
Northampton Historical Commission
Minutes

DATE: Monday, March 28, 2016
TIME: 5:30 PM
PLACE: Hearing Room, City Hall Second Floor, 210 Main Street

Members Present: David Drake, Pauline Fogel, Craig Della Penna, Barbara Blumenthal, 

Dylan Gaffney

Staff Present: Sarah LaValley

Chairman Drake called the meeting to Order, 5:30

General Public Comment

Jane Rini expressed concern about a recently installed paved area and 159 Elm Street, and 

read from the Elm Street Design Guidelines.  Chairman Drake replied that the Elm Street 

design standards don’t address all possible categories of projects, but that the Commission 

will be revisiting these.

Ms. LaValley added that the Commission will be considering possible fine-tuning of the 

Ordinance.  As currently written, driveways are exempt from review so the design

guidelines do not applu.

Approval of Minutes

September 21, 2015, November 2, 2015, November 30, 2015, December 28, 2015

Ms. Blumenthal moved to approve the minutes.  Seconded by Ms. Fogel, the motion carried 

unanimously.

Presentation of Additional Materials and Request for Approval of ‘Alternate Plan’ to 

Demolition, 9 Pomeroy Terrace 

Matt Campagnari presented plans for the proposed replacement structure.  Parking will be 

located to the rear, with the existing curb cut to remain.  The units are proposed to be 

condominiums.  No garages are proposed, and the basement is proposed to be accessible at 

ground-level.

Chairman Drake reviewed the Commission’s decision that the structure was preferably 

preserved; the Commission agreed that the one-year delay could potentially be lifted if the 

proposed design fits the neighborhood and streetscape.
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The Commission provided additional suggestions for the new structure, including divided 

light windows, matching the eave fascia treatment of the existing house, installing 

complementing exterior lighting, and brick foundation exposure.

Mr. Campagnari will provide plans with additional details for the next Commission meeting.

Informal Design Planning Assistance, Historic Round Hill: Gawith Hall and Galbraith 

Gymnasium

Tom Douglas provided an overview of the project, which will be reuse of Gawith as a 

commercial structure.  Galbraith is proposed to be demolished, as its layout as a 

gymnasium creates tenancy and income generation issues.  The Galbraith area is proposed 

to be converted to a parking lot.  Planning board approval is also required.  The National 

Park Service did not find Galbraith to be a contributing structure, as it was constructed in 

1965.  Most of Gawith was constructed in the 1800;s, with a kitchen added in the 1960’s.  

This project will include renovation of the 1800’s portions and demolition of the newer 

area, which is almost hidden from view by the rest of the building.  A glass separation, in 

keeping with Park Service guidelines will be added to act as a ‘hyphen.’  A planted buffer 

will be added between the parking area and adjacent house.

Chairman Drake asked if architectural salvage is possible.  Mr. Douglas replied that marble 

and some other elements will be salvaged, but that much is industrial and out of date.

The Commission noted that site design issues will be discussed during the Planning Board 

hearing.

Determination of Significance Pursuant to Demolition Review Ordinance, 55 Main 

Street, Florence, Map ID 17C-197

Mr. Della Penna departed the meeting,

Mr. Gaffney noted that the building meets the significance criteria C and D from the 

Ordinance, as a structure that is associated with the broad architectural, cultural, political, 

economic or social history of the City, and historically or architecturally important, in terms

of period, style, method of building construction or association with a recognized architect 

or builder.

Ms. Fogel moved to determine that the building is significant.  Seconded by Mr. Gaffney, the 

motion carried unanimously.

Review of Mail

Copy of a letter from MassHistoric regarding a National Register nomination for the 

Clement Street bridge.
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Adjourn – 7:31


