
CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS

Councilors:

l President William H. Dwight, At-Large 

l Vice-President Ryan R. O'Donnell, Ward 3 

l Vacant, At-Large 

l Maureen T. Carney, Ward 1 

l Dennis P. Bidwell Ward 2 

l Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4 

l David A. Murphy, Ward 5 

l Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6 

l Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7 

Meeting Agenda
City Council Chambers

Walter J. Puchalski Municipal Building
212 Main Street, Northampton
Meeting Date:  June 23, 2016

Meeting Time:  7:00 pm

Public Comment

Roll Call

Public Hearings

16.115 Announcement of Public Hearing regarding a Petition 
from National Grid to erect poles and wires upon, along, 
under or across Round Hill Road
In accordance with the provisions of Section 22, Chapter 166, of the General 
Laws, a public hearing will be held in City Council Chambers, 212 Main Street, 
Northampton, @ 7:05 p.m. on July 14, 2016 on the petition of National Grid to 
erect poles and wires upon, along, under, or across Round Hill Road.   

16.115_Round_Hill_Road_Pole_Petition_National_Grid.pdf

Public Hearing Regarding the City's Operating Budget for 
FY2017
In accordance with The Charter of Northampton, Massachusetts, Article 7 
Finance and Fiscal Procedures, Section 7-4: Action on the Operating 
Budget, (a) Public Hearing:

A Public Hearing to be held to consider the Proposed FY2017 Budget and 
the City Council will hear all persons who wish to be heard thereon.

Recognition and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors

Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor

Resolutions

Presentations

Consent Agenda

Approve Minutes of Department Budget Hearings
Minutes of May 26, 2016
Minutes of June 1, 2016 

BudgetHearingMeetingMinutesMay_25_2016.pdf, 

BudgetHearingMeetingMinutesJune_1_2016.pdf

Approve Minutes of June 2, 2016

Minutes_City_Council_June_2_2016.pdf

16.078 Approve appointments to various committees -
Positive Recommendations from City Services on 6/7/2016
Board of Health:  Re -Appointment of Joanne Levine

Central Business Architecture Committee:  Appointment of Bridget Goggins & 

Melissa Frydlo

Community Preservation Committee:  Re -appointment of Brian Adams

Conservation Commission:  Re -Appointment of C. Mason Maronn & 
Appointment of Jason Perry

Council on Aging:  Re -appointment of Robert Montague

Disability Commission:  Re -appointment of James Winston

Energy & Sustainability Commission:  Re -appointment of Mary Biddle, Adin 
Maynard & Scott Silver

Planning Board:  Move Dan Felton from Associate Member to Full Member 

16.078_201605031127.pdf

Recess for Committee on Finance (See Separate Agenda)

Financial Orders

16.094 Financial Order to Appropriate $84,044,076 for FY2017 
General Fund Budget - 1st Reading

16.094_FY17Budget.pdf

16.095 Financial Order appropriate the sum of $588,450 for 
the FY17 Solid Waste Enterprise Fund Budget - 1st Reading

16.095_FY17Budget-Solid Waste Enterprise Fund Budget.pdf

16.096 Financial Order to appropriate the sum of $6,271,872 
for the FY2017 Sewer Enterprise Fund Budget - 1st Reading

16.096_FY17Budget.pdf

16.097 Financial Order to appropriate the sum of $7,463,768 
for the FY17 Water Enterprise Fund Budget - 1st Reading

16.097_FY17Budget.pdf

16.098 Financial Order to appropriate the sum of $1,957,558 
for the FY17 Storm Water Enterprise Fund Budget - 1st 
Reading

16.098_FY17Budget.pdf

16.099 Financial Order to approve Revolving Fund Accounts 
for FY2017 - 1st Reading

16.099_RevolvingFundsFY17-1.pdf

16.101 Financial Order To Appropriate Capital Projects from 
FY2016 GF Undesignated Fund Balance - 1st Reading

16.101_Captial_Projects_Appropriate_From_FreeCash.pdf

16.102 Financial Order To Appropriate Capital Projects from 
Receipts Reserved for Appropriation – Parking - 1st Reading

16.102_CapitalProjectsFrom_ReceiptsReservedForAppropriation_Parking.pdf

16.103 Financial Order to Appropriate Capital Projects from 
Receipts Reserved for Appropriation – Sale of Land Account 
to be used for City-wide fueling depot project - 1st Reading

16.103_CapitalProjects_AppropriatedFrom_ReceiptsReservedForAppropriation-

SaleOfLandAccount.pdf

16.104 Financial Order to Appropriate $51,663.36 for Police 
Department Firing Range - 1st Reading

16.104_FiringRange.pdf

16.105 Financial Order To Appropriate $100,000 for 
Retrofitting/Replacement of Windows & to develop plans for 
HVAC solution - 1st Reading

16.105_ForbesLibraryCapitalProjects.pdf

16.106 Financial Order to Appropriate $37,300 for the West 
Farms & Park Street Cemeteries - 1st Reading

16.106_CemeteryProject.pdf

16.107 Financial Order to Appropriate $344,359 for Capital 
Projects from the Capital Stabilization Fund - 1st Reading

16.107_CapitalProjects-Fire_and_DPW.pdf

16.117 A Financial Order to reprogram funds for the purpose 
of preparing architectural plans for R.K. Finn Ryan Road 
School Cafeteria - 1st Reading

16.117_ReprogramFunds_RyanRoadCafeteria.pdf

16.119 Financial Order regarding Senior Center Gift Fund 
Expenditures - 1st Reading

16.119_FO_Senior_Center_Gift_Fund_Expenditures.pdf

16.120 Financial Order to appropriate $40,000 for a roofing 
replacement schematic design feasibility study @ Leeds 
Elementary School - 1st Reading

16.120_FO_MSBA_LEEDS_ROOF.pdf

16.121 Financial Order to appropriate $40,000 for a roofing 
replacement schematic design feasibility study @ Bridge 
Street Elementary School - 1st Reading

16.121_FO_MSBA_Bridge_ROOF.pdf

16.122 Order to authorizes the acquisition of two parcels of 
land located on the east side of Haydenville Road, Whately, 
MA - Request 2 Readings

16.122_WatershedPurchase.pdf, 16.122_MapWaterShedPurchase.pdf

16.100 Financial Order to appropriate $600,000 from FY16 GF 
to Fiscal Stability Stabilization Fund and Stabilization Fund -
2nd Reading

16.100_From_GF_To_Stability.pdf

Orders

16.116 An Order to allow School District to enter into 
contracts for instructional materials for a period not to 
exceed six years. - 1st Reading

16.116_SixYearSchoolAgreement.pdf, 16.116_SupportingLetter.pdf

16.118 Order to accept Bottums Road as a City Street - 1st 
Reading

16.118_Order-BottumsRd.pdf, 16.118_BottumsRd_OOT.pdf, 

16.118_BottumsRoad-Plan.pdf

16.114 An Order To grant VCA, Inc. a 5% TIF exemption on 
new growth beginning in FY2018 - 2nd Reading

16.114_TIFOrderVCAInc060216.pdf

Ordinances

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study 
Requests

New Business

Contact:  P. Powers

Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210
ppowers@northamptonma.gov
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CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS

Councilors:
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l Vice-President Ryan R. O'Donnell, Ward 3 

l Vacant, At-Large 

l Maureen T. Carney, Ward 1 

l Dennis P. Bidwell Ward 2 

l Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4 

l David A. Murphy, Ward 5 

l Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6 

l Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7 

Meeting Agenda
City Council Chambers

Walter J. Puchalski Municipal Building
212 Main Street, Northampton
Meeting Date:  June 23, 2016

Meeting Time:  7:00 pm

Public Comment

Roll Call

Public Hearings

16.115 Announcement of Public Hearing regarding a Petition 
from National Grid to erect poles and wires upon, along, 
under or across Round Hill Road
In accordance with the provisions of Section 22, Chapter 166, of the General 
Laws, a public hearing will be held in City Council Chambers, 212 Main Street, 
Northampton, @ 7:05 p.m. on July 14, 2016 on the petition of National Grid to 
erect poles and wires upon, along, under, or across Round Hill Road.   

16.115_Round_Hill_Road_Pole_Petition_National_Grid.pdf

Public Hearing Regarding the City's Operating Budget for 
FY2017
In accordance with The Charter of Northampton, Massachusetts, Article 7 
Finance and Fiscal Procedures, Section 7-4: Action on the Operating 
Budget, (a) Public Hearing:

A Public Hearing to be held to consider the Proposed FY2017 Budget and 
the City Council will hear all persons who wish to be heard thereon.

Recognition and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors

Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor

Resolutions

Presentations

Consent Agenda

Approve Minutes of Department Budget Hearings
Minutes of May 26, 2016
Minutes of June 1, 2016 
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BudgetHearingMeetingMinutesJune_1_2016.pdf

Approve Minutes of June 2, 2016
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16.078 Approve appointments to various committees -
Positive Recommendations from City Services on 6/7/2016
Board of Health:  Re -Appointment of Joanne Levine

Central Business Architecture Committee:  Appointment of Bridget Goggins & 

Melissa Frydlo

Community Preservation Committee:  Re -appointment of Brian Adams

Conservation Commission:  Re -Appointment of C. Mason Maronn & 
Appointment of Jason Perry

Council on Aging:  Re -appointment of Robert Montague

Disability Commission:  Re -appointment of James Winston

Energy & Sustainability Commission:  Re -appointment of Mary Biddle, Adin 
Maynard & Scott Silver

Planning Board:  Move Dan Felton from Associate Member to Full Member 
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Recess for Committee on Finance (See Separate Agenda)

Financial Orders

16.094 Financial Order to Appropriate $84,044,076 for FY2017 
General Fund Budget - 1st Reading

16.094_FY17Budget.pdf

16.095 Financial Order appropriate the sum of $588,450 for 
the FY17 Solid Waste Enterprise Fund Budget - 1st Reading

16.095_FY17Budget-Solid Waste Enterprise Fund Budget.pdf

16.096 Financial Order to appropriate the sum of $6,271,872 
for the FY2017 Sewer Enterprise Fund Budget - 1st Reading

16.096_FY17Budget.pdf

16.097 Financial Order to appropriate the sum of $7,463,768 
for the FY17 Water Enterprise Fund Budget - 1st Reading

16.097_FY17Budget.pdf

16.098 Financial Order to appropriate the sum of $1,957,558 
for the FY17 Storm Water Enterprise Fund Budget - 1st 
Reading

16.098_FY17Budget.pdf

16.099 Financial Order to approve Revolving Fund Accounts 
for FY2017 - 1st Reading

16.099_RevolvingFundsFY17-1.pdf

16.101 Financial Order To Appropriate Capital Projects from 
FY2016 GF Undesignated Fund Balance - 1st Reading

16.101_Captial_Projects_Appropriate_From_FreeCash.pdf

16.102 Financial Order To Appropriate Capital Projects from 
Receipts Reserved for Appropriation – Parking - 1st Reading

16.102_CapitalProjectsFrom_ReceiptsReservedForAppropriation_Parking.pdf

16.103 Financial Order to Appropriate Capital Projects from 
Receipts Reserved for Appropriation – Sale of Land Account 
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS   

Councilors: 

 President William H. Dwight, At-Large 

 Vice-President Ryan R. O’Donnell, Ward 3 

 (Vacant), At-Large 

 Maureen T. Carney, Ward 1 

 Dennis P. Bidwell Ward 2  

 Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4 

 David A. Murphy, Ward 5 

 Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6 

 Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Annual Budget Hearings with City Departments 
Location:  Northampton Police Station Community Room, 29 Center Street 

Meeting Date:  May 25, 2016 
Meeting Time:  5:30 pm 

1. Roll Call:  At 5:30 p.m. Councilor O’Donnell called the meeting to order.  On a roll call the following 
councilors were present:  Councilor O’Donnell, Councilor Bidwell, Councilor Sciarra, Councilor Murphy 
and Councilor LaBarge.  No other City Councilors were present.  
 
Also present was Mayor David Narkewicz and Finance Director Susan Wright. 
 
2. Budget Presentations by Department: 
 
Councilor LaBarge moved to open the Budget Hearings; Councilor Sciarra seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved on a voice vote of 5 Yes, 0 No.   
 

A. 5:30 p.m. Fire Rescue:  Chief Duane Nichols and Deputy Chief and Deputy Chief John Garriepy 
were present from the department.    

Chief Nichols explained that his budget is a level funded budget for FY17, as was directed by the Mayor.  
The department’s overall budget for next year is slightly less due primarily to retirements.  There are sixty-
eight uniform members within the department.  Last year the department received 7,200 calls for service; 
of those, 5,100 were for EMS.  Overall the department experienced 400 more calls than the previous 
year; the Chief reports that call volume continues to rise from year-to-year primarily due to EMS requests.  
The department is the 24/7 backup first responders to other surrounding communities.   
 
PS accounts for a majority of the department’s budget.  Retirements last year included former Chief 
Duggan and Deputy Chief Dave Gagne; replacement staff were added at a lower step rate than the 
retired members.   New fire fighters are generally brought in at a Step 1 level.   
 
On the OM side, two line items were increased:  EMS Supplies and Fire Fighting Supplies. The Fire 
Fighting Supplies was formerly budgeted at $2,500; however, spending outpaces this budgeted amount.  
The Chief bumped the budgeted amount up to $15,000 which better reflects the spending amount over 
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the past few years.  Purchase covered by this line item includes nozzles, fire hoses, axes, etc.  EMS 
supply purchases have also outpaced the budgeted amount.  This is due to two primary reasons:  first, 
the number of calls for EMS has risen in the past few years; second, replacement of supplies has shifted 
to the department as CDH now only supplies medical drugs for ambulance calls.  The budgeted amount 
is now at the $10,000 level.   
 
DC Garriepy explained that over the past year there has been a 1,000% increase in the use of Narcan by 
EMS.  The Narcan is supplied by the hospital; however, when the drug is administered, other supplies are 
consumed in the process.   Equipment, such as masks, defibrillator pads, etc., is consumed in the 
process.  Cardiac arrests have increased due to the increase in heroin use.  One cardiac arrest could 
consume $500 worth of medical supplies.  Overall, with the current call volume, an average of $100 in 
medical supplies is consumed per EMS call.   Medical supplies used per call are billed to the patient.  
Years ago both medical supplies and medical drugs were re-stocked by the CDH.  Various shifts over the 
years, including an increase in call volume, have resulted in the department having to re-stock supplies 
while drugs are still provided by the hospital.   
 
The EMS industry is expecting a 7% increase in call volume from year to year.  DC Garriepy reports that 
the increased call volume is due to increased heroin use and also due to the number of calls for assisted 
living medical needs (lift assists due to falls, etc.).  Older populations are the result of assisted living 
quarters at Rockridge retirement community, Linda Manor, and Christopher Heights.   
 
Ambulance replacements are now funded through the department’s budget instead of the capital plan.  
Ambulance replacements will occur every two years.   
 
As part of the service offered by the City residents can register themselves with the Dispatch Center for 
medical needs/concerns.  When a crew is dispatched out, the needs of a patient will be on file.  This 
service is also available to register other important information about the premises.  The information will 
remain confidential and will not be broadcast over the radio.  There are calls in which the department 
always dispatches an engine and an ambulance because of the pre-registered information kept by 
Dispatch.   
 
The department has also been focusing on using information technology for numerous tasks, including 
records keeping of patient history, inventory control, and department scheduling.  Mobile hot spots have 
been added to ambulances and trucks to allow for real-time data exchange.   
 
The department currently has eleven first responders; with retirements next year the department will be 
down to only five.  The department only hires paramedics which is a requirement of the job.   
 
The plan for a new fire engine is on-going.  A committee is working to identify the specs for the new 
engine; the committee plans to visit other communities to consider appropriate add-ons for the City; one 
feature the Chief is planning for is a compressed air foam system.  This fire suppression technology will 
benefit low/no water wards like wards 6 and 7.   The new engine is expected to hold 1,000 gallons of 
water.  A compressed air foam system provides for triple the amount of fire suppression; the 1,000 
gallons will yield 3,000 gallons of fire suppression.   
 
Chief notes that the EMS equipment is starting to get old.  He would like to plan to cycle out the old 
equipment with new equipment.  He would also like to increase the hardware/software capability to 
incorporate more technology into the hands of personnel.   
 
Chief Nichols reports that the Florence substation is a huge asset when responding to calls in the 
Florence and Leeds area.  While administrative offices are at the main location on King Street, the 
Florence station is well equipped to respond to most types of emergencies.  While the building is older, 
structurally it is in good shape; through a FEMA grant a new sprinkler system was added to the building.   
 
Regarding new hires, the Chief reports that when postings go up, there is always a list of candidates to 
draw from.  The pool of candidates is only so big, however, and other communities have lured staff to 
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other communities with higher pay.  The department does try to hire local people who might be willing to 
invest a longer time commitment to the community.  Less than half of the staff are Northampton residents. 
 
The name change is still on-going.  It is well accepted by the department; the rescue truck that was 
acquired in December was the first truck to carry the new logo.  All new equipment going forward will 
reflect Northampton Fire Rescue.   
  
At 6:03 p.m. the City Council took a brief adjournment until the start time of the Central Services 
presentation.   
 

B. 6:10 p.m. Central Services: 
 
At 6:10 p.m. Councilor O’Donnell called the meeting back to order.  Presenting the Parking Maintenance 
and the Central Services budget was Central Services Director David Pomerantz.  Director Pomerantz 
reports that there are no changes to the levels of service for either budget.   
 
There is about a 2.6% increase to the Central Services budget for FY2017, mostly in the Operations and 
Maintenance portion of the budget.  Some of the numbers may change on the PS side due primarily to 
collective bargaining agreements that have yet to be determined.  There is currently a staff of fourteen 
people in Central Services; there is also a weekend custodial position for JFK Middle School that is 
funded out of the Central Services budget.  The position is 19.5 hours and covers weekends when the 
Aquatics Center and the gymnasium are open.  Director Pomerantz reports that there is a lot of cost 
sharing that is done between cost centers, including the City, NPS, DPW and SVAHS.   The positions that 
are shared include a City Electrician,  an HVAC tech, a Facilities Project Coordinator, and Mail Courier.   
 
Contracts for Electricity service were signed for City and School facilities in October of 2015.  They are 
two year contracts and the City was able to secure rates that are 2 cents per kw hour less than what was 
paid under the previous twelve month contract.  This is helpful for budgeting purposes; staff continue to 
push energy conservation and efficiency.  The City has also signed two year contracts for natural gas 
which reflects about one cent less per dekatherm  over the previous contract.  
 
The City is ready to begin the street light conversion project.  The project consists of converting approx. 
2,000 City Streetlights to L.E.D. lamps and fixtures.  Right now the City owns about 85% of the 
streetlights; the city will be looking to purchase the remaining 15% in the not-to-distant future.  This 
project is funded through bonds; the City has secured about $1,000,000 for this project.  Director 
Pomerantz expects that once the project is complete, the City should expect approx. $190,000 in rebates 
from National Grid as part of the work.  A five-year payback is expected on the entire project.  The project 
is expected to save the City approx. $120,000 in savings annually.  The City will be taking over 
maintenance of the streetlights as part of the program.  Other communities have indicated that 
maintenance is pretty minimal. The City does have a bucket truck that will be able to be used once the 
City begins its own maintenance.   
 
Director Pomerantz reports that there is a slight increase in the line item for Contracted and Preventative 
Maintenance Services.  There are also a number of centralized purchasing programs that the City has 
instituted in the last four – five years.  The centralization has resulted in significant cost savings to the 
City.  The programs include:  office supply purchasing; copier leasing (City only), custodial supply 
purchasing; postage services; trash services; and security access purchasing.   
  
Director Pomerantz also reports that Alternative Recycling will continue trash services for the next three 
years at the same prices as the previous contract.  This means that the City will not have to prepare an 
RFP or go through the bid process.  The services include trash pick-up, recycling, and composting at 
three of the City schools.   
 
In the Parking Budget, there are no real changes to the dollar side.  There is one position that was added 
to the budget:  Tom Willard, a former B.I.D. employee, has been hired as a Parking Maintenance 
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Assistant; he has picked up 100% of the duties that he was doing for the B.I.D. and Chamber program.  
He will also start to train on some of the Parking Maintenance duties.    
 
Under previous departmental budgets there was a line item for “B.I.D. payments” totaling about $35,000 
per year.  This is the amount that the City paid to the B.I.D. for services that they provided.  A portion of 
that amount has been moved up to the PS line to help cover the cost of Mr. Willard’s salary.  The 
remainder of the money is used to cover equipment purchases that the City might need to make to 
perform the duties done by Mr. Willard.   
 
Mr. Pomerantz explained other line items that were part of his Parking Maintenance budget.  
“Compliance” consists of purchases of miscellaneous equipment, such as fire extinguishers, signage for 
the garage, tools, etc.  “Site improvements” includes painting, crack sealing, landscaping and other 
improvements to the lots and garages.  “Equipment – Parking” includes purchases for meter components, 
coin collection equipment, paper, as well as repair to the green multi-station.   
 
Councilor Bidwell asked if there was still time ot look at alternatives in the L.E.D. lighting program.  His 
constituent, James Lowenthal, has a petition that is signed by a number of individuals.   While Director 
Pomerantz indicated that there still may be time; Chris Mason is still doing the sample placement on 
Pleasant Street, Randolph Place and on Holyoke Street.  An on-line survey is being conducted to get 
feedback from the community because this is a big change.  Chris has spent time with Mr. Lowenthal and 
with Siemens (installers of the new fixtures) to identify what is best for the City.   Finance Director Susan 
Wright expressed an interest in finalizing the purchase for two specific reasons.  First, the projected 
energy cost savings are already built into the FY17 budget.  Second, the City bonded $700,000 last year 
and the money is supposed to be spent within a certain period of time.   
 
Councilor Bidwell asked about the possibility to shield streetlights.  In taking over maintenance of the 
streetlights, he wondered if shielding will still be able to be done at individual requests.  Director 
Pomerantz reports that National Grid was asked and the City paid for NG to install shields upon request.  
As part of the request from the resident, the resident purchased the shield.  The work was typically done 
at night when other maintenance on streetlights was also being done.   
 
Councilor Sciarra asked about the installation of PV canopy systems on municipal parking lots.  Director 
Pomerantz explained that installing photovoltaic systems on municipal parking lots is part of a grant that 
Energy Officer Chris Mason is working on.   The engineering portion of the project is complete; a system 
is planned for the main Fire Rescue headquarter parking lot on Carlon Drive.  The idea is to increase the 
resiliency of the building in a power failure.  Solar on the roof was considered initially, however, the 
building has a copper roof.   A canopy system is a good alternative and will be considered for the Senior 
Center, school parking lots and the main Fire Rescue headquarters.  The structure will consist of pv 
panels supported by pillars with parking allowed underneath the panels.  The project will require that a 
1,000 gallon underground storage tank for diesel fuel be taken out.  The Fire Rescue vehicles will be 
required to re-fuel at the DPW. 
 
Councilor Sciarra asked about the pv project at the former Glendale Road Landfill.  Director Pomerantz 
indicated that a contract has been signed with Ameresco.  Ameresco has agreed to perform certain steps  
in the development of the project until the state legislature lifts the cap on net metering to the point where 
this project would be included in the net metering pipeline.   
 
At 6:38 Councilor Sciarra moved to close the public hearing; Councilor Bidwell seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved on a voice vote of 5 Yes, 0 No. 
 
3. Adjourn:   
 Councilor Sciarra moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:38 p.m.; Councilor Bidwell seconded the motion.  
The motion was approved on a voice vote of 5 Yes, 0 No.   
 
Prepared by:  P. Powers, Administrative Assistant to the City Council 
(413) 587-1210, ppowers@northamptonma.gov 

mailto:ppowers@northamptonma.gov
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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS   

Councilors: 

 President William H. Dwight, At-Large 

 Vice-President Ryan R. O’Donnell, Ward 3 

 (Vacant), At-Large 

 Maureen T. Carney, Ward 1 

 Dennis P. Bidwell Ward 2  

 Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4 

 David A. Murphy, Ward 5 

 Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6 

 Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Annual Budget Hearings with City Departments 
Location:  Northampton Police Station Community Room, 29 Center Street 

Meeting Date:  June 1, 2016 
Meeting Time:  5:30 pm 

1. Roll Call:   
 

At 5:32 p.m. Councilor O’Donnell called the meeting to order.  On a roll call the following councilors were 
present:  Councilor O’Donnell, Councilor Carney, Councilor Bidwell, Councilor Sciarra, Councilor Murphy 
and Councilor LaBarge.  No other City Councilors were present.  Councilor Murphy left at 6:45 p.m.   
 
Also present was Mayor David Narkewicz and Finance Director Susan Wright. 
 
2. Budget Presentations by Department: 
 
Councilor Bidwell moved to open the Budget Hearings; Councilor LaBarge seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved on a voice vote of 6 Yes, 0 No.   
 

A. 5:30 p.m. Department of Public Works:  Donna LaScaleia was present to give an overview of the 
department’s FY2017 budget.  Mayor Narkewicz points out that since Director LaScaleia has only 
been on the job for four weeks, the department’s budget was prepared without input from the new 
director.  Also, the FY2017 budget does not reflect collective bargaining agreements since this 
process is not yet complete.  The budget will need to be revised upon completion of collective 
bargaining; contracts will likely be retroactive to the beginning of the fiscal year. 
 
Director LaScaleia explained that the FY2017 budget is similar to that of FY2016.  She reports 
that built into the new budget are modest step increases for staff in all departments.  Snow and 
Ice will be level funded for the upcoming year.  The department will continue focus on 
infrastructure improvements for street paving, sewer line and water line replacement, some 
design work for wastewater treatment plant improvements.  Additionally, the department is 
planning for a City-wide fueling depot for all City-owned vehicles.   
 
The Mayor reports that monies will be used again this year for various paving projects.  Last year 
over 7 miles of new roads were completed; it is difficult to know how much new roadways will be 
completed in the coming year.  The department makes use of a computer program in which 
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paving projects are prioritized.  Sometimes roadway repair/replacement projects are coordinated 
with other major projects, such as water/sewer line replacement projects.  Crack sealing is  a 
paving alternative that is often used.  The City expects to receive some funding from the State 
and intends to add more money to the State’s amount to fund paving projects.   Pavement 
materials have different life expectancy depending on the type of material used; life expectancies 
range from 10 – 30 years.  Councilor Carney asked about plans for sidewalk repairs; the 
Transportation and Parking Commission has taken a look at the DPW study of sidewalks.  A plan 
for sidewalk upgrades will be added to the pavement management system that is currently in 
place for roads. 
 
Director LaScaleia explained that the DPW is prepared to send out water/sewer bills using the 
new tiered rate structure.  Munis is able to handle a tiered rate structure approach.  Utility bills for 
first quarter will come out on or about July 1

st
.   

 
There are a few positions in the City that are funded from several departments.  The City 
Electrician is one of those positions that is funded by the DPW, Central Services, NPS, and Smith 
Vocational School budgets.   
 
Councilor Bidwell noted that several DPW positions currently show vacancies in the budget book.  
Mayor Narkewicz indicated that it will be the responsibility of the newly hired Director to post the 
positions and hire the staff required for the department.   
 
Councilor Sciarra asked about crosswalk maintenance; Director LaScaleia reports that there is 
currently one person who is responsible for painting and maintenance of all 600 crosswalks in the 
City.  The Director indicated that she will take a look at allocations for this function and is willing to 
consider alternatives to get the job done, including adding more staff, hiring a contractor or other 
resources.  Regarding when crosswalk maintenance can be done, weather is a factor, including 
temperature.  Crosswalk maintenance is typically done at night when there is less traffic. 
 

B.  5:50 p.m.  Forbes Library:  Janet Moulton and Lisa Downing were present to talk about the 
Forbes Library budget.  Director Moultan explained that seventy-six percent of the Library’s 
budget is through City appropriations.   
 
The Library had over 200,000 visitors in FY2016 which averages out to an average of 90 people 
entering the library every hour that it is open.  The building has three meetings rooms that can be 
used for community meetings and gatherings.  The facility offers over 1,000 programs; in FY2016 
20,774 people attended the events.  There are currently eleven book groups and another summer 
reading program is about to get underway.  The Library staff also offer instructions on the use of 
computers and devices, such as tablets.  As part of the computer network offerings, the Library 
offers free Wi-Fi.  Community space is accessible to many community groups and non-profit 
agencies.  Using the library provides a safe environment with access to the internet, referral 
services, and other research help.  Another important service is the outreach delivery to 
homebound residents. 
 
Last year there were over $7 million worth of services given to the community.  Many hours of 
volunteer services were realized; 136 volunteers worked 6,647 hours.  Non-city money is often 
spent on important resources for the community; in FY2016 over $170,000 was spent on books 
and media for public use.  Many of the non-city funds are realized through donations, grants, 
fees, state aid, and endowment earnings. 
 
The building itself is 122 years old and holds the only Presidential Library in a public library in the 
US.  The Calvin Coolidge Presidential Library and Museum was visited by 1,800 tourists last 
year.  The Library also hold primary source material about the history of Northampton and 
surrounding communities in its Hampshire Room.  Local artists can exhibit collections in the 
library’s Hosmer Art Gallery.  Just recently, the Northampton High School held an exhibit in this 
location.   
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On its “”Wish List” the Library would like to open Saturdays during the summer and continue its 
outreach delivery service.  To do so would require about $30,000 in additional funding.   
 
Councilor Sciarra asked about an order that the Council is considering regarding the window 
replacement project; Director Moulton explained that the windows are over 120 years old; they 
are very inefficient at keeping cold out.  Many times during the winter the windows ice-over on the 
inside.   
 
Councilor Carney asked about federal funding for presidential rooms.  It was explained that such 
funding started with presidents after Truman.   
 

C. 6:10 p.m. Smith Vocational and Agricultural High School – Superintendent Jeff Peterson and 
Business Manager Nancy Roberts were on hand to talk about the upcoming budget.  
Superintendent Peterson is very pleased with the support he is receiving from the City but 
expressed great concerns about funding the school will be receiving from the State.  State aid 
regulations are detrimental only to SVASH due to the fact that the school is the only non-regional 
vocational school in the State.  One new regulation is that beginning in FY2017, out of district 
students will need to have their “exploratory freshman year” in their own schools district.  This 
affects enrollment which could be decreased by as much as 40%.  Last year enrollment was 130; 
this year the enrollment is projected to be 105.  There is not a lot of buy-in from other 
communities about regionalizing the school.  The school serves sixty-one cities and towns and is 
the only vocational school west of 495 that offers an Agricultural program.  Superintendent 
Peterson is also concerned about the mounting pressures that the aging facility is posing.  The 
School has a ninety-eight percent graduation rate.  Within-City enrollment fluctuates but is 
generally about ¼ of the total student population.   
 

D. The Police Department did not present their budget due to a scheduling conflict.  At 6:45 the 
committee took a brief adjournment until the start time of the Planning and Sustainability 
presentation. 
 

E. 6:50 p.m.  Planning and Sustainability:  At 6:50 p.m. Councilor O’Donnell called the meeting back 
to order.  Director Wayne Feiden was on hand to talk about the department’s budget for the 
upcoming year.  Director Feiden explained that the Office receive over a $1.4 million in grants 
over a three year period.  A competitive public health and planning grant is funding the City’s first 
pedestrian and bicycle plan.  The department is also working on a climate adaption plan and is 
working on complete streets ordinance.  The department is also working with a developers’ forum 
to encourage more housing in and near downtown and several projects have been approved 
and/or are underway.  Sustainable transportation continues to be a hot topic and several projects 
are being implemented, in addition to several that have already been implemented.  Congestion 
mitigation and air quality are two of the key concerns that the car sharing initiative hopes to 
address.  The department intends to hire a .5 FTE person as a “Lands and Projects Planner”.    
 

F. 7:10 p.m. Northampton Public Schools:  NPS Superintendent John Provost and Business 
Manager Candice Walczak were on hand to talk about the NPS budget.  The projections for next 
year include a 2.75% increase over FY2016.  The FY 2017 Budget Priorities are as follows: 
 

 Plans to open a pre-K satellite with a full-day option for four year olds. 

 Restore credential librarians in the elementary school levels 

 Establish a high-school reading class students identified with an interrupted high-school l 
learning experience 

 Establish two global STEM education programs; one at JFK and one at Jackson Street 
School 

 Enhance robotics program with increased funding for program 

 Establish school recess assistants to maximize teacher prep time 
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 Raise salaries for school substitute teachers; many don’t currently make minimum wage 
 

3. Adjourn:   
 

 Councilor Bidwell moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.; Councilor Sciarra seconded the motion.  
The motion was approved on a voice vote of 5 Yes, 0 No (Note:  Councilor Murphy left prior to 
adjournment).   
 
Prepared by:  P. Powers, Administrative Assistant to the City Council 
(413) 587-1210, ppowers@northamptonma.gov 

mailto:ppowers@northamptonma.gov














































































































16.094 

 
 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor Narkewicz 
 

16.094 
AN ORDER 

To Appropriate $84,044,076 for FY2017 General Fund Budget 
 

Ordered, that: 
 

the sum of $84,044,076 which is the full amount necessary for the Fiscal Year 2017 General 

Fund Budget (July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017), be appropriated for the purposes stated,  provided that the 

appropriation for Smith Vocational and Agricultural School shall be used solely for the purposes of meeting 

net school spending as defined by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and no funds 

so appropriated shall be transferred to any account or expended for any purpose that would not be 

included in the calculation of net school spending. To meet this appropriation, $1,773,627 will be raised 

and appropriated from Parking Meter Receipts Reserved, $10,000 from Cemetery Perpetual Care Trust 

Fund, $5,000 from Cemetery Sale of Lots Receipts Reserved, $974,025 from Sewer Enterprise Funds, 

$692,167 from Water Enterprise Funds, $114,813 from Solid Waste Enterprise Funds, $268,422 from 

Storm Water Enterprise Funds, $5,000 from Wetlands Filing Fees, $1,500  from the Waterways Fund, 

$13,609  from Community Preservation Act Administrative Funds, $62,907 from Energy Rebates, $28,729 

from the Reserve for Police Station Debt Service and $80,094,277 will  be raised and appropriated.   
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 

In City Council  June 23, 2016 

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.095 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate the sum of $588,450 for the FY2017 Solid Waste Enterprise Fund Budget  
 

Ordered, that 
 

                                       the sum of $588,450 which is the full amount necessary for the Fiscal Year 

2017  Solid Waste Enterprise Fund Budget (July 1, 20165 to June 30, 2017), be appropriated for 

the purposes stated and to  meet said appropriation, $399,000 is to be raised from solid waste 

receipts, and $189,450  to be made available from the Undesignated Fund Balance of the Solid 

Waste Enterprise Fund. 

 
 

SOLID WASTE ENTERPRISE FUND FY17 Budget

Solid Waste Landfill -$               

Solid Waste Other Waste Mgt 472,612$         

Solid Waste Debt 1,000$            

Solid Waste Interest 25$                 

Solid Waste Closure & Post-Closure Fund -$               

Solid Waste  Indirect Costs 114,813$         

Solid Waste Host Community Fee -$               

TOTAL SOLID WASTE ENTERPRISE FUND 588,450$       
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor Narkewicz 
 
 

16.096 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate the sum of $6,271,872 for the FY2017 Sewer Enterprise Fund Budget 
 

Ordered, that 
 

                                       the sum of $6,271,872 which is the full amount necessary for the Fiscal 

Year 2017 Sewer Enterprise Fund Budget (July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017), be appropriated for 

the purposes stated and to meet said appropriation, $6,271,872 is to be raised from sewer 

receipts. 

SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND FY17 Budget

Sewer General Sanitary 1,582,076$     

Sewer Treatment 2,177,226$     

Sewer Debt 445,864$        

Sewer Interest 107,326$        

Sewer Indirect Costs 974,025$        

Sewer Reserve for Capital Projects 985,355$        

Sewer Reserve -$              

TOTAL SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND 6,271,872$   
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 

In City Council June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.097 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate the sum of $7,463,768 for the FY2017 Water Enterprise Fund Budget 
 

Ordered, that 
 

 
                                       the sum of $7,463,768, which is the full amount necessary for the Fiscal 

Year 2017 Water Enterprise Fund Budget (July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017), be appropriated for 

the purposes stated and to meet said appropriation, $6,787,245 is to be raised from water 

receipts and $676,523 shall be transferred from the Water Stabilization Fund. 

 
 

WATER ENTERPRISE FUND FY17 Budget

Water General 3,595,099$      

Water Treatment 1,100,671$      

Water Debt 1,620,201$      

Water Interest 435,630$         

Water Indirect Costs 692,167$         

Water Reserve for Capital Projects -$               

Low Income Discount 20,000$           

Water Reserve -$               

TOTAL WATER ENTERPRISE FUND 7,463,768$    
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  Click June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.098 
AN ORDER 

to appropriate the sum of $1,957,558 for the FY17 Storm Water Enterprise Fund 
Budget 
 

 
Ordered, that 

 
                                       the sum of $1,957,558 which is the full amount necessary for the Fiscal 

Year 2017 Storm Water Enterprise Fund Budget (July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017), be appropriated 

for the purposes stated. To meet said appropriation, $1,957,558 is to be raised from storm 

water receipts. 

STORM WATER ENTERPRISE FUND FY17 Budget

Storm Water Drain Operations 1,310,067$     

Storm Water Flood Control Operations 320,520$        

Storm Water Debt 50,000$         

Storm Water Interest 8,550$           

Storm Water Indirect Costs 268,421$        

Storm Water Reserve for Capital Projects -$              

Storm Water Reserve -$              

TOTAL WATER ENTERPRISE FUND 1,957,558$   
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Fund

Number Name of Fund Receipts to be credits to fund Programs and Purpose for which funds can be expended Authorized Spending Agent

Annual 

Spending 

Limit

2420

Energy and Sustainability 

Revolving Fund

Revenue from the sale of renewable energy certificates and renewable 

energy or greenhouse gas (e.g. carbon) credits or other emission credits 

and utility rebate payments

Allowable expenditures include materials, expenses and contracted services associated with 

projects, program and policies that increase levels of energy efficiency and energy resource 

sustainability and guard against effects of energy resource disruption/depletions and climate 

change in all of Northampton's public and private sectors consistent with the goals of the 

Sustainable Northampton Plan, the City's climate change protection commitments and other City 

plans/goals

Director of Central Services with the 

approval of the Northampton Energy 

and Sustainability Commission and the 

Mayor $150,000

2416

Hazmat

 Revolving Fund

Revenue generated from billing the responsible party for the costs

associated with responding to an incident involving the release of 

hazardous materials 

Allowable expenditures include the purchase or replacement of materials, equipment,

 protective gear, vehicle repair and maintenance, preparedness training activities and for any 

purpose in connection with the HAZMAT program Fire Chief $85,000

2419

DPW Public Works Construction Services 

Revolving Fund 

Revenue generated from departmental billing to granting agencies  and 

other third parties for labor, overhead, equipment and materials 

associated with the provision of construction services 

Allowable expenditures include the purchase of materials,  equipment and vehicles

 for the Department of Public Works as well as related construction costs on construction 

projects involving any divisions of the DPW

DPW Director with the approval

 of the Mayor $85,000

2408

Senior Services Transportation

Revolving Fund

Revenue generated from fare donations for transportation services  and 

direct donations to the transportation program

Allowable expenditures include vehicle  acquisition, repair and maintenance, 

gasoline, mileage reimbursements, contracted services, salaries, stipends and other expenses 

directly related to the operation of transportation services Director of Senior Services $75,000

2428

Senior Services Activities

Revolving Fund 

Revenue generated thru program activity fees, donations and 

fundraising events

Allowable expenditures include expenses related to activities, programs and services 

offered by Senior Services including salaries, stipends and employee benefits Director of Senior Services $90,000

2432

Senior Services Gift Shop

Revolving Fund

Revenue generated thru sales of merchandise either donated 

or purchased

Allowable expenditures include purchase of gift shop merchandise, sales tax,

 contracted services and expenses related to activities, programs and services offered by Senior 

Services including salaries, stipends and employee benefits Director of Senior Services $20,000

2433

Senior Services Food Services

Revolving Fund

Revenue generated from payments for meals, assorted meal 

preparations and other refreshments sold at the  Senior Center and 

Coffee Shop

Allowable expenditures include acquisition of kitchen equipment and supplies, 

meal taxes, food, contracted services, and expenses related to the operations of the food 

services program including salaries, stipends and employee benefits and expenses related to 

activities, programs and services offered by Senior Services Director of Senior Services $50,000

2440

Senior Services Publications 

Revolving Fund

Revenue generated from advertising on the website, electronic 

bulletin board and in senior publications and direct donations

Allowable expenditures include printing, postage, advertisements, office supplies 

and other expenses directly related to the creation and distribution of senior publications, 

including salaries, stipends and employee benefits Director of Senior Services $50,000

2441

Senior Trips and Travel

Revolving Fund

Revenue generated thru promotion of travel opportunities for

 seniors and community members and memberships in the Travel Club

Allowable expenditures include contracted services, admission fees, reservations, 

postage, publicity, travel refreshments, office supplies and other expenses directly related to the 

promotion and implementation of travel opportunities including salaries, stipends and employee 

benefits and expenses related to activities, programs and services offered by Senior Services Director of Senior Services $100,000

2406

Athletic League Fees

Revolving Fund Revenue generated from fees charged for athletic leagues fees

Allowable expenditures include salaries, employee benefits, expense and contracted

 services required to operate athletic league for City residents supervised directly by the 

Recreation Department Director of Parks and Recreation $230,000

2405 JFK Family Aquatic Center Revenue generated from user charges for use of the JFK Pool

Allowable expenditures include anything relative to maintaining, equipping and staffing and 

operating the JFK Family Aquatic Center including salaries and employee benefits Director of Parks and Recreation $120,000

City of Northampton
MASSACHUSETTS

Upon Recommendation of the Mayor

Ordered that , the City Council authorizes the following Revolving Funds in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53 E 1/2 for Fiscal Year 2017.  Receipts received but not expended in Fiscal Year 2017 shall be carried over to Fiscal Year 2018 if these funds are reauthorized 

for Fiscal Year 2017 by City Council.  No further appropriations shall be made in excess of the balance of the fund nor shall total expenditures for the fiscal year exceed the annual spending limit as noted.

16.099



Fund

Number Name of Fund Receipts to be credits to fund Programs and Purpose for which funds can be expended Authorized Spending Agent

Annual 

Spending 

Limit

2422

NPS Transportation

Revolving Fund Revenue generated from fees charged for school transportation 

Allowable expenditures include contracted services, vehicle acquisition, repair and 

maintenance and any expenses related to administration of the fee based transportation 

program Superintendent of Schools $225,000

2452

SVAHS Farm 

Revolving Fund

Revenue generated from the sale of farm products and farm

animals

Allowable expenditures include farm animals, vehicle repair, maintenance, gasoline, contracted 

services and salaries, and employee benefits related to farm operations Superintendent of Schools $100,000

2435

Tourism Directional Sign Program

Revolving Fund

Revenue generated from fees assessed to businesses that receive 

approval for tourism directional signs

Allowable expenditures include materials, supplies, equipment and labor relative to the

 erection and maintenance of tourism signs on city streets 

DPW Director with approval of

 the Mayor $20,000

2436

Public Health Nursing Program

Revolving Fund

Revenue generated from reimbursement from insurance 

companies for administration and cost of vaccines and fees associated 

with TB testing and patient management 

Allowable expenditures includes support for the work of the Public Health Nursing 

Program including purchase of vaccines and other pharmaceuticals, medical and office 

equipment, professional development for nursing staff, contract staff and associated education 

and outreach materials Director of the Health Department $20,000

2410

James House

Revolving Fund Revenue generated from lease payments and building rentals

Allowable expenditures include maintenance of the property including salaries, 

employee benefits, equipment, supplies, materials, repairs, utilities, plowing, landscaping and 

capital expenditures, printing, advertising, signage and other costs, debt service for bonds Director of Central Services $75,000

2439

Sharps Disposal Program

Revolving Fund

Revenue generated from the sale of approved needle disposal

 containers

Allowable expenditures include the cost of sharps disposal, containers, community 

education materials and other medical and office equipment needed for the program Director of the Health Department $15,000

2442

Fire Alarm Monitoring Program

Revolving Fund Revenue generated from providing alarm monitoring services

Allowable expenditures include salaries, employee benefits, equipment repair and 

maintenance, contracted services and other expenses related to the operation of the Public 

Safety Dispatch Center

Director of the Public Safety Dispatch 

Center $60,000

2443

DPW Reuse Committee

Revolving Fund

Revenue generated from donations, fundraising, grants and 

business, educational and other institutional sponsorships

Allowable expenditures include advertising expenses, tipping fees, swap shop

 operating expenses, office supplies, expenses related to conducting workshops, fundraisers and 

public events DPW Senior Civil Engineer $15,000

16.099
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor Narkewicz 
 
 

16.101 
AN ORDER 

To Appropriate Capital Projects from FY2016 GF Undesignated Fund Balance 
 

Ordered, that 

  the following Capital Projects be appropriated  from the FY16 General Fund Undesignated Fund 

Balance (Free Cash): 

 

Information Technology – Integrate Municipal Data Systems (Permitting)   $          110,000 

Fire Rescue Department – Communication Equipment      $            32,550 

Police Department – Replace Tactical Equipment     $            67,500 

Northampton Public Schools – District Wide Security Measures      $            40,000 

Police Department – Firing Range                                                                                         $             60,000 

DPW – Fueling Depot         $           304,133 

DPW – Equipment Replacement        $           385,481  

DPW – Clement Street Bridge           $             50,000 

TOTAL:                       $         1,049,664 
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor Narkewicz 
 
 

16.102 
AN ORDER 

To Appropriate Capital Projects from Receipts Reserved for Appropriation – Parking 
 

  

Ordered, that 

  the following Capital Projects be appropriated  from the Receipts Reserved for Appropriation – 

Parking: 

 

 

Drainage System Upgrades at Garage        $            90,000 

Downtown and Parking Wayfinding        $            70,000 

Garage Structural Repairs – Phase IV       $           200,000 

TOTAL:          $          360,000 
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor Narkewicz 
 
 

16.103 
AN ORDER 

To Appropriate Capital Projects from Receipts Reserved for Appropriation – Sale of Land Account 
 

Ordered, that 
 

  $160,867 be appropriated from the Receipts Reserved for Appropriation - Sale of Land Account 

to the City Wide Fueling Depot Project. 
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor Narkewicz 
 
 

16.104 
AN ORDER 

To Appropriate $51,663.36 for Police Department Firing Range 
 

Ordered, that 

     $ 25,275.26 remaining old Community Policing Grants (Fund 2144) and $25,843.23 remaining 

in the Police Dare Program Gift Account (Fund 2511) and $544.87 in the Police Shooting Range Gift 

Account (Fund 2513) for a total of $51,663.36 to be used for the development of the firing range for the 

Police Department.  
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor Narkewicz 
 
 

16.105 
AN ORDER 

To Appropriate $100,000 for Retrofitting/Replacement of Windows & to develop plans for HVAC 
solution @ Forbes Library  

 

Ordered, that 

      $100,000 or such other sum as may constitute the entire balance in an old account set aside for 

Memorial Hall building renovations (Account – 5000 340565) be appropriated to be used for architectural 

plans and specifications for retrofitting/replacement of windows at the Forbes Library and development of 

engineering plans for an HVAC solution for the Special Collections Room and Calvin Coolidge Library 

at Forbes Library. 
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor Narkewicz 
 
 

16.106 
AN ORDER 

To Appropriate $37,300 for the West Farms & Park Street Cemeteries 
 

Ordered, that 

      the sum of $37,300  is appropriated from the Cemetery Trust and Income Fund to be used 

toward the Cemetery Preservation Plan for the West Farms and Park Street Cemeteries.  
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor Narkewicz 
 
 

16.107 
AN ORDER 

To Appropriate $344,359 for Capital Projects from the Capital Stabilization Fund 
 

Ordered, that 

    the sum of $344,359 is appropriated from the Capital Stabilization Fund for the following 

projects:  

 

Fire Rescue Department – Update Alerting System        $         164,840 

DPW Equipment Replacement        $         179,519 

TOTAL:          $         344,359 

 

 



16.117 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.117 
AN ORDER 

To reprogram funds for the purpose of preparing architectural plans for  
R.K. Finn Ryan Road School Cafeteria  

 
 
Whereas, 
 City Council appropriated $35,000 for repairs to the Leeds Elementary School skylight and window repair 
project as part of the FY15 Capital Plan;  
 
Whereas, 

The repairs that were made were not as extensive as originally estimated and there remains $21,241; 
 

Whereas, 
Planned renovations to the R.K.Finn Ryan Road Cafeteria are part of the city’s Five Year Capital 

Improvement Program and are tentatively scheduled for the FY18 Capital Plan and in order to do the renovations 
during the summer of 2017, architectural plans need to be prepared; 

 
Ordered, that 

$21,241 be reprogrammed from the balance of the Leeds Elementary School skylight and window repair 
project (19303-586504) for the purpose of preparing architectural plans for the upcoming renovation of the R.K. Finn 
Ryan Road School Cafeteria.   
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of  the Mayor 
 
 

16.119 
AN ORDER 

Regarding Senior Center Gift Fund Expenditures 

 

Ordered, that 
The following expenditures from the Senior Services Gift Fund (2522541-57806) 
be approved: 
 

$2,600 for the purchase and installation of mirrors for the walls of the Fitness 
Center 
 
$1,200 for canopies to be constructed and installed for two mini-sale 
merchandise carts/kiosks 
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of  the Mayor 
 
 

16.120 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate $40,000 for a roofing replacement schematic design feasibility study  
@ Leeds Elementary School 

 

Ordered, that 
 

That the City of Northampton appropriate the amount of $40,000 for the purpose of paying costs 

of  a roofing replacement schematic design feasibility study for the Leeds Elementary School, 

located at 20 Florence Street, Northampton, MA  01060, a school serving public school students 

in grades kindergarten thru fifth grade,  including the payment of all costs incidental or related 

thereto, and for which City of Northampton may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts 

School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of the 

Northampton School Building Committee. To meet this appropriation the Northampton City 

Council, with the approval of the Mayor will appropriate necessary funds from funds remaining 

in the account entitled Leeds Roof Membrane Project (19303 586514).  The City of 

Northampton acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary 

program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any costs the City of Northampton 

incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole 

responsibility of the City of Northampton.  
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of  the Mayor 
 
 

16.121 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate $40,000 for a roofing replacement schematic design feasibility study  
@ Bridge Street Elementary School 

 

Ordered, that 
 

That the City of Northampton appropriate the amount of $40,000 for the purpose of paying costs 

of  a roofing replacement schematic design feasibility study for the Bridge Street Elementary 

School, located at 2 Parson Street, Northampton, MA  01060, a school serving public school 

students in grades kindergarten thru fifth grade,  including the payment of all costs incidental or 

related thereto, and for which City of Northampton may be eligible for a grant from the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the 

direction of the Northampton School Building Committee. To meet this appropriation the 

Northampton City Council, with the approval of the Mayor will appropriate necessary funds 

from funds remaining in the account entitled Ryan Road Roof Membrane Project (19303 

586503).  The City of Northampton acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-

entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any costs 

the City of Northampton incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA 

shall be the sole responsibility of the City of Northampton.  
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City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

 

In City Council, June 23, 2016 

Upon the recommendation of the Mayor and the Department of Public Works 

 

16.122 
AN ORDER 

To authorizes the acquisition of two parcels of land located on the east side of  
Haydenville Road, Whately, MA 

 

Ordered, that 

 

WHEREAS,   The City of Northampton owns a surface drinking water supply in the Towns of 

Hatfield, Whately and Williamsburg surrounded by watershed land owned by 

both the City and private property owners, and; 

WHEREAS,  It is in the interest of the City to acquire privately held parcels within this 

watershed as they become available for sale to protect its drinking water supply, 

and; 

WHEREAS, Certain parcels of land within the watershed are available for acquisition, and it is 

in the interests of the City to acquire the parcels for watershed protection. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED  

That the City Council authorizes the acquisition by gift, purchase, eminent domain or otherwise, 

the fee interest in two parcels of land located on the east side of Haydenville Road, Whately, 

MA, as follows: 

1. Parcel B as shown on a plan entitled “Plan of Land in Whately, Mass. Owned by Joseph 

Pilvinis,” dated April 30, 1983, Revised June 11, 1983, and recorded in the Franklin Registry of 

Deeds in Plan Book 53, Page 43, containing 4.121 acres, more or less.  Said parcel is more 

particularly described in the deed of Joseph Pilvinis to Joan Marie DeLano, dated August 19, 

1983, and recorded in said Registry in Book 1750, Page 112. 

2. Parcel C as shown on a plan entitled “Plan of Land in Whately, Mass. Owned by Joseph 

Pilvinis,” dated April 30, 1983, Revised June 11, 1983, and recorded in the Franklin Registry of 

Deeds in Plan Book 53, Page 43, containing 4.121 acres, more or less. Said parcel is more 

particularly described in the deed of Joseph Pilvinis to Roberta June Marineano, dated August 

19, 1983, and recorded in said Registry in Book 1750, Page 114. 
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This acquisition is for the purpose of the sanitary protection of the Mountain Street Reservoir, 

part of the City of Northampton’s Water Supply. The parcel shall be held in the custody and 

control of the Department of Public Works.   

Further, that no appropriation is necessary for the acquisition of the easement authorized 

hereunder inasmuch as sufficient funds for this acquisition have been appropriated in Water 

Enterprise 61523-581000-11 - Land. 
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City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

        

In City Council June 2, 2016 

Upon recommendation of the Mayor  

16.100 

AN ORDER 

To appropriate $600,000 from FY16 GF to Fiscal Stability Stabilization Fund and 

Stabilization Fund 

 

 

Ordered, that 

  $   600,000  be appropriated from the FY16 General Fund Undesignated Fund 

Balance (Free Cash) to the following accounts: 

 

 $200,000      5000  340516   Fiscal Stability Stabilization Fund 

 $400,000 5000  340574  Stabilization Fund  
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City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  June 23, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.116 
AN ORDER 

To allow School District to enter into contracts for instructional materials for a period not to exceed 
six years. 

 
Ordered, that: 
 
Whereas, Chapter 30B of the Massachusetts General Laws requires City Council approval 

for contract terms exceeding three years, and 

 

Whereas,       multi-year contracts up to six years, can maximize the impact of school funds 

spent on instructional materials, 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED THAT,  

 

all school districts of the City of Northampton are authorized to enter into 

contracts for instructional materials for a period not exceed six years. 
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CITY OF NORTHAMPTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

 

WHEREAS,  a petition has been duly filed to layout and accept Bottums Road as a public way; 

and 

WHEREAS,  the petition has been referred to the Planning Board and to the Public Works 

Commission formerly the Board of Public Works; and  

WHEREAS,  the Public Works Commission has held a duly noticed public hearing on the 

petition to layout and accept the public way; and 

WHEREAS,  the Public Works Commission has recommended laying out and accepting 

Bottums Road as a public way;    

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED  

That the City Council authorizes the acquisition by gift, purchase, eminent domain or otherwise, 

an easement in and over the parcels of land shown as shown as “Bottums Road” on a plan 

entitled, “Plan of Land in Northampton, Massachusetts, Hampshire County, Surveyed for the 

City of Northampton," dated March 11, 2015, for the purpose of laying out, establishing and 

accepting public ways thereon. 

Further, that the City Council hereby lays out, establishes and accepts as a public way the parcels 

to be acquired hereunder. 

And further, that no damages shall be payable as a result of the any taking authorized herein and 

no betterments shall be assessed as a result of the laying out, establishing and accepting such 

public way.     
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 ORDER OF TAKING 

 

 

The undersigned, being the duly elected and sitting members of the City Council of the City of 

Northampton, in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, acting under the authority of and in 

accordance with the provisions of General Laws of the Commonwealth, as from time to time 

amended, and more particularly Chapter 79, and pursuant to the Order of the Northampton City 

Council, a true copy of which is attached hereto, does hereby take a perpetual easement for and on 

behalf of the Inhabitants of the City of Northampton over the parcels referenced below.  The purpose 

of the taking hereunder is the laying out, establishing and accepting of a public way in and for the 

City of Northampton in accordance with Mass. Gen Laws ch. 82, and Northampton Code of 

Ordinances, § 285-31, et seq.   

 

The parcels hereby taken are shown as “Bottums Road” on a plan entitled, “Plan of Land in 

Northampton, Massachusetts, Hampshire County, Surveyed for the City of Northampton," dated 

March 11, 2015, to be recorded herewith.  The parcels are more particularly bounded and 

described as set forth on Exhibit A, attached hereto. 

 

No damages shall be payable as a result of this taking and no betterment shall be assessed as a 

result of the laying out and acceptance of the public way herein.  

 

[THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE INTENTIONALL LEFT BLANK] 

 

 



16.118 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, We, the City Council of the City of Northampton, have executed this 

Order of Taking this             day of                   , 2016. 

 

WITNESS TO ALL: 

CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF NORTHAMPTON, MA 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

William H. Dwight     Vacant 

AT-LARGE COUNCILOR                              AT-LARGE COUNCILOR 

 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Maureen T. Carney     Dennis P. Bidwell 

WARD 1 COUNCILOR    WARD 2 COUNCILOR 

 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Ryan R. O'Donnell     Gina-Louise Sciarra 

WARD 3 COUNCILOR    WARD 4 COUNCILOR 

 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

David A. Murphy     Marianne L. LaBarge 

WARD 5 COUNCILOR    WARD 6 COUNCILOR 

 

____________________________________ 

Alisa Klein 

WARD 7 COUNCILOR 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF THE CLERK 

CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF NORTHAMPTON, MA 

 

I, Pamela L. Powers, the Clerk of the City Council of the City of Northampton, MA, hereby certify 

that the attached Order of Taking of certain easements located in Northampton, Hampshire County, 

Massachusetts, was executed on                                2016, by William H. Dwight, Maureen T. 

Carney, Dennis P. Bidwell, Ryan R. O’Donnell, Gina-Louise Sciarra, David A. Murphy, Marianne L. 

LaBarge, and Alisa Klein, who as of that day, were and are the duly elected members of the City 

Council of the City of Northampton, MA. 

 

  Signed this                 day of                      , 2016. 

 

  ______________________________________ 

  Pamela L. Powers  

  Clerk to City Council  

  City of Northampton, Massachusetts 
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EXHIBIT A 

  

Beginning at a point, said point marks the southeasterly  corner of a parcel, now or formerly 

Thomas F. Kelly as described in a deed recorded in Book 10399  Page 257 of the Hampshire 

Registry District, said point marked by a iron rod found, said point being located on the westerly 

line of Clement Street, said point being the northeasterly corner of the parcel herein described, 

thence; 

 

 

S 55°52'12" W along said Clement Street, a distance of 35.28 feet, to a point, said point marks 

the angle point in said Clement Street,  said point being the easterly side line of the parcel herein 

described, thence; 

 

 

S 06°19'48" E  along said Clement Street, a distance of 27.07 feet, to a point, said point marks 

the westerly sideline of said Clement Street, said point marks the northerly  corner of a parcel 

now or formerly James M. Ferrera & Lydia A. Kapell as described in a deed recorded in Book 

4264  Page 336 of the Hampshire Registry District, said point being the southeasterly corner of 

the parcel herein described, thence; 

 

N 39°40'55" W  along said Ferrera & Kapell, distance of 524.63 feet to a point, said point marks 

the southerly side line of the parcel herein described, thence; 

 

S 50°19'05" W through said Ferrera & Kapell, a distance of 50.00 feet to a point, said point 

marks the southerly side line of the parcel herein described, thence; 

 

N 39°40'55" W through said Ferrera & Kapell, a distance of 50.00 feet to a point, said point 

marks the southwesterly corner of the parcel herein described, thence; 

 

N 50°19'05" E through said Ferrera & Kapell, and a parcel now or formerly Thomas L. Raredon 

& Harriet E. Brickman as described in a deed recorded in Book 2523  Page 29 of the Hampshire 

Registry District,  a distance of 100.00 to a point, said point being located on the southerly line of 

a parcel, now or formerly Ray M. Jackson & Diane Ethier-Jackson as described in a deed 

recorded in Book 4907 Page 114 of the Hampshire Registry District, said point marks the 

northerly line of the parcel herein described, thence; 

 

 

S 39°40'55" E along said Jackson & Ethier-Jackson, a distance of 234.10 feet to a point, said 

point marked by a iron rod found, said point being located at the southwesterly corner of a parcel, 

now or formerly Elise L. Starr as described in a deed recorded in Book 5965 Page 234 of the 

Hampshire Registry District, said point marks the northerly line of the parcel herein described, 

thence; 

 

S 39°40'55" E along said Starr and said Kelly, a distance of 321.33 feet to the point of beginning. 

 

The above described parcel contains 30,327 square feet more or less, being depicted as Bottums 

Road on a plan entitled, "Street Acceptance Plan, Plan of Land in Northampton MA, Hampshire 
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Registry, prepared for The City of Northampton", dated 03-11-2015. Prepared by Northeast 

Survey Consultants. 

 

The basis of bearing being the Massachusetts Coordinate System NAD 83 

Being a portion of the premises conveyed in the following deeds recorded in the Hampshire 

Registry of Deeds:    Book 4907 Page 114; Book 11963 Page 50;  Book 10399 Page 257;  Book 

4264 Page 336;  Book 2523, Page 29. 
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City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                               June 2, 2016 

Upon recommendation of the Mayor 

16.114 

An Order  

To grant VCA, Inc. a 5% TIF exemption on new growth beginning in FY2018 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Northampton granted a 5-year, 5% Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 

agreement to VCA, Inc. in 2008 for the relocation of its custom furniture and architectural 

millwork business from Easthampton to Northampton and the construction of a new 20,000 

square foot manufacturing facility located on the south campus of the former Northampton State 

Hospital at 209 Earle Street; and 

WHEREAS, VCA, Inc. satisfied the terms of its original TIF agreement by expanding its 

workforce from 15 to 18 employees as specified in said agreement; and 

WHEREAS, VCA, Inc. has since grown to 30 employees and now wishes to further expand its 

operations through the construction of a 13,000 square foot addition at its 209 Earle Street 

facility with a commitment to adding 6 additional employees; and  

WHEREAS, this important manufacturing expansion project has received preliminary approval 

from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts as eligible for MA State Investment Tax Credits 

subject to the approval of a local Tax Increment Financing (TIF) agreement; and so 

Now Therefore Be It Ordered,  

The City Council approves the VCA, Inc. expansion project as a certified project within the 

Village at Hospital Hill Economic Opportunity Area, and grants a five percent (5%) TIF 

exemption on new growth for a period of five years beginning in FY2018, and authorizes the 

Mayor to execute and implement a TIF agreement.  

 




