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Please help your fam
ily and friends m

ake

safe decisions around tracks and trains.
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Report any problem

 - stalled vehicle on the tracks,
dam

aged sign, obstructed view
, signal m

alfunction
- to the railroad im

m
ediately.  Call the em

ergency
notification num

ber posted on or near the
crossing, or notify local law

 enforcem
ent.
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It’s FREE!  A

cross the nation, certified O
peration

Lifesaver Presenters are available to speak to
student drivers, professional truck and bus
drivers, school bus operators, general m

otorists,
law

 enforcem
ent, em

ergency responders and
com

m
unity groups.
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W
o

u
ld

 yo
u

 like to
 h

elp
 d

eliver O
p

eratio
n

Lifesaver’s safety m
essag

e in
 yo

u
r co

m
m

u
n

ity?
Fin

d
 o

u
t ab

o
u

t b
eco

m
in

g
 train

ed
 as an

O
p

eratio
n

 Lifesaver Presen
ter o

r A
sso

ciate.

V
IS

IT
V

isit w
w

w
.oli.org or call O

peration Lifesaver, Inc.,
at 1-800-537-6224 to

 co
n

tact yo
u

r State
C

o
o

rd
in

ato
r.
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W
alkin

g
 o

r p
layin

g
 o

n
 railro

ad

tracks o
r th

e rig
h

t-o
f-w

ay o
n

eith
er sid

e o
f th

e tracks is

tresp
assin

g
.  It is illeg

al an
d

 can

b
e d

ead
ly.
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Railroad tracks, trestles, yards and
equipm

ent are private property.  N
ever

w
alk, jog, fish or hunt from

 railroad
tracks. If you are found on this property,
you can be arrested or fined.
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Th
is sig

n
 tells yo

u
 train

s ru
n

 at th
is

lo
catio

n
.  C

ro
ss tracks at th

e cro
ssb

u
ck

sig
n

 o
n

ly, n
o

t an
yw

h
ere alo

n
g

 th
e

tracks.  
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The only legal and safe place to cross
railroad tracks is at a designated public
crossing w

ith a crossbuck, flashing red
lights or a gate.  Crossing at any other
location is illegal.
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If yo

u
 see flash

in
g

 lig
h

ts o
r a lo

w
erin

g
g

ate, it m
ean

s a train
 is ap

p
ro

ach
in

g
.

D
o

 n
o

t p
ro

ceed
 u

n
til th

e g
ates g

o
co

m
p

letely u
p

 an
d

 th
e lig

h
ts g

o
 o

ff.
It is illeg

al to
 g

o
 aro

u
n

d
 lo

w
ered

 g
ates.
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Trains are part of everyday life. D
on’t be

confused by people w
ho tell you that

rust on the tracks m
eans they’re

out-of-

u
se.  Th

ey’re m
ad

e o
f steel—

it ru
sts!

See if you can tell rusty m
yths from

 steely

reality.  A
re you up to the challenge?

A
nsw

er these questions, true or false:

1.
W

alkin
g

 o
n

 railro
ad

 tracks, o
r th

e

rig
h

ts-o
f-w

ay o
n

 eith
er sid

e o
f

th
em

, is illeg
al.

TRU
E.

It can take a m
ile or m

ore to

stop a train.  That’s 18 football fields!

Even if the locom
otive engineer spots

you ahead, he cannot sw
erve or stop

the train in tim
e to avoid a collision. 

2.
Y
o

u
 w

ill b
e safe if yo

u
 d

o
 n

o
t

w
alk b

etw
een

 th
e rails.

FA
LSE.

Train
s o

verh
an

g
 th

e tracks b
y

at least 3 feet in
 b

o
th

 d
irectio

n
s.

Lo
o

se strap
s h

an
g

in
g

 fro
m

 freig
h

t

cars m
ay exten

d
 m

u
ch

 fu
rth

er.

3.
It is safe to

 cro
ss th

e tracks

an
yw

h
ere as lo

n
g

 as yo
u

 can

see 1/4 m
ile in

 each
 d

irectio
n

.

FA
LSE. Th

e o
n

ly safe p
lace to

 cro
ss is

at a d
esig

n
ated

 p
u

b
lic cro

ssin
g

 w
ith

a cro
ssb

u
ck, flash

in
g

 red
 lig

h
ts o

r a

g
ate.  If yo

u
 cro

ss at an
y o

th
er p

lace,

yo
u

 are tresp
assin

g
 an

d
 can

 b
e

ticketed
 o

r fin
ed

.

4.
A

 lo
co

m
o

tive is n
o

t alw
ays at th

e

fro
n

t o
f a train

.

TRU
E.

Trains are som
etim

es pushed by

locom
otives instead of being pulled.

Trains can m
ove in either direction at

any tim
e—

particularly com
m

uter and

light rail passenger trains.

5.
It is safe to

 cro
ss th

e tracks ju
st

as so
o

n
 as th

e last car o
f a train

p
asses th

e cro
ssin

g
.

FA
LSE.

Yo
u

r view
 o

f a seco
n

d
 train

m
ig

h
t b

e b
lo

cked
 b

y th
e first.  W

ait

after th
e first train

 p
asses u

n
til yo

u

can
 see clearly in

 b
o

th
 d

irectio
n

s.

6.
A

s a p
ed

estrian
, it is safe to

ig
n

o
re th

e flash
in

g
 red

 lig
h

ts

at th
e cro

ssin
g

.

FA
LSE.

Flashing red lights signal the

approach of a train.  N
ever w

alk past

flashing lights or around low
ered

gates at a crossing.  W
ait until the

lights have stopped flashing and the

gate is up.

7.
Train

s are n
o

isy.  Y
o

u
 w

ill h
ave

p
len

ty o
f tim

e to
 step

 o
u

t o
f th

e

train
’s p

ath
 w

h
en

 yo
u

 h
ear a

train
 co

m
in

g
.

FA
LSE.

M
odern trains are quieter

than ever, w
ith no telltale “clickety-

clack.”  A
n approachnig train m

ay

be closer and m
oving faster than it

appears.

8.
Playin

g
 o

n
 rail eq

u
ip

m
en

t, tracks

o
r railcars is fo

rb
id

d
en

.

TR
U

E. If yo
u

 are in
 th

e rail yard
 o

r

o
n

 railro
ad

 p
ro

p
erty u

n
in

vited
, yo

u

are tresp
assin

g
 an

d
 su

b
ject to

 arrest

an
d

 p
ro

secu
tio

n
.  W

o
rse, yo

u
 co

u
ld

lo
se yo

u
r life.

9.
C

ro
ssin

g
 tracks w

ith
 a b

ab
y

stro
ller, in

 a w
h

eelch
air, o

r o
n

o
th

er n
arro

w
 w

h
eels req

u
ires

cau
tio

n
 an

d
 extra atten

tio
n

.  

TR
U

E.
N

arro
w

 w
h

eels can
 g

et

cau
g

h
t at cro

ssin
g

s.  If p
o

ssib
le,

w
alk - d

o
n

't ro
ll - acro

ss.  If yo
u

 are

in
 a w

h
eelch

air, co
n

sid
er g

ettin
g

assistan
ce.  A

lw
ays cro

ss at a

90-d
eg

ree an
g

le. 


