and worth. He knows this is a real challenge in the city right now as there is a committee
looking at barriers to serving on committees and commission. While he would love to tackle
some of the barriers with his appointment as implementation director, he recognizes that
there are some bigger structural barriers for the city as a whole to address.
As someone who has lived experience being in the mental health system and knows it’s
probably a huge part of why he was granted this role, he takes that into a lot of consideration
and thinks it is an important part of how he wants this department to unfold, Mr. Donovan
expressed.
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They are very committed to peer participatory processes, or community voice, Assistant
Health Director Michele Farry confirmed. Community voice is something they have always
worked towards with Hampshire Hope and other programs and they will continue to pursue
all means possible to bring all voices to the table for all work they do, especially with DCC
being a new and emerging program. “We’re going to be informed with what the community
wants and needs and are committed to making sure that happens.” They are looking for
vendors that will maintain and uphold their values and mission.
Councilor Jarrett thanked them and said he looks forward to hearing more May 31st.
When they held the public hearing on the administrative order, it was interesting and
surprising to her to see that no members of the public were there to speak to it and it wasn’t
for lack of knowing it was happening, Councilor Foster shared. She talked to two people in
Ward 2 and they were both wholeheartedly in support of this administrative change. People
she engaged with knew that it was happening and were very supportive. The only question
that has come up is that, with the recommendation coming out of the NPRC to move
responses that don’t need an armed police response to the community care department,
while mental health and health-related services are going to be very significant, she wants to
make sure they are holding on to calls coming in that are not health-related.
They’ve had some initial conversations with the police chief and head of dispatch about
areas of overlap and it does go deeper than health and mental health, Director Donovan
acknowledged. For example, they were talking about disputes, which are a huge part of what
comes through dispatch. They are thinking broader than what is termed so-called ‘mental
health,’ he assured.
While they haven’t yet figured out the best model for an advisory council, he has been
spending extensive time at places like Manna Community Center (the city’s temporary
resilience hub) Touch the Sky, etc. trying to connect with people as far as what they’re
looking for and what they need. He has had some really consistent informal guidance and
wants to think of a way to incorporate that more formally but wants to do so thoughtfully.
She is thrilled she asked this question because they understand there will be a lot of roles
the DCC plays that deviate from the traditional public health realm, Michele Farry added.
There are few times they can’t find a public health intersection with peoples’ lives. There will
be no limitations to what the DCC can and cannot approach as far as their assessment of the
needs and the responses that will result from that. They are extremely excited as they take
this holistic public health lens to look for opportunities and ways to inform other programs
that will intersect in the resilience hub. One of the pieces important for the community to
know is that they will respond to the needs as they are identified without being restrictive.
Mayor Sciarra commented on what an amazing team they are. She is proud and struck by
how remarkable this new innovation is and the passion this team is bringing to it.
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
The following order passed final reading:
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Passed final reading and enrolled.
Zoning Ordinances (Not yet referred)
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22.110 Ordinance
to Rezone 130
Pine Street from
URB to Office
Industrial - 1st
reading
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22.110 An Ordinance to Rezone 130 Pine Street from URB to Office Industrial - 1st
reading
This zoning map amendment is to expand what is currently the Office Industrial (OI) district
which includes old mill buildings around the intersection of Pine and Nonotuck Streets, Office
of Planning and Sustainability Assistant Director Carolyn Misch explained. A few years ago
the City Council amended the zoning ordinance to bring in the old Florence Grammar School
to allow more flexibility of reuse of that historic building. This rezoning is to support the reuse
of the former Florence Congregational Church and the new shared uses envisioned by the
Bombyx arts community which has started to occupy that space. The church immediately
abuts the edge of the OI district.
Rezoning it to OI allows performance space as a use in itself apart from as an accessory use
to a church. The companion piece that goes along with the rezoning is entering into a
development agreement with the Florence Congregational Church and ultimately Bombyx to
permanently protect the historic defining features of the church building itself. As they may
recall, throughout the city they have adopted zoning in residential districts to allow the reuse
of historic church buildings for other uses that are not traditional residential uses in order to
make sure they can maintain these important historic buildings and help them to evolve into
different uses.
Although they could potentially go to the Planning Board under current zoning (URB) they felt
it was important because it abuts a current Office Industrial (OI) district and made more
sense and opened up more uses to rezone it. Any proposed building expansion and parking
would come through the Planning Board for site-specific evaluation and modification through
the public hearing process. The owners are agreeable to permanently protecting the church
building. What they have offered them is a path forward by recording a permanent preservation restriction on the building.
This is in his ward and he just last night met with a number of neighbors to listen to their
concerns and their support, Councilor Jarrett related.
Councilor Jarret moved to refer the rezoning to the Planning Board and Legislative
Matters. Councilor LaBarge seconded.
Councilor Perry said he would like to add Community Resources to the referrals. Councilor
Jarrett said he would accept that as a friendly amendment and Councilor LaBarge agreed.
The amended motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.

Resolutions

R-22.101 Resolution
in Opposition to a
Proposition 22
Clone Ballot
Initiative – 2nd
Reading

Resolutions
R-22.101 A Resolution in Opposition to a Proposition 22 Clone Ballot Initiative – 2nd
Reading
Councilor Jarrett moved to approve the resolution in final reading. Councilor Elkins
seconded.
They are seeing more and more momentum building around this issue, Councilor Jarrett
said. He spoke recently with Owen Zaret, a councilor from Easthampton who sponsored a
resolution there. He is glad the movement to oppose this is increasing.
The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
The following resolution passed final reading:
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Passed final reading and enrolled.
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R-22.103 Resolution in Support of the Edward P. Boland Department of Veterans
Affairs Medical Center in Leeds, Massachusetts – 2nd Reading
Councilor Foster recused herself from this discussion as her employer All Out Adventures
has a financial interest in the Leeds VA.
Councilor Maiore shared a hopeful update. Representative McGovern has been pushing this
and really representing, showing up for the medical center. She quoted from a Masslive
article reporting that, “federal officials used data that did not reflect the increased number of
veterans eligible as of 2019 to access local care outside the VA system. . . The VA lacked a
full understanding of community care providers’ ability to supplement VA care.” McDonald
told McGovern he recognized the serious issues with the data used to make the
recommendations and assured him that the group tasked with making the decision would
have updated data before making their recommendation.
The update is the federal decision-makers didn’t have all the data on the VA Leeds Medical
Center, she clarified. She is feeling cautiously optimistic, she shared.
Councilor Nash said he appreciated sponsors bringing this resolution forward. There is a
groundswell of support, especially within the veterans’ community, to keep this center open.
Councilor Perry moved to approve the resolution in final reading. Councilor LaBarge
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote.
The following resolution passed final reading:
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R-22.103
Resolution in
Support of the
Edward P. Boland
Department of
Veterans Affairs
Medical Center in
Leeds,
Massachusetts –
2nd Reading
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Passed final reading and enrolled.

New Business

None

Adjourn

Councilor LaBarge moved to adjourn. Councilor Foster seconded. The motion passed
unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. The meeting was adjourned at 10:52 p.m.

Attest:____________________________, Administrative Assistant
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EXHIBIT A
List of Documents Reviewed at May 19, 2022 Northampton City Council Meeting:
May 19, 2022 Agenda
22.081 National Grid Pole Petition for One (JO) Pole on Clark St. (Petition # 30481354)
Memo from Greg Newman, Senior Civil Engineer to DPW Director Donna LaScaleia dated April 6, 2022
re: Petition No. 30481354 to install a pole near 541 Ryan Road
22.106 An Administrative Order to Amend the City of Northampton Administrative Code
Administrative Order Message – Letter from Gina-Louise Sciarra to City Council Dated May 3, 2022
Fiscal Year 2023 Budget Message
Minutes of March 17, 2022, March 31, 2022 and April 14, 2022
22.095 An Order to Appropriate CPA Funds for Shepherd Barn Historic Preservation Project
22.096 An Order to Appropriate $664,068 in CPA Funds to Valley CDC for Prospect Place Housing Project
22.097 An Order to Acquire Property Located on Sylvester Road
Survey of Pomeroy Acquisition
22.099 An Order to Approve Budgetary Transfers
22.100 An Order to Authorize Borrowing $22.5 Million for Sludge Dewatering, Clarifier, Plant Water
System and SCADA Upgrades to the Wastewater Treatment Plant
22.102 Appointment of Patrick McCarthy as Central Services Director – Memo from Mayor Gina-Louise
Sciarra to City Council Dated May 2, 2022 re: Appointment of Central Services Director proposing the
appointment of Patrick McCarthy as Central Services Director
22.117 Reappointments to Various Committees – Memo from Mayor Gina-Louise Sciarra to City Council
Dated May 19, 2022 re: Reappointments to Boards, Committees, and Commissions proposing the
reappointment of Dennis Nolan to the Board of Assessors, Jason Perry to the Conservation Commission,
and JoElla Tabutton Springfield to the Northampton Housing Authority Board of Commissioners,
together with Applications for Appointment to Boards, Committees and Commissions
22.108 An Order to Surplus and Transfer Property Located at 196 Cooke Avenue for Affordable Housing,
Parking and Conservation
22.109 An Order to Acquire Property Located Off Coles Meadow Road to Add to the Broad BrookFitzgerald Lake Greenway
22.111 An Order to Approve FY2023 General Fund Budget
22.112 An Order to Approve FY 2023 Sewer Enterprise Fund Budget
22.113 An Order to Approve FY 2023 Water Enterprise Fund Budget
22.114 An Order to Approve FY 2023 Solid Waste Enterprise Fund Budget
22.115 An Order to Approve FY 2023 Stormwater and Flood Control Enterprise Fund Budget
22.116 An Order to Approve FY2023 Revolving Funds
22.118 An Order Authorizing Acquisition of Drainage Easement on Sherman Avenue
Declaration of Drainage Easement
Sherman Avenue Plan
22.119 An Order to Accept DA Sullivan $10,000 Gift for Public Art Project - Thornes Marketplace Mural
22.043 An Order for Special Legislation to Prohibit Landlords and Brokers from Requiring Brokers'
Commissions to be Paid by a Tenant or Prospective Tenant
Solicitor Seewald Opinion
Housing Partnership Recommendation – Letter from Wayne Feiden, FAICP, Director of Planning &
Sustainability On behalf of the Northampton Housing Partnership to City Council Dated March 11, 2022

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

re: 22.043 An Order for Special Legislation to Prohibit Landlords and Brokers from Requiring Brokers'
Commissions to be Paid by a Tenant or Prospective Tenant
22.043 PROPOSED AMENDMENTS to Special Legislation regarding Brokers Fees
22.107 An Order Opting out of Mosquito Control Spraying Conducted by the State Reclamation and
Mosquito Control Board
22.072 An Order For Special Legislation Relative To Ranked Choice Voting In The City Of Northampton
(original and amended)
22.110 An Ordinance to Rezone 130 Pine Street from URB to Office Industrial
22.110 Florence Congregational Church Development Agreement
R-22.101 A Resolution in Opposition to a Proposition 22 Clone Ballot Initiative
R-22.103 Resolution in Support of the Edward P. Boland Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center
in Leeds, Massachusetts

Record of City Council Votes for May 19, 2022
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