
Committee on Finance 
and the Northampton City Council

 Councilor David A. Murphy, Chair

Councilor Maureen T. Carney
Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge
Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra

City Council Chambers, 212 Main Street
Wallace J. Puchalski Municipal Building

Northampton, MA

Meeting Date:  March 15, 2018

Note:  The Finance Committee Meeting will take place during the City Council Meeting as 

announced.  The City Council Meeting is scheduled to begin at 7:05 pm.

Meeting Called To Order

Roll Call

Approval Of Minutes From The Previous Meeting

Financial Orders

18.058 Order To Waive Chapter 61A Right Of First Refusal At 508 
Sylvester Road

18.058 notice of intent to sell parcel under m.g.l. ch. 61a - 508 
sylvester road.pdf
18.058 order to waive chapter 61a right of first refusal at 508 sylvester 
road.pdf

18.059 Order To Expand Parsons Brook Greenway With Land From 
Former Bill Willard, Inc. Property 

18.059 order to expand parsons brook greenway with land from former 
bill willard, inc. property.pdf

18.060 Order To Authorize Northampton School Committee To Accept 
Gift Of New Floor From Jackson Street School PTO

18.060 order to authorize northampton school committee to accept gift 
of new floor from jackson street school pto.pdf

18.061 Order To Reprogram River Road Retaining Wall Balance To 
Paving Projects

18.061 order to reprogram river road retaining wall balance to paving 
projects..pdf

18.062 Order To Authorize Payment Of A Prior Year Bill

18.062 order to authorize payment of a prior year bill.pdf

New Business
-Reserved for topics that the Chair did not reasonably anticipate would be discussed.

Adjourn

Contact:  D. Murphy @ david.murphy8@comcast.net 413 -586-5461

or   413 -586-5461
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City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 
_________ 

 
O-18.058 Order to Waive Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal at 508 Sylvester Road 

 
In City Council, March 15, 2018        
Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz and Planning & Sustainability 
Commission 
 

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, The City holds a right-of-first refusal on 1.858 acres at 508 Sylvester Road (Map 

ID: 20-006) as part of a larger Chapter 61A lien on 43+ acres; and 
 
WHEREAS, This parcel has been used for residential purposes for decades and is not part of 

the agricultural land of interest under Chapter 61A; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
City Council authorizes the Mayor to waive the City’s right of first refusal pursuant to the 
provisions of G.L. c. 61A. 

 
 



City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
O-18.059 Order 

to Expand Parsons Brook Greenway with Land from Former Bill Willard, Inc. Property 
 

In City Council, March 15, 2018      
Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the 
Conservation Commission 
 

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS,  The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends “preserving land 

to provide ecological and human connection between protected land at…Parsons 
Brook and Burt’s Pit. These …are connected ecologically and can be better 
connected along waterways (for wildlife) and high points (for human trails)”; and 

 
WHEREAS, The City is negotiating to purchase some of the land that is now or formerly land 

of Bill Willard, Inc: 
• 87.891± acres abutting the existing Parsons Brook Greenway; and 
• Additional land (roughly 40 acres) further west abutting that 87.891 acres and 

Parsons Brook; and 
 

WHEREAS,  The land contains valuable wildlife and plant habitat and a linkage along Parsons 
Brook;  

 

Ordered, that 
The Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or otherwise acquire for conservation 
and passive recreation purposes, as provided by MGL Chapter 40, §8C, any fee, easement or 
conservation restriction as defined in MGL Chapter 184, §31 or any other interest in the above 
land and any immediately adjoining land; that the City Council hereby accepts such conservation 
restrictions; that the Conservation Commission is authorized to grant conservation restrictions on 
any land so acquired; and that the Conservation Commission is authorized to contract for and 
expend any federal, state, or other aid available for this project, including any grant from the 
Division of Conservation Services of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, 
under the LAND/Self-Help Act, MGL Chapter 132A, §11, with such related restrictions and 
agreements as the City determines are agreeable; 
 
Further that $200,000 is appropriated for such acquisition; that to meet this appropriation the 
Treasurer with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow $200,000 under MGL c.44, 
§7(3); and that the Conservation Commission is authorized to contract for any federal, state, or 
other aid available for this project, including any grant from the Division of Conservation 
Services of the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, under the LAND Self-Help Act, 
Chapter 132A, §11 of the General Laws; 



 
Further that any grants, donations, or sales shall be used to reimburse open space funds used for 
the purchase. 
 
Further, that the City Council hereby accepts such conservation restrictions;  
 
Further, that the Conservation Commission is authorized to grant conservation restrictions on 
any land so acquired. 

 



City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                               March 15, 2018     

 

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor    

O-18.060 Order to Authorize Northampton School Committee to Accept Gift of New Floor from 
Jackson Street School PTO 

WHEREAS, the Jackson Street School PTO has decided to make the renewal of the school 
library a priority and formed a committee to create a vision for improving the physical space;  

WHEREAS, in anticipation of this work the PTO raised funds in excess of $46,000 to replace the 
existing carpet in the Jackson Street School Library with a new resilient linoleum floor; 

WHEREAS, the Northampton Public Schools has been offered the new floor as a gift from the 
Jackson Street Elementary School PTO; 

WHEREAS, the Northampton School Committee has voted to accept a material gift of a new 
floor for the Jackson Street School library;  

 WHEREAS, Massachusetts General Laws ch. 44 s.53A1/2 provides that acceptance of gifts of 
tangible personal property requires a vote of the City Council and approval of the Mayor; and 

Now Therefore Be It Ordered,  

The City Council hereby authorizes the Northampton School Committee to accept the gift of a 
new floor for the Jackson Street Elementary School Library from the Jackson Street School 
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) with grateful appreciation for the PTO’s interest in 
renovating the school library to make it a more fun and inviting place for students.    

 

 

 

 



AM 67254687.1  

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 
In City Council,   March 15, 2018 
   

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 

18.061 Order to Reprogram River Road Retaining Wall Balance to Paving Projects 

Ordered, that  
 
 the sum of $168,931.64, which represents the balance of funds previously borrowed to 
pay costs of the River Road retaining wall project, which project is now complete, shall be 
reprogrammed to be used for upcoming roadway engineering, design and reconstruction projects.  



City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                          March 15, 2018            

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor    

18.062 ORDER TO AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF A PRIOR YEAR BILL 

Ordered, that 

 
that the Council authorize the payment of a prior year bill in the amount of  $800 to Green 
Environmental Consulting for work related to the replacement of the gym floor at R.K. Finn 
Ryan Road School in April of 2017.   
                   
 


	Ordered, that



