SECTION 3-9 VACANCY IN OFFICE OF MAYOR
a) If a vacancy in the office of mayor occurs, the city council president shall serve as mayor until a
mayor is elected and qualified under this section. In the event that the city council president is unable
to serve as mayor under this subsection, the city council shall elect, from among its membership, a
person to serve as mayor. The city council president or other councilor elected by the city council
hereunder shall take office immediately upon such vacancy.
b) Upon a vacancy in the office of mayor, the city council shall, under section 8-1, order a special
election to be held within 90 days following the date the vacancy is created to fill that vacancy until the
next regular city election. The person elected at a special city election shall be sworn to office
immediately.
c) Upon the adoption of an order for a special election under subsection b, the city clerk shall set the
special election calendar as follows: nomination papers shall be made available within 7 days of the
vacancy; nomination papers shall be filed with the board of registrars of voters within 28 days of the
vacancy; the board of registrars shall certify such nomination papers within 30 days of the vacancy and
the candidate shall file such certified nomination papers with the city clerk within 35 days of the
vacancy; a preliminary election shall be held within 65 days of the vacancy, if required; a special election
shall be held within 90 days of the vacancy.
d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection b, no special election shall be ordered if the vacancy
occurs in month sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, forty, forty-one, or forty-two of the term for which the
mayor was elected. In such case, the city council president or other councilor elected by the city council
shall serve as mayor until the next regular city election. The person elected at such regular city election
shall be sworn to office immediately and shall serve a four-year term.
e) Any person serving as mayor under this section shall receive the compensation then in effect for
the office of mayor.

