
Committee on Finance 
and the Northampton City Council

 Councilor David A. Murphy, Chair

Councilor Maureen T. Carney
Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

(Vacant)

City Council Chambers, 212 Main Street
Wallace J. Puchalski Municipal Building

Northampton, MA

Meeting Date:  November 17, 2016

Note:  The Finance Committee Meeting will take place during the City Council Meeting as announced.  The City 

Council Meeting is scheduled to begin at 7:05 pm.

Meeting Agenda

Meeting Called To Order

Roll Call

Approve Minutes Of October 20, 2016

finance_minutes_oct_20_2016.pdf

Approve Committee's Calendar For 2017
In general the Finance Committee meets as announced during regularly scheduled City Council meetings.  In 
addition the committee may meet on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 5:00 p.m.  The 2017 meeting dates 
are as follows: 

Thursday, January 5, 2017 during City Council meeting
Thursday, January 19, 2017 during City Council meeting
Tuesday, January 24, 2017 @ 5:00 pm
Thursday, February 2, 2017 during City Council meeting
Thursday, February 16, 2017 during City Council meeting
Tuesday, February 28, 2017 @ 5:00 pm

Thursday, March 2, 2017 during City Council meeting
Thursday, March 16, 2017 during City Council meeting
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 @ 5:00 pm

Thursday, April 6, 2017 during City Council meeting

Thursday, April 20, 2017 during City Council meeting
Tuesday, April 25, 2017 @ 5:00 pm

Thursday, May 4, 2017 during City Council meeting

Thursday, May 18, 2017 during City Council meeting
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 @ 5:00 pm

Thursday, June 1, 2017 during City Council meeting

Thursday, June 15, 2017 during City Council meeting
Tuesday, June 27, 2017 @ 5:00 pm

Thursday, July 13, 2017 during City Council meeting
Tuesday, July 25, 2017 @ 5pm

Thursday, August 17, 2017 during City Council meeting
Tuesday, August 22, 2017 @ 5 pm

Thursday, September 7, 2017 during City Council meeting
Thursday, September 21, 2017 during City Council meeting
Tuesday, September 26, 2017 @ 5 pm
Thursday, October 5, 2017 during City Council meeting
Thursday, October 19, 2017 during City Council meeting
Tuesday, October 24, 2017 @ 5 pm

Thursday, November 2, 2017 during City Council meeting

Thursday, November 16, 2017 during City Council meeting
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 @ 5 pm

Thursday, December 7, 2017 during City Council meeting
Thursday, December 21, 2017 during City Council meeting
Tuesday, December 26, 2017 @ 5 pm

Financial Orders

16.196 An Order To Purchase 20.7 +/- Acres On Water Street In Leeds

16.196_20_acres_water_st_leeds.pdf

16.197 An Order To Purchase 55 +/- Acres On The Easterly Side Of Coles Meadow Road 
With Easement

16.197_broadbrook_greenway-55_acres_coles_meadow_road.pdf

16.198 An Order To Purchase 30.7 Acres In The Mineral Hills Conservation Area

16.198_mineral_hills_conservation_area.pdf

16.199 An Order To Approve Budgetary Transfers In The Health Department

16.199_budgetary_transfers_health_department.pdf

16.200 An Order To Approve Payment Of A Prior Year Bill For The DPW

16.200_prior_year_bill_dpw.pdf

16.201 An Order To Appropriate $7,500 To Pay For Services Related To Roofing 
Replacement Schematic Design Feasibility Study For Bridge Street Elementary School

16.201_msba_votes_bridge_street_school.pdf

16.202 An Order To Appropriate $7,500 To Pay For Services Related To Roofing 
Replacement Schematic Design Feasibility Study For Leeds Elementary School

16.202_msba_votes_leeds_school.pdf

16.203 An Order To Surplus Property Located At 221 Riverside Drive (Feiker School)

16.203_feikerschoolsurplusorder.pdf

16.204 An Order To Approve Inter-Municipal Agreements For Paramedic Intercept Services 
& PVTA Services

16.204_inter-
municipal_agreements_paramedic_intercept_services_and_pvta_senior_transport_services.pdf

New Business
-Reserved for topics that the Chair did not reasonably anticipate would be discussed.

Adjourn

Prepared by:

P. Powers, Administrative Assistant to the City Council

ppowers@northamptonma.gov, (413) 587-1210
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Committee   on   Finance  
and   the   Northampton   City   Council 

                                                                                                          Councilor   David   A.   Murphy,   Chair 
Councilor   Maureen   T.   Carney 

Councilor   Marianne   L.   LaBarge 
(Vacant) 

 
City   Council   Chambers,   212   Main   Street 
Wallace   J.   Puchalski   Municipal   Building 

Northampton,   MA 
 

Meeting   Date:      October   20,   2016 
MEETING   MINUTES 

 
1.    Meeting   Called   To   Order:      At   7:04   p.m.   Councilor   Murphy   called   the   meeting   to   order.   

 

2.    Roll   Call:       The   following   committee   members   were   present:      Councilor   Murphy,   Councilor 
LaBarge   and   Councilor   Carney.      One   seat   on   the   committee   is   vacant.         Also   present   were 
Councilors   Klein,   Dwight,   Bidwell,   O’Donnell   and   Sciarra .   

 

3.    Approve   Minutes   Of   October   6,   2016   Meeting:       Councilor   LaBarge   moved   to   approve   the 
minutes   from   the   previous   meeting;   Councilor   Carney   seconded   the   motion.      The   motion   was 
approved   on   a   voice   vote   of   3   Yes,   0   No,   1   Vacant. 

 

4.    Financial   Orders 

 

A.    16.177   Financial   Order   To   Approve   Request   For   Transfer/Appropriation   Of   Fiscal   Year   2017 
CPA   Funds 

Councilor   LaBarge   moved   to   return   the   order   back   to   the   full   City   Council   with   a   positive 
recommendation;   Councilor   Carney   seconded   the   motion.      The   motion   was   approved   on   a   voice 
vote   of   3   Yes,   0   No,   1   Vacant. 

   This   order   will   place   money   into   the   appropriate   CPA   accounts.      There   is   not   an   order   to   spend 
money   with   this   request.      Sarah   LaValley   explained   that   the   Community   Preservation   Act   requires 
that   the   City   spend   or   set   aside   10%   of   our   annual   revenue   for   open   space,   community   housing   or 
historic   preservation.      This   order   does   that;   it   puts   the   remainder   in   the   budgeted   reserve   which   is 
open   spending.      It   also   pays   down   debt   that   was   accrued   in   previous   years.   
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Mayor   Narkewicz   added   that   there   is   a   request   for   two   readings   this   evening   when   the   full   City 
Council   takes   this   order   up.      The   City   is   trying   to   get   this   activity   completed   along   with   other   items; 
this   information   is   needed   to   send   to   D.O.R.   to   set   the   tax   rate.  

Councilor   Bidwell   had   a   question   about   how   the   state   process   works   to   receive   the   $300,000   in 
state   match;   when   does   the   City   know   what   the   actual   number   will   be?      Ms.   LaValley   explained 
that   this   will   be   finalized   in   November.      In   the   event   that   it   is   vastly   different   that   what   was 
estimated,   an   adjustment   may   be   necessary.   

Approve   Appropriations   For   Recommended   CPC   Small   Grants   Projects 

a. 16.179   An   Order   To   Appropriate   $3,000   For   The   Gare   Collection 

Councilor   LaBarge   moved   to   return   the   order   back   to   the   full   City   Council   with   a   positive 
recommendation;   Councilor   Carney   seconded   the   motion.      The   motion   was   approved   on   a   voice 
vote   of   3   Yes,   0   No,   1   Vacant. 

Ms.   LaValley   explained   that   this   order   (and   the   next)   are   coming   forward   under   the   small   grants 
process.      Typically   these   projects   are   small   discrete   projects   that   require   small   amounts   of   funding. 
Ms.   LaValley   had   slides   that   showed   some   of   the   details   about   the   project.      The   Gare   Collection 
has   528   silversmithing   and   watch   repair   tools   and   101   accounting   books.      The   business   operated 
on   Main   Street   from   1785   until   1994.      The   grant   will   allow   the   collection   to   be   preserved   and 
displayed   in   climate   controlled   museum   quality   shelving.   

Councilor   LaBarge   thinks   that   the   project   is   wonderful   for   Northampton.      She   wondered   how   long 
the   shelves   were   good   for.      Ms.   LaValley   didn’t   have   specific   details   about   the   shelves,   but   did 
explain   that   they   were   museum   quality.   

Councilor   Dwight   pointed   out   that   there   was   a   cover   letter   that   came   with   the   orders   that   describes 
the   fast­track   grant   program.      Rather   than   wait   for   the   regular   funding   cycle,   smaller   projects   can 
apply   using   the   small   grant   application   process.      This   process   supports   projects   that   are   less   than 
$3,000   in   CPA   funds.   

Councilor   O’Donnell   wondered   if   the   community   was   aware   about   the   small   grant   program.      Ms. 
LaValley   explained   that   this   year   there   were   only   two   applications   for   small   grants.      She   had 
discussions   with   people   who   were   not   ready   to   submit   applications   or   the   projects   did   not   qualify. 
The   department   does   try   to   get   the   word   out;   Ms.   LaValley   encouraged   the   Council   to   help   spread 
the   word   about   this   program.      This   is   the   third   round   of   small   grant   applications.   

Councilor   Bidwell   wondered   if   the   scope   of   the   projects   was   defined   broadly   enough   so   that 
collections   could   be   protected.      Ms.   LaValley   explained   that   the   scope   of   the   program   includes 
documents;   in   the   past   money   has   been   used   to   preserve   documents   in   the   City   Clerk’s   Office.  

 

b. 16.180   An   Order   To   Appropriate   $3,000   For   The   Pro   Brush   Collection 
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Councilor   Carney   moved   to   return   the   order   back   to   the   full   City   Council   with   a   positive 
recommendation;   Councilor   LaBarge   seconded   the   motion.      The   motion   was   approved   on   a   voice 
vote   of   3   Yes,   0   No,   1   Vacant. 

Pro   Brush   was   one   of   the   largest   employers   in   Northampton   for   more   than   100   years.      The 
business   employed   former   slaves   prior   to   Civil   War.      Their   collection   includes   scrapbooks, 
photographs   daguerreotype   cases,   dinnerware,   manufacturing   tools,   and   brushes.   

 

 

B. 16.185   An   Order   To   Suspend   Parking   Fees   For   Certain   Dates   In   2016 

Councilor   Carney   moved   to   return   the   order   back   to   the   full   City   Council   with   a   positive 
recommendation;   Councilor   LaBarge   seconded   the   motion.      The   motion   was   approved   on   a   voice 
vote   of   3   Yes,   0   No,   1   Vacant. 

Mayor   Narkewicz   explained   that   he   has   been   having   conversations   with   the   business   community 
and   the   Downtown   Northampton   Association.      Almost   a   decade   ago   there   had   been   some   free 
parking   offered   during   the   holiday   season   and   more   recently   there   had   been   a   tradition   to   allow   free 
parking   during   the   First   Night   event.      Mayor   Narkewicz   wants   to   accommodate   the   request   of   the 
business   community.      This   order   would   suspend   parking   fees   in   the   downtown   area   for   a   total   of 
four   days.   

 

C. 16.186   An   Order   To   Authorize   Budgetary   Transfers   Into   Workers   Comp   Insurance 

Councilor   LaBarge   moved   to   return   the   order   back   to   the   full   City   Council   with   a   positive 
recommendation;   Councilor   Carney   seconded   the   motion.      The   motion   was   approved   on   a   voice 
vote   of   3   Yes,   0   No,   1   Vacant. 

Finance   Director   Susan   Wright   explained   that   this   order   will   allow   the   transfer   of   money   from   one 
account   to   another.      When   MIIA   sends   the   City   its   bills,   the   City   is   given   credits   and   the   credits 
are   applied   to   the   bills.      The   credits   ended   up   in   different   places   and   need   to   be   transferred   to   the 
proper   account.   

 

D. 16.187   An   Order   To   Impose   A   Lien   For   Cross­Connection   Charges   And   Fees   That   Have   Not 
Been   Paid   By   The   Due   Date 

Councilor   LaBarge   moved   to   return   the   order   back   to   the   full   City   Council   with   a   positive 
recommendation;   Councilor   Carney   seconded   the   motion.      The   motion   was   approved   on   a   voice 
vote   of   3   Yes,   0   No,   1   Vacant. 

This   program   is   carried   out   by   the   DPW.      They   have   to   go   to   various   locations   in   the   City   to   ensure 
that   the   cross­connection   valves   are   doing   their   job.   This   is   a   billable   service.      In   the   cases   where 
the   bill   has   not   been   paid,   the   City   would   like   to   have   the   ability   to   put   a   lien   on   the   property,   just 
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like   what   is   done   for   an   outstanding   water   or   sewer   bill.      Because   it   is   a   real   estate   related   charge, 
the   City   is   allowed   to   attach   a   lien   to   ensure   that   the   City   is   paid   for   the   service   provided.   

Councilor   LaBarge   asked   whether   the   City   could   place   a   lien   now;   Director   Wright   indicated   that   if 
a   property   owner   didn’t   pay   real   estate   taxes,   water   bill   or   sewer   bill,   then   the   City   could   place   a 
lien.      Now   the   City   will   be   adding   the   cross   connection   fee   as   another   bill   that   could   be   liened   if   not 
paid.      Currently,   if   property   owners   choose   not   to   pay   this   charge,   it   is   very   difficult   to   get   them   to 
pay.      This   is   a   method   used   to   recoup   that   cost.         Councilor   LaBarge   asked   how   many   properties 
were   affected;   Director   Wright   wasn’t   sure   but   Mayor   Narkewicz   explained   that   a   small   percentage 
is   residential   properties   and   a   greater   number   are   commercial.   

Councilor   Bidwell   wondered   how   wide­spread   a   problem   collections   was;   Director   Wright   didn’t 
think   the   problem   was   that   wide­spread   but   the   City   has   been   trying   to   tighten   up   outstanding   fees 
and   fines.   

 

16.188   Financial   Order   To   Accept   A   Gift   Of   Materials   And   Labor   For   Bridge   Street   School 
Library   Project 

Councilor   LaBarge   moved   to   return   the   order   back   to   the   full   City   Council   with   a   positive 
recommendation;   Councilor   Carney   seconded   the   motion.      The   motion   was   approved   on   a   voice 
vote   of   3   Yes,   0   No,   1   Vacant. 

Mayor   Narkewicz   eplained   that   the   Bridge   Street   School   community,   including   the   Principal   and 
the   PTO   have   been   working   on   a   school   library   renovation   project.      They   received   a   grant   from   “It 
Takes   a   Community”   foundation   in   the   amount   of   $100,000.      The   School   Committee   approved   the 
project.      There   is   a   deadline   on   the   funding   being   dispersed.      Rather   than   receiving   a   cash   gift,   the 
gift   will   be   in   labor   and   services.      The   grant   will   cover   the   cost   of   replacing   flooring,   shelving,   and 
some   construction   work.      The   project   will   be   supervised   by   Central   Services   but   it   will   be   paid   for 
directly   by   the   Foundation.      Because   NPS   has   a   $50,000   limit   on   gifts   that   it   can   accept,   the   City 
Council   must   vote   to   accept   any   gift   other   than   money   over   $50,000.      There   is   a   December   31st 
deadline   in   which   the   project   must   be   completed,   therefore   two   readings   by   the   Council   are 
requested   tonight.   

Councilor   Sciarra   agreed   that   the   project   was   necessary.      She   asked   if   there   was   a   plan   to   get   the 
renovations   completed   by   the   end   of   the   year.      Mayor   Narkewicz   explained   that   there   has   been   a 
committee   working   on   developing   a   plan. 

When   asked   by   Councilor   O’Donnell,   Mayor   Narkewicz   explained   that   this   foundation   was   started 
by   Aaron   Lewis,   the   lead   singer   of   Staind.      A   Bridge   Street   School   parent   is   the   president   of   the 
Board   of   that   foundation.      The   foundation   supports   community   initiatives   in   education   and   other 
community   programs.   
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E. 16.189   Financial   Order   To   Approve   Gift   Fund   Expenditure   At   Senior   Center   For   Computer 
Equipment 

Councilor   LaBarge   moved   to   return   the   order   back   to   the   full   City   Council   with   a   positive 
recommendation;   Councilor   Carney   seconded   the   motion.      The   motion   was   approved   on   a   voice 
vote   of   3   Yes,   0   No,   1   Vacant. 

Councilor   LaBarge   asked   how   old   the   computers   were   that   are   in   the   Computer   Center   now. 
Mayor   Narkewicz   indicated   that   they   are   probably   six   or   seven   years   old.      There   are   two 
instructors   available   for   training   and   the   room   gets   a   lot   of   use   for   this   purpose.      Councilor   LaBarge 
had   heard   that   the   computers   were   slow.   

 

5.      Financial   Updates   for   Fourth   Quarter   Financials   for   FY2016   &   First   Quarter   Financials   for 
FY2017 

The   updates   were   given   by   Finance   Director   Susan   Wright.   

Regarding   the   fourth   quarter   of   FY2016,   Director   Wright   highlighted   the   following:   

● Motor   Vehicle   Excise   revenue   was   $2.69   million   and   is   the   highest   that   Northampton   has 
seen   in   its   history.   This   is   revenue   that   is   driven   by   the   economy.      It   is   about   $152,000 
higher   than   last   year.  

● Hotel   &   Meals   Tax   Revenue   is   $148,000   above   FY2015.      This   represents   growth;   in   the 
past   few   years   hotel   and   meals   tax   revenue   has   been   flat.      Again,   this   is   a   number   that   is 
driven   by   the   economy. 

● Parking   Revenue   brought   in   what   was   estimated.      There   is   additional   parking   revenue   that 
came   in   beyond   what   is   estimated;   this   amount   goes   into   Receipts   Reserved   for   Parking. 
This   money   is   used   to   pay   for   capital   improvements   to   the   parking   system.      Parking 
revenue   was   $43,000   above   the   FY2015   amount.   

● Ambulance   services   saw   a   growth   of   $74,000   in   ambulance   fees   revenue   since   FY2015.   
● Building   Inspector   Plumbing,   Wiring,   Weights   and   Measures,   and   Periodic   Inspections 

brought   in   $80,000   more   than   FY2015.   
● Federal   Revenue   ­   Reimbursement   for   Medicaid   from   the   Schools:      The   schools   apply   for 

Medicaid   reimbursement   for   students   that   receive   medicaid   eligible   services   in   our 
schools.      From   FY2015   to   FY2016,   there   was   a   growth   of   about   $110,000. 

● The   revenues   were   $1.377   million   over   estimate   for   FY2016   and   were   up   $2   million   over 
the   previous   year.   

● The   City   has   a   very   good   collection   rate   for   tax   collection;   99.1   percent   of   tax   revenue   was 
collected   in   FY2016.      The   0.9%   that   was   not   collected   will   not   be   lost;   the   City   will   seek 
property   liens   for   unpaid   taxes   and   will   be   reimbursed   through   tax   title.   

● Expenses   excluding   schools   show   some   surpluses.      The   surpluses   tend   to   be   in   salary 
line   items   due   to   vacancies.   

● The   Snow   and   Ice   expenses   were   42%   lower   than   they   were   in   FY2015.   
● There   was   also   a   surplus   in   Veteran’s   Benefits.      Veteran’s   Benefits   paid   out   were   slightly 

higher   than   last   year,   however,   the   amount   was   below   the   three   year   average.      This 
particular   line   item   is   budgeted   using   a   rolling   three   year   average.   
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● Interest   on   debt   had   a   savings   of   $40,000.      This   was   a   direct   result   of   the   refinancing   that 
was   done   by   the   City   in   December   2015. 

● Regarding   medical   insurance,   there   was   a   turn   back   of   almost   $250,000.      This   is   primarily 
due   to   vacancies.   

● Regarding   Cherry   Sheet   assessments,   there   was   a   surplus   of   $224,000.      These   are 
outgoing   school   choice   and   charter   school      tuition   dollars.               The   City   paid   slightly   more 
than   estimated   in   outgoing   tuition   for   school   choice   assessments,   but   paid   less   than 
estimated   in   outgoing   school   charter   assessments.      The   State   gives   the   City   the 
estimates   and   then   they   charge   the   City   for   the   actuals.   

● In   FY16   the   City   spent   96.3%   of   its   budget;   in   FY15   the   City   spent   97%.      When   revenues 
are   higher   than   what   was   estimated   and   expenditures   are   less   that   what   was   estimated, 
this   is   how   the   City   generates   free   cash.      The   Director   estimates   that   somewhere   between 
3   and   4   %   of   the   City’s   budget   will   be   certified   for   free   cash.      Right   now   the   D.O.R.   is 
prioritizing   setting   municipal   tax   rates   over   certifying   free   cash.      It   could   be   January   before 
the   free   cash   is   available.  

● The   NPS   School   Department   turned   back   $12,921.      This   was   due   to   unexpended 
encumbrance   funds   that   were   not   used.   

● Smith   Vocational   and   Agricultural   High   School   also   had   unexpended   encumbrance   funds 
that   were   not   used.      They   turned   back   $9,882.      However,   with   Smith   Voke,   they   return   the 
money   and   then   the   City   eventually   returns   it   to   them   because   the   City   is   required   to   meet 
Net   School   Spending.      When   Smith   Voke’s   end   of   the   year   report   gets   certified,   the 
Department   of   Education   will   let   the   City   know   that   they   need   to   return   the   money   to   Smith 
Voke.  

● Both   the   sewer   and   water   enterprise   funds   brought   in   about   $450,000   less   in   revenue   than 
they   did   the   year   before   due   to   lower   than   estimated   water   consumption   due   primarily   to 
water   conservation.      (Councilor   Murphy   pointed   out   that   in   the   past   two   years   there   have 
been   water   restrictions   so   people   could   not   use   water   they   may   have   otherwise   wanted 
to.)      This   is   a   good   reason   to   keep   a   healthy   amount   of   undesignated   free   cash   to   make   up 
for   the   difference   in   expenditures.   

● Stormwater   brought   in   slightly   more   than   was   budgeted.      FY2015   was   the   first   year   in 
which   the   fee   was   assessed   so   there   was   a   lag   in   collections.   

● Councilor   LaBarge   asked   about   the   water   restriction   and   why   residents   are   still   responsible 
to   pay   for   a   stormwater   utility   fee.      Mayor   Narkewicz   explained   that   the   way   the 
stormwater   utility   fee   is   designed,   written,   and   implemented   there   is   a   fixed   monthly 
charge   based   on   the   impervious   surface.      The   water   and   sewer   is   based   on   water 
consumption.      There   is   not   currently   a   provision   to   reduce   the   fee   due   to   lack   of   rain.   

● Regarding   expenditures,   sewer   enterprise   funds   spent   93.5%   of   budget;   water   enterprise 
funds   spent   96.7%;   stormwater   enterprise   funds   spent   92.7%   of   budget;   and   solid   waste 
spent   95.2%   of   budget.      For   these   accounts,   when   revenues   exceed   estimates   and 
expenditures   are   less   than   budgeted,   these   funds   generate   their   own   free   cash   and   that   is 
the   money   that   is   retained   in   each   one   of   those   individual   accounts.   

Councilor   Bidwell   asked   about   the   near   zero   vacancies   in   the   school   department.      Director   Wright 
explained   that   there   are   lots   of   vacancies   in   the   school   department   which   require   the   schools   to   bring   in 
substitutes.      In   general,   schools   will   have   PS   that   they   end   up   using   for   OM,   which   is   something   that 
they   are   allowed   to   do.      Director   Wright   also   points   out   that   Northampton   encourages   its   schools   to 
spend   their   entire   budget.      This   is   not   typical   in   other   communities.      Mayor   Narkewicz   added   that 
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schools   also   have   school   choice   money.      They   typically   try   to   spend   all   of   their   appropriation   first   and 
then   the   school   choice   money   is   kept   as   sort   of   free   cash. 

Councilor   Bidwell   asked   if   the   internal   transfers   go   before   the   School   Committee;   Director   Wright 
indicated   that   they   did.   

Regarding   the   1st   Quarter   Reports   for   FY2017,   Director   Wright   noted   that   General   Revenues   are   about 
22%   of   budget   while   expenditures   are   about   30%   of   budget.      Director   Wright   is   not   concerned   about   the 
amount   of   expenditures   at   this   point   because   there   are   a   lot   of   things   that   the   City   pays   for   up   front   in 
the   year,   like   insurance   policies,   etc.      Regarding   the   enterprise   funds,   sewer   is   at   23.3%   of   budget; 
water   is   is   at   25.8%   of   budget;   stormwater   is   at   24.4%   of   budget;   solid   waste   is   at   25.9%   of   budget. 
For   expenditures,      sewer   is   at   7.7%   of   budget;   water   is   at   19%   of   budget;   stormwater   is   at   5%   of 
budget   and   solid   waste   is   at   9%   of   budget.      This   is   not   unusual   to   see   because   these   areas   have   large 
ticket   construction   items   and   equipment   purchases   and   those   happen   at   variable   times   of   the   year.   

Councilor   Bidwell   commented   that   the   Hotel   and   Meals   tax   revenue   is   pretty   healthy   for   the   first 
quarter.      He   wondered   if   it   was   typical   to   see   this   in   the   first   quarter;   Director   Wright   noted   that   various 
quarters   have   different   trends   and   these   are   about   what   is   expected   for   the   first   quarter.   

Councilor   Murphy   asked   what   impact   the   loss   of   the   Clarion   would   have.      Director   Wright   noted   that 
last   year   there   was   an   increase   of   $83,000   in   hotel   tax   revenue.      Mayor   Narkewicz   further   explained 
that   the   state   numbers   that   are   given   to   the   City   are   behind   somewhat.      There   is   a   lag   time   between 
when   the   collections   are   done   and   when   the   City   receives   them.      The   2017   payments   reflected   in   the 
reports   were   received   in   the   first   week   of   October.      It   is   unclear   what   time   period   this   represents,   but 
the   Economic   and   Community   Development   Director,   Terry   Masterson,   is   trying   to   figure   this   out.   

Councilor   Dwight   noted   that   overall   the   reports   are   a   reflection   of   a   burgeoning   economy.      Meals   and 
hotel   taxes   may   reflect   increase   in   fees   or   rates   imposed   by   the   individual   business   whereas   the 
parking   revenue   is   more   of   a   litmus   test.      The   rates   in   this   area   have   not   changed.      Part   of   the   reason 
parking   revenue   was   down   in   FY2015   was   due   to   the   weather;   giant   snowpiles   made   it   impossible   to 
park   and   therefore   impossible   to   collect   fees.  

Councilor   Murphy   asked   what   the   expected   impact   will   be   once   the   City   goes   online   with   parking 
machines   that   accept   credit   or   debit   cards.      Director   Wright   noted   that   revenue   continues   to   grow   in   the 
parking   garage,   even   after   the   implementation   of   credit   card   capability.      That   revenue   needs   to   be   offset 
by   the   cost   of   using   the   machines.      About   60%   of   the   garage   customers   are   using   credit   cards   and 
40%   are   using   cash.      These   machines   have   three   fees   ­   a   fee   for   the   Visa   or   MasterCard;   a   bank   fee 
and   either   a   fixed   or   variable   fee   as   well.  

6.      New   Business:       None 

7.      Adjourn:       At   8:04   Councilor   LaBarge   moved   to   adjourn   the   meeting;   Councilor   Carney   seconded 
the   motion.      The   motion   was   approved   on   a   voice   vote   of   3   Yes,   0   No,   1   Vacant. 

Prepared   by: 
P.   Powers,   Administrative   Assistant   to   the   City   Council 
ppowers@northamptonma.gov ,   (413)   587­1210 
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16.196 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council, November 17, 2016      

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the 
Conservation Commission 
 

O-16.196 
An Order 

To purchase 20.7+ acres on Water Street in Leeds 

 
 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving open 

space to expand the Saw Mill Hills-Roberts Hill Conservation Area to the north; 

 

WHEREAS, The owner of 20.7± acres located on Water Street in Leeds, the only parcel that 

can achieve this goal, has agreed to sell their property for $85,000;  

 

WHEREAS,   This purchase will provide more passive recreation opportunities and provide a 

walking linkage from the center of Leeds to the conservation area; 

 

WHEREAS, Funding will come from Community Preservation Act, other grants, and 

community contributions; 

 

Ordered, that 
The Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or otherwise acquire for conservation 

and passive recreation purposes, as provided by MGL Chapter 40, §8C, any fee, easement or 

conservation restriction as defined in MGL Chapter 184, §31 or any other interest in the above 

land and any immediately adjoining land, with such related restrictions and agreements as the 

City determines are agreeable;  

 

Further, that the City Council hereby accepts such conservation restrictions;  

 

Further, that the Conservation Commission is authorized to grant conservation restrictions on 

any land so acquired. 

  



16.196 

 
 

 

Reservoir Road 

Water Street 

20.7 acres (excludes seven 

acres that will be carved out 

by the seller) 



16.197 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council, November 17, 2016      

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the 
Conservation Commission 
 

16.197 
An Order 

To purchase 55 + acres on the easterly side of Coles Meadow Road with an easement   

 
 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving open 

space to expanding the Broad Brook Greenway and protecting the Broad Brook 

watershed; 

 

WHEREAS, The owner of 55± acres located easterly of Coles Meadow Road, Northampton, 

and an easement to provide access to Linseed Road, Hatfield, has agreed to sell 

their property for $55,000, below the City’s assessed value;  

 

WHEREAS,   This purchase will link the Broad Brook Greenway providing new walking 

opportunities for Northampton residents along an attractive ridge and into 

Hatfield, providing additional collaboration opportunities with the Town of 

Hatfield;  

 

WHEREAS, Funding will come from Community Preservation Act, other grants, and 

community contributions; 

 

Ordered, that 
The Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or otherwise acquire for conservation 

and passive recreation purposes, as provided by MGL Chapter 40, §8C, any fee, easement or 

conservation restriction as defined in MGL Chapter 184, §31 or any other interest in the above 

land and any immediately adjoining land, with such related restrictions and agreements as the 

City determines are agreeable;  

 

Further, that the City Council hereby accepts such conservation restrictions;  

 

Further, that the Conservation Commission is authorized to grant conservation restrictions on 

any land so acquired. 

  



16.197 

 

 

 



16.198 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council, November 17, 2016      

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the 
Conservation Commission 
 

16.198 
An Order 

To purchase 30.7 + acres in the Mineral Hills Conservation Area 

 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving open 

space to expand the Mineral Hills Conservation Area southerly to connect to  

Route 66 and fill in wildlife and walking trail gaps; 

 

WHEREAS, The owner of 30.7± acres located on Westhampton Road/Route 66, one of the 

gaps between the Mineral Hills Conservation Area at Turkey Hill and the Mineral 

Hills Conservation Area south of Route 66, has agreed to sell their property for 

$125,000, which is below the City’s assessed value;  

 

WHEREAS,   This purchase will build the Mineral Hills link and help achieve a priority parcel 

for both ecological linkage and climate change adaptation;  

 

WHEREAS, Funding will come from Community Preservation Act, other grants, and 

community contributions; 

 

Ordered, that 
The Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or otherwise acquire for conservation 

and passive recreation purposes, as provided by MGL Chapter 40, §8C, any fee, easement or 

conservation restriction as defined in MGL Chapter 184, §31 or any other interest in the above 

land and any immediately adjoining land, with such related restrictions and agreements as the 

City determines are agreeable;  

 

Further, that the City Council hereby accepts such conservation restrictions;  

 

Further, that the Conservation Commission is authorized to grant conservation restrictions on 

any land so acquired. 

  



16.198 

 

 

 

Subject area 



16.199 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                           November 17, 2016          

Upon recommendation of the Mayor  

16.199 
An Order 

To approve budgetary transfers in the Health Department 

 

 

Ordered, that 

the following FY2017 budgetary transfers be and hereby are made: 

Department Org Object

 Transfer

From: 

 Transfer

To: 

Health Department OM Contracted Inspection Services 15112 531007 (720)             

Health Department PS Salaries Technical/Prof 15111 512000 720                   

TOTAL: -720 720

Description

 

 

 



16.200 

 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

16.200 
An Order 

To approve payment of a prior year bill for the DPW 

 

        

In City Council                                November 17, 2016   

Upon recommendation of the Mayor 

 

BE IT ORDERED 

 

that the Council authorize payment of a prior fiscal year bills (FY2016): 

 

       UMASS Extension         $63.00  

 



16.201 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council             November 17, 2016                 

Upon recommendation of the Mayor 

16.201 

An Order 

To appropriate $7,500 to pay for services related to roofing replacement  

schematic design feasibility study for Bridge Street Elementary School 

 

Ordered, that 

That the City of Northampton appropriate the amount of $7,500 for the purpose of paying for 

owners project manager (OPM) services related to the roofing replacement schematic design 

feasibility study for the Bridge Street Elementary School, located at 2 Parson Street, 

Northampton, MA  01060, a school serving public school students in grades kindergarten thru 

fifth grade,  including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto, and for which City of 

Northampton may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority 

(“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of the Northampton School Building 

Committee. To meet this appropriation the Northampton City Council, with the approval of the 

Mayor will appropriate $7,500 from funds remaining in the account entitled Leeds Roof 

Membrane Project (19303 586514).  The City of Northampton acknowledges that the MSBA’s 

grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the 

MSBA, and any costs the City of Northampton incurs in excess of any grant approved by and 

received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the City of Northampton.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



16.202 

 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                     November 17, 2016          

Upon recommendation of the Mayor 

16.202 

An Order 

To appropriate $7,500 to pay for services related to roofing replacement  

schematic design feasibility study for Leeds Elementary School 

 

Ordered, that 

That the City of Northampton appropriate the amount of $7,500 for the purpose of paying for 

owners project manager (OPM) services related to the roofing replacement schematic design 

feasibility study for the Leeds Elementary School, located at 20 Florence Street, Northampton, 

MA  01060, a school serving public school students in grades kindergarten thru fifth grade,  

including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto, and for which City of 

Northampton may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority 

(“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of the Northampton School Building 

Committee. To meet this appropriation the Northampton City Council, with the approval of the 

Mayor will appropriate $7,500 from funds remaining in the account entitled Leeds Roof 

Membrane Project (19303 586514).  The City of Northampton acknowledges that the MSBA’s 

grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the 

MSBA, and any costs the City of Northampton incurs in excess of any grant approved by and 

received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the City of Northampton.  

 

 
 



16.203 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council November 17, 2016  

 

         Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz 

  
16.203 

An Order 
To surplus property located at 221 Riverside Drive (Feiker School) 

  
Whereas, the City of Northampton owns a former elementary school property located at 221 

Riverside Drive known as the Feiker School, and shown on Assessors Map 30B, Parcel 22; 

and 

 

Whereas, in fiscal year 2004, the Northampton School Committee, after determining that the 

property was no longer needed for district educational purposes, but citing a shortage of 

available childcare programs in the area, determined that issuing a Request for Proposals 

(RFP) to secure an early childhood education tenant for the building was in the best interests of 

the school district; and 

 

Whereas, the Nonotuck Community School, Inc. a private non-profit child care program, was 

awarded a lease in 2004 and has operated in the building continuously since January 2005; and 

 

Whereas, the Nonotuck Community School, Inc. was recently awarded a new, shorter-term 

lease effective July 1, 2016 thru August 30, 2019 to allow its Board of Directors additional 

time to determine whether it could participate in a request for proposals (along with other 

potential bidders) to purchase the building from the City; and  

 

Whereas,  the School Committee voted unanimously on October 13, 2016 to surplus the 

property so that the Mayor could seek authorization to sell the property at fair market value to 

ensure the Feiker School’s continued long-term use for early childhood education; and 

 

Whereas, the City of Northampton does not have a municipal use for the property and concurs 

with the School Committee’s recommendation that it remain in use for early childhood 

education; and so now be it 

 

ORDERED THAT  

 

The property at 221 Riverside Drive is declared surplus to City needs and is hereby transferred 

to the care, custody and control of the Mayor for the purpose of selling such property for use 

for early childhood education in accordance with Massachusetts procurement law and on such 

terms and conditions as the Mayor deems reasonable and appropriate.  



16.204 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                               October 17, 2016       

Upon recommendation of the Mayor 

16.204 
An Order 

To approve Inter-Municipal Agreements for Paramedic Intercept Services & PVTA Services 
 

Ordered, that 
Whereas MGL C.40 s. 4A allows for joint operation of public activities among governmental units, and 
 
Whereas, MGL c. 40, s. 4A requires that such inter-governmental agreements be approved, in a city, by 
the City Council and the Mayor, and; 
 
Whereas the City of Northampton provides services to and shares services with other municipalities; 
 
Therefore pursuant to MGL C. 40 s. 4A the City Council hereby authorizes the City of Northampton to 
enter into the following inter-municipal agreements: 
 

 For Paramedic Intercept Services for FY17 and FY18, and thereafter, shall automatically renew 
 for subsequent one-year periods unless terminated as per the agreement, however, not to  
 exceed twenty-five years with the following municipalities:  

 
 Town of Amherst, MA 
 Town of Hatfield, MA 
 Town of Conway, MA 
 Town of Southampton, MA 
 City of Easthampton, MA 
 South County EMS – serving the towns of Deerfield, Whately, and Sunderland 
 Highland Ambulance – serving the towns of Williamsburg, Goshen, Chesterfield, Cummington,  
                              Plainfield and Ashfield 
 Hilltown Community Ambulance Association – serving the towns of Huntington, Russell, Chester,    
                               Blandford and Beckett 
 Pioneer Valley Ambulance Service – serving the town of Westhampton and local nursing homes                                               
                               and hospitals 
 
 For Senior Transportation Services with the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority for FY17 via 
              the PVTA’s Pilot Program,  and which shall automatically renew for subsequent one year 
              periods unless terminated as per the agreement, however not to exceed twenty-five years.      




