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Housing Partnership
5:30 PM, Monday May 11, 2020
Zoom Meeting
Members
	Rev. Todd Weir, Chair       ☒
	Edgardo Cancel            ☒
	Vacant

	Gordon Shaw, Vice Chair  ☒
	Carmen Junno               ☒
	Vacant

	Richard Abuza                   ☒
	                                      ☐
	Vacant

	Julio Alves                         ☒
	Jim Reis                        ☒
	Staff: Keith Benoit                     ☒



1. Introductions & public comment: No public comment 
2. Sep 14, 2020  Minutes: The Partnership approved unanimously by roll call vote upon motion by Richard Abuza  and second by Jim Reis.
3. Fair Housing Subcommittee Updates: Carmen Junno said the subcommittee wanted to get op-ed ready for the full committee, wanted to know the letter limit. Richard Abuza said 750. Gordon Shaw asked the question if we wanted to propose to the City to ban broker fees like Boston is. Landlords are not allowed to charge application fees, but brokers can.   
4. Ace Tayloe said that the City could offer a ‘match making’ site for landlords and tenants to meet as an alternative to Craigslist or for profit companies. Julio Alves asked if we are discussing only RentNoho or if there are other companies doing it. Wanted to see if there was a solutions for the op-ed. Ace Tayloe said that all companies charge the fees to tenants. Richard Abuza said that the solution needs to engage with the landlords and property owners. 
5. The Housing Partnership had questions about the Open Meeting Law regarding editing a document. Keith Benoit will look into this and report back. Ace Tayloe gave update on research they did on social media and said that the current op-ed needs to be cut down. The op-ed is the start of the conversation in the City for this. Let’s get some solutions out there. Gordon Shaw said that MA Fair Housing Center would be willing to come and have discussion with the Housing Partnership. Jim Reis said that the Housing Partnership should make recommendations to the City Council. 
6. Jim Reis said that all previous op-ed went through the Mayor’s Office. The Subcommittee will finish it up and send to Mayor for review. 
7. Jim Reis asked if a letter to the board at the NHA was needed to address the lack of Spanish application on their website. Todd Weir asked if anyone wanted to be a member of the board on NHA. Mentioned that is a time commitment. Keith Benoit will follow up with more details. 
8. Two-Family by Right Zoning: Sara Howard went to the meeting, lots of support for the amendment. One concern that the two-family did not have to be owner-occupied which could lead to speculation. Jim Reis said that any letter of support for this zoning amendment should talk about affordability. Todd Weir said that Keith Benoit could draft this letter. Richard Abuza said that any letter should be consistent with their values. 
· 	Richard Abuza motioned and seconded Carmen Junno approved unanimously for Keith Benoit to write letters of support and send to the Housing Partnership. 
9. Keith Benoit gave an update on soft-costs and affordable housing developments. Jim Reis said that the Housing Partnership should have a say in where soft cost go. 
· Letter of endorsement to use CPA funding for soft costs for Affordable Housing funded by $46,000 CPA funds: Motioned by Richard Abuza, seconded by Jim Reis, passed unanimously by a roll call vote. 
10. Keith Benoit gave update on Airbnb fees collected so far this year, and City’s Affordable and Fair Housing website.  
11. [bookmark: _GoBack]Richard Abuza asked if we do not have someone from NHA Board just yet, then can we send them letter letting them know we want to, but don’t have person name – ask for more time. 
12. Next meeting: The Housing Partnership discussed inviting the MA Fair Housing, Jim Reis wants an update on CRO/CSSP from CHD, Gordon Shaw said that eviction moratorium will be lifted on October 17, 2020. Ace Tayloe would like to invite Central Valley Tenants Union. Hannah Shaffer said that they drafted and tenant letter and would be willing to share it with the committee.  
13. The Housing Partnership adjourned unanimously at 6:51 p.m. from a motion by Gordon Shaw and seconded by Richard Abuza. 
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