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Announcement of 
Audio/Video 
Recording 
 
Public Comment 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
CONDUCTED AS AN ON-LINE  ZOOM MEETING  

Northampton, MA 
_______________ 

 
A special meeting of the Northampton City Council was called to order by Council 
President Gina-Louise Sciarra at 7:01 p.m.  
 
Councilor Sciarra announced that the special meeting is to approve updated language for 
21.352 An Order to Define Wards and Precincts in the City of Northampton. The 
meeting is being audio and video recorded, she reminded. As it was a special and not a 
regular meeting, public comment was not scheduled.   
 

 
Roll Call 
 
 

 
At 7:01 p.m. on a roll call the following City Councilors were present: 
 
        At-Large Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra      At-Large Councilor William H. Dwight     
        Ward 1 Councilor Michael J. Quinlan, Jr.    Ward 5 Councilor Alex Jarrett 

Ward 2 Councilor Karen Foster                   Ward 6 Councilor Marianne LaBarge   
Ward 3 Councilor James B. Nash               Ward 7 Councilor Rachel Maiore                

        Ward 4 Councilor John Thorpe          
 

 
Orders 
21.352 Order to 
Define Wards and 
Precincts in the 
City of Northampton 
– 1st reading 
 

 
Orders 
21.352 An Order to Define Wards and Precincts in the City of Northampton – 1st 
reading 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in first reading. Councilor Foster 
seconded. 
 
She submitted the package for new ward and precinct lines to the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth and they have accepted all the documents presented, City Clerk Pamela 
Powers noted. In addition to what they submitted for descriptions of individual precincts, the 
state has asked them to pull together descriptions of the wards.  Essentially, she is asking 
them tonight to approve the language for all of the boundaries and territories described 
before as Ward1a and 1b, Ward2a and 2b, respectively, as whole wards with the center 
line omitted. 
 
The state is sending forward the descriptions of the precincts and the blocks defined for 
each ward and precinct, she confirmed. They are pretty happy with what they have, they 
just want them to add descriptions of the wards.  
 
Clerk Powers asked the administrative assistant to amend the order to reflect the new 
number assigned (21.352). All of the outer boundaries of the wards remain unchanged, she 
reiterated.  
 
Members discussed how to proceed. Councilor Sciarra confirmed that the entire ward is 
now described as opposed to the two separate precincts. 
 
At the request of Councilor Foster, they decided to read the new descriptions aloud while 
the GIS coordinator tracked the boundaries on the posted map.   
 
Councilors took turns reading, with each ward councilor reading the description of the ward 
they represent and Councilor Dwight reading the preamble. 
 
Members noted the following scrivener’s errors: 

- The word ‘feet’ missing from Line 70 
- Ward 6 should be ‘F’ and Ward 7 ‘G’ 
- An extraneous ‘in city council’ on the last page should be removed 

 
Councilor Jarrett asked about the name of the railroad, since it is identified as the ‘Boston 
and Maine Railroad’ in the description. GIS Coordinator James Thompson said it is 
technically the Connecticut River mainline branch of the New York, New Haven and 
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Hartford railroad.  
 
After some discussion, members decided not to change the name since it was not flagged 
by the state as an error. 
 
Since he last voted on this he has had some conversations with residents who were 
disappointed that they are changing wards, Councilor Quinlan related. His explanation that 
this happens every 10 years didn’t alleviate the disappointment they felt. He wanted to say 
that out loud so they would understand that he did hear it and there’s nothing they can do 
about it. 
 
The motion to approve the order in first reading passed unanimously 9:0. 
 
Councilor LaBarge moved to suspend rules to allow a second reading. Councilor 
Dwight seconded. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
Councilor Dwight moved to approve the order in second reading. Councilor Nash 
seconded The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call vote. 
 
The following order passed two readings: 
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Rules suspended, passed two readings and enrolled. 
 

 
Zoning 
Ordinances 
 

 
Zoning Ordinances 
None. 

 
New Business 
 

 
New Business 
None. 
 

 
Motion to Adjourn 

 
Upon motion made by Councilor Foster and seconded by Councilor Dwight, the 
meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. The motion passed unanimously 9:0 by roll call 
vote. 
 
Attest:                                                     Administrative Assistant to the City Council 

  


