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Minutes of the April 19, 2016 Disability Commission Meeting 
 
Members Present:      Hannah Coyle, Chair 
      Patricia Shaughnessy, ADA Coordinator 
      City Councilor Marianne LaBarge 
      Ruth McGrath, Secretary 
      Gaetane Fortin 
      James Winston  
      Letitia Ward 
       Chris Palamis 
 
Members Absent:         None 
Members Excused:      None 
 
Recorder:   Ruth McGrath, Secretary 
 

1. Hannah Coyle, Chair called the meeting to order at 4:01 pm.  She announced the meeting 
was being recorded and videotaped.   

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT:  Kevin Pratt who lives at Salvo is interested in access to the Salvo 

garden for everybody.  He believes the Gazette owns the property.  Physically the paths 
are not accessible.  He has brought this up to the Tenants Association with no results.  City 
Councilor Marianne LaBarge would like to check with Wayne Feiden to see if there is 
actually an agreement for garden use. 

 
      3.  MEMBER INTRODUCTIONS 
 
      4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  January 19, 2016 and March 15, 2016.  Ruth McGrath made 
 a motion to pass the January 19 and March 15 minutes.  Letetia Ward seconded the motion 
which passed unanimously. 
 
      5  AGENDA ITEM:  Amtrak Station and Accessibility (Mass DOT)- Hannah Coyle.  Hannah 
Coyle, Chair received a letter from Mass DOT regarding the Amtrak Station.   DOT has been 
using test platforms.  They would like to replace the existing 46 foot platforms to 100 foot 
platforms to increase accessibility to more train cars at a time.   Chris Palamis thinks this is 
something we need to be aware of. 
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     6.  AGENDA ITEM:  ADA Coordinator – Hannah Coyle.  Hannah Coyle recognized  Patricia 
Shaughnessy's work as our ADA Coordinator.  Ms. Coyle suggested a relaxed gathering, 
reminiscing, reviewing past events  with pictures and memories.  Ms. Shaughnessy retires on July 
6, 2016.   Letetia Ward made a motion that we show  Patricia Shaughnessy our respect,  
appreciation and thanks for all her service in a short get together after the June meeting.  Drinks 
will be apprecited and if anyone wants to bring treats they would be welcome. 
 
      7.  AGENDA ITEM:  Crosswalks on Elm Street Near Smith College Campus Center- Letitia  
Ward.   Letitia Ward was hit by a car at this crosswalk.  Ms. Ward says drivers speed through the 
crosswalk and don't stop for pedestrians.  City Councilor Marianne LaBarge suggested we 
contact Transportation and Parking, Ms. Shaughnessy will call them.  City Engineers are trained 
on this type of situation and have the best solutions.  Ruth McGrath 
 
   8.  AGENDA ITEM:  Disability Commission Brochure- Ruth McGrath. Ruth McGrath 
provided sample brochures from other cities in Massachusetts.  She also gave each member a 
draft copy of a proposed front/back card type brochure and asked for edits and suggestions at the 
next meeting.   
 
    9.  AGENDA ITEM:  Northampton Senior Services Health and Safety Fair on May 12, 2016- 
Patricia Shaughnessy.   The COD will have a table with static displays.  Ms. Shaughnessy will 
bring the banner. 
 
    10.   AGENDA ITEM:  Continuation of Program Ideas for 2016.  Tabled for the May meeting. 
 
New Business- Reserved for topics tht the Chair did not reasonably anticipate would be 
discussed: 
 
1.  Ruth McGrath announced that the Massachusetts Office on Disability is updating their listing 
of all Disability Commissions.  We need to update our Chairperson. 
 
At 5:10pm a motion was made to adjourn by Ruth McGrath. The motion was seconded by City 
Councilor Marianne LaBarge and passed unanimously.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for May 17, 2016 at 4:00 pm.   
 
Video recording of this meeting can be found at: 
http://www.northamptonma.gov/1047/Disability-Commission  (Bottom of page, under COD 
Meeting Video tab)  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  

Ruth E. McGrath, Secretary 

http://www.northamptonma.gov/1047/Disability-Commission

