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  The Northampton Planning Board
Minutes of Meeting

April 28, 2016
City of Northampton Council Chambers, 210 Main St., Northampton, MA

Members Present: Time

R Chair, Debin Bruce 

R Vice Chair, John Lutz 

R Ann DeWitt Brooks

R William Grinnell

R Karla Youngblood

R Mark Sullivan

Theresa “Tess” Poe

R Dan Felten, Associate Member

Alan Verson, Associate Member

Staff:

R Planning Director, Wayne Feiden

Senior Planner, Carolyn Misch

7:00 PM Debin Bruce opened the public meeting with an invitation for public comment.  There was 
none.

7:00 PM Debin Bruce opened the hearing on the Site Plan for construction 3,850 square foot auto 
mechanics building at 1812 Auto/130 Spring St, Florence, Map ID 22B-8.

Tom Pease, applicant presented the project and noted that the new driveway would be far away 
from the curb cut at Florence Fields.  

Ann DeWitt Brooks asked about narrowing the existing curb cut.
Pease indicated he would narrow the existing driveway.

Mark Sullivan asked about the hours of operation for pick u p and drop off.

Pease noted that there is not state permitting past 4:30 PM

Ann DeWitt Brooks asked about lighting.

Pease indicated they have a motion sensor light on the existing building and would the same for 
the proposed building in the back.  Nothing is proposed on the front.

Debin Bruce asked about bike storage?
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Pease indicated he would have no problem with adding a bike rack.

William Grinnell asked about the landscaping.

Pease described the existing and proposed conditions along the residential side of the plan.

Debin Bruce asked about Department of Public Works comments.

Pease noted that the driveway is lower than the street so there would be no runoff going into the 
street.

William Grinnell noted that the front landscaping is a good buffer for the residential neighbors to
the north but is should be maintained along the Spring Street side.

Andrew Church, abutter sated a concern about understanding where the layout and surveyed 
street lines differ.

Debin Bruce suggested this could be clarified at the Department of Public Works.

Upon motion by Karla Youngblood and second by Mark Sullivan, the Board voted unanimously 
to close the hearing.

Ann DeWitt Brooks noted her concern with the new curb cut.

William Grinnell expressed that it would be safer to orient traffic to new curb cut and shrink the 
existing one.

The Board discussed conditions to reduce the existing curb cut, create storage for at least one 
bicycle, require all drainage to be maintained onsite, maintain fence and vegetation along spring 
street and site lights off an hour after close as well as closing the second curb cut to use after 7 
PM.

Upon motion by Mark Sullivan  and second by John Lutz, the Board voted 6-1(Ann DeWitt 
Brooks voted deny) to approve with conditions.

Other:
Staff presented the ANR for the Christian Science Church.  Upon motion by John Lutz and 
second by Mark Sullivan, the Board voted unanimously to allow staff to endorse plans.

7:45 Adjourn.


