Committee on City Services
and the Northampton City Council
Committee Members:
Chair: Councilor Karen Foster
Vice Chair: Councilor Jamila Gore
Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge
Councilor Garrick Perry

MEETING AGENDA
Date: November 7, 2022
Time: 5 p.m.
Virtual Meeting

The November 7, 2022 City Services Committee meeting will be held by remote
participation. The public can follow the committee's deliberations by joining the virtual
meeting by phone or computer. The meeting will be recorded for later broadcast on
Northampton Open Media (Channel 15) and uploaded to the Northampton Government
Video Archive on YouTube.
Live public comment will be available using telephone call-in or video conferencing
technology beginning at 5 p.m.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CALLING IN OR JOINING THE MEETING
Join the virtual meeting: https://bit.ly/3HFzIvI
For telephone call-in, call:
+979 436-2866 US
Meeting ID: 895 9411 6636
Participant #: #
Password: 722775

1. Meeting Called to Order and Roll Call
2. Announcement of Audio/Video Recording
This meeting is being audio/video recorded.

1. Meeting Called to Order and Roll Call
2. Announcement of Audio/Video Recording
This meeting is being audio/video recorded.
3. Public Comment
4. Minutes of Previous Meetings
A. Minutes of October 3, 2022 City Services Committee Meeting
Documents:
10-03-2022_City Services Committee.pdf

5. Items Referred to Committee
A. 22.188 Appointments to Various Committees, referred by City Council 10/6/2022
Agricultural Commission
John Omasta, 165 West Farms Road, Florence
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Arts Council
Alyona Skripka, 53 Riverside Drive, Florence
Term: October 2022-June 2025
To fill a vacancy
Documents:
22.188 Mayors Appointment Memo.pdf
22.188 John Omasta Application.pdf
22.188 Alyona Skripka Application.pdf

B. 22.193 Appointments to Various Committees, referred by City Council 10/20/2022
Planning Board
Stacey Dakai, 150 North Street, Northampton
Associate Member
Term: October 2022-June 2025
To fill a vacancy
Transportation & Parking Commission
Debin Bruce, 49 Columbus Avenue, Northampton
Term: October 2022-June 2025

Transportation & Parking Commission
Debin Bruce, 49 Columbus Avenue, Northampton
Term: October 2022-June 2025
To fill a vacancy
Trust Fund Committee
Joe Rokowski, 49 Warburton Way, Northampton
Term: October 2022-June 2025
To fill a vacancy
Documents:
22.193 Stacey Dakai Application.pdf
22.193 Mayors Appointment Memo.pdf
22.193 Joe Rokowski Application.pdf
22.193 Debin Bruce Application.pdf

C. 22.197 Appointment to the Conservation Commission, referred by City Council
- 11/03/2022
Conservation Commission
Randy Krotowski, 117 Emerson Way, Florence
Term: July 2022-June 2025
Reappointment
Documents:
22.197 Appointment to Conservation Commission.pdf

D. 22.198 Appointments to Elected Officials Compensation Advisory Board,
referred by City Council - 11/03/2022
Elected Officials Compensation Advisory Board
Tara Brewster, 67 Chestnut Street, Northampton
November 2022- November 2024

Felicia Corbeil, 634 Burts Pit Road, Florence
November 2022-November 2024

Peter Whalen , 39 Norfolk Avenue, Northampton
November 2022-November 2024

Peter Whalen , 39 Norfolk Avenue, Northampton
November 2022-November 2024

Sam Hopper, 48 Pioneer Knolls, Florence
November 2022-November 2024

John Holloway-Bidwell, 76 High Street, Florence
November 2022-November 2024

Javier Luengo-Garrido, 27 Northern Avenue, Northampton
November 2022-November 2024

Noreen Mickiewicz Hayes, 12 Marshall St., Northampton
November 2022-November 2024
Documents:
22.198 Mayors Memo.pdf
22.198 Appointments to Elected Officials Compensation Advisory Board.pdf

6. New Business
7. Adjourn
Contact: Karen Foster
kfoster@northamptonma.gov
413.341.0503
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Committee on City Services
and the Northampton City Council

Committee Members:
Chair: Councilor Karen Foster
Vice-Chair: Councilor Jamila Gore
Councilor Marianne LaBarge
Councilor Garrick Perry

Meeting Minutes
Date: October 3, 2022
Time: 4:30 p.m.
Via Teleconference

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
At 4:31 p.m., Councilor Karen Foster, Chair, called the meeting to order. On a roll call, Councilor Foster,
Councilor Jamila Gore, Vice Chair, Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge and Councilor Garrick Perry were
present. Also present were Council President Jim Nash, Police Chief Jody Kasper, Department of
Health and Human Services (DHHS) Commissioner Merridith O’Leary, Public Health Excellence (PHE)
Director Kiko Malin, Northampton Prevention Coalition (NPC) Coordinator Kara McLaughlin and
Administrative Assistant Laura Krutzler.
Councilor Foster announced that the meeting was being audio/video recorded. They have a hard stop at
6:15 p.m. due to another meeting so she asked anyone with questions or comments related to the
roundtable discussion to please hold them until after departmental presentations and a chance for
committee members to ask questions.
She asked if anyone had a public comment not related to the agenda.
2. PUBLIC COMMENT
There being none, she moved to the next item on the agenda.
3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
None.
4. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION - THE IMPACT OF RETAIL MARIJUANA SALES ON CITY SERVICES
Discussion with city department heads to learn how the growing number of marijuana retailers in
Northampton has impacted the delivery of public safety, public health and prevention and recovery
services.
Police Chief Jody Kasper gave an overview of the impact of adult use marijuana sales on the city in
general and police department operations in particular.
SITE DATA
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When the NETA facility first opened off Conz Street, it immediately became clear that it was a very busy
site with lots of vehicle traffic, Chief Kasper reported. They had some accidents there and, suddenly,
with lots of pedestrian traffic, new concerns about lighting, making sure people were crossing the street
safely, etc. At the time, NETA voluntarily had officers there all the time they were open.
Time has now passed; more facilities have opened, and other states around them are beginning to go
through their own legalization processes. As a result, they have observed fewer customers going to
NETA and they certainly don’t have the same kind of traffic and pedestrian challenges as when NETA
first opened.
As new sites have opened, a lot of them have hired officers and put up big ‘Grand Opening’ signs but
the openings have actually been pretty quiet and mellow. She doesn’t anticipate the activity surrounding
NETA’s initial opening to continue as new sites open up, and they certainly are not having the same
problems around traffic and parking that were observed with NETA’s opening.
Nowadays, they have a lot of sites in their community. As required by the Cannabis Control Commission
(CCC), she or one of the captains has gone through the sites, looked at their security and met their
folks, and it’s all been fine. She pulled the data knowing they would be interested in whether they have a
lot of calls there or if it is different from other sites. The short answer is ‘no.’ Marijuana stores are equivalent to any sort of store that would open. Occasionally alarms go off and there are medical calls but
nothing specific related to the fact that it is a marijuana facility. They haven’t had violent crimes in the
parking lot, which was one of the concerns prior to legalization. States that had already legalized had
reported people being targeted or carrying large amounts of cash, but that hasn’t been reported here.
Their assessment of these sites is that nothing particularly of note is going on there that is not going on
anywhere else, she concluded.
OUI DRUGS
As far as Operating under the Influence (OUI) they have two types: OUI alcohol and OUI drugs. As
previously reported at the Transportation and Parking Commission, this is a percentage that has gone
up quite a bit over the last few years. She presented the following statistics:
In 2019, 5.4% of OUI cases were OUI drugs.
In 2020, 9.8% of OUI’s were drugs
In 2021, 22.2% of OUI’s were drugs
So, they have seen a dramatic increase, but the caveat is that the actual numbers are very small. In
2019 and 2020 they had six and in 2021 they had 14. She likes to be cautious with data when they are
working with such small numbers.
After learning that marijuana was going to be legalized, the police department had officers trained as
Drug Recognition Experts (DRE’s) so they are now better at detecting, apprehending and ultimately
charging people with OUI drugs. She wanted to put that out there because it’s hard to know if they had
more before but just didn’t have the capacity and laws to detect it. It appears that it is going up as far as
the percentage of OUI operators, but she is cautious with those numbers.
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OUI drugs are not all marijuana, she clarified. A lot of times people are under the influence of multiple
substances which may include alcohol, marijuana, prescription medications, etc. It is easier to charge
people with OUI alcohol because there is very clear law as far as how much alcohol can be in your
system to operate safely. They don’t’ have that number yet for marijuana.
If pot is in the car and the person has also consumed alcohol, officers are probably going to make the
arrest and charge the individual for the alcohol because it’s more measurable. Officers are definitely
seeing multiple substances roadside, including prescription meds.
PUBLIC CONSUMPTION
There’s been a huge increase in public consumption of cannabis, she confirmed. In the park, downtown
and in lots of locations; it smells like pot. The odor lasts in the air quite a long time. They have definitely
noticed they smell pot a lot more than they used to out in the community. While consuming marijuana in
public is not legal, the law doesn’t have much teeth to it so it’s really not an enforceable offense.
Chief Kasper is absolutely correct about smelling pot in the center of Northampton and at the park,
Councilor LaBarge said. She has residents who tell her how bad it is. She cannot believe it’s not an
enforceable offense. She expressed her understanding that Chief Kasper was saying that alcohol is a
bigger problem than marijuana.
A driver would be stopped for impaired operation if he or she does something that draws the attention of
the officer, Chief Kasper clarified. The officer would then approach and be able to smell whatever may
be coming out of the car, whether it be alcohol or marijuana. There is an easily measurable standard for
determining whether someone is operating under the influence of alcohol since the law says very clearly
that .08 is the legal limit for alcohol. There is not a similar clear standard for marijuana.
In 2018 when capping was first discussed, a great number of councilors had a tremendous amount of
concern about there not being enough research; now, there’s lots of research, Councilor LaBarge
commented. Dr. Johnson did an excellent presentation about marijuana and their students here in
Northampton. Now is now and it is a problem; there’s no question about it. She was very surprised by an
email councilors all received today about a person associated with an agency that handles mental
health conditions in their city who is also the owner of a dispensary. She finds that very difficult.
Her main concern is, ‘Wipe out 2018; it’s 2022.’ They now have 12 dispensaries and it’s their job to
protect everybody in the community. Because of all the dispensaries coming in, it is probably time now
to cap, she opined.
Councilor Foster asked if data is available to show if marijuana plays a role in some of the department’s
other calls, such as public disputes, domestic violence, etc. or if any correlation would just be anecdotal.
It would be anecdotal since there is not a good way to search police records for that information, Chief
Kasper said.
Councilor Nash asked the overall OUI numbers for 2019, 2020 and 2022.
It’s tricky to look at data right now because of COVID. She doesn’t have the numbers in front of her, but
she believes they were at 110 OUI’s total prior to COVID, then all the bars closed and everyone stayed
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inside and the numbers went down to 50 or 60. They saw a huge decrease in OUI but now they’re
starting to see the numbers pick back up as things open up again.
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Commissioner Merridith O’Leary thanked the
committee for inviting them to talk about marijuana and its impacts and capping.
As they all know, it is not negotiable or in dispute: cannabis use among youth and young adults is a
major public health concern. Early youth cannabis use is associated with neuropsychological/neurodevelopmental decline, poor school performance, increased school dropout rates, increased risk for
psychotic disorders in adulthood and increased risk for later depression, suicidal ideation and/or
behaviors.
Because of these impacts, the state sets environmental strategies or policies to help prevent use among
youth, such as regulating the price of marijuana products, where products are sold, the products themselves and the promotion and advertising of products. State legalization does not necessarily result in
uniform community environments. They as public health leaders and policy makers were given authority
to make stricter policies than the state if needed. Even more importantly, their community relies on them
to do so. For her 18 years in public health, she has played whacamole with the tobacco industry. About
every other year she has had to make tobacco regulations to undo the harm of big tobacco marketing
tactics of sweet, cheap and easy to get. Local laws have an important role in determining their health.
There is evidence-based data to show that communities with high numbers of fast food restaurants and
tobacco retailers are linked with poor health outcomes in their residents. Because cannabis has not
been legalized long, there is not a lot of data to show how retail cannabis will affect their youth. For that
reason, she wants to present information based on other substances, meaning tobacco and alcohol.
Retail density acts a measure of concentration of retail cannabis in the community. Based on tobacco
history, tobacco retail density is associated with youth initiation and experimentation with tobacco
products. A study by the Rand Corporation shows that as marijuana outlets open after the drug is
legalized, the density of those recreational retailers is associated with more use and greater intensity of
use among young adults. This is one of the first studies to examine the association between the density
of marijuana outlets and marijuana use over time.
Also, they know that retail density and proximity influence social norms. In tobacco, retail density along
with widespread advertisement and availability normalized the use and presence of tobacco in their
communities such that people think it is common and acceptable to smoke. Marketing strategies help
create the impression that tobacco use is normal, undermining all the work they do in public health to
help people quit. The abundance of tobacco and nicotine products can perpetuate the norm that a lot of
people smoke, even when smoking rates have declined.
She is asking the council to consider their built environment and to learn from previous experiences with
substances in their community and to consider a cap. Reducing the number of retail licenses available in
any given municipality is a long-term strategy that has been used to reduce retail density and exposure
to the substance, whether it be tobacco or cannabis. They are being given the opportunity now to hit the
pause button until more data comes out. What would be a real shame if they don’t hit the pause button
now is to have to play whacamole with marijuana as they have with tobacco.
If they are not going to proceed with a cap, she asked them to consider a pause or a moratorium.
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Commission O’Leary introduced Director of Public Health Excellence (PHE) Kiko Malin, the substance
use prevention team director for DHHS.
As the prevention team director, she manages all substance use programs including Hampshire Hope,
the DART program (the Drug Addiction Recovery Team, a public safety/public health partnership to
prevent opioid overdoses) and the Northampton Prevention Coalition (NPC), which Kara McLaughlin
leads, Director Malin noted. Her Public Health Excellence role has to do with building regional
infrastructure for public health.
She will serve as a link between what Commissioner O’Leary just said and what Kara McLaughlin will
present.
She has a lot of experience in public health but her background is not so much in substance use. She
underscored what Commissioner O’Leary said about the pause.
They are going to talk to them today about their concern between outlet density and youth use. With the
mushrooming of cannabis outlets, it is a concern. They don’t have all the data, but the information they
do have indicates enough of a concerning trend that it feels very important to slow down.
They do not have a lot of local data about adult use marijuana. They are well aware of anecdotal data
about the benefits of increased access to medical marijuana for people who suffer from chronic pain or
certain medical conditions. They are also aware of national data that says that, in addition to making it
more available, the legalization of recreational cannabis has substantially reduced the price of cannabis
and increased its potency. It’s also contributing nationally to an increase in emergency department visits
and hospitalizations. They also know the use of high-potency cannabis is linked to particularly
dangerous outcomes such as dependence, psychosis and structural brain changes.
Cannabis is particularly dangerous to adolescents. From age 14 to 26, a lot of brain development is
happening. In particular, the pre-frontal cortex - the area of the brain associated with decision-making
and impulse control - does not fully develop until age 25. Heavy use of high-potency marijuana during
the time the brain is developing can contribute to structural changes with lifelong impacts. Adolescents
are at greater risk of developing addiction to drugs or alcohol if they use heavily because of increased
neurobiological-based tendencies for risk-taking together with decreased regulatory control; i.e. –
appropriately moving away from parents. All of these factors conflate to contribute to a very vulnerable
time in terms of the impact on the adolescent brain. Given this biological reality, as public health experts,
they are concerned about the normalization of cannabis exemplified by the growing number of outlets in
the community. They also have concerns that, as with so many public health issues, the adverse effects
of cannabis use may disproportionately affect certain groups such as LGBTQ youth and people of color.
She turned the floor over to NPC Coordinator Kara McLaughlin.
Kara McLaughlin presented a Powerpoint presentation entitled, “Northampton City Council: City
Services Committee.” [See attachment to minutes.]
Among other things, the presentation depicted a Health Impact Pyramid showing the relative effectiveness of various interventions (medicine, changing the context to make the default decision healthy such
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as with fluoridation, smoke-free workplaces, etc.) on human health. Socioeconomic factors have the
greatest impact, while counseling and education have the least impact, she presented.
Another slide illustrated Teenage Brain Development, with pictures showing the maturation of the
human brain from age 5 to 22. Before it reaches maturity, there is a lack of impulse control, while, during
its development, the process of habit-forming occurs as neuro pathways are created. What young
people do determines what habits are formed and things they are not doing get pruned out.
McLaughlin presented the following Massachusetts and Local Data on Teen Cannabis Use:
 Even though alcohol is the most widely-used substance, cannabis is the #1 reason teens 12 to
17 years old receive treatment for substance addiction.
 60% of young people who go into treatment list cannabis as the #1 reason.
 Data from the MA/RI Poison Control Center shows a 240% increase in the number of calls to
poison control for cannabis exposures among 6 to 19 year olds in MA from before to after adult
use cannabis retailers opened.
 For edibles specifically, there was a 20-fold increase for this same age group.
Locally, 40% of Northampton middle and high school students who have used cannabis report having
experienced acute negative consequences such as elevated heart rate, extreme confusion or anxiety,
hallucinations or nausea and vomiting. Consistent with national reports, local pediatric physicians have
also noted a rise in the prevalence of cannabis hyperemesis syndrome.
Public health educators have done a good job of teaching students it is not safe to drive under the
influence of alcohol. Teens are not doing as good a job at refraining from driving under the influence of
cannabis.
At the state level, this past August the state passed a law allowing on-site consumption of cannabis.
In different communities, there can be the same per capita density but greater visibility depending on
where houses and retailers are located in relation to each other, McLaughlin pointed out. In their downtown where retail stores are very close, young people interface with stores much more often. “Proximity
matters,” she stressed.
Academic research consistently shows the closer young people live to outlets where alcohol, tobacco
and cannabis products are sold, the more likely they are to not only use but to use more heavily.
30-day use and edible use rates are higher among students in Hampshire County districts with five or
more retail shops. “In Northampton, we’ve allowed youth to be very close to high numbers of cannabis
retail shops,” she observed.
With regard to potency, about 50% of Hampshire County youth who have ever used cannabis report
having little or no awareness of how much THC is in the cannabis they use.
Nearly 60% of teen users who are aware of potency report they are using 20% or higher. For
comparison, in the 70’s and 80’s, when older adults were teens, five to seven percent (5 - 7%) potency
was common.
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LGB (not T) youth are using at much higher rates than straight youth.
She showed a slide comparing Northampton to Hampshire County with more Northampton youth saying
legalization has made it ‘a lot ‘ or ‘a little’ easier to get each type of cannabis product. Similarly, a greater
number of Northampton youth than in Hampshire County as a whole report that legalization has made it
‘a little’ or ‘a lot’ more likely for them to use cannabis.
They have to remember that soon they will have on-premises consumption sites. There is no reason to
believe there will not be a continued ballooning of behaviors. “We should expect it will continue to grow,”
she concluded.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Following their presentations, prevention advocates responded to a wide range of comments from
councilors and the public. Among other things, DHHS representatives discussed Cannabis Control
Commission (CCC) regulations around advertising and where youth are getting the cannabis they use.
Caroline Johnson, PhD, Public Health Data & Evaluation Specialist for the SPIFFY (Strategic Planning
Initiative for Families and Youth) Coalition shared information from the most recent Prevention Needs
Survey completed in the spring of 2022. According to it, the majority of Northampton youth (65%) report
getting cannabis from their friends, she related. A little over 20% report getting it from strangers, 20%
from family members and about 2% report buying it from a store themselves. When asked where the
product came from, 45% county wide said it came from a licensed dispensary, about a quarter said it
came from a homegrown plant, 22% from an unlicensed dealer, and 20% said they didn’t know.
Councilor Nash pointed out that youth under age 18 with medical cards can go into a medical marijuana
dispensary if accompanied by a parent. Youth over 18 but under 21 can also get a medical card and
enter a medical marijuana dispensary alone, so this is a legal way for youth to get in.
Councilor Nash said he would like to see numbers for Northampton youth cannabis use since
dispensaries have opened up to see if they have gone up or down. With regard to data showing youth in
Northampton use more marijuana than Hadley youth, he would also like to see data going back prior to
legalization to see if that was the case then.
There has been a huge increase of stores opening in Northampton recently, so they haven’t even seen
how it’s impacting their young people yet with the number of stores they currently have. They anticipate
there’ll be an increase, Kara said.
She can go back and look at data from past years, Dr. Johnson told Councilor Nash.
They did see a huge decline nationwide in youth use rates for of all substances, including alcohol and
cannabis, during COVID because social access is such a huge factor, SPIFFY Manager Heather
Warner pointed out. Post-COVID they saw rates rising but it still hasn’t rebounded to the pre-COVID
levels. They don’t have enough trend data since COVID to understand what’s happening now. She
thinks 2023 data will really reveal more. The next survey will be conducted in the spring of 2023.
Despite the fact that they haven’t seen a full rebound, they are seeing young people using higherpotency products and using more heavily.
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Councilor Maiore asked Commissioner O’Leary how she would suggest the council come up with the
number for a cap. She also asked for the reasoning around reducing the buffer zone around schools.
Numbers at this point are arbitrary because they are way past the number she was recommending in
2018, Commissioner O’Leary responded. In 2018, she was asking the council to cap at six. She thinks
even the councilors who were part of the conversation in 2018 never thought they would be seeing 13 or
14 establishments; they really thought the market would kind of dictate it, which still might happen.
Northampton is what she considers saturated. All communities that don’t prohibit marijuana retailers
outright have a cap on them or a maximum limit. It is a complex decision and it wouldn’t be fair of her to
pick that number, she suggested.
It is definitely more than she recommended four years ago, she added.
PUBLIC COMMENT
In the final moments, the committee accepted public comments from Ananda Lennox, Tracey Culver,
Michael Willers and Lizzie. Among other things, they testified to the physical and psychological
damage caused by cannabis and to the challenge the saturation of marijuana facilities poses for people
in recovery. All spoke in favor of a cap.
5. ITEMS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
A. 22.169 Appointments to Various Committees, referred by City Council - 9/1/2022
Arts Council
Kaye Carroll, 91 Pines Edge Drive, Northampton
Term: September 2022-June 2025
To fill a vacancy

He had a lovely conversation with Kaye Carroll, who is excited to do some work with the Arts Council,
Councilor Perry reported. She has been traveling between Boston and Northampton for a bit so when
she decided to set roots in Northampton she wanted to get involved. She went to school for the music
business and considers herself a professional dabbler in the arts, so she is really excited to use her love
of the arts to give back.
Councilor Perry moved to make a positive recommendation for the appointment of Kaye Carroll
to the Arts Council. Councilor Gore seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll call
vote.
Conservation Commission
David Reckhow, 45 High Street, Florence
Term: September 2022-June 2025
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To fill a vacancy

David Reckhow works as a water quality official and was on the Board of Public Works for six years,
Councilor Gore related. He went to the University of Massachusetts and has lived in Northampton
(Florence Center) since 1985. He loves Northampton and open land and is looking forward to working
on the commission overseeing the wetlands. He has a lot of experience with systems of waste water
and drinking water, knowledge of infrastructure and a love of nature, camping and birdwatching, so she
would recommend him for appointment.
Councilor Gore moved to positively recommend David Reckhow for appointment to the
Conservation Commission. Councilor LaBarge seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0
by roll call vote.
Board of Registrars
Mary Lou Stuart, 15 High Meadow Road, Florence
Term: September 2022-March 2025
To fill a vacancy for a Republican Party member

She had a nice conversation with the candidate for the Board of Registrars, Mary Lou Stuart, and was
amazed when she told her her husband was Dr. Jay Fleitman, whom she knows very well, Councilor
LaBarge related. She is approaching retirement from the Hilltown Community Health center and would
like to be more involved in local government. She would like to be on the Board of Registrars because
she is interested in assuring that elections are safe and fair.
Councilor LaBarge moved to positively recommend Mary Lou Stuart for appointment to the
Board of Registrars. Councilor Perry seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll call
vote.
B. 22.174 Appointment to Fill Vacancy in Elected Position on Community Preservation
Committee, referred by City Council - 9/15/2022
This elected position on the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) is vacant due to a resignation
because the former member moved out of Northampton, Councilor Foster explained. Under the City
Charter, the City Council is authorized to fill the vacancy until the next election.
Former Ward 2 City Councilor Dennis Bidwell applied but withdrew his name after realizing he would
have conflicts with a number of the meetings. This left them with two applicants.
Jonah Zuckerman served on the Arts Council years ago. He is trained in architecture and has a history
in the arts and historic preservation as well as a personal history in outdoor recreation and open space.
He is very invested in affordable housing and really interested in the conversation about what the funds
can be used for and what represents a ‘public good’ for this tax money. He mentioned that, over the
years, he has made too much art and given it to family.
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Jonah actually has very broad interest in all of the topics that the CPC studies. When asked why he
wanted to serve, he said he has been wanting to contribute to the city in a meaningful way for a while.
His wife is a former School Committee member, so he didn’t consider running for one of the elected
positions. He closed his own business making furniture to go back to school for social work so this has
opened up his availability. He is interested and available for the meetings.
She spoke with CPC Chair Brian Adams about what might be most valuable to the committee, and he
said somebody with a ‘jack of all trades’ background.
Lynette Abney moved to town about a year ago to be closer to her adult son. She has been on the other
side of the table as an applicant for Community Preservation Act (CPA) funds in her previous
community. She is interested in community building and historic preservation and what kinds of projects
might make the city one people want to visit and where different age groups are reflected. She has an
interest in carpentry and is invested in what’s going on in the community. She lives in Laurel Park and
shared that she recently worked to rewrite the bylaws of Laurel Park.
Councilor Foster moved a positive recommendation for Jonah Zuckerman as the City Council
appointee to the CPC. Councilor Perry seconded.
Councilor LaBarge said she was very impressed with Jonah Zuckerman and with his degrees and the
different types of work that he has done. She thanked Councilor Foster for talking to Brian Adams about
what he thought might be helpful. She feels Jonah is a good candidate.
Councilor Perry said he thinks Jonah’s background knowledge of the city, former experience on the Arts
Council and breadth of knowledge will be a boon while they wait for someone to be elected. He agrees
with the recommendation.
Members thanked Lynette for her application and encouraged her to apply for another committee or
board.
The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll call vote.
6. NEW BUSINESS
7. ADJOURN
There being no further business, Councilor Perry moved to adjourn. Councilor LaBarge seconded.
The motion carried 4:0 by roll call vote. The meeting was adjourned at 6:14 p.m.
Prepared By:
L. Krutzler, Administrative Assistant to the City Council
413.587.1210; lkrutzler@northamptonma.gov
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MAYOR GINA-LOUISE SCIARRA
City of Northampton
Office of the Mayor
210 Main Street Room 12
Northampton, MA 01060-3199
(413) 587-1249 Fax: (413) 587-1275
mayor@northamptonma.gov

DATE:

October 6, 2022

TO:

City Council

FROM:

Mayor Gina-Louise Sciarra

SUBJECT: Appointments and Reappointments to Boards, Committees, and Commissions
Please find the attached reappointment to City Boards, Committees, and Commissions:
Agricultural Commission
John Omasta, 165 West Farms Road, Florence
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Arts Council
Alyona Skripka, 53 Riverside Drive, Florence
Term: October 2022-June 2025
To fill a vacancy

MAYOR GINA-LOUISE SCIARRA
City of Northampton
Office of the Mayor
210 Main Street Room 12
Northampton, MA 01060-3199
(413) 587-1249 Fax: (413) 587-1275
mayor@northamptonma.gov

DATE:

October 20, 2022

TO:

City Council

FROM:

Mayor Gina-Louise Sciarra

SUBJECT: Appointments and Reappointments to Boards, Committees, and Commissions
Please find the attached reappointment to City Boards, Committees, and Commissions:
Planning Board
Stacey Dakai, 150 North Street, Northampton
Associate Member
Term: October 2022-June 2025
To fill a vacancy
Transportation & Parking Commission
Debin Bruce, 49 Columbus Avenue, Northampton
Term: October 2022-June 2025
To fill a vacancy
Trust Fund Committee
Joe Rokowski, 49 Warburton Way, Northampton
Term: October 2022-June 2025
To fill a vacancy

MAYOR GINA-LOUISE SCIARRA
City of Northampton
Office of the Mayor
210 Main Street Room 12
Northampton, MA 01060-3199
(413) 587-1249 Fax: (413) 587-1275
mayor@northamptonma.gov

DATE:

November 3, 2022

TO:

City Council

FROM:

Mayor Gina-Louise Sciarra

SUBJECT: Appointments and Reappointments to Boards, Committees, and Commissions
Please find the attached reappointment to City Boards, Committees, and Commissions:
Conservation Commission
Randy Krotowski, 117 Emerson Way, Florence
Term: July 2022-June 2025
Reappointment

City of
Northampton

Mayor of Northampton Mass. <mayor@northamptonma.gov>

Online Form Submittal: Application for Appointment to Boards, Committees and
Commissions
noreply@civicplus.com <noreply@civicplus.com>
To: mayor@northamptonma.gov

Mon, Oct 17, 2022 at 3:44 PM

Application for Appointment to Boards, Committees and
Commissions
City of Northampton Application for Appointment to Boards, Committees, and
Commissions
Please return the completed form to: mayor@northamptonma.gov or Gina-Louise
Sciarra, Mayor 210 Main Street, Northampton, MA 01060

Boards and Committees

Conservation Commission

First Name

Randy

Last Name

Krotowski

Title/ Preferred Pronouns

Field not completed.

Address1

171 Emerson Way

Address2

Field not completed.

City

Florence

State

MA

Zip

01062

Home Phone

413-727-8104

Work Phone

Field not completed.

Cell Phone

413-588-2091

Occupation & Place of
Employment

Mostly retired. Serve as a director for a public company
(Western Forest Products) and a local ESOP owned company,
Paragus IT.

Email

randy@krotowski.com

Are you a Northampton
resident?

Yes

Years Lived in Northampton

7

Age

60- 69

Sex

Male

Racial / Ethnic Background

White, non-Hispanic

Please list "other" board or
committee of interest
What skills and experience
will you bring to this
committee assignment?

I have extensive prior work experience with budgeting and
capital allocation at multiple scales. As chief engineer of a
processing plant in Canada I managed a capital improvements
budget that ranged from $8-40 million, in some of my IT
leadership roles I managed capital and project budgets in
excess of $200 million and in my role as a board member at
Western Forest Products we review and approve a -$60 million
capital budget.

Are you currently serving or
have you served on any city
committee?

Yes

Please list other city
committees you have served
on

Conservation Commission

Required: Please read the following, by signing below you state that you understand
and agree.
The filing of this form does not guarantee my appointment. An application is kept on
file for two (2) years; after that I must file a new application. Being appointed to a
committee, board, or commission means that I am considered a Municipal
Employee under MGL Chapter 268A and thereby subject to Conflict of Interest Law
MGL Chapter 268A, Financial Disclosure Law MGL Chapter 2688, as well as Open
Meeting Law MGL Chapter 39: Section 238. I understand that I will take the conflict
of interest test after being appointed and that I also must be sworn in by the City
Clerk. I will contact the appointing authority with any questions about my service.
Important: Once this form is submitted it becomes a public document, if there is
information you do not want open to the public please do not include it on this form.
Signature

Randy Krotowski

Date

10/17/2022
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

MAYOR GINA-LOUISE SCIARRA
City of Northampton
Office of the Mayor
210 Main Street Room 12
Northampton, MA 01060-3199
(413) 587-1249 Fax: (413) 587-1275
mayor@northamptonma.gov

Date: November 4, 2022
To: City Council
From: Mayor Gina-Louise Sciarra
Subject: Appointments to Elected Officials Compensation Advisory Board
I am submitting the following names for appointment to the Elected Officials Compensation
Advisory Board in accordance with Northampton Ordinance §5-5(c) which states that the City
“shall periodically, but not less frequently than 10 years, study the adequacy and equity of the
compensation, benefits and expense allowances of municipal elected officials and report its
findings and recommendations to the Mayor and City Council.” Upon receiving the
recommendations, the City Council will have the authorization to act or not act on them.
According to the Charter, each member shall serve a term of two years, November 2022November 2024, or until they have submitted their recommendations to the City Council.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

John Bidwell, 76 High Street, Florence
Tara Brewster, 67 Chestnut St, Florence
Felicia Corbeil, 634 Burts Pit Road, Florence
Sam Hopper, 48 Pioneer Knolls, Florence
Javier Luengo-Garrido, 27 Northern Ave, Northampton
Noreen Mickiewicz-Hayes, 12 Marshall St, Northampton
Peter Whalen, 35 Norfolk Ave, Northampton

cc: City Clerk, Pamela Powers

MAYOR GINA-LOUISE SCIARRA
City of Northampton
Office of the Mayor
210 Main Street Room 12
Northampton, MA 01060-3199
(413) 587-1249 Fax: (413) 587-1275
mayor@northamptonma.gov

DATE:

November 4, 2022

TO:

City Council

FROM:

Mayor Gina-Louise Sciarra

SUBJECT: Appointments and Reappointments to Boards, Committees, and Commissions
Please find the attached appointments to this special board:

Elected Officials Compensation Advisory Board
Tara Brewster, 67 Chestnut Street, Northampton
November 2022- November 2024
Felicia Corbeil, 634 Burts Pit Road, Florence
November 2022-November 2024
Peter Whalen, 39 Norfolk Avenue, Northampton
November 2022-November 2024
Sam Hopper, 48 Pioneer Knolls, Florence
November 2022-November 2024
John Holloway-Bidwell, 76 High Street, Florence
November 2022-November 2024
Javier Luengo-Garrido, 27 Northern Avenue, Northampton
November 2022-November 2024
Noreen Mickiewicz Hayes, 12 Marshall St., Northampton
November 2022-November 2024

