
The Northampton Zoning Board of Appeals
Minutes of Meeting

May 26, 2016

City of Northampton Council Chambers 212 Main St., Northampton, MA

Members Present: Time

R Chair, David Bloomberg

R Sara Northrup

R Bob Riddle, Assoc. Member

R Elizabeth Silver, Associate Member

Staff:
R Senior Planner, Carolyn Misch

5:30 PM David Bloomberg  opened public comment.
Janet Gross, Round Hill Road raised a concern about a non permitted sign at the Former Clarke School 
that was contrary to a previous Zoning Board of Appeals decision.

5:35 PM  David Bloomberg opened the continuation of a commercial Finding and appeal by Jeremy 
Kochapski to convert a use at 196 Cooke Ave, Northampton Map Id 18-22.

David Bloomberg described request for continuation.
Upon motion by Elizabeth Silver and second by Sara Northrup the Board voted to continue the hearing to 
June 23, at 5:40 PM.

5:37 PM  David Bloomberg opened the Special Permit for more than one sign at Smith College main 
entry Elms St and College Lane Map Id 31B-244, 245.

Alison Richardson,  Landscape Architect representing Smith, described and presented the request for the 
College to be able to create a main gateway entrance with signs flanking both sides of College Lane.
Sara Northrup asked if the letters are curved

Richardson indicated that were flat against the stone wall.

David Bloomberg asked about sign distance coming from the west and if it would be blocked.

Richardson stated that VHB (engineers) had designed it to meet safety requirements.

The Board discussed lighting of the signs and impacts to properties across the street.

Upon motion by Bob Riddle and second by Sara Northrup, the Board voted unanimously to close the 
hearing and approve the plan as submitted.

Upon motion by Sara Northrup and second by Bob Riddle, the Board voted unanimously to approve 
minutes of Mar 24,(2) and May 12 with change.
5:55 Adjourn.



2


