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Housing Partnership
5:30 PM, Monday May 11, 2020

Zoom Meeting 

MEMBERSRev. Todd Weir, Chair	
Edgardo Cancel	
Vacant
Gordon Shaw, Vice Chair 
Carmen Junno	
Vacant
Richard Abuza
Rebecca Lockwood
Vacant
Julio Alves	
Jim Reis	
STAFF: Wayne Feiden and Keith Benoit






1. March 2, 2020 minutes- The Partnership approved unanimously upon motion by Jim Reis and second by Carmen Junno.
2. Introductions and discussed transition of Keith Benoit as the Staff person going forward. Two members of the public with no comment. 
3. Project Updates: Wayne Feiden gave a quick update on Village Hill and MassWorks funding. Explained how developers like the City because its ease of regulations.  
4. Funding: Wayne Feiden explained the nuances of CPA, CDBG, and MassWorks funding. Discussed other regulatory tools and financial incentives like TIF, 40R, Airbnb funding (dried up due to Covid-19), and MVP grant. Wayne emphasized that it is important to be telling a story. Led to a discussion on using MVP money to those that are most climate challenged, and housing challenged. 
5. Question arose from Carmen Junno: Can CPA funding be used to for people to pay rent? Yes, (Easthampton is doing it), but Gordon Shaw said that the RAFT program will pay a lot more money per person to pay rent. Discussion lead to how Community Action is using $10,000 CDBG money to create a pilot program to keep people’s current tenancy. Partnership agreed that this is important. 
6. City Housing Projects: Wayne Feiden gave updated on several projects that are in the early stages and asked partnership how involved they would like to be: 1.) Woodland Dr. surplus lot, 2.) Burts Pit Rd. state surplus, 3.) Laurel St. one mile downtown, city wants dense units 4.) Zoning rewrite to create for two-family ADU’s by right  
7. Next meeting: The Partnership decided to discuss the 1.) invite Megan McDonough from PV Habitat to discuss their work pipeline for near future 2.) Follow up with Community Action 3.) Look into RAFT vouchers, and 4.) next steps for the Housing Plan 
8. Adjourn at 7:10 PM via chat function as the audio broke up 
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