
Committee on Legislative Matters

and the Northampton City Council

Members:
Councilor David A. Murphy, Chair
Councilor Ryan R. O'Donnell
Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra
(Vacant)

MEETING AGENDA

Date:  October 12, 2016

Time:  5:00 pm

Location:  City Hall Hearing Room

210 Main St., Northampton, Massachusetts

Meeting Called to Order and Roll Call

Public Comment

Approve Minutes of Sept. 12, 2016

CommitteeonLegislativeMatters-MinutesSeptember122016.pdf

Items referred to Committee on September 15, 2016 concerning Northampton Code of 
Ordinances Section 350 Attachment 7 regarding large scale ground mounted solar array 
systems for URB, URA, SR, and RR Districts

16.158_URB-PV Correction.pdf

16.159_URA-PVCorrection.pdf

16.160_SR-PV_Correction.pdf

16.161_RR-PV_Correction.pdf

Items Referred to Committee on September 15, 2016 regarding changes to Northampton Code of 
Ordinances pertaining to Parking

Explanation Letter from Mayor Narkewicz is attached.  It explains the proposed changes to 
parking regulations.
Also attached are the proposed changes to the Code of Ordinances as follows:

16.164 An Ordinance To amend Chapter 312-36 of the Code Book  by modifying Parking 

Meter Fees in  Class 1A & 1C and to add Class 1F

16.165 An Ordinance To amend Chapter 312-109 of the Code Book to modify time limits in 
Class 1A & 1B 

16.166 An Ordinance To amend Chapter 312-110 of the Code Book to modify time limit in Old 
South Street parking lot as described

16.164-16.165-16.166_Mayors_Letter.pdf

16.164_ParkingMeterFeesClass1A_1C_1F.pdf

16.165_Ordinance_312-109_OnStreetMeterZones.pdf

16.166_312-110_OffStreetLocationsOldSouth_St_lot.pdf

16.172 An Ordinance to To amend list of enforcing officers and penalties for noncriminal 
disposition from Chapter 40-5 of the Code Book - Referred to Committee on October 6, 2016

16.172.pdf

16.175 An Ordinance to amend Schedule III: Limited-Time Parking from Chapter 312 of the Code 
Book - Referred to Committee on October 6, 2016

16.175_Ordinance_Parking_King_Street.pdf

New Business

Adjourn

Prepared By:
P. Powers, Administrative Assistant to the City Council
413.587.1210; ppowers@northamptonma.gov

1.

2.

3.

Documents:

4.

16.158 An Ordinance to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of City Code by reinserting previously 
adopted provision for large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special permit for URB 
Districts

16.159 An Ordinance to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of City Code by reinserting previously 
adopted provision for large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special permit for URA 
Districts

16.160 An Ordinance to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of City Code by reinserting previously 
adopted provision for large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special permit for SR 
Districts

16.161 An Ordinance to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of City Code by reinserting previously 
adopted provision for large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special permit for RR 
Districts

Documents:

5.

Documents:

6.

Documents:

7.

Documents:

8.
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Committee on Legislative Matters 

and the Northampton City Council 
Members:  

(Vacant) 

Councilor David A. Murphy 

Councilor Ryan R. O'Donnell 

Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra  

  

    MEETING MINUTES 

 

Date:  Septmber 12, 2016 
Time: 5:00 pm 

Location:  City Council Chambers  
212 Main St., Northampton, Massachusetts 

 

1. Meeting Called to Order and Roll Call:  At 5:00 p.m. Councilor Murphy called the 

meeting to order.  Present were the following City Councilors:  Councilor Murphy, O’Donnell and 

Sciarra.  One seat on the committee is vacant.    

 

2. Public Comment:  None   

 

3. Minutes of Previous Meetings   

 

A. Minutes of the May 9, 2016 Meeting:  Councilor Sciarra moved to approve the 

minutes; Councilor O’Donnell seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on a voice vote 

of 3 yes, 0 no, 1 vacant.   

         

4. Items Referred to Committee   

A. 16.135 An Ordinance Relative to a Bus Stop on Main Street - Referred to 

Committee on August 18, 2016  

 

Councilor O’Donnell explained that the section of the code that this ordinance is 

amending is currently incorrect.  The bus stop is on the side of the block closer to the 

church; the ordinance says that the stop is on the other end.   The ordinance will move 

the stop from the church end back toward the Masonic Street end.   The Pioneer Valley 

Transit Authority came to the Transportation and Parking Commission meeting and 

made a request to change the stop.  In their opinion, moving it back is a safer location 

for the stop.  It will cause the City to lose one parking space.  The stop will now be closer 
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to the crosswalk at Masonic Street.  Councilor O’Donnell noted that the change was 

discussed thoroughly in the TPC meeting and looked at for safety issues primarily and 

received unanimous support for the change.  PVTA had also requested elongating the 

bus stop on the other side of the street.  This would have required eliminating one 

parking spot near the crosswalk.  There was a divided vote to elongate the bus stop and 

the measure did not pass.   

 

Councilor O’Donnell moved to return the order back to the full City Council with a 

positive recommendation; Councilor Sciarra seconded the motion.  The motion was 

approved on a voice vote of 3 yes, 0 no, 1 vacant.  

         

B. 16.136 An Ordinance relative to parking on Old South Street - Referred to 

Committee on August 18, 2016  

 

The ordinance will, among other things, clarify parking on Old South Street.   

 

The ordinance will add one parking spot at the end of Old South Street near Ryan’s Auto 

near Brewster Court.  It also clarifies existing reality up and down the street.  The 

metered parking will allow for two hour parking.  There is currently a fifteen minute 

parking space in the general location.  A Maxi Bus service occupied one of the parking 

spots, however, since the business’ route has changed, the parking allowed will now be 

metered.   

 

Councilor O’Donnell moved to return the order back to the full City Council with a 

positive recommendation; Councilor Sciarra seconded the motion.  The motion was 

approved on a voice vote of 3 yes, 0 no, 1 vacant.  

 

 

5. New Business:  None   

 

6. Adjourn:  At 5:06 p.m. Councilor Sciarra moved to adjourn the meeting; Councilor 

O’Donnell seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on a voice vote of 3 yes, 0 no, 1 

vacant.   

    

 

 Prepared By: 

P. Powers, Administrative Assistant to the City Council 

413.587.1210; ppowers@northamptonma.gov 

 



   

16.158 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

Upon the Recommendation of Office of Planning and Sustainability  

 

16.158 

An Ordinance 

 to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of City Code by reinserting previously adopted provision for 

large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special permit for URB Districts 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances, City of 

Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by correcting section 350 Attachment 7 of said code; 

reinserting previously adopted provision for large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special 

permit. 

ORDINANCE  

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City Council of the City 

of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 SECTION 1  

Add bullet in list of uses allowed by special permit shown below. 

URB USES ALLOWED 

Special Permit Approval required for the following uses by Planning Board unless otherwise noted: 
 Solar photovoltaic (PV), large-scale groundmounted not requiring the removal of more than 25,000 board feet 

of timber. Setbacks: 
Front: 50 feet 

Side: 50 feet 

Rear: 50 feet 

Maximum height = 30 feet 

Open space = 20% 
A planted buffer to abutting residential property shall be at least 15 feet in width along the property boundary. It shall 

contain a screen of plantings of vertical habit in the center of the strip not less than three feet in width and six feet in 

height at the time of occupancy of such lot. Individual shrubs shall be planted not more than five feet on center, and 

individual trees thereafter shall be maintained by the owner or occupants so as to maintain a dense screen yearround. At least 

50% of the plantings shall be evenly spaced. Whenever possible, existing trees and ground cover should be preserved in this 

strip, reducing the need to plant additional trees. Trees may not be cut down in this strip without site plan approval. 

 



   

16.159 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

Upon the Recommendation of Office of Planning and Sustainability  

 

16.159 

An Ordinance 

to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of City Code by reinserting previously adopted provision for 

large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special permit for URA Districts 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances, City of 

Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by correcting section 350 Attachment 6 of said code; 

reinserting previously adopted provision for large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special 

permit. 

ORDINANCE  

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City Council of the City 

of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 SECTION 1  

Add bullet in list of uses allowed by special permit shown below. 

URA USES ALLOWED 

[Special Permit Approval required for the following uses by Planning Board unless otherwise noted:] 
 Solar photovoltaic (PV), large-scale groundmounted not requiring the removal of more than 25,000 board feet 

of timber. Setbacks: 
Front: 50 feet 
Side: 50 feet 
Rear: 50 feet 
Maximum height = 30 feet 
Open space = 20% 

A planted buffer to abutting residential property shall be at least 15 feet in width along the property boundary. It shall contain a screen of plantings 
of vertical habit in the center of the strip not less than three feet in width and six feet in height at the time of occupancy of such lot. Individual 
shrubs shall be planted not more than five feet on center, and individual trees thereafter shall be maintained by the owner or occupants so as to 
maintain a dense screen yearround. At least 50% of the plantings shall be evenly spaced. Whenever possible, existing trees and ground cover 
should be preserved in this strip, reducing the need to plant additional trees. Trees may not be cut down in this strip without site plan approval. 

 

 



   

16.160 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

Upon the Recommendation of Office of Planning and Sustainability  

 

16.160 

An Ordinance 

to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of City Code by reinserting previously adopted provision for 

large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special permit for SR Districts 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances, City of 

Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by correcting section 350 Attachment 5 of said code; 

reinserting previously adopted provision for large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special 

permit. 

 

ORDINANCE  

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City Council of the City 

of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 SECTION 1  

Add bullet in list of uses allowed by special permit shown below. 

SR USES ALLOWED 

Special Permit Approval required for the following uses by Planning Board unless otherwise noted: 
 Solar photovoltaic (PV), large-scale groundmounted not requiring the removal of more than 25,000 board feet 

of timber. Setbacks: 
Front: 50 feet 
Side: 50 feet 
Rear: 50 feet 
Maximum height = 30 feet 
Open space = 20% 

A planted buffer to abutting residential property shall be at least 15 feet in width along the property boundary. It shall contain a screen of plantings 
of vertical habit in the center of the strip not less than three feet in width and six feet in height at the time of occupancy of such lot. Individual 
shrubs shall be planted not more than five feet on center, and individual trees thereafter shall be maintained by the owner or occupants so as to 
maintain a dense screen yearround. At least 50% of the plantings shall be evenly spaced. Whenever possible, existing trees and ground cover 
should be preserved in this strip, reducing the need to plant additional trees. Trees may not be cut down in this strip without site plan approval. 

 



   

16.161 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

 

Upon the Recommendation of Office of Planning and Sustainability 

 

16.161 

An Ordinance 

to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of City Code by reinserting previously adopted provision for 

large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special permit for RR Districts 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances, City of 

Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by correcting section 350 Attachment 4 of said code; 

reinserting previously adopted provision for large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special 

permit. 

ORDINANCE  

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City Council of the City 

of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 SECTION 1  

Add bullet in list of uses allowed by special permit shown below. 

RR USES ALLOWED 

Special Permit Approval required for the following uses by Planning Board unless otherwise noted: 
 Solar photovoltaic (PV), large-scale ground mounted not requiring the removal of more than 25,000 board feet 

of timber. Setbacks: 
Front: 50 feet 
Side: 50 feet 
Rear: 50 feet 
Maximum height = 30 feet 
Open space = 20% 

A planted buffer to abutting residential property shall be at least 15 feet in width along the property boundary. It shall contain a screen of plantings 
of vertical habit in the center of the strip not less than three feet in width and six feet in height at the time of occupancy of such lot. Individual 
shrubs shall be planted not more than five feet on center, and individual trees thereafter shall be maintained by the owner or occupants so as to 
maintain a dense screen year round. At least 50% of the plantings shall be evenly spaced. Whenever possible, existing trees and ground cover 
should be preserved in this strip, reducing the need to plant additional trees. Trees may not be cut down in this strip without site plan approval. 

 



Pamela Powers <ppowers@northamptonma.gov>

Ordinances for September 15, 2016 City Council Meeting
1 message

David Narkewicz <dnarkewicz@northamptonma.gov> Tue, Sep 13, 2016 at 11:00 AM
To: "William H. Dwight" <wdwight@northamptonma.gov>
Cc: Pamela Powers <ppowers@northamptonma.gov>, Lyn Simmons <lsimmons@northamptonma.gov>

Dear President Dwight,

Please find enclosed three proposed ordinance changes related to downtown parking. I would respectfully request that they 
be placed on your September 15, 2016 City Council agenda for referral to the Transportation and Parking Commission and 
Committee on Legislative Matters.

These proposed downtown parking changes are the first of several that I will be submitting over the next few months as I 
outlined at the June 28, 2016 meeting of the Committee on City Services. These and subsequent ordinance changes - 
together with planned downtown signage and technology upgrades - are based on recommendations contained in the 
Downtown Northampton Parking Management Study prepared for the city by Walker Parking Consultants. 

The ordinance changes enclosed are specifically designed to implement the recommendation that Class 1A on-street 
parking along Main Street in downtown be extended from one-hour to two-hours with the hourly fee increased from $0.75 to 
$1.00. 

I am not proposing implementation of the study's additional recommendation to extend the hours of Main Street parking 
enforcement from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. My decision is based on both feedback from downtown merchants and a concern 
that creating varying hours of enforcement for on-street parking in our relatively compact downtown will 
create confusion and frustration for parking customers. 

I had originally indicated to the Committee on City Services that our plan was to time the implementation of all proposed 
downtown parking changes with the deployment of upgraded pay station technology that will include the ability to pay with 
credit cards or a smartphone application. Because the procurement and installation of this technology will not be complete 
by the end of the year, I am putting forward these enclosed ordinance changes now so that 2-hour parking on Main Street 
could be in place for the benefit of downtown merchants by the start of the holiday shopping season in November. 

The three enclosed ordinance also include additional changes designed to ensure system-wide consistency with the 
changes occurring on Main Street, They also contain the creation of a new, three-hour off-street parking lot classification 
that I will later propose be applied to two of our downtown lots (Masonic and Armory) when the aforementioned new 
parking technology is ready for deployment.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,
David

-- 
David J. Narkewicz
Mayor, City of Northampton
210 Main Street, Room 12
Northampton, MA 01060
(413) 587-1249
www.northamptonma.gov
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16.164 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

In the Year 2016 

Upon the Recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz 

 

16.164 
AN ORDINANCE 

To amend Chapter 312-36 of the Code Book  by modifying Parking Meter Fees in  
Class 1A & 1C and to add Class 1F 

 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of 

Ordinances, City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising § Chapter 312-36 

of said Code; providing that § 312-36 Parking Meter Locations and Regulations.  

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in city Council assembled, as 

follows: 

Section 1: that § Chapter 312 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton, 

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows: 

Section that § 312-36 Parking Meter Locations and Regulations 

Modify 

 

Add 

 

 

Class Time Limit Fee 

1A 1 2 Hours $0.75 $1.00 per hour 
1C 1 2 Hours $0.15 $0.25 per hour 

Class Time Limit Fee 

1F 3 Hours $0.75 per hour 



16.165 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

In the Year 2016 

Upon the Recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz 

 

16.165 
AN ORDINANCE 

To amend Chapter 312-109 of the Code Book to modify time limits in Class 1A & 1B 
 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of 

Ordinances, City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising § Chapter 312-

109 of said Code; providing that § 312-109 Schedule VIII: On-Street Parking Meter Zones.  

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in city Council assembled, as 

follows: 

Section 1: that § Chapter 312 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton, 

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows: 

Section that § 312-109 Schedule VIII: On-Street Parking Meter Zones 

Modify 

Location Side From To  Time Limit/Class 

Bridge Street North- 
West 
 

Main Street Market Street 1 2 hours/Class 1A 

Crafts Avenue 
 

West Entire length (unless otherwise specified) 1 2 hours/Class 1A 

Main Street 
 

Both Entire length (unless otherwise specified) 1 2 hours/Class 1A 

Main Street 
 

North- 
west 

Point 50 feet north- 
easterly from King Street 

Point 315 feet north- 
easterly 

1 2 hours/Class 1A 

Main Street 
 
 

South- 
east 

Point 73 feet north- 
easterly from Pleasant Street 

Point 30 feet south- 
westerly from Strong Avenue 

1 2 hours/Class 1A 

Main Street 
 
 

South Point 186 feet easterly from  
New South Street 

Point 83 feet westerly from  
Crafts Avenue 

1 2 hours/Class 1A 

Merrick Lane 
 

South Entire length (unless otherwise specified) 1  hour/Class 1A 
2 hours/Class 1B 

 



16.166 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

In the Year 2016 

Upon the Recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz 

 

16.166 
AN ORDINANCE 

To amend Chapter 312-110 of the Code Book to modify time limit in Old South Street 
parking lot as described 

 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of 

Ordinances, City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising § Chapter 312-

110 of said Code; providing that § 312-110 Schedule IX: Off-Street Parking Areas.  

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in city Council assembled, as 

follows: 

Section 1: that § Chapter 312 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton, 

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows: 

Section that § 312-110 Schedule IX: Off-Street Parking Areas 

Modify 

 

Parking Area Location Area/Number of 
Spaces 

Time Limit/Class 

Old South Street 

 

Sinconofli Lot, easterly side of  

Old South Street and southerly side of  

Old Railroad bed 

21 spaces in front 
of Maplewood 
Shops 

1 2 hours/Class 1C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 

In the Year 2016 

Upon the Recommendation of  Mayor David J. Narkewicz 

16.172 
AN ORDINANCE 

To amend list of enforcing officers and penalties for noncriminal disposition from 
Chapter 40-5 of the Code Book 

 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of 

Ordinances, City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising  § Chapter 40-5  

of said Code; providing that list of enforcing officers and penalties for noncriminal 

disposition. 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in city Council assembled, as 

follows: 

Section 1:  that § Chapter 40-5 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton 

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows: 

Section § Chapter 40-5 

Add 

 

Chapter/Section Enforcing Officer Fine 
285-12  Police $20 

 

     

 



City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 

In the Year 2016 

Upon the Recommendation of  Mayor David J. Narkewicz 

16.175 
AN ORDINANCE 

To amend Schedule III: Limited-Time Parking from Chapter 312 of the Code Book 
 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of 

Ordinances, City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising  § Chapter 312  

of said Code; providing that Schedule III: Limited-Time Parking. 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in city Council assembled, as 

follows: 

Section 1:  that § Chapter 312 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton 

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows: 

Section § Chapter 312 section 104 Schedule III: Limited-Time Parking 

Modify 

 

Name 

of 

Street 

Side Time Limit/Hours; Days From To 

King 

Street 

Easterly 1 hr./1:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; all, 

except Sundays and public 

holidays 

Point 111 feet northerly of 

North Street 

Point 

132 feet 

northerly 

of North 

Street 

 

King 

Street 

Easterly 15 mins./8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; 

Monday through Saturday 

Point 162 feet northerly of 

North Street 

Point 

203 feet 

northerly 

of North 

Street 
 




