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Meeting Minutes of the Committee on Social Services, Veterans, Culture and Recreation

January 21, 2015

4:00, Council Chambers, 212 Main St., Northampton
At 4:00pm Councilor LaBarge called the meeting to order and announced that the meeting would be recorded.  Present were Councilors Marianne LaBarge and Alisa Klein.  Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra arrived at 4:10 pm.
1.  Approval of Committee Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  Councilor Klein moved approval of the meeting minutes of Dec. 15, 2014, Councilor LaBarge seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on a voice vote of 2 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Sciarra).
2.  Marianne Winters of Safe Passages was present to share information about Safe Passages and what services they offer to the community.  Notes on her presentation are as follows:
The staff is working on building a community where domestic violence is not tolerated.  They do crisis intervention, and once a crisis is over, the staff work to help people live free of violence.  The Mission and Vision of Safe Passages is as follows:
Mission:  Safe Passage is committed to ending domestic violence and oppression in women's lives. 
 Vision:  Safe Passage is Hampshire County's leader in addressing the impact and promoting prevention of domestic violence. We envision peace, prosperity, safety and justice for individuals, families and community, free of violence and coercion. To that end we serve as a leader and convener of individuals, organizations, businesses, and government in the broad work to address domestic violence and to work toward prevention.  

What does abuse look like?  Abuse could be physical, sexual, financial, etc.  Elements include:  

· Financial Control

· Guilt and Coercion
· Intimidation & Threats
· Humiliation & Verbal Abuse

· Isolation

· Minimizing, Denying & Blaming

· Using the Children

· Abusing Authority

Ms. Winters told of a situation of financial abuse where a spouse used the social security information of a child to ring up a significant amount of debt.

Ms. Winters explained that in domestic abuse continues due to several factors, including the society’s perception about abuse.  For the abuser: 

· Societal permission and promotion of violence

· Jealousy and control perceived as acceptable

· Unhealthy masculinities

· Myth that victims deserve abuse

· Misogyny

· Racism, Classism, Social Injustice

· Lack of information on healthy relationships
Abuse is not about losing self-control, and an abuser has tactical methods to get what they want.  An abusive dynamic can stay within a household or within a relationship.  One of the complicated dynamics of abuse is love—the relationship may have begun in a loving manner, however, over time the dynamic of the relationship has changed.  Some of the issues abused individuals face include:  feelings of shame, confusion, self-blaming, fear, denial.  This may lead to underreporting and unwillingness of the victim to seek help. 

The approach of Safe Passages includes:  Individual counseling, hotline for immediate help, shelter,  and emergency assistance.  They also offer support groups and bystander training.   
Some of the short term health impact includes may include:
· Pregnancy and related issues (unwanted pregnancy, Forced or coerced abortion, “STDs”) 

· Alcohol or substance misuse
· Eating, sleeping disorders
· Depression, suicidal thoughts and actions
Left unchecked, abuse can lead to long-term health issues.

Ms. Winters discussed how the City of Northampton supports the programs of Safe Passages, including 

housing, employment policies,  promoting economic connections, and supporting health collaborations.
3.  Natalia Munoz, Chair of the Human Rights Commission will talk about the following:

[image: image2.emf]Item 1 -  Ms. Munoz could not be present at the meeting due to a family emergency.  In her place, Carolyn Toll Oppenheim presented to the committee.  She informed the Committee that there were three openings on the Human Rights Commission and she had recently filled one of the positions.  There are now two available positions, but no candidates have applied.

Item 2  -  Before the new code, the Human Rights Commission would investigate human rights violation claims.  The Commission, under the new Administrative Code will now work to promote human rights in Northampton through advocacy and education.  As an advisory board, the Human Rights Commission will review issues pertaining to Human Rights, and make recommendations based on the Commission’s review.   The commission may also organize programs and events to educate about human rights.

Item 3  -  Some ideas about promoting the Human Rights Commission includes programming on NCTV, contacting directors of local service committees, establishing a round table to discuss human rights issues. A press release may be helpful to get information out to the public about what the commission does.  Advance publication may help promote meetings and other events planned by the commission.  The Human Rights Commission will be working to find translators for people who don’t speak English.  This can be extremely helpful in health care situations.  
4. Regarding the Resolution on Vibrant Sidewalks, Councilor Jesse Adams spoke in favor of the committee voting to move the resolution forward to the City Council for final approval.  In light of recent business related events (casinos resolving final challenge and moving ahead, downtown B.I.D. disbanded by the courts and closings of businesses in the downtown area, Councilor Adams would like to see the council move forward with this resolution.   Any further delay could be misconstrued as insensitive to the business community.
The Committee reviewed the final language of the resolution and fine-tuned the areas where community input was relevant.   Councilor Sciarra moved to return the resolution to the City Council with a positive recommendation; Councilor Klein seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on a voice vote of 3 Yes, 0 No.  
The next meeting is scheduled for March 16, 2015 in City Council Chambers at 4:00pm.

Councilor LaBarge spoke briefly about the March meeting.  Presenting will be Judith Robert of the Literacy Project in Northampton.  Also, Patricia Shaughnessy of Northampton Senior Services will be presenting.

At 6:05 pm Councilor Sciarra moved to adjourn the meeting; Councilor Klein seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on a voice vote of 3 Yes, 0 No.

