
Minutes
Northampton Conservation Commission

Remote Online Meeting
April 23, 2020

Members Present Time

Kevin Lake, Chair x

Mason Maronn x

Randy Krotowski x

Jack Finn x 5:50 PM

Jason Perry

Alec Bernstein x

Elizabeth Wroblicka x
Staff Present Time

Sarah LaValley x

Meeting Opened At: By:
5:31 p.m. Kevin

Minutes Approved: Motion By: Second By: Unanimous:
None

Public Comment
none

5 : 3 0   P M   – C o n t i n u a t i o n :   N o t i c e   o f   I n t e n t   f o r   b r i d g e   r e p l a c e m e n t   –   I 9 1   o v e r   U S 
R o u t e   5   a n d   B & M   R a i l r o a d ,   a n d   w i d e n i n g   o f   M o u n t   T o m   R o a d / U S   5 .     W o r k   
p r o p o s e d   w i t h i n   b o r d e r i n g   v e g e t a t e d   w e t l a n d   a n d   b o r d e r i n g   l a n d   s u b j e c t   t o   
f l o o d i n g   ( C T   R i v e r ) .       M a s s D O T ,   r o a d w a y   r i g h t s   o f   w a y . 

P a u l   K r u g ,   M a s s D O T ,   p r o v i d e d   a n   o v e r v i e w   o f   t h e   p r o j e c t .     A   n e w   s t o r m w a t e r   d e s i g n   w i l l   
p r o v i d e   a n   i m p r o v e m e n t   o v e r   e x i s t i n g   c o n d i t i o n s .     S t e v e   C r o n k i t e ,   P a r s o n s ,   o u t l i n e d   
c h a n g e s   m a d e   t o   p l a n s   s i n c e   t h e   f i r s t   s u b m i t t a l .       W e t l a n d   i m p a c t s   a r e   t h e   s a m e ,   a n d   w i l l   
b e   m i t i g a t e d   b y   c r e a t i o n   o f   a   n e w   w e t l a n d   a r e a .     F l o o d   s t o r a g e   i m p a c t s   h a v e   i n c r e a s e d   d u e   
t o   b a s e   m a p p i n g   c h a n g e s .     A   b i o r e t e n t i o n   a r e a   i s   p r o p o s e d   i n   t h e   e x i s t i n g   o f f - r a m p   
c l o v e r l e a f .     S o i l   t e s t i n g   i n f o r m e d   d e t a i l s   o f   t h e   b i o r e t e n t i o n   d e s i g n ,   a n d   m a n y   m a t u r e   t r e e s 
w i l l   b e   a b l e   t o   b e   r e t a i n e d .     F l o o d   s t o r a g e   w o n ’ t   b e   a b l e   t o   b e   p r o v i d e d   a t   e x a c t l y   a   f o o t   f o r   
f o o t   b a s i s   d u e   t o   c h a l l e n g e s   a t   h i g h e r   e l e v a t i o n s ,   b u t   a n   o v e r a l l   i n c r e a s e   i n   f l o o d   s t o r a g e   
v o l u m e   w i l l   b e   c r e a t e d .     I n   t h e   a r e a   o f   t e m p o r a r y   w e t l a n d   d i s t u r b a n c e ,   a   w e t l a n d   s e e d   m i x   
a n d   s h r u b s   w i l l   b e   p l a n t e d .     O t h e r   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   p e r m i t t i n g   i n c l u d e d   r a r e   s p e c i e s ,   w h i c h   
i s   c o m p l e t e   w i t h   a   n o - t a k e   l e t t e r ,   M E P A ,   w h i c h   i s   u n d e r w a y ,   a n d   a n   A r m y   C o r p s   o f   
E n g i n e e r s   s e l f - v e r i f i c a t i o n .     A   1 0 0 %   d e s i g n   s u b m i t t a l   i s   e x p e c t e d   i n   M a y ,   w i t h   a n   
a n t i c i p a t e d   f a l l   c o n s t r u c t i o n .     B e n e f i t s   o f   t h e   p r o j e c t   i n c l u d e   w e t l a n d   i m p r o v e m e n t ,   t r a s h   
a n d   d e b r i s   r e m o v a l ,   a n d   i n c r e a s e d   s t o r m w a t e r   t r e a t m e n t . 

E l i z a b e t h   m o v e d   t o   c l o s e   t h e   h e a r i n g .     S e c o n d e d   b y   R a n d y ,   t h e   m o t i o n   c a r r i e d   
u n a n i m o u s l y .     R a n d y   m o v e d   t o   i s s u e   a n   O r d e r   o f   C o n d i t i o n s ,   w i t h   s t a n d a r d   c o n d i t i o n s ,   
a d d i t i o n a l   c o n d i t i o n s   r e q u i r i n g   a n n u a l   r e p o r t s   f o r   t h e   w e t l a n d   r e p l i c a t i o n   a r e a ,   
r e q u i r e m e n t   f o r   7 5 %   r e s - e s t a b l i s h m e n t   w i t h   n a t i v e   w e t l a n d   p l a n t s ,   a n d   p r o h i b i t i o n   o n   



f u r t h e r   d i s t u r b a n c e   i n   m i t i g a t i o n   a r e a s ,   a s   r e c o m m e n d e d   i n   t h e   s t a f f   r e p o r t ,   a n d   i n c l u s i o n   
o f   a l l   s p e c i f i c   c o n d i t i o n s   f r o m   t h e   W a t e r   Q u a l i t y   C e r t i f i c a t e .     S e c o n d e d   b y   A l e c ,   t h e   m o t i o n 
c a r r i e d   u n a n i m o u s l y ,   w i t h   o n e   a b s t e n t i o n . 

5 : 3 0   P M   –   C o n t i n u a t i o n :   N o t i c e   o f   I n t e n t   f o r   p a r k i n g   l o t   e x p a n s i o n   a n d   
r e l a t e d   s t o r m w a t e r   w o r k   w i t h i n   b u f f e r   z o n e   t o   b o r d e r i n g   v e g e t a t e d   w e t l a n d .       
2 6   C a r l o n   D r i v e ,   N o r t h a m p t o n   F i r e   D e p a r t m e n t ,   M a p   I D   2 4 B - 0 8 6   A p p l i c a n t :   
N o r t h a m p t o n   C e n t r a l   S e r v i c e s   

M a r y   Z a w a t s k i   a n d   A l e x   F a g n a n d ,   T i g h e   a n d   B o n d ,   p r o v i d e d   a n   o v e r v i e w   o f   t h e   p r o j e c t ;   a   
p a r k i n g   l o t   e x p a n s i o n   i n t o   t h e   b u f f e r   z o n e .     S i n c e   t h e   f i r s t   p u b l i c   h e a r i n g ,   c h a n g e s   h a v e   
b e e n   m a d e   t o   t h e   p l a n s ,   i n c l u d i n g   t w o   t r e e s   p r o p o s e d   f o r   t h e   C a r l o n   D r i v e   r i g h t - o f - w a y ,   a   
s h i f t   o f   t h e   b a t t e r y   b a c k u p   t o   t h e   r e a r   o f   t h e   b u i l d i n g   t o   a c c o m m o d a t e   a   P l a n n i n g   B o a r d   
c o n d i t i o n ,   a n d   a   c l a r i f i c a t i o n   t h a t   t h e   d i s t u r b e d   a r e a   w i l l   b e   s e e d e d ,   w i t h   n o   p l a n t i n g s   
p r o p o s e d   f o r   t h e   b a s i n .     S o i l   l o g s   h a v e   b e e n   p r o v i d e d   t o   s h o w   t h a t   t h e r e   a r e   n o   w e t l a n d   
i n d i c a t o r s   i n   t h e   t o p   1 2 ”   o f   s o i l .     P e a k   s t o r m s   w e r e   r e c a l c u l a t e d   u s i n g   c o r r e c t   m o d e l i n g .     
S e a s o n a l   h i g h   g r o u n d w a t e r   i s   p r e s u m e d   t o   b e   a t   t h e   w e t l a n d   e l e v a t i o n .     A   f i l t e r   i s   i n c l u d e d 
t o   p r e v e n t   s e d i m e n t   f r o m   e n t e r i n g   t h e   K i n g   S t r e e t   d r a i n a g e   s y s t e m   d u r i n g   c o n s t r u c t i o n ,   
w i t h   a   t r e a t m e n t   u n i t   a s   a   p e r m a n e n t   m e a s u r e .     I t   i s   n o t   k n o w n   w h e t h e r   t h e   f i r e   
d e p a r t m e n t   c u r r e n t l y   t r e a t s   t h e   p a r k i n g   a r e a   w i t h   s a n d .     T h e   C o m m i s s i o n   a g r e e d   t h a t   
i n c r e a s e d   s t o r m w a t e r   t r e a t m e n t   s h o u l d   r e p r e s e n t   a n   o v e r a l l   i m p r o v e m e n t   i n   e x i s t i n g   
c o n d i t i o n s ,   a n d   t h a t   o p p o r t u n i t i e s   f o r   p l a n t i n g s   o r   o t h e r   m i t i g a t i o n   a r e   a l r e a d y   l i m i t e d   b y   
t h e   s i t e .     M a s o n   m o v e d   t o   c l o s e   t h e   h e a r i n g .     S e c o n d e d   b y   R a n d y ,   t h e   m o t i o n   c a r r i e d   
u n a n i m o u s l y .     M a s o n   m o v e d   t o   i s s u e   a n   O r d e r   o f   C o n d i t i o n s   w i t h   s t a n d a r d   c o n d i t i o n s .     
S e c o n d e d   b y   A l e c ,   t h e   m o t i o n   c a r r i e d   u n a n i m o u s l y . 

6 : 0 0 P M   –   C o n t i n u a t i o n :   N o t i c e   o f   I n t e n t   u n d e r   t h e   N o r t h a m p t o n   W e t l a n d s   
O r d i n a n c e   f o r   c o n s t r u c t i o n   o f   a   n e w   3 - s t o r y   a p a r t m e n t   b u i l d i n g   a n d   r e l a t e d   
s i t e a n d   u t i l i t y   w o r k   w i t h i n   w e t l a n d   r e s o u r c e   a r e a s   a n d   b u f f e r   z o n e s .     D e w e y   
C o u r t   P r o p e r t i e s   L L C ,   3 4   D e w e y   C o u r t ,   M a p   I D   3 1 D - 2 1 7 

Jeff Squire, Berkshire Design Group, provided an overview of the project.  A City sanitary 
sewer running through the parcel will be repaired during the work, and a shed within the 
Protected Zone will be dismantled by hand via access from Dewey Court.  Understory 
vegetation will be created in this area.  Randy moved to close the hearing.  Seconded by 
Elizabeth, the motion carried unanimously.  Randy moved to issue an Order of Conditions 
with standard conditions, and a requirement that the pedestrian crossing be elevated on 
piers at least 12” above the wetland surface.  Seconded by Elizabeth, the motion carried 
unanimously.

All other business not foreseen when agenda was published
Kevin recapped a site visit that he, Elizabeth and Sarah made to the Vollinger property on
North Farms Road.  A future application for work to address drainage along field edges may
be submitted.

As there was no further business the meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM




