
The Northampton Zoning Board of Appeals
Minutes of Meeting

May 12, 2016

City of Northampton Council Chambers 212 Main St., Northampton, MA

Members Present: Time

R Chair, David Bloomberg Stepped down to 
5:30 returned 
5:48 PM

R Sara Northrup

R Bob Riddle, Assoc. Member

R Elizabeth Silver, Associate Member

Staff:
R Senior Planner, Carolyn Misch

Planning Director, Wayne Feiden

5:30 PM David Bloomberg  opened public comment.  There was none.

David Bloomberg stepped out of the room due to conflict of interest with applicant.

5:30 PM  Sara Northrup opened the Commercial Finding Lori Paporello and Ellie Shellburne 
Northampton Veterinary Clinic to convert non-conforming medical office use to veterinary use 
at 190 Nonotuck St, Florence, Map ID 23A-291.

Lori Papporello and Ellie Shellburne presented the request and operational functions, noting 
fencing for walking patients and waste clean up.

Elizabeth Silver asked whether this is an expansion or a move?
Shellburne noted that they haven’t decided what to do with the site on South Street but would 
like to move entire operations.

Bob Riddle asked about boarding?

No boarding, but kennel spaces would be located inside.

Maureen Scanlon, 197 Nonotuck also speaking for owners at 192 Nonotuck, asked what part of 
the building and how much of the building would be occupied and hours of 

Shellburne noted that it is in the southeast corner of the building.

Scanlon asked about emergency overnight?

Shellburne indicated there would not be any.
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Upon motion by Elizabeth Silver and second by Bob Riddle, the board closed the hearing.

Upon motion by Bob Riddle and second by Elizabeth Silver, the Board voted unanimously to 
grant Finding.

5:48 PM  David Bloomberg opened the hearing for Commercial Finding for buffer/setback for 
New England Urban Senior Living LLC for new construction 62 unit residential building with 
9,000 square feet of ground floor commercial use and associated parking structure at 10 Hawley 
St, Northampton Map Id 32A-170, 171, 197.

Staff clarified the nature of the project.

Dave Sanders, HPD Cambridge described concept of project.  Noted that retail and restaurant 
parking is slated to for this site.  Housing units will use underground /covered storage.

Noted that one curb cut on Hawley will be closed.  Buffers increase on all sides.

Will save most of the existing trees.  Fence to be installed

Sara Northrup asked for clarification about number of existing curb cuts.

Will widen the sidewalk to 6’ and installing granite curbing.

David Bloomberg clarified standard, reducing impervious adding green and planting, eliminating
curb cut, reduction in total number of parking space.

Sanders confirmed.

David Bloomberg asked about lighting?

Sanders noted that existing lighting on site has no cutoffs.  New lights will be installed to comply
with standards.

Jim Nash, 18 Montview Drive, asked that curb cut be left open on Hawley intead of Phillips.
Staff explained reasons for closing the curb cut on Hawley

Holly rector on 36  Phillips place pitched curb cut to be placed on Hawley for Phillips.

Linda Conklin 22 Butler Place. Wants curb cut on Hawley Street
Upon motion by Elizabeth Silver and second by Sara Northrup the board voted to close the 
hearing.

Board discussed merits of application.

David Bloomberg noted again the standard and the improvements couldn’t be considered 
substantially more detrimental to the neighborhood than the existing conditions.
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Upon motion by Sara Northrup and second by Elizabeth Silver the Board voted to approve.

6:30 PM David Bloomberg opened Dimensional Variance for 2 Flag lots by Neil and Kerry 
Homestead at 408 North Farms Rd, Florence Map Id 7-11.

Benjamin Barnes asked for continuance for June 9 at 5:30

Upon motion by Sara Northrup and second by Elizabeth Silver, the Board voted unanimously to 
approve 

6:30 Adjourn.


