Committee on City Services
and the Northampton City Council
Committee Members:
Chair: Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge
Vice-Chair: Councilor Karen Foster
Councilor Rachel Maiore
Councilor Michael J. Quinlan, Jr.

MEETING AGENDA
Date: July 26, 2021
Time: 4 p.m.
Virtual Meeting

The July 26, 2021 City Services Committee meeting will be held by remote
participation. The public can follow the committee's deliberations by joining the virtual
meeting by phone or computer. The meeting will be recorded for later broadcast on
Northampton Open Media (Channel 15) and uploaded to the Northampton Government
Video Archive on YouTube.
Live public comment will be available using telephone call-in or video conferencing
technology beginning at 4 p.m.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CALLING IN OR JOINING THE MEETING
Join the virtual meeting: https://bit.ly/2UC28Ey
For telephone call-in, call:
+253 215 8782 US
+301 715 8592 US
Meeting ID: 856 3861 6843
Participant #: #
Password: 000209

1. Meeting Called to Order and Roll Call
2. Announcement of Audio/Video Recording
This meeting is being audio/video recorded.

1. Meeting Called to Order and Roll Call
2. Announcement of Audio/Video Recording
This meeting is being audio/video recorded.
3. Public Comment
4. Minutes of Previous Meetings
A. Minutes of May 10, 2021 and June 7, 2021
Documents:
05-10-2021_City Services Committee.pdf
06-07-2021_City Services Committee.pdf

5. Items Referred to Committee
A. 21.304 Appointments to Various Committees, referred by City Council 7/15/2021
Council on Aging
Michael Ford, 6 Massasoit Street, Northampton, MA
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment

Historical Commission
Steven Moga, 89 Marian Street, Northampton
WMAIA Nominee
Term: August 2021-June 2024
To fill a vacancy as the WMAIA representative

Trust Fund Committee
Joseph Wilhelm III, 54 Prospect Street, Northampton
Term: August 2021-June 2024
To fill a vacancy

Urban Forestry Commission
Robert Postel, 44 Washington Avenue, Northampton

Urban Forestry Commission
Robert Postel, 44 Washington Avenue, Northampton
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment

Whiting Street Fund Committee
MariJon “MJ” Adams, 60 Norwood Avenue, Florence
Term: August 2021-June 2024
To fill a vacancy

Documents:
21.304 Appointments to Various Committees.pdf

6. New Business
7. Adjourn
Contact: Marianne L. LaBarge
mlabargeward6@aol.com
413.584.7937
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Committee on City Services
and the Northampton City Council

Committee Members:
Chair: Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge
Vice-Chair: Councilor Karen Foster
Councilor Rachel Maiore
Councilor Michael J. Quinlan, Jr.

Meeting Minutes
Date: May 10, 2021
Virtual Meeting
1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
At 4 p.m., Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge (Chair) called the meeting to order. On a roll call,
Councilor LaBarge, Councilor Karen Foster (Vice Chair), Councilor Rachel Maiore and Councilor
Michael J. Quinlan, Jr. were present. Also present were Northampton Mayor David Narkewicz,
Charlene Nardi and Administrative Assistant Laura Krutzler
2. ANNOUNCEMENT OF AUDIO/VIDEO RECORDING
Councilor LaBarge announced that the meeting was being audio/video recorded.
3. PUBLIC COMMENT
There being no members of the public present, there was no public comment.
.
4. MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 1, 2021
Councilor LaBarge announced that the minutes were not ready for acceptance.
5. ITEMS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
A. 21.232 Appointment of Charlene Nardi as Finance Director - referred by City Council 4/1/2021

Mayor Narkewicz said he is very pleased to introduce them to Charlene Nardi, his appointment to
become the city’s next finance director. Ms. Nardi has served as the town administrator for the
town of Williamsburg since 2011 and prior to that was town administrator for the town of
Chesterfield. She was also Williamsburg’s town clerk for 10 years and served on the
Williamsburg School Committee. She has a bachelor’s degree in business from the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst and brings a wealth of administrative, budgetary and leadership skills
to the city’s financial management team.
As has been his practice for all departmental appointments, he worked with a small but highlyskilled screening committee in this selection. Led by Personnel Director Glenda Stoddard, the
team included Chief of Staff Alan Wolf, DPW Director Donna LaScaleia, Amherst Finance
Director Sean Mangano and Finance Committee chair and Council President Gina-Louise
Sciarra. Ms. Nardi was both his top choice and the top choice of the screening committee. As
councilors know, Northampton has ongoing relationships and collaboration with the town of
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Williamsburg on many projects so he has had the opportunity to work with her on many
occasions in his time as mayor. She is a professional with a wealth of municipal experience and
is well-respected among her peers in western Mass., and he believes she will be highlysuccessful as the city’s next finance director.
Ms. Nardi said she is honored to be chosen for this position and looks forward to being part of a
team for Northampton. She said she is happy to answer any questions.
Councilor LaBarge opened the floor to questions from councilors.
Councilor Quinlan asked Ms. Nardi to describe the difference between the positions of town
administrator (TA) and finance director, voicing his perception that the TA position is broader in
scope. He asked her how she feels about narrowing her focus in a larger community.
Ms. Nardi agreed the TA position has a broader scope as TA’s handle a lot more of everything in
depth. The position in Northampton will be more focused on financial aspects so her focus won’t
be divided. There will definitely be things she has to learn and she talked with the mayor about
there being many opportunities for training. The basic financial processes in towns and cities are
the same - setting the budget, maintaining the community’s bond rating, issuing bonds, etc. – the
city of Northampton just deals with bigger numbers.
Councilor Quinlan asked if she viewed any parts of the position as particular challenges.
Ms. Nardi said absolutely. Finance Director Susan Wright is involved in several professional
organizations and she hopes to be a part of them as well. Collector/Treasurer training is offered
every August. She knows Susan Wright attended when she first started and she is very
interested in attending. She is very pleased because she knows a lot of Northampton’s department heads are well-respected and very knowledgeable and she looks forward to being brought
up to speed by them on the operations of their departments.
Councilor Foster asked what drew her from Williamsburg to the Northampton finance director job.
What was the appeal for you?
As Councilor Quinlan pointed out, this is more focused, Ms. Nardi responded. Over the last 14
years she has learned a lot about what cities and towns have to do in Massachusetts and has
become more interested in the financial aspects. The foundation of local communities is their
financial standing. When the position became available she saw it as an opportunity to grow and
learn. She has great respect for the people who live and work for the city.
As Northampton looks at COVID recovery, Councilor Foster asked what challenges and
opportunities she sees within the finance director role in assisting in COVID recovery.
She knows there is a lot of money coming from the federal government. With American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA) funds, there are four broad categories of eligible activities: 1) helping
businesses, 2) using it for premium pay (she is not sure this is recommended at this point), 3)
using it to reimburse or fill in where revenues are low (she knows Northampton has been
challenged with meals tax, marijuana and parking revenue), and 4) infrastructure for water and
Page 2 of 4

May 10, 2021 City Services Committee Minutes

Approved July 26, 2021

sewer (Northampton has made some adjustments in its budget to offset losses in this area and
she thinks the city has also been talking about broadband). She thinks there is a lot of opportunity for the finance director to support the mayor. The idea is to use the funding to help the city
recover.
As a finance director, she will definitely be spending time talking councilors through questions
they have and there is a public education component to the budget, Councilor Foster noted. She
asked how she approaches that in Williamsburg and whether she finds herself taking on that task
there.
Town administrators have the pleasure of working with department heads and talking on Town
Meeting floor, which is a big public meeting with a lot of voters who are not necessarily familiar
with how government works. Although she doesn’t always speak, it is usually her words people
are speaking because she puts together explanations for the people who do speak. In both
cases, she’s had a lot of experience doing that. She is not a person who needs to use big words
or be the smartest person in the room, her goal is to make sure everybody understands the
process. She would like to believe she is good at that.
Councilor Maiore said Councilor Foster asked her questions. She welcomed her to Northampton.
Councilor LaBarge asked how the practices she utilizes in a small town will transfer to a large
community. She asked the population of Williamsburg.
Ms. Nardi said it is 2,500.
Though she will be new to this position, what might she anticipate as immediate challenges?
Councilor LaBarge asked.
Northampton has so many things going on and so much happening, Ms. Nardi observed. For
her, it will be learning all the players in Northampton; not only the topics and challenges but also
who the players are and who she needs to work with. Getting to know the direct people she will
be working with - auditors, collector/treasurers, etc. Those are her first goals, to get to know
people and learn where the focus should be with the finances. She looks forward to Ms. Wright
outlining some things for her and is thankful to have the next month to do that.
She is not so much worried about the processes themselves but the people and the players. She
needs to understand the people she’s working with to do the best job and to provide the best
information for those people.
Councilor LaBarge asked what her best methods are for communicating and keeping everyone in
the loop, including the city council.
She does think communication is really important, Ms. Nardi said. She feels it is very important to
see people face to face to get to know them. That’s a little harder now with COVID. Keeping not
only her door open but physically getting up and going to other people’s doors. She has talked to
a lot of people so she knows Susan Wright maintains a lot of visibility. Her goal and priority is to
maintain that communication.
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Councilor LaBarge thanked her for what she’s heard. She has worked with Susan Wright for
many, many years and not one time has she called her and not been helped to work through a
financial question.
Mayor Narkewicz closed by saying one of the things that made Susan Wright so effective is that
she started out as a small town administrator; that’s how she spent the early part of her career.
As a town administrator, you literally learn every aspect of city government; it’s not just numbers
on a spreadsheet, but putting the numbers together with the operations. He knows Susan thinks
Charlene will be a great successor.
Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the appointment of Charlene Nardi as the new finance
director with a positive recommendation to the full city council. Councilor Foster seconded. The
motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll call vote.
6. New Business
A. Discuss/Compile Questions for Animal Control Officer
Animal Control Officer Shayla Howe will be the guest at the committee’s next meeting June 7 th.
The administrative assistant asked councilors to please send her any specific questions they for
Shayla by Friday, May 21st.
B. Process/Scheduling for End-of-Year Reappointments
Members discussed that, although there is value in speaking to candidates for reappointment,
due to the volume of reappointments at the end of the fiscal year (an estimated 25 are known so
far), it wouldn’t be the thoughtful process they are used to. Members decided to forgo interviewing reappointments in this next round and instead decided to just interview initial appointments.
Members opted to maintain the custom of taking the month of August off.
With regard to upcoming departmental presentations, Councilor Foster suggested a discussion
about the potential for aerial spraying. She has personally reached out to Health Director
Merridith O’Leary and would like to put that on their radar as a discussion they’d like to have. She
suggested perhaps inviting her in in the fall. Councilor LaBarge said that sounds fine. She’s
hearing about it from people herself.
7. Adjourn
There being no further business, Councilor Foster moved to adjourn. Councilor Quinlan
seconded. The motion carried 4:0 by roll call vote. The meeting was adjourned at 4:38 p.m.
Prepared By:
L. Krutzler, Administrative Assistant to the City Council
413.587.1210; lkrutzler@northamptonma.gov
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Committee on City Services
and the Northampton City Council

Committee Members:
Chair: Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge
Vice-Chair: Councilor Karen Foster
Councilor Rachel Maiore
Councilor Michael J. Quinlan, Jr.

Meeting Minutes
Date: June 7, 2021
Virtual Meeting
1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
At 4:02 p.m., Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge (Chair) called the meeting to order. On a roll call,
Councilor LaBarge, Councilor Karen Foster (Vice Chair), Councilor Rachel Maiore and Councilor
Michael J. Quinlan, Jr. were present. Also present was Administrative Assistant Laura Krutzler
2. ANNOUNCEMENT OF AUDIO/VIDEO RECORDING
Councilor LaBarge announced that the meeting was being audio/video recorded.
3. PUBLIC COMMENT
There being no members of the public present, there was no public comment.
.
4. MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 1, 2021
Councilor Quinlan moved to approve the minutes of February 1, 2021. Councilor Maiore
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll call vote.
5. ITEMS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE
A. 21.268 Reappointments to Various Committees - referred by City Council 5/6/2021
Agricultural Commission
John J. Bobala, 25 Old Ferry Road, Northampton
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Richard E. Jaescke, 774 Bridge Road, Northampton
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Robert Vollinger, 460 North Farms Road, Florence
Term: July 2021-June 2023
Reappointment
Earle “Chip” Parsons, 137 Mill Valley Road, Hadley
Term: July 2021-June 2023
Reappointment

Page 1 of 5

June 7, 2021 City Services Committee Minutes

Central Business Architecture Committee
Joseph Blumenthal, 39 Chapel St., Northampton
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Urban Forestry Commission
Susan Lofthouse, 15 Stoddard Street, Northampton
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Council on Aging
Robert Dionne, 87 Vernon Street, Northampton
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Jeanne Hoose, 36 South Park Terrace, Northampton
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Historical Commission
Dylan Gafney, 23 Marshall Street, Northampton
Term: July 2019-June 2022
Reappointment
Barbara Blumenthal, 39 Chapel Street, Northampton
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Housing Partnership
Julio Alves, 35 Fort Hill Terrace, Northampton
Term: July 2021- June 2024
Reappointment
James Reis, 108 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Parks and Recreation Commission
Julia Chevan, 8 Cosmian Avenue, Florence
Term: July 2020-June 2023
Reappointment
Planning Board
George Kohout, Full Member, 234 State Street, Northampton
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Zoning Board of Appeals
Maureen Scanlon, 197 Nonotuck Street, Florence
Term: July 2021-June 2024
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Reappointment
Councilor LaBarge noted that they have fifteen reappointments. She said she would break them
into categories. She listed the four candidates for reappointment to the Agricultural Commission.
Councilor Quinlan moved to forward the reappointments of John J. Bobala, Richard
Jaescke, Robert Vollinger and Earle “Chip” Parsons to the Agricultural Commission to the
full city council with a positive recommendation. Councilor Foster seconded. The motion
passed unanimously 4:0 by roll call vote.
Councilor Foster moved to forward the reappointment of Joseph Blumenthal to the
Central Business Architecture Committee (CBAC) to the full city council with a positive
recommendation. Councilor Maiore seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll
call vote.
Councilor Maiore moved to forward the reappointment of Susan Lofthouse to the Urban
Forestry Commission (UFC) to the full city council with a positive recommendation.
Councilor Foster seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll call vote.
Councilor Quinlan moved to forward the reappointments of Robert Dionne and Jeanne
Hoose to the Council on Aging (COA) to the full city council with a positive
recommendation. Councilor Foster seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll
call vote.
Councilor Maiore moved to forward the reappointments of Dylan Gaffney and Barbara
Blumenthal to the Historical Commission to the full city council with a positive
recommendation. Councilor Foster seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll
call vote.
Councilor Foster moved to forward the reappointments of Julio Alves and James Reis to
the Housing Partnership to the full city council with a positive recommendation. Councilor
Maiore seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll call vote.
Councilor Maiore moved to forward the reappointment of Julia Chevan to the Parks and
Recreation Commission to the full city council with a positive recommendation. Councilor
Foster seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll call vote.
Councilor Maiore said Julia Chevan is her constituent and she is wonderful. She has invited all
councilors to come try out pickle ball at 4 p.m.at the Look Park tennis courts on Sunday at 4 p.m.
Councilor Quinlan moved to forward the reappointment of George Kohout to the Planning
Board to the full city council with a positive recommendation. Councilor Foster seconded.
The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll call vote.
Councilor Foster moved to forward the reappointment of Maureen Scanlon to the Zoning
Board of Appeals to the full city council with a positive recommendation. Councilor
Maiore seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll call vote.
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B. 21.273 Reappointments to Various Committees - referred by City Council 5/20/2021
Arts Council
Danielle Amodeo, 50 Union Street, Apt. #13, Northampton
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Freeman Stein, 27 Fairfield Avenue, Florence,
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Council on Aging
Cynthia Langley, 419 Fairway Village, Leeds
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Housing Partnership
Jennifer Dierenger, 60 North Street, Northampton
Term: July 2021- June 2024
To fill a vacancy
Urban Forestry Commission
Jen Werner, 16 Winthrop Street, Northampton
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Molly Hale, 96 Oak Street, Florence
Term: July 2021-June 2023
Reappointment
Councilor Maiore moved to forward the reappointments of Danielle Amodeo and Freeman
Stein to the Northampton Arts Council to the full city council with a positive
recommendation. Councilor Foster seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll
call vote.
Councilor Maiore moved to forward the reappointment of Cynthia Langley to the Council
on Aging to the full city council with a positive recommendation. Councilor Quinlan
seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll call vote.
Councilor Quinlan said he had a very brief discussion with Jennifer Dierenger this morning. He
doesn’t know Jen but met her on the phone today. She used to be on the Planning Board and
when she was on the Planning Board she was the Planning Board appointee to the housing
partnership. She is an attorney who teaches a business law course at UMass and has a career in
her personal life to advocate for residents of affordable housing.
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Councilor Quinlan moved to forward the appointment of Jennifer Dierenger to the
Northampton Housing Partnership to the full city council with a positive recommendation.
Councilor Foster seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll call vote.
Councilor Foster moved to forward the reappointments of Jen Warner and Molly Hale to
the Urban Forestry Commission to the full city council with a positive recommendation.
Councilor Maiore seconded. The motion passed unanimously 4:0 by roll call vote.
6. New Business
Members discussed upcoming departmental presentations and whether they wanted to
reschedule the Animal Control Officer’s presentation.
Councilor Foster said she would still enjoy talking to Shayla Howe and thought it might help put
the requirements of the job into context before a new site is found. She mentioned that there is a
meeting tomorrow at the Northampton Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (NSPCA).
She is unable to attend but said she would follow up after. Councilor Maiore said she is planning
to go, so she would report back.
7. Adjourn
There being no further business, Councilor Quinlan moved to adjourn. Councilor Foster
seconded. The motion carried 4:0 by roll call vote. The meeting was adjourned at 4:23 p.m.
Prepared By:
L. Krutzler, Administrative Assistant to the City Council
413.587.1210; lkrutzler@northamptonma.gov
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MAYOR DAVID J. NARKEWICZ
City of Northampton
Office of the Mayor
210 Main Street Room 12
Northampton, MA 01060-3199
(413) 587-1249 Fax: (413) 587-1275
mayor@northamptonma.gov
DATE:

July 15, 2021

TO:

City Council

FROM:

Mayor David J. Narkewicz

SUBJECT:

Appointments to Boards, Committees, and Commissions

Please find the attached appointment to City Boards, Committees, and Commissions:

Council on Aging
Michael Ford, 6 Massasoit Street, Northampton, MA
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Historical Commission
Steven Moga, 89 Marian Street, Northampton
WMAIA Nominee
Term: August 2021-June 2024
To fill a vacancy as the WMAIA representative
Trust Fund Committee
Joseph Wilhelm III, 54 Prospect Street, Northampton
Term: August 2021-June 2024
To fill a vacancy
Urban Forestry Commission
Robert Postel, 44 Washington Avenue, Northampton
Term: July 2021-June 2024
Reappointment
Whiting Street Fund Committee
MariJon “MJ” Adams, 60 Norwood Avenue, Florence
Term: August 2021-June 2024
To fill a vacancy

7/13/2021

City of Northampton Mail - Online Form Submittal: Application for Appointment to Boards, Committees and Commissions

Racial / Ethnic Background

Field not completed.

Boards and Committees

Trust Fund Committee

Please list "other" board or
committee of interest

Field not completed.

What skills and experience
will you bring to this
committee assignment?

I am a Trustee of Hampshire County Retirement Board. When I
joined in 2003 it invested $99 million; the fund is now $419
million. I have attended national conferences on investing for
public funds every year (except last year and this year) and
attended the Wharton program for pension investing.

Are you currently serving or
have you served on any city
committee?

No

Please list other city
committees you have served
on

Used to represent Northampton on the Council of Governments
-- 1991 - 2003.

Required: Please read the following, by signing below you state that you understand
and agree.
The filing of this form does not guarantee my appointment. An application is kept on
file for two (2) years; after that I must file a new application. Being appointed to a
committee, board, or commission means that I am considered a Municipal
Employee under MGL Chapter 268A and thereby subject to Conflict of Interest Law
MGL Chapter 268A, Financial Disclosure Law MGL Chapter 2688, as well as Open
Meeting Law MGL Chapter 39: Section 238. I understand that I will take the conflict
of interest test after being appointed and that I also must be sworn in by the City
Clerk. I will contact the appointing authority with any questions about my service.
Important: Once this form is submitted it becomes a public document, if there is
information you do not want open to the public please do not include it on this form.
Signature

Joseph A. Wilhelm III

Date

7/9/2021
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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City of Northampton Mail - Online Form Submittal: Application for Appointment to Boards, Committees and Commissions

Racial / Ethnic Background

White

Boards and Committees

Whiting Street Fund Committee

Please list "other" board or
committee of interest

Field not completed.

What skills and experience
will you bring to this
committee assignment?

years of work on social and economic justice.- connections to
Habitat for Humanity and faith communities

Are you currently serving or
have you served on any city
committee?

Yes

Please list other city
committees you have served
on

Planning Board in late 1980's

Required: Please read the following, by signing below you state that you understand
and agree.
The filing of this form does not guarantee my appointment. An application is kept on
file for two (2) years; after that I must file a new application. Being appointed to a
committee, board, or commission means that I am considered a Municipal
Employee under MGL Chapter 268A and thereby subject to Conflict of Interest Law
MGL Chapter 268A, Financial Disclosure Law MGL Chapter 2688, as well as Open
Meeting Law MGL Chapter 39: Section 238. I understand that I will take the conflict
of interest test after being appointed and that I also must be sworn in by the City
Clerk. I will contact the appointing authority with any questions about my service.
Important: Once this form is submitted it becomes a public document, if there is
information you do not want open to the public please do not include it on this form.
Signature

MJ Adams

Date

7/9/2021
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ik= 17405a3193&view= pt&search =all&permthid =thread-f%3A1704821635114401223&simpl =msg-f%3A17048216351...
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