
CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS

Councilors:

l President William H. Dwight, At-Large 
l Vice-President Ryan R. O'Donnell, At-Large 
l Maureen T. Carney, Ward 1 
l Dennis P. Bidwell Ward 2 
l Vacant, Ward 3 
l Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4 
l David A. Murphy, Ward 5 
l Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6 
l Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7 

Meeting Agenda
City Council Chambers

Walter J. Puchalski Municipal Building
212 Main Street, Northampton

Meeting Date:  September 15, 2016

Meeting Time:  7:00pm

Public Comment

Roll Call

Public Hearings

Announcement of Public Hearing - Second Notice
The Northampton City Council will hold a public hearing on Thursday, 
October 6, 2016, at 7:05 p.m. in City Council Chambers, 212 Main Street, 
Northampton, MA to discuss the percentages of the local tax levy to be 
borne by each class of real and personal property within the City of 
Northampton for FY 2017 in accordance with Chapter 40, Section 56 of 
the Massachusetts General Laws.

Announcement for a Public Hearing Regarding an 
Application For Fuel Storage

Pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 148, sec. 13, notice is hereby given that the 
Northampton City Council will hold a Public Hearing regarding a Fuel Storage 
License Application submitted by Cumberland Farms of 100 Crossing 
Boulevard, Framingham, MA 01702.  The land affected by the application is 

located at 53 and 55 Main Street, Florence, Parcel ID Map 17 C, Lot 197 and 
Map 23 A, Lot 077.  The Application seeks to amend the existing Fuel Storage 

License to allow a) for storage of 8,000 gallons of diesel product, Class II, in 
UST container, and b) for an additional 11,000 gallons of gasoline, Class IB, in 

UST container, for a total storage of 32,000 gallons of gasoline.

The Public Hearing to be held on Thursday, October 6, 2016, at 7:30 p.m., in 
the Council Chambers located in the Wallace J. Puchalski Municipal Building, 
212 Main Street, Northampton, MA.  The City Council will hear all persons who 

wish to be heard thereon.             

Recognition and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors

Report to Northampton City Council on Action Taken to 
Satisfy Committee Study Request on the Local Economy 
(Issued on March 3, 2016)

ReportonCSRonDowntownEconomy.pdf

Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor

Resolutions

16.147 Resolution Opposing Lifting the Cap on 
Commonwealth Charter Schools - 2nd Reading

16.147_CharterSchoolCap.pdf

Presentations

Anne White, Director of Development, ServiceNet - 2016 
Shelter Sunday 

Consent Agenda

Approve Minutes of September 1, 2016 Meeting

CityCouncilMinutes_Sept_1_2016.pdf

16.167 - Refer Appointments to Committee on City Services.

Arts Council:

- Joseph Pesce, 685 Ryan Road, Florence – term October 2016 – June 2019

Board of Assessors

- Denny Nolan, 319 Elm Street, Northampton – term October 2016 – June 2019      

- Margo Welch, 143 Main Street, Northampton – term July 2016 – June 2019 
(reappointment)

Planning Board:

- Euripedes De Oliveira , Associate Member, 9 Washington Place, Northampton –
term October 2016 – June 2019

16.167_Appointments.pdf

Recess for Committee on Finance (See Separate Agenda)

Financial Orders

16.157 A Financial Order to authroize payment of a previous 
year bill to Comcast in the amount of $154.83 - 1st Reading

16.157_Comcast_Bill.pdf

16.156 An Order to accept a gift of crosswalk equipment from 
Northampton Montessori School - Request 2 Readings

16.156_Gift_CrosswalkEquipment-Replacement.pdf

16.162 An Order to appropriate $13,550 for the purpose of 
paying costs of a roofing replacement schematic design 
feasibility study for the Bridge Street School - Request 2 
Readings

16.162_BridgeSt_Roof.pdf

16.163 An Order to appropriate $13,214 for the purpose of 
paying costs of a roofing repolacement schematic design 
feasibility study for the Leeds Elementary School - Request 2 
Readings

16.163_Leeds_Roof.pdf

16.149 An Order to authorize payment for a previous year bill 
for the DPW - 2nd Reading

16.149_PreviousYearBill -DPW.pdf

16.150 An Order to appropriate $17,045 for stair repair at the 
Academy of Music - 2nd Reading

16.150_StairRepairAcademyOfMusic.pdf

16.151 An Order to appropriate $41,137 for replacement of 
1986 six-wheel sander for DPW - 2nd Reading

16.151_DPWSander.pdf

16.152 An Order to rescind borrowing authority for various 
projects - 2nd Reading

16.152_RescindBorrowingAuthority.pdf

16.153 An Order to Rescind Borrowing Authority for various 
projects - 2nd Reading

16.153_RescindBorrowingAuthority-2Projects.pdf

Orders

Ordinances

16.158 An Ordinance to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of 
City Code by reinserting previously adopted provision for 
large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special 
permit for URB Districts - Refer to Committee on Legislative 
Matters

16.158_URB-PV Correction.pdf

16.159 An Ordinance to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of 
City Code by reinserting previously adopted provision for 
large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special 
permit for URA Districts - Refer to Committee on Legislative 
Matters

16.159_URA-PVCorrection.pdf

16.160 An Ordinance to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of 
City Code by reinserting previously adopted provision for 
large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special 
permit for SR Districts - Refer to Committee on Legislative 
Matters

16.160_SR-PV_Correction.pdf

16.161 An Ordinance to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of 
City Code by reinserting previously adopted provision for 
large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special 
permit for RR Districts - Refer to Committee on Legislative 
Matters

16.161_RR-PV_Correction.pdf

Explanation Letter from Mayor Narkewicz for Parking 
Ordinance Changes

16.164-16.165-16.166_Mayors_Letter.pdf

16.164 An Ordinance To amend Chapter 312-36 of 
the Code Book by modifying Parking Meter Fees in 
Class 1A & 1C and to add Class 1F - Refer to 
Committee on Legislative Matters and 
Transportation and Parking Commission

16.164_ParkingMeterFeesClass1A_1C_1F.pdf

16.165 An Ordinance To amend Chapter 312-109 of 
the Code Book to modify time limits in Class 1A & 
1B - Refer to Committee on Legislative Matters & 
Transportation and Parking Commission

16.165_Ordinance_312-109_OnStreetMeterZones.pdf

16.166 An Ordinance To amend Chapter 312-110 of 
the Code Book to modify time limit in Old South 
Street parking lot as described - Refer to Committee 
on Legislative Matters & Transportation and Parking 
Commission

16.166_312-110_OffStreetLocationsOldSouth_St_lot.pdf

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study 
Requests

New Business

Contact:  P. Powers

Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210
ppowers@northamptonma.gov
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OVERVIEW 

 

On March 3rd, 2016, the Northampton City Council Committee on Community Resources 

received a Committee Study Request (CSR) from the City Council President Bill Dwight and 

City Council Vice President Ryan O'Donnell to "study issues relative to the local economy, with 

a focus on businesses and workers in downtown Northampton and downtown Florence, for the 

purpose of identifying practical recommendations, if any, that the City Council could pursue to 

strengthen the local economy." City Council Rules 2.3.8, state that “such a request, shall require 

a committee to report to the full Council on a particular issue area within 120 days optimally 

accompanied by legislation.”  

Due to the expansive scope of the study request, it being the first application of a CSR, and the 

scheduling challenges within the committee, the Chair asked the President and Vice-President if 

a small extension of time could be granted for the submission of a report. The Chair also asked if 

the report could be on the data-collection steps completed to fulfill the study. Both requests by 

the Chair were agreed to by the President and Vice-President.  

To address the CSR, the Committee held organizational meetings on the structuring of the study 

and scheduling of forums (March 8, March 21, April 12), a meeting where we received reports 

from three sources (March 21), a meeting with the Director of Planning and Sustainability (May 

3), and four public forums centered around different constituencies, but that were open to 

participation by all that wished to speak on the downtowns’ economy (May 16, Business 

Owners; June 20, Downtown Residents and Workers; June 27, Downtown Workers; July 18, 

Property Owners, Leasing, Arts and Tourism). The forums were intended to solicit testimony 

from those directly involved in the downtowns’ economy on the pressures that are felt or 

experienced, things they think are done well and should be supported, and ideas for the future.  

The Committee may consider recommendations or legislation after the last forum on July 18th. 

The Committee decided and reiterated at each meeting starting April 12 that we are collecting 

data and would not be deliberating on possible action until the forums had concluded. This was 

organized in this way so that all who wished to testify could do so equally and express their 

opinions to the committee before we began to discuss our opinions and ideas. When scheduling 

the committee meetings for the year, it was decided the Committee would not meet in August. It 

http://ma-northampton.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/5373
http://ma-northampton.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/Home/View/5044
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is anticipated that the Committee will begin deliberating on information, data and testimony 

received during the study at the scheduled September 19th meeting.  

MEETINGS, FORUMS AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH PERTAINING TO CSR 

After receiving the request on March 3rd, the Committee held a special meeting on March 8th to 

discuss the request. Present at that meeting to review the request with the Committee and answer 

questions was the Council Vice-President and co-author the CSR, Councilor O’Donnell. How the 

study should be structured and what it should contain was discussed, and it was decided that 

Councilor Bidwell would write a draft work-plan for the study that would be discussed at the 

next meeting. It was also discussed that members of the committee believed there was current 

data or reports from certain city departments and organizations, which could be ready to be 

presented at the next meeting. It was decided that the Chair would invite the Greater 

Northampton Chamber of Commerce, the Pioneer Valley Workers Center, the City’s Economic 

Development Director and the newly-formed Downtown Northampton Association to the March 

21 meeting to present any relevant data they could provide. (Minutes in Addendum 1). 

At the March 21st meeting, the Committee voted to accept the Committee Study Request (3 Yes, 

0 No, 1 Abstention (Councilor Klein)). The proposed work-plan for the study was discussed at 

this meeting, including the structure and promotion for the public forums. Some elements of the 

work plan were adopted and some were not. From the invitations extended after the March 8th 

meeting, the committee then received reports and testimony. The Committee heard from Suzanne 

Beck from the Greater Northampton Chamber of Commerce and received some survey data on 

downtown businesses. Then the Pioneer Valley Workers Center, UMASS Amherst Labor Center 

and people speaking at their request presented a report on “Wage Theft” and gave testimony on 

the subject and other workers’ issues. Last, Northampton’s Economic and Community 

Development Director, Terry Masterson, presented economic data including statistics and data 

trends on the economic health of downtown Northampton, that had just been posted to the City’s 

website. (Minutes in Addendum 1, all related documents on CSR webpage). 

After the March 21st meeting where the Committee voted to accept the CSR, the Chair and 

Administrative Assistant established a webpage for the study on the City’s website. The purpose 

of this was to make available to all an overview of the process, the committee’s schedule, links 

to the materials received, agendas and minutes, links to the videos of the meetings and forums, 

http://ma-northampton.civicplus.com/1679/Comm-on-Community-Resources-Study-Februa
http://www.northamptonma.gov/1679/Comm-on-Community-Resources-Study-Februa


 

3 

and a description of how to submit written testimony to the Administrative Assistant. This page 

has been updated throughout the study with information and links when they become available.  

The April 12st meeting was centered around organizing and scheduling the public forums and 

discussing how to promote them and invite stakeholders. As with every meeting, we began with 

public comment, and five people spoke in response to the reports and testimony received by the 

committee at the March 21st meeting, and the subsequent news coverage. The Committee then 

finalized the topics and schedule for four public forums. The Committee also expressed interest 

in having an additional meeting to invite Wayne Feiden, the Northampton director of Planning 

and Sustainability, to discuss his opinion of the downtowns’ economy, and what other 

municipalities have done for revitalization. It was decided that the Chair would extend an 

invitation to Director Feiden. Additionally discussed was the offer by Jonathan Goldman, former 

NHS student and Youth Commission member, to be an intern on the study to help the committee 

gather information. (Minutes in Addendum 1). 

After the April 12th meeting, the Chair and Administrative Assistant created a flyer for the 

public forums, which was subsequently translated into Spanish (Addendum 2). The flyer was 

directly emailed to stakeholders, was shared on Facebook and was brought to businesses by 

committee members and by Jonathan Goldman. The Chair wrote a column in the Daily 

Hampshire Gazette on April 19th that outlined the study and promoted the forum dates, and 

another article about the forums was posted on MassLive on April 20th.  

A special meeting was held on May 3rd to hear from Director Feiden. He discussed the 

downtowns from a planning perspective, and answered questions about what other communities 

in the U.S. and elsewhere in the world have done in terms of revitalization. (Minutes in 

Addendum 1).  

May 16th was the first public forum. It was centered around business ownership and issues 

related to doing business in the downtowns. Sixteen people provided testimony. (Minutes in 

Addendum 1).  

June 20th was the second public forum. It was centered around workers and downtown residents. 

Eighteen people provided testimony. (Minutes in Addendum 1).  

http://www.gazettenet.com/Opinion/Columns/Sciarra-letter-1569865
http://www.masslive.com/business-news/index.ssf/2016/04/northampton_city_councilors_seek_testimo.html#incart_river_index
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June 27th was the third public forum. It was centered around workers and was held at 1pm to 

accommodate people who work in the evenings and couldn’t attend the other forums at 5:30pm.  

sixteen people provided testimony. 

July 18 was the fourth and final forum. It was centered around downtown property owners, 

leasing, arts and tourism. Ten people provided testimony. (Minutes in Addendum 1).  

The Committee will next meet on September 19, 2016. In addition to any referred committee 

business on the agenda, we will begin discussions and deliberation on the qualitative and 

quantitative data received during the information gathering period of the committee study. We 

will work to determine if there are practical recommendations and/or legislation we can bring to 

the full City Council to “strengthen the local economy,” as directed in the CSR. 
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Presentations and Reports Submitted to the Community Resources Committee 

Date  Report/Presentation Submitted/Presented By 

03/21/16 Presentation; handout submitted 

w/survey data on downtown 

businesses 

Suzanne Beck, Executive Director, 

Greater Northampton Chamber of 

Commerce 

03/21/16 Presentation and review of just-

released “Downtown Northampton 

Economic Indicators” online report 

Terry Masterson, Economic Development 

Director, City of Northampton 

03/21/16 PowerPoint presentation and draft 

white paper: “Working Conditions 

in the Northampton Restaurant 

Industry;” also submitted a report 

entitled, “Feeding Northampton: 

Challenges and Opportunities for 

Workers in the Northampton 

Restaurant Industry.” 

Clare Hammonds, UMass Amherst Labor 

Center 

05/03/16 Presentation on Northampton’s 

Downtown Economy (see meeting 

minutes) 

Wayne Feiden, Director of Planning and 

Sustainability, City of Northampton 

May, 2016 Research report on online retail 

sales, Northampton's downtown 

projects,  and case studies of other 

U.S. cities 

Jonathan Goldman, Intern to the 

Community Resources Committee 

07/18/16 Handout on tourism in downtown 

Northampton 

Suzanne Beck, Executive Director, 

Greater Northampton Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

 

http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5390
http://ma-northampton.civicplus.com/985/Downtown-Northampton-Economic-Indicators
http://ma-northampton.civicplus.com/985/Downtown-Northampton-Economic-Indicators
http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5378
http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5380
http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5380
http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5380
http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5508
http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5508
http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5508
http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5508
http://northamptonma.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/05032016-2356
http://northamptonma.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5083?fileID=76895
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Additional materials submitted to the City Council Committee on Community Resources 

include: 

● Gaming the System: How Employers Shortchange Workers and Get Away with It 

(Report by Sarah Jimenez & Lena Afidi, Community Labor United) 

● MA Representative Peter Kocot Letter to Daniel Wolf & John Scibak re:  An Act to 

Prevent Wage Theft 

● The Epidemic of Wage Theft in Residential Construction in MA (by T. Juravich, E. Abla, 

& J. Williams of the UMass Amherst Labor Center) 

● Wage Theft Information & Example Legislation (by Community Labor United) 

● United Brotherhood of Carpenters Employer Payroll Fraud Suggested Resources 

● Written testimony submitted to the Committee  

 

  

http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5389
http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5377
http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5377
http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5377
http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5379
http://northamptonma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/5381
https://www.carpenters.org/EmployerPayrollFraud/Region/ma.aspx
http://ma-northampton.civicplus.com/1679/Comm-on-Community-Resources-Study-Februa
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ADDENDUMS 

Addendum 1 - MINUTES  

March 8, 2016  

 

March 21, 2016 

 

April 12, 2016 

 

May 3, 2016  

 

May 16, 2016 

 

June 20, 2016 

 

June 27, 2106  

 

July 18, 2016 (not yet approved) 

 

 

Addendum 2 - VIDEOS  

March 8, 2016  

March 21, 2016 

 

April 12, 2016 

 

May 3, 2016 (No video available)  

 

May 16, 2016 

 

June 20, 2016 

 

June 27, 2106  

 

July 18, 2016 

http://ma-northampton.civicplus.com/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/03082016-2269
http://ma-northampton.civicplus.com/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/03212016-2286
http://northamptonma.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/04122016-2340
http://northamptonma.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/05032016-2356
http://northamptonma.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/05162016-2395
http://northamptonma.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/06202016-2460
http://ma-northampton.civicplus.com/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/06272016-2480
http://northamptonma.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Minutes/07182016-2511
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSLcI58Xqhg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jC7PrIkgqO8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3QnnnjPVco
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IcXumrvOd_E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EeTROz_DfQ&index=1&list=PLvvoQNXtruYSyCyn2fbljMri-Lk4TNrB3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9en4ppgZik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMqfQCNLMHI
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Addendum 3 - PUBLIC FORUM FLIERS 
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16.147 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 
Upon the recommendation of Councilor Dennis Bidwell, Council President William Dwight, and Mayor 
David Narkewicz  

R-16.147 
A Resolution 

 

Opposing Lifting the Cap on Commonwealth Charter Schools 

WHEREAS, free public schools available to all students regardless of income, ability, need or English 

language proficiency are foundational to our democracy; and 

WHEREAS, all of our students deserve high-quality public schools that teach the whole child, providing 

enrichment and addressing social and emotional needs in addition to core academic subjects; and 

WHEREAS, local accountability for our public schools is necessary to ensure that schools are responsive 

to the needs of their communities; and 

WHEREAS, in FY2017 Northampton is projected to lose $2,279,216, net of reimbursements,  to six 

nearby Commonwealth charter schools, and public school districts across the state are losing more than 

$408 million this year alone — a loss of funds that is undermining the ability of districts to provide all 

students with the educational services to which they are entitled; and 

WHEREAS, Commonwealth charter schools are often approved over the objections of a majority of 

community residents and their elected officials and are not accountable to local elected officials once 

they are approved; and 

WHEREAS, Commonwealth charter schools often fail to serve the same proportion of special needs 

students, low-income students and English language learners as the districts from which they receive 

students and often use high suspension rates to drive out students they don’t want to serve; and 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth charter school system is creating separate and unequal opportunities for 

success; and 

WHEREAS, lifting the cap on charter schools would greatly worsen the problems listed above and lead 

the Commonwealth further in the direction of a a costly, unequitable and divisive two-track school 

system; and 

WHEREAS, on June 9, 2016 the Northampton School Committee unanimously approved a resolution 

opposing lifting the cap on Commonwealth charter schools; and 

WHEREAS, a broad range of organizations including the New England Chapter of the NAACP,  Jobs  

With Justice, Massachusetts AFL-CIO, Citizens for Public Schools, Massachusetts Teachers Association, 

American Federation of Teachers Massachusetts, and Northampton Save Our Schools are all in 

opposition to lifting the cap on charter schools; 



16.147 

WHEREAS, the NAACP, at its national convention earlier this month, passed a Resolution calling for a 

national moratorium on the creation of any more charter schools; 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Northampton City Council and  Mayor David Narkewicz, 

oppose lifting the cap on Commonwealth charter schools; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Northampton’s representatives in the State Legislature are encouraged 

to redouble their efforts to achieve fundamental reforms leading to more equitable and expanded 

funding of the Commonwealth’s public schools. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Administrative Assistant to the City Council shall cause a copy of this 

resolution to be sent to Governor Charles Baker, Senate President Stanley Rosenberg, State 

Representative Peter Kocot, and Secretary of Education Jim Peyser. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







































































16.157 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council September 15, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.157 
AN ORDER 

to authorize payment of a previous year bill to Comcast in the amount of $154.83 
 

BE IT ORDERED 

that the Council authorize payment of a prior fiscal year bill (FY2016) related to the DPW for Comcast in 
the amount of $154.83.  
  

 



16.156-Replacement 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                               September 1, 2016       

Upon recommendation of the Mayor  

O-16.156 

An Order 

To accept a gift of crosswalk equipment from Northampton Montessori School 

 

 

 

Ordered, that 

    The City of Northampton gratefully accepts the donation of crosswalk equipment for Bates 

Avenue from the Northampton Montessori School, in accordance with Massachusetts 

General Law Chapter 44, Section 53A.  

 

 



16.162 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 15, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.162 
AN ORDER 

to appropriate $13,550 for the purpose of paying costs of a roofing replacement schematic design 
feasibility study for the Bridge Street School  

 
Ordered, that: 
 
That the City of Northampton appropriate the amount of $13,550 for the purpose of paying costs 

of  a roofing replacement schematic design feasibility study for the Bridge Street Elementary 

School, located at 2 Parson Street, Northampton, MA  01060, a school serving public school 

students in grades kindergarten thru fifth grade,  including the payment of all costs incidental or 

related thereto, and for which City of Northampton may be eligible for a grant from the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the 

direction of the Northampton School Building Committee. To meet this appropriation the 

Northampton City Council, with the approval of the Mayor will appropriate $9,032 from funds 

remaining in the account entitled Ryan Road Roof Membrane Project (19303 586503) and 

$4,518 from funds remaining in the account entitled Leeds Roof Membrane Project (19303 

586514).  The City of Northampton acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-

entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any costs 

the City of Northampton incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA 

shall be the sole responsibility of the City of Northampton.  

 



16.163 

 
 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 15, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.163 
AN ORDER 

to appropriate $13,214 for the purpose of paying costs of a roofing replacement schematic design 
feasibility study for the Leeds Elementary School 

 
Ordered, that: 
 
That the City of Northampton appropriate the amount of $13,214 for the purpose of paying costs 

of  a roofing replacement schematic design feasibility study for the Leeds Elementary School, 

located at 20 Florence Street, Northampton, MA  01060, a school serving public school students 

in grades kindergarten thru fifth grade,  including the payment of all costs incidental or related 

thereto, and for which City of Northampton may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts 

School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of the 

Northampton School Building Committee. To meet this appropriation the Northampton City 

Council, with the approval of the Mayor will appropriate necessary funds from funds remaining 

in the account entitled Leeds Roof Membrane Project (19303 586514).  The City of 

Northampton acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary 

program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any costs the City of Northampton 

incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole 

responsibility of the City of Northampton.  

 



16.149  

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.149 
AN ORDER 

To authorize payment of a pervious year bill totaling $268.00 
 
 
BE IT ORDERED 
 
that the Council authorize payment of a prior fiscal year bill (FY2015) related to the DPW for Alternative 
Recycling Systems Composting Services in the amount of $268.00. 
  

 



16.150 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.150 
AN ORDER 

To Appropriate $17,045 for stair repair at the Academy of Music 
 
Ordered, that: 
 
City Council appropriate $17,045 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to provide funding for the 

repair of the side stage door granite stairs at the Academy of Music.   

 



16.151 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.151 
AN ORDER 

To Appropriate $41,137 for replacement of 1986 six-wheel sander for DPW 
 
Ordered, that: 
 
City Council appropriate $41,137 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to provide additional funding for 
the approved replacement of a 1986 six-wheel sander for the DPW for which bids have been obtained 
for a total cost of $231,137, which exceeds the originally estimated and appropriated amount of 
$190,000. 

 



16.152 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.152 
AN ORDER 

To Rescind Borrowing Authority for various projects 
 
Ordered, that: 
 

the City Council rescind only the borrowing authority granted in the following orders because such 

borrowing authority is no longer necessary:  

Order approved on February 19, 2015 to authorize borrowing in the amount of $491,486 for the 

partial replacement of the roof at Leeds Elementary School.   

Order approved on February 19, 2015 to authorize borrowing in the amount of $901,554 for the 

partial replacement of the roof at R.K. Finn Ryan Road Elementary School.   

Order approved on August 13, 2015 to authorize borrowing in the amount of $625,000 for the 

purpose of improvements to Pulaski Park – Phase II.   

 



16.153 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.153 
AN ORDER 

To Rescind Borrowing Authority for various projects 
 
Ordered, that: 
 
the City Council rescind a small portion of the borrowing authority granted in the following orders 
because such authority is no longer necessary: 
 
Rescind $13 of the $1,354,013 borrowing authority approved on April 21, 2016 for Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Improvements.   
 
Rescind $500 of the $456,500 borrowing authority approved on April 21, 2016 for VOIP System.     

 



   

16.158 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

Upon the Recommendation of Office of Planning and Sustainability  

 

16.158 

An Ordinance 

 to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of City Code by reinserting previously adopted provision for 

large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special permit for URB Districts 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances, City of 

Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by correcting section 350 Attachment 7 of said code; 

reinserting previously adopted provision for large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special 

permit. 

ORDINANCE  

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City Council of the City 

of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 SECTION 1  

Add bullet in list of uses allowed by special permit shown below. 

URB USES ALLOWED 

Special Permit Approval required for the following uses by Planning Board unless otherwise noted: 
 Solar photovoltaic (PV), large-scale groundmounted not requiring the removal of more than 25,000 board feet 

of timber. Setbacks: 
Front: 50 feet 

Side: 50 feet 

Rear: 50 feet 

Maximum height = 30 feet 

Open space = 20% 
A planted buffer to abutting residential property shall be at least 15 feet in width along the property boundary. It shall 

contain a screen of plantings of vertical habit in the center of the strip not less than three feet in width and six feet in 

height at the time of occupancy of such lot. Individual shrubs shall be planted not more than five feet on center, and 

individual trees thereafter shall be maintained by the owner or occupants so as to maintain a dense screen yearround. At least 

50% of the plantings shall be evenly spaced. Whenever possible, existing trees and ground cover should be preserved in this 

strip, reducing the need to plant additional trees. Trees may not be cut down in this strip without site plan approval. 

 



   

16.159 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

Upon the Recommendation of Office of Planning and Sustainability  

 

16.159 

An Ordinance 

to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of City Code by reinserting previously adopted provision for 

large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special permit for URA Districts 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances, City of 

Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by correcting section 350 Attachment 6 of said code; 

reinserting previously adopted provision for large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special 

permit. 

ORDINANCE  

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City Council of the City 

of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 SECTION 1  

Add bullet in list of uses allowed by special permit shown below. 

URA USES ALLOWED 

[Special Permit Approval required for the following uses by Planning Board unless otherwise noted:] 
 Solar photovoltaic (PV), large-scale groundmounted not requiring the removal of more than 25,000 board feet 

of timber. Setbacks: 
Front: 50 feet 
Side: 50 feet 
Rear: 50 feet 
Maximum height = 30 feet 
Open space = 20% 

A planted buffer to abutting residential property shall be at least 15 feet in width along the property boundary. It shall contain a screen of plantings 
of vertical habit in the center of the strip not less than three feet in width and six feet in height at the time of occupancy of such lot. Individual 
shrubs shall be planted not more than five feet on center, and individual trees thereafter shall be maintained by the owner or occupants so as to 
maintain a dense screen yearround. At least 50% of the plantings shall be evenly spaced. Whenever possible, existing trees and ground cover 
should be preserved in this strip, reducing the need to plant additional trees. Trees may not be cut down in this strip without site plan approval. 

 

 



   

16.160 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

Upon the Recommendation of Office of Planning and Sustainability  

 

16.160 

An Ordinance 

to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of City Code by reinserting previously adopted provision for 

large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special permit for SR Districts 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances, City of 

Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by correcting section 350 Attachment 5 of said code; 

reinserting previously adopted provision for large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special 

permit. 

 

ORDINANCE  

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City Council of the City 

of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 SECTION 1  

Add bullet in list of uses allowed by special permit shown below. 

SR USES ALLOWED 

Special Permit Approval required for the following uses by Planning Board unless otherwise noted: 
 Solar photovoltaic (PV), large-scale groundmounted not requiring the removal of more than 25,000 board feet 

of timber. Setbacks: 
Front: 50 feet 
Side: 50 feet 
Rear: 50 feet 
Maximum height = 30 feet 
Open space = 20% 

A planted buffer to abutting residential property shall be at least 15 feet in width along the property boundary. It shall contain a screen of plantings 
of vertical habit in the center of the strip not less than three feet in width and six feet in height at the time of occupancy of such lot. Individual 
shrubs shall be planted not more than five feet on center, and individual trees thereafter shall be maintained by the owner or occupants so as to 
maintain a dense screen yearround. At least 50% of the plantings shall be evenly spaced. Whenever possible, existing trees and ground cover 
should be preserved in this strip, reducing the need to plant additional trees. Trees may not be cut down in this strip without site plan approval. 

 



   

16.161 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

 

Upon the Recommendation of Office of Planning and Sustainability 

 

16.161 

An Ordinance 

to amend Section 350 Attachment 7 of City Code by reinserting previously adopted provision for 

large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special permit for RR Districts 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances, City of 

Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by correcting section 350 Attachment 4 of said code; 

reinserting previously adopted provision for large scale ground mounted solar array systems by special 

permit. 

ORDINANCE  

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City Council of the City 

of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 SECTION 1  

Add bullet in list of uses allowed by special permit shown below. 

RR USES ALLOWED 

Special Permit Approval required for the following uses by Planning Board unless otherwise noted: 
 Solar photovoltaic (PV), large-scale ground mounted not requiring the removal of more than 25,000 board feet 

of timber. Setbacks: 
Front: 50 feet 
Side: 50 feet 
Rear: 50 feet 
Maximum height = 30 feet 
Open space = 20% 

A planted buffer to abutting residential property shall be at least 15 feet in width along the property boundary. It shall contain a screen of plantings 
of vertical habit in the center of the strip not less than three feet in width and six feet in height at the time of occupancy of such lot. Individual 
shrubs shall be planted not more than five feet on center, and individual trees thereafter shall be maintained by the owner or occupants so as to 
maintain a dense screen year round. At least 50% of the plantings shall be evenly spaced. Whenever possible, existing trees and ground cover 
should be preserved in this strip, reducing the need to plant additional trees. Trees may not be cut down in this strip without site plan approval. 

 



Pamela Powers <ppowers@northamptonma.gov>

Ordinances for September 15, 2016 City Council Meeting
1 message

David Narkewicz <dnarkewicz@northamptonma.gov> Tue, Sep 13, 2016 at 11:00 AM
To: "William H. Dwight" <wdwight@northamptonma.gov>
Cc: Pamela Powers <ppowers@northamptonma.gov>, Lyn Simmons <lsimmons@northamptonma.gov>

Dear President Dwight,

Please find enclosed three proposed ordinance changes related to downtown parking. I would respectfully request that they 
be placed on your September 15, 2016 City Council agenda for referral to the Transportation and Parking Commission and 
Committee on Legislative Matters.

These proposed downtown parking changes are the first of several that I will be submitting over the next few months as I 
outlined at the June 28, 2016 meeting of the Committee on City Services. These and subsequent ordinance changes - 
together with planned downtown signage and technology upgrades - are based on recommendations contained in the 
Downtown Northampton Parking Management Study prepared for the city by Walker Parking Consultants. 

The ordinance changes enclosed are specifically designed to implement the recommendation that Class 1A on-street 
parking along Main Street in downtown be extended from one-hour to two-hours with the hourly fee increased from $0.75 to 
$1.00. 

I am not proposing implementation of the study's additional recommendation to extend the hours of Main Street parking 
enforcement from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. My decision is based on both feedback from downtown merchants and a concern 
that creating varying hours of enforcement for on-street parking in our relatively compact downtown will 
create confusion and frustration for parking customers. 

I had originally indicated to the Committee on City Services that our plan was to time the implementation of all proposed 
downtown parking changes with the deployment of upgraded pay station technology that will include the ability to pay with 
credit cards or a smartphone application. Because the procurement and installation of this technology will not be complete 
by the end of the year, I am putting forward these enclosed ordinance changes now so that 2-hour parking on Main Street 
could be in place for the benefit of downtown merchants by the start of the holiday shopping season in November. 

The three enclosed ordinance also include additional changes designed to ensure system-wide consistency with the 
changes occurring on Main Street, They also contain the creation of a new, three-hour off-street parking lot classification 
that I will later propose be applied to two of our downtown lots (Masonic and Armory) when the aforementioned new 
parking technology is ready for deployment.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,
David

-- 
David J. Narkewicz
Mayor, City of Northampton
210 Main Street, Room 12
Northampton, MA 01060
(413) 587-1249
www.northamptonma.gov
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16.164 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

In the Year 2016 

Upon the Recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz 

 

16.164 
AN ORDINANCE 

To amend Chapter 312-36 of the Code Book  by modifying Parking Meter Fees in  
Class 1A & 1C and to add Class 1F 

 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of 

Ordinances, City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising § Chapter 312-36 

of said Code; providing that § 312-36 Parking Meter Locations and Regulations.  

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in city Council assembled, as 

follows: 

Section 1: that § Chapter 312 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton, 

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows: 

Section that § 312-36 Parking Meter Locations and Regulations 

Modify 

 

Add 

 

 

Class Time Limit Fee 

1A 1 2 Hours $0.75 $1.00 per hour 
1C 1 2 Hours $0.15 $0.25 per hour 

Class Time Limit Fee 

1F 3 Hours $0.75 per hour 



16.165 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

In the Year 2016 

Upon the Recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz 

 

16.165 
AN ORDINANCE 

To amend Chapter 312-109 of the Code Book to modify time limits in Class 1A & 1B 
 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of 

Ordinances, City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising § Chapter 312-

109 of said Code; providing that § 312-109 Schedule VIII: On-Street Parking Meter Zones.  

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in city Council assembled, as 

follows: 

Section 1: that § Chapter 312 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton, 

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows: 

Section that § 312-109 Schedule VIII: On-Street Parking Meter Zones 

Modify 

Location Side From To  Time Limit/Class 

Bridge Street North- 
West 
 

Main Street Market Street 1 2 hours/Class 1A 

Crafts Avenue 
 

West Entire length (unless otherwise specified) 1 2 hours/Class 1A 

Main Street 
 

Both Entire length (unless otherwise specified) 1 2 hours/Class 1A 

Main Street 
 

North- 
west 

Point 50 feet north- 
easterly from King Street 

Point 315 feet north- 
easterly 

1 2 hours/Class 1A 

Main Street 
 
 

South- 
east 

Point 73 feet north- 
easterly from Pleasant Street 

Point 30 feet south- 
westerly from Strong Avenue 

1 2 hours/Class 1A 

Main Street 
 
 

South Point 186 feet easterly from  
New South Street 

Point 83 feet westerly from  
Crafts Avenue 

1 2 hours/Class 1A 

Merrick Lane 
 

South Entire length (unless otherwise specified) 1  hour/Class 1A 
2 hours/Class 1B 

 



16.166 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

In the Year 2016 

Upon the Recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz 

 

16.166 
AN ORDINANCE 

To amend Chapter 312-110 of the Code Book to modify time limit in Old South Street 
parking lot as described 

 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of 

Ordinances, City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising § Chapter 312-

110 of said Code; providing that § 312-110 Schedule IX: Off-Street Parking Areas.  

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in city Council assembled, as 

follows: 

Section 1: that § Chapter 312 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton, 

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows: 

Section that § 312-110 Schedule IX: Off-Street Parking Areas 

Modify 

 

Parking Area Location Area/Number of 
Spaces 

Time Limit/Class 

Old South Street 

 

Sinconofli Lot, easterly side of  

Old South Street and southerly side of  

Old Railroad bed 

21 spaces in front 
of Maplewood 
Shops 

1 2 hours/Class 1C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  




