
CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS

Councilors:

l President William H. Dwight, At-Large 
l Vice-President Ryan R. O'Donnell, At-Large 
l Maureen T. Carney, Ward 1 
l Dennis P. Bidwell Ward 2 
l Vacant, Ward 3 
l Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4 
l David A. Murphy, Ward 5 
l Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6 
l Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7 

Meeting Agenda
City Council Chambers

Walter J. Puchalski Municipal Building
212 Main Street, Northampton

Meeting Date:  September 1, 2016

Meeting Time:  7:00pm

Public Comment

Roll Call

Public Hearings

Announcement of Public Hearing
The Northampton City Council will hold a public hearing on Thursday, October 6, 
2016, at 7:05 p.m. in City Council Chambers, 212 Main Street, Northampton, 
MA to discuss the percentages of the local tax levy to be borne by each class of 
real and personal property within the City of Northampton for FY 2017 in 
accordance with Chapter 40, Section 56 of the Massachusetts General Laws.

Recognition and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors

Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor

Resolutions

16.147 A Resolution Opposing Lifting the Cap on Commonwealth 
Charter Schools - 1st Reading

16.147_CharterSchoolCap.pdf

16.156 A Resolution To accept a gift of crosswalk equipment 
from Northampton Montessori School - 1st Reading

16.156_Resolution_Gift.pdf

Presentations

Betsy Alden - Spring Grove Cemetery project

Consent Agenda

16.136 Approve appointment of Jeff Jones, Northampton 
Housing Representative to the Community Preservation 
Committee - Positive recommendation from the City Council 
Committee on City Services on August 29, 2016

16.138_CPA_Appointment_from_Housing_Authority_Jeff_Jones.pdf

16.154 Appointments to Committees - Refer to Committee on City 
Services
Conservation Commission:

Lisa Fusco, 130 Cross Path Road, Northampton, term September 2016 -  June 2019  

Housing Partnership

Richard Abuza, 245 Chestnut St., Florence,  term July 2016 - June 2019 
(Reappointment)

Alison Brauner, 19 Market St., Apt. B, Northampton,  term September 2016 - June 
2019 

Human Rights Commission:

Karen Bellavance-Grace, 19 Church St., Northampton, term September 2016 - June 
2019 

Davina Miller, 33 Summer St., Northampton, term September 2016 -  June 2019  

Public Shade Tree Commission:  

Todd Ford, 78 Fern St., Florence, term July 2016 - June 2019 (Reappointment)
Marilyn Castriotta, 79 West St., Northampton,  term July 2016 - June 2019 
(Reappointment)

16.154_AppointmentsToCommittees.pdf

Approve Minutes of August 18, 2016

CityCouncilMinutes08-18-2018.pdf

Recess for Committee on Finance (See Separate Agenda)

Financial Orders

16.149 An Order to authorize payment for a previous year bill for 
the DPW - 1st Reading

16.149_PreviousYearBill-DPW.pdf

16.150 An Order to appropriate $17,045 for stair repair at the 
Academy of Music - 1st Reading

16.150_StairRepairAcademyOfMusic.pdf

16.151 An Order to appropriate $41,137 for replacement of 1986 
six-wheel sander for DPW - 1st Reading

16.151_DPWSander.pdf

16.152 An Order to rescind borrowing authority for various 
projects - 1st Reading

16.152_RescindBorrowingAuthority.pdf

16.153 An Order to Rescind Borrowing Authority for various 
projects - 1st Reading

16.153_RescindBorrowingAuthority-2Projects.pdf

16.155 An Order to appropriate $60,000 to demolish or make safe 
a fire damaged structure at 49 Round Hill Road - Request 2 
Readings

16.155_Order_Demolish_49_RoundHillRoad.pdf

16.139 An Order to Authorize Purchase of Four Lots for 
Affordable Housing on Glendale Road - 2nd Reading

16.139_Kensington_Estates_affordable_housing_On_Glendale_Road.pdf

16.140 An Order to authorize the purchase of 17.90 acres to add 
to the Saw Mill Hills Conservation area east of Sylvester Road -
2nd Reading

16.140_Order_17.9_Acres_Saw_Mill_Hills_East_of_Sylvester_Road.pdf

16.141 An Order to authorize the purchase of 20 acres to add to 
the Broad Brook Greenway west of North Farms Road - 2nd 
Reading

16.141_Randall_Broad_Brook_Greenway_20_Acres_West_of_North_Farms_Road.pdf

16.143 An Order to authorize the purchase of 9 lots for limited 
development off Burts Pit Road and Overlook Drive - 2nd 
Reading

16.143_Brookwood_Marsh_9_Lots_Off_Burts_Pit-asamended.pdf

16.144 Order to authorize payment for prior year bills - 2nd 
Reading

16.144_Prior_Year_Bills.pdf

16.145 An Order to accept a gift of a van from PVTA for the IT 
Department - 2nd Reading

16.145_Gift_Van_from_PVTA.pdf

Orders

Accept a deed or a taking for Pleasant Street from Holyoke Street 
to Hockanum Road - 2nd Reading

16.146_Pleasant_Street_STREET_ACCEPTANCE_ORDER.pdf

16.146_Pleasant_Street_STREET_ACCEPTANCE_ORDER-MassDOT_MAP.pdf

Ordinances

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study 
Requests

New Business

Contact:  P. Powers

Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210
ppowers@northamptonma.gov
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16.149 An Order to authorize payment for a previous year bill for 
the DPW - 1st Reading

16.149_PreviousYearBill-DPW.pdf

16.150 An Order to appropriate $17,045 for stair repair at the 
Academy of Music - 1st Reading

16.150_StairRepairAcademyOfMusic.pdf

16.151 An Order to appropriate $41,137 for replacement of 1986 
six-wheel sander for DPW - 1st Reading

16.151_DPWSander.pdf

16.152 An Order to rescind borrowing authority for various 
projects - 1st Reading

16.152_RescindBorrowingAuthority.pdf

16.153 An Order to Rescind Borrowing Authority for various 
projects - 1st Reading

16.153_RescindBorrowingAuthority-2Projects.pdf

16.155 An Order to appropriate $60,000 to demolish or make safe 
a fire damaged structure at 49 Round Hill Road - Request 2 
Readings

16.155_Order_Demolish_49_RoundHillRoad.pdf

16.139 An Order to Authorize Purchase of Four Lots for 
Affordable Housing on Glendale Road - 2nd Reading

16.139_Kensington_Estates_affordable_housing_On_Glendale_Road.pdf

16.140 An Order to authorize the purchase of 17.90 acres to add 
to the Saw Mill Hills Conservation area east of Sylvester Road -
2nd Reading

16.140_Order_17.9_Acres_Saw_Mill_Hills_East_of_Sylvester_Road.pdf

16.141 An Order to authorize the purchase of 20 acres to add to 
the Broad Brook Greenway west of North Farms Road - 2nd 
Reading

16.141_Randall_Broad_Brook_Greenway_20_Acres_West_of_North_Farms_Road.pdf

16.143 An Order to authorize the purchase of 9 lots for limited 
development off Burts Pit Road and Overlook Drive - 2nd 
Reading

16.143_Brookwood_Marsh_9_Lots_Off_Burts_Pit-asamended.pdf

16.144 Order to authorize payment for prior year bills - 2nd 
Reading

16.144_Prior_Year_Bills.pdf

16.145 An Order to accept a gift of a van from PVTA for the IT 
Department - 2nd Reading

16.145_Gift_Van_from_PVTA.pdf

Orders

Accept a deed or a taking for Pleasant Street from Holyoke Street 
to Hockanum Road - 2nd Reading

16.146_Pleasant_Street_STREET_ACCEPTANCE_ORDER.pdf

16.146_Pleasant_Street_STREET_ACCEPTANCE_ORDER-MassDOT_MAP.pdf

Ordinances

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study 
Requests

New Business

Contact:  P. Powers

Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210
ppowers@northamptonma.gov
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16.147 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 
Upon the recommendation of Councilor Dennis Bidwell, Council President William Dwight, and Mayor 
David Narkewicz 
 

R-16.147 
A Resolution 

 

Opposing Lifting the Cap on Commonwealth Charter Schools 

WHEREAS, free public schools available to all students regardless of income, ability, need or English 

language proficiency are foundational to our democracy; and 

WHEREAS, all of our students deserve high-quality public schools that teach the whole child, providing 

enrichment and addressing social and emotional needs in addition to core academic subjects; and 

WHEREAS, local accountability for our public schools is necessary to ensure that schools are responsive 

to the needs of their communities; and 

WHEREAS, in FY2017 Northampton is projected to lose $2,279,216, net of reimbursements,  to six 

nearby Commonwealth charter schools, and public school districts across the state are losing more than 

$408 million this year alone — a loss of funds that is undermining the ability of districts to provide all 

students with the educational services to which they are entitled; and 

WHEREAS, Commonwealth charter schools are often approved over the objections of a majority of 

community residents and their elected officials and are not accountable to local elected officials once 

they are approved; and 

WHEREAS, Commonwealth charter schools often fail to serve the same proportion of special needs 

students, low-income students and English language learners as the districts from which they receive 

students and often use high suspension rates to drive out students they don’t want to serve; and 

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth charter school system is creating separate and unequal opportunities for 

success; and 

WHEREAS, lifting the cap on charter schools would greatly worsen the problems listed above and lead 

the Commonwealth further in the direction of a a costly, unequitable and divisive two-track school 

system; and 

WHEREAS, on June 9, 2016 the Northampton School Committee unanimously approved a resolution 

opposing lifting the cap on Commonwealth charter schools; and 

WHEREAS, a broad range of organizations including the New England Chapter of the NAACP,  Jobs  

With Justice, Massachusetts AFL-CIO, Citizens for Public Schools, Massachusetts Teachers Association, 

American Federation of Teachers Massachusetts, and Northampton Save Our Schools are all in 

opposition to lifting the cap on charter schools; 



16.147 

WHEREAS, the NAACP, at its national convention earlier this month, passed a Resolution calling for a 

national moratorium on the creation of any more charter schools; 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Northampton City Council and  Mayor David Narkewicz, 

oppose lifting the cap on Commonwealth charter schools; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Northampton’s representatives in the State Legislature are encouraged 

to redouble their efforts to achieve fundamental reforms leading to more equitable and expanded 

funding of the Commonwealth’s public schools. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Administrative Assistant to the City Council shall cause a copy of this 

resolution to be sent to Governor Charles Baker, Senate President Stanley Rosenberg, State 

Representative Peter Kocot, and Secretary of Education Jim Peyser. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16.156 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen,  
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

R-16.156 
A Resolution 

To accept a gift of crosswalk equipment from Northampton Montessori School 
 
Be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council, 
 
Whereas, Northampton Montessori School has offered to donate crosswalk equipment for Bates 
Avenue, said equipment approved by the Department of Public Works, and 
 
Whereas, the permission of the Northampton City Council is required by Massachusetts General Law 
Chapter 44,  sec, 53 A1/2, 
 
Now therefore, be it  
 
Resolved, 
 
That the Northampton City Council accepts the gift of crosswalk equipment from Northampton 
Montessori School, with thanks. 
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Pamela Powers <ppowers@northamptonma.gov>

CPA Appointment from Housing Authority 
1 message

Sarah LaValley <slavalley@northamptonma.gov> Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 2:57 PM
To: Pamela Powers <ppowers@northamptonma.gov>
Cc: Mayor's Office <mayorsoffice@northamptonma.gov>

Hi Pam

The Northampton Housing Authority has voted to appoint Jeff Jones as their representative to the Community
Preservation Committee.  Please see the below email from Director Cara Clifford.  
If you need anything adiditional from me to put this on the next City Council agenda, please let me know.

Thanks very much, 
Sarah

On Monday July 18th, 2016 at the regular board meeting it was by unanimous vote to appoint Chairman Jones for a one year
term to the Community Preservation Committee.

 

Please let me know if you need me to send anything more.

 

Have a great evening.

 

Cara Clifford
Executive Director

Northampton Housing Authority    

 

49 Old South Street

Northampton, MA  01060

4135844030

 

ExecDir@hamphousing.org

tel:413-584-4030
mailto:ExecDir@hamphousing.org
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16.149  

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.149 
AN ORDER 

To authorize payment of a pervious year bill totaling $268.00 
 
 
BE IT ORDERED 
 
that the Council authorize payment of a prior fiscal year bill (FY2015) related to the DPW for Alternative 
Recycling Systems Composting Services in the amount of $268.00. 
  

 



16.150 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.150 
AN ORDER 

To Appropriate $17,045 for stair repair at the Academy of Music 
 
Ordered, that: 
 
City Council appropriate $17,045 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to provide funding for the 

repair of the side stage door granite stairs at the Academy of Music.   

 



16.151 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.151 
AN ORDER 

To Appropriate $41,137 for replacement of 1986 six-wheel sander for DPW 
 
Ordered, that: 
 
City Council appropriate $41,137 from the Capital Stabilization Fund to provide additional funding for 
the approved replacement of a 1986 six-wheel sander for the DPW for which bids have been obtained 
for a total cost of $231,137, which exceeds the originally estimated and appropriated amount of 
$190,000. 

 



16.152 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.152 
AN ORDER 

To Rescind Borrowing Authority for various projects 
 
Ordered, that: 
 

the City Council rescind only the borrowing authority granted in the following orders because such 

borrowing authority is no longer necessary:  

Order approved on February 19, 2015 to authorize borrowing in the amount of $491,486 for the 

partial replacement of the roof at Leeds Elementary School.   

Order approved on February 19, 2015 to authorize borrowing in the amount of $901,554 for the 

partial replacement of the roof at R.K. Finn Ryan Road Elementary School.   

Order approved on August 13, 2015 to authorize borrowing in the amount of $625,000 for the 

purpose of improvements to Pulaski Park – Phase II.   

 



16.153 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

O-16.153 
AN ORDER 

To Rescind Borrowing Authority for various projects 
 
Ordered, that: 
 
the City Council rescind a small portion of the borrowing authority granted in the following orders 
because such authority is no longer necessary: 
 
Rescind $13 of the $1,354,013 borrowing authority approved on April 21, 2016 for Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Improvements.   
 
Rescind $500 of the $456,500 borrowing authority approved on April 21, 2016 for VOIP System.     

 



16.155 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council September 1, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.155 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate $60,000 to demolish or make safe a fire damaged structure at 49 Round Hill Road 
 
Ordered, that: 
 
the sum of $ $60,000 be and hereby is appropriated to the Emergency Demolition Account (19303–

586124–14) from the Stabilization Fund to demolish or make safe a fire damaged structure located at 49 

Round Hill Road in accordance with the Massachusetts State Building Code, 780 CMR chapter 1, section 

116.4 and pursuant to the recovery provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 139, §3A and in accordance with 

Chapter 2 of the State Sanitary Code 105 CMR 410.    

 



16.139 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council, August 18 2016  

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz and Planning & Sustainability 
 
 

16.139 
An Order 

To Authorize  Four Lots for Affordable Housing on  
Glendale Road 

 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, On May 19, 2016, City Council approved purchase of 55± acres located between 

Glendale and Westhampton Roads, the approved 24 lot Kensington Estates 

subdivision, for open space and a limited housing development; 

 

WHEREAS, The City has proceeded with its due diligence and designed a limited development 

scenario that preserves the quality open space and provides much needed 

affordable housing, taking advantage of existing utilities, the best soils, and the 

lowest development and permitting costs; 

 

WHEREAS, The limited development scenario includes: 

  1. 53.13± acres as an addition to the Mineral Hills Conservation Area 

  2. Four building lots on 2.2± acres (instead of the developer’s planned 24 lots) 

  3. The four lots being dedicated for first-time home buyer affordable housing  

  4. Two driveways (instead of the developer’s planned one-third mile road) 

  5. 0.09± acres surplus to other city needs to be donated to the abutter who is most 

effected by the project  

  6. Community Development Block Grant will fund the purchase of the building 

lots to create permanent affordability. 

 

WHEREAS,  The previous approval remains in effect, which authorizes the city to purchase the 

conservation land, and no further conservation approval is required. 

Ordered, that 
The Mayor is authorized to accept a deed or deeds to the above referenced 2.29± acres; 

 

Further, that City Council declares such land surplus to City needs; 

 

Further, that the Mayor is authorized to transfer deeds to: 

1.  The abutter for the surplus land (Parcel A, 0.09± acres) 

2.  An affordable housing developer for the four building lots (Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, 2.2± acres)  
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16.140 

 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council, August 18, 2016      

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the 
Conservation Commission 
 

16.140 
An Order 

To Authorize the Purchase of 17.9 Acres to add to Saw Mill Hill Conservation Area  
East of Sylvester Road 

 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving open 

space in the Saw Mill Hills to fill in wildlife and walking trail gaps in the 

preserved conservation area; 

 

WHEREAS, The owners, for over two centuries, of 17.9± acres located on Roberts Hill in the 

Saw Mill Hills Conservation Area, south of Chesterfield Road and east of 

Sylvester Road have agreed to sell their property for $26,850;  

 

WHEREAS,   While the land is landlocked and has no development value, it fills a critical gap 

within the Saw Mill Hills Conservation Area; 

 

WHEREAS, The city has already raised all of the purchase price from community 

contributions and no new city appropriation or CPA funds are required; 

 

Ordered, that 
The Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or otherwise acquire for conservation 

and passive recreation purposes, as provided by MGL Chapter 40, §8C, any fee, easement or 

conservation restriction as defined in MGL Chapter 184, §31 or any other interest in the above 

land and any immediately adjoining land; that the City Council hereby accepts such conservation 

restrictions; that the Conservation Commission is authorized to grant conservation restrictions on 

any land so acquired; 
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16.141 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council, August 18, 2016      

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the 
Conservation Commission 

16.141 
An Order 

To Authorize the Purchase of 20 Acres to add to the Broad Brook Greenway 
West of North Farms Road 

 
 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving open 

space in the Broad Brook Greenway to fill in wildlife and walking trail gaps in the 

preserved conservation area; 

 

WHEREAS, The owner of 20± acres located adjacent to the Beaver Brook/Broad Brook 

Greenway, west of North Farms Road, has agreed to sell their property for 

$20,000;  

 

WHEREAS,   This purchase will provide the first walking link from North Farms Road to the 

Beaver Brook/Broad Brook Greenway, creating an exciting link; 

 

WHEREAS, Funding will come from Community Preservation Act and from community 

contributions; 

 

Ordered, that 
The Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or otherwise acquire for conservation 

and passive recreation purposes, as provided by MGL Chapter 40, §8C, any fee, easement or 

conservation restriction as defined in MGL Chapter 184, §31 or any other interest in the above 

land and any immediately adjoining land; that the City Council hereby accepts such conservation 

restrictions; that the Conservation Commission is authorized to grant conservation restrictions on 

any land so acquired; 
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16.143 As amended in City Council on August 18, 2016 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council, August 18 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz and Planning & Sustainability 
 
                   

16.143 
An Order 

Authorizing the purchase of 9 Lots for limited development off  
Burts Pit Road and Overlook Drive 

 
 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, On May 19, 2016, City Council approved purchase of 110± acres located between 

Burts Pit Road, Stone Ridge Road, Overlook Drive, and Florence Road, for open 

space and a limited housing development; 

 

WHEREAS, The City has proceeded with its due diligence and designed a limited development 

scenario that preserves the quality open space and provides much needed  

housing, taking advantage of existing utilities, the best soils, the most 

environmentally sensitive design, and the lowest development and permitting 

costs; 

WHEREAS, The City’s goal in this limited development scenario is the creation of at least 

two lots dedicated for first-time buyer affordable housing; 

 

WHEREAS, The limited development scenario includes: 

  1. 110± acres as an addition to Brookwood Marsh Conservation Area 

  2. Up to nine building lots on 2.67± acres (as shown on the attached preliminary 

plan) as follows: 

  A. Overlook Drive Lot 1, only if there is not funding to keep as open space and 

B.  Burts Pit Road Lots 3 through 10, with one or two a number of lots 

dedicated for first-time home buyer affordable housing if CDBG and other 

funding is available 

  3. Driveways (instead of the developer’s planned roads) 

 

WHEREAS,  The previous approval remains in effect, which authorizes the city to purchase the 

conservation land, and no further conservation approval is required. 

Ordered, that 
The Mayor is authorized to accept a deed or deeds to the above referenced 2.67± acres; 

 

Further, that City Council declares such land surplus to City needs; 



16.143 As amended in City Council on August 18, 2016 

 

Further, that the Mayor is authorized to transfer deeds for the building lots. 

 
  



16.143 As amended in City Council on August 18, 2016 

 

 



16.144 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

        

In City Council                                August 18, 2016 

Upon recommendation of the Mayor 

16.144 
An Order 

To Authorize Payment of Prior Year Bills 
 

 

BE IT ORDERED 

 

that the Council authorize payment of prior fiscal year bills (FY2016) related to the DPW: 

  

Comcast  - $154.83                                                 Water Enterprise Fund   

Comcast - $260.66                                                  Water Enterprise Fund  

OESCO - $698.11                                                   General Highways  

Jankowski and Spencer, PC -  $1,117.50                Legal Services   

Jankowski and Spencer, PC -     $777.00                Legal Services   

Jankowski and Spencer, PC -  $1,237.50                Legal Services   

Jankowski and Spencer, PS - $1,229                      Legal Services 







16.146 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council, August 18 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz 
 

16.146 
An Order 

To Accept A Deed for a portion of Pleasant Street 
 
 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, On July 14, 2016, City Council approved a petition accepting Pleasant Street from 

Holyoke Street to Hockanum Road (currently a MassDOT layout); 

 

WHEREAS, MassDOT has provided the City with the final survey for this work and City 

Council final approval to accept a deed or taking for this property is required. 

 

Ordered, that 
The Mayor is authorized to accept a deed or deeds to the above referenced Pleasant Street layout, 

substantially as shown on the attached survey.  

 






