
Minutes
Northampton Conservation Commission

Hearing Room 18, City Hall, Northampton, Mass.
April 14, 2016

Members Present Time

Kevin Lake, Chair X

Mason Maronn X

Tim Parshall X

Tricia McGovern X

Jack Finn X

t.b.a.

t.b.a.

Staff Present Time

Sarah LaValley X

Aleta DeLisle X

Meeting Opened At: By:
5:30 p.m. Kevin

Minutes Approved: Motion By: Second By: Unanimous:
Feb. 25, 2016
Dec. 15, 2016

Tim
Tim

Mason
Tricia

All in favor
All in favor

Order of Business:

5:30 PM: Request for Determination of Applicability to Determine if removal and 
management of non-native invasive plants on conservation properties owned by the City 
of Northampton is subject to the Northampton Wetlands Ordinance and Wetlands 
Protection Ordinance. Northampton Office of Planning and Sustainability.

Laurie Sanders, Naturalist, discussed with the Commission her recommendations for 
removing non-native invasive plants on conservation properties. Laurie updated the 
Commission on the status of conservation areas since her last published report,  
“Rediscovering Northampton”. Laurie stated that they targeted 14 areas. Invasives will be
removed by hand pulling, stem injection and cut stem treatment.  Laurie will take pre and
post photographs in the same one season.

Susan Ends, Barrett St. resident, stated that Barrett St. Marsh is a treasure and is in favor 
of the project but doesn’t want it to disturb any wildlife birthing time. Laurie noted the 
various plants that have invaded there, particularly glossy buckthorn. 



Following a few brief questions by the Commission, Tim offered a motion,  seconded by 
Tricia to close the hearing which was unanimous.  Upon motion by Mason and second by
Tim the Commission voted all in favor to issue a Negative Determination of 
Applicability by Checking Box 3 and recommended that Laurie come back in the autumn
and next spring with photos and to discuss recommendations for the next step.  Any 
subsequent stage will be reviewed in more detail with plans.

 5:45 PM: Request for Determination of Applicability to determine if there are any areas 
subject to the Wetlands Protection Act or Northampton Wetlands Ordinance on the 
parcels described below. James O’Grady. Map IDs 23C-24, 109, 110 & 111, 43, 51, 57 &
65 Baker Hill Road.

Sarah stated that she visited the site and that there were no wetlands on the property.  
Two Baker Hill Road residents discussed with the Commission reasons they thought that 
there were wetlands on the property.  Upon motion by Tim and second by Tricia the 
Commission agreed to continue the hearing until the next meeting in order to re-visit the 
site and take a more detailed look.

Request for Permission for Metal Detecting at the Mill River Greenway.

Sarah stated that an individual requested permission to conduct metal detecting at the 
Mill River Greenway noting that items collected will be 6” below the ground or less and 
any items of interest will be donated to Historic Northampton.  The Commission gave 
their ok.  

Discuss 2016 Local Acquisitions for Natural Diversity application.
Sarah stated that she will be applying for grants for the Kohl parcel and Kensington 
Estates.

All other business not foreseen when agenda was published.

Barry Roth discussed signage, curb cuts and cleaning the culverts at Cardinal Way to 
save amphibians. The Chairman stated that the Commission will follow up with the Dept.
of Public Works.

The Commission discussed conservation commission priorities for community 
preservation funding.

Meeting Adjourned: Motion By: Second By: Unanimous:
6:45 p.m. Tim Tricia All in favor


