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Next Step Collaborative 
Monday September 10, 2020 12:OO p.m.
Meeting Minutes

Please send your organization name, contact information, and type of service to Cherry Sullivan ( csullivan@northamptonma.gov ) who will be compiling a list to create cards and handouts for services within the City. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Example: MANNA, 413-584-1757 · manna@stjohnsnorthampton.org  Soup Kitchen 

Keith Benoit, Office of Planning & Sustainability: gave updates on the affordable housing lottery, RAFT assistance to prevent eviction, and the City’s homeless encampment policy. 

Pamela Schwartz – Western Mass Network to End Homelessness: please consider joining the Statewide Task Force on Coronavirus and Equity - https://mapublichealth.org/covid19equity/  
here’s the sign-on form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmkBjgMZEBUoxK9Aa9d7DLkgTtMleRz3lSKF13iHDArjCnPA/viewform 
There are 87 organizations statewide and it would be great to get more of Western MA on there!  Also here is the org sign on letter to Invest in our Recovery - to push back against budget cuts and for progressive revenue measures - https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/organizational-sign-on?source=direct_link&
Opportunity to hear from Ta-Nahesi Coates on Racial Justice and Housing on 10/6 - here’s the Network blog post on it (and subscribe to the blog while you’re at it!): https://www.westernmasshousingfirst.org/advocacy/2020/ta-nehisi-coates-to-address-racial-equity-and-housing-justice-during-and-after-covid-19-on-october-6/
Also concerned that there is not a site for the winter shelter. The high school is not a given at this point. There is some regional planning happening for that. Updated us on Western Mass Housing First website initiative. 
Trevor Dayton – Northampton Recovery Center: The Northampton Recovery Center is offering 'in-person' meetings on Mon, Tues, & Thursday at 10:00 am and 1:00 pm.  These are "All Recovery Meetings," supporting and welcoming all pathways to and of recovery.  If you know anyone who is need of Recovery Coaching services, please call or ask them to call the NRC line at 413.834.4127 
Or if you have any questions or just want to know more, you can call me directly at 413.237.4269 or email me at tdayton@wmtcinfo.org
The Recovery Center is seeing more people than normal, people that may have not previously thought that they had a problem. 

Rick Hart – Friends of Hampshire Homeless: Concern for the winter shelter (agreement from others). Seeing a decrease in volunteers and having to do more work himself. Optimistic about funding opportunities though.
Mentioned that there are homeless encampments at the Meadows and asked if they had been informed of the flood risk. Keith Benoit will check if that is a encampment that the City is tracking. 

Joshua Wren – ServiceNet Resource Center: New faces coming in every week. High capacity numbers. Long waitlist for shelter. Covid testing is running smoothly so far. 
We need a bigger space to service & shelter more people. Everyone, providers and consumers, are asking about what will happen as the weather turns colder (nights are dipping down to 50's, had some 40's here and there). Where do they go?


Steph Smith – Cathedral in the Night: Seeing lots of new people in the City and having behavior issues. She has not been able to develop relationships with all of them. How do we address this? Mentioned Commission on Policy – is that a proper avenue? 


Jay Levy – Eliot Homeless Services: Mentioned that Eliot is more than Brendan Plante (site outreach), but also Charlene who does mostly work inside. If there any questions about Eliot’s services, please contact Jay Levy directly: (413) 587-6427

There are also other people who work in this space like ServiceNet, Tapestry, and Healthcare for the Homeless. Jay gave update on his consultation with the City on their policy for homeless encampments, and that they City stopped short of sanctioning areas that homeless could camp, which has the effect of not informing people where they cannot camp (flood zones, etc.)


Kate Cardoso – MANNA: They have a tent set up at St. Johns and are discussing Friday meals (currently the City does not have any). They had the Mayor Narcewicz and Rep. Sabadosa prepare a meal recently and would like to see more politicians serve food to better understand the plight of people who are hungry. 


Cherry Sullivan – Hampshire Hope: They can give out Narcan, Nalo boxes (wall mounted) for FREE, Zoom training on them.


Laura Hudson – A Positive Place: working by appointment only but open accepting referrals and giving support. Voiced concern for the shelter, gave example of Kripalu Center or Smith College buildings that are sitting empty. Others said that Smith was brought up to Mayor and the response was ‘it’s complicated’. 


Jay Levy discussed that the state should look to expand hotel use to not only Covid patients, but people who are homeless and not have Covid. The Northampton hotel does not have any Covid patients and currently only the Everett hotel is open with 16 Covid patients. It would help people to keep from getting Covid better than shelters because people are not sharing the bathrooms. 

Cherry Sullivan discussed coordinating with CSO, Police Dept. and Downtown Business Association to address the behavior issue downtown. How can Crisis Intervention Training be applied to this situation? CSO has a SAMHSA grant. 
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