
CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS

Councilors:

l President William H. Dwight, At-Large 
l Vice-President Ryan R. O'Donnell, At-Large 
l Maureen T. Carney, Ward 1 
l Dennis P. Bidwell Ward 2 
l Vacant, Ward 3 
l Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4 
l David A. Murphy, Ward 5 
l Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6 
l Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7 

Meeting Agenda
City Council Chambers

Walter J. Puchalski Municipal Building
212 Main Street, Northampton

Meeting Date:  September 15, 2016

Meeting Time:  7:00pm

Public Comment

Roll Call

Public Hearings

Announcement of Public Hearing - Second Notice
The Northampton City Council will hold a public hearing on Thursday, 
October 6, 2016, at 7:05 p.m. in City Council Chambers, 212 Main Street, 
Northampton, MA to discuss the percentages of the local tax levy to be 
borne by each class of real and personal property within the City of 
Northampton for FY 2017 in accordance with Chapter 40, Section 56 of 
the Massachusetts General Laws.

Announcement for a Public Hearing Regarding an 
Application For Fuel Storage

Pursuant to Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 148, sec. 13, notice is hereby given that the 
Northampton City Council will hold a Public Hearing regarding a Fuel Storage 
License Application submitted by Cumberland Farms of 100 Crossing 
Boulevard, Framingham, MA 01702.  The land affected by the application is 

located at 53 and 55 Main Street, Florence, Parcel ID Map 17 C, Lot 197 and 
Map 23 A, Lot 077.  The Application seeks to amend the existing Fuel Storage 

License to allow a) for storage of 8,000 gallons of diesel product, Class II, in 
UST container, and b) for an additional 11,000 gallons of gasoline, Class IB, in 

UST container, for a total storage of 32,000 gallons of gasoline.

The Public Hearing to be held on Thursday, October 6, 2016, at 7:30 p.m., in 
the Council Chambers located in the Wallace J. Puchalski Municipal Building, 
212 Main Street, Northampton, MA.  The City Council will hear all persons who 

wish to be heard thereon.             

Recognition and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors

Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor

Resolutions

16.147 A Resolution Opposing Lifting the Cap on 
Commonwealth Charter Schools - 2nd Reading

16.147_CharterSchoolCap.pdf

Presentations

Anne White, Director of Development, ServiceNet - 2016 
Shelter Sunday 

Consent Agenda

Approve Minutes of September 1, 2016 Meeting

CityCouncilMinutes_Sept_1_2016.pdf

Recess for Committee on Finance (See Separate Agenda)

Financial Orders

16.156 An Order to accept a gift of crosswalk equipment from 
Northampton Montessori School - Request 2 Readings

16.156_Gift_CrosswalkEquipment-Replacement.pdf

16.149 An Order to authorize payment for a previous year bill 
for the DPW - 2nd Reading

16.149_PreviousYearBill -DPW.pdf

16.150 An Order to appropriate $17,045 for stair repair at the 
Academy of Music - 2nd Reading

16.150_StairRepairAcademyOfMusic.pdf

16.151 An Order to appropriate $41,137 for replacement of 
1986 six-wheel sander for DPW - 2nd Reading

16.151_DPWSander.pdf

16.152 An Order to rescind borrowing authority for various 
projects - 2nd Reading

16.152_RescindBorrowingAuthority.pdf

16.153 An Order to Rescind Borrowing Authority for various 
projects - 2nd Reading

16.153_RescindBorrowingAuthority-2Projects.pdf

Orders

Ordinances

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study 
Requests

New Business

Contact:  P. Powers

Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210
ppowers@northamptonma.gov
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16.147 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 
Upon the recommendation of Councilor Dennis Bidwell, Council President William Dwight, and Mayor 
David Narkewicz 
 
16.xxx  

R-16.147 
A Resolution 

 

Opposing Lifting the Cap on Commonwealth Charter Schools 

WHEREAS, free public schools available to all students regardless of income, ability, need or English 

language proficiency are foundational to our democracy; and 

WHEREAS, all of our students deserve high-quality public schools that teach the whole child, providing 

enrichment and addressing social and emotional needs in addition to core academic subjects; and 

WHEREAS, local accountability for our public schools is necessary to ensure that schools are responsive 

to the needs of their communities; and 

WHEREAS, in FY2017 Northampton is projected to lose $2,279,216, net of reimbursements,  to six 

nearby Commonwealth charter schools, and public school districts across the state are losing more than 

$408 million this year alone — a loss of funds that is undermining the ability of districts to provide all 

students with the educational services to which they are entitled; and 

WHEREAS, Commonwealth charter schools are often approved over the objections of a majority of 

community residents and their elected officials and are not accountable to local elected officials once 

they are approved; and 

WHEREAS, Commonwealth charter schools often fail to serve the same proportion of special needs 

students, low-income students and English language learners as the districts from which they receive 

students and often use high suspension rates to drive out students they don’t want to serve; and 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth charter school system is creating separate and unequal opportunities for 

success; and 

WHEREAS, lifting the cap on charter schools would greatly worsen the problems listed above and lead 

the Commonwealth further in the direction of a a costly, unequitable and divisive two-track school 

system; and 

WHEREAS, on June 9, 2016 the Northampton School Committee unanimously approved a resolution 

opposing lifting the cap on Commonwealth charter schools; and 

WHEREAS, a broad range of organizations including the New England Chapter of the NAACP,  Jobs  

With Justice, Massachusetts AFL-CIO, Citizens for Public Schools, Massachusetts Teachers Association, 

American Federation of Teachers Massachusetts, and Northampton Save Our Schools are all in 

opposition to lifting the cap on charter schools; 



16.147 

WHEREAS, the NAACP, at its national convention earlier this month, passed a Resolution calling for a 

national moratorium on the creation of any more charter schools; 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Northampton City Council, and  Mayor David Narkewicz, 

opposes lifting the cap on Commonwealth charter schools; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Northampton’s representatives in the State Legislature are encouraged 

to redouble their efforts to achieve fundamental reforms leading to more equitable and expanded 

funding of the Commonwealth’s public schools. 

. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Administrative Assistant to the City Council shall cause a copy of this 

resolution to be sent to Governor Charles Baker, Senate President Stanley Rosenberg, State 

Representative Peter Kocot, and Secretary of Education Jim Peyser. 
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16.156-Replacement 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                               September 1, 2016       

Upon recommendation of the Mayor  

O-16.156 

An Order 

To accept a gift of crosswalk equipment from Northampton Montessori School 

 

 

 

Ordered, that 

    The City of Northampton gratefully accepts the donation of crosswalk equipment for Bates 

Avenue from the Northampton Montessori School, in accordance with Massachusetts 

General Law Chapter 44, Section 53A.  

 

 



16.149  

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.149 
AN ORDER 

To authorize payment of a pervious year bill totaling $268.00 
 
 
BE IT ORDERED 
 
that the Council authorize payment of a prior fiscal year bill (FY2015) related to the DPW for Alternative 
Recycling Systems Composting Services in the amount of $268.00. 
  

 



16.150 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.150 
AN ORDER 

To Appropriate $17,045 for stair repair at the Academy of Music 
 
Ordered, that: 
 
City Council appropriate $17,045 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to provide funding for the 

repair of the side stage door granite stairs at the Academy of Music.   

 



16.151 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.151 
AN ORDER 

To Appropriate $41,137 for replacement of 1986 six-wheel sander for DPW 
 
Ordered, that: 
 
City Council appropriate $41,137 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to provide additional funding for 
the approved replacement of a 1986 six-wheel sander for the DPW for which bids have been obtained 
for a total cost of $231,137, which exceeds the originally estimated and appropriated amount of 
$190,000. 

 



16.152 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.152 
AN ORDER 

To Rescind Borrowing Authority for various projects 
 
Ordered, that: 
 

the City Council rescind only the borrowing authority granted in the following orders because such 

borrowing authority is no longer necessary:  

Order approved on February 19, 2015 to authorize borrowing in the amount of $491,486 for the 

partial replacement of the roof at Leeds Elementary School.   

Order approved on February 19, 2015 to authorize borrowing in the amount of $901,554 for the 

partial replacement of the roof at R.K. Finn Ryan Road Elementary School.   

Order approved on August 13, 2015 to authorize borrowing in the amount of $625,000 for the 

purpose of improvements to Pulaski Park – Phase II.   

 



16.153 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.153 
AN ORDER 

To Rescind Borrowing Authority for various projects 
 
Ordered, that: 
 
the City Council rescind a small portion of the borrowing authority granted in the following orders 
because such authority is no longer necessary: 
 
Rescind $13 of the $1,354,013 borrowing authority approved on April 21, 2016 for Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Improvements.   
 
Rescind $500 of the $456,500 borrowing authority approved on April 21, 2016 for VOIP System.     

 




