
Committee on Finance 
and the Northampton City Council

 Councilor David A. Murphy, Chair
Councilor Jesse M. Adams
Councilor Maureen T. Carney

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

City Council Chambers, 212 Main Street
Wallace J. Puchalski Municipal Building

Northampton, MA

Meeting Date:  May 5, 2016

Note:  The Finance Committee Meeting will take place during the City Council Meeting as 

announced.  The City Council Meeting is scheduled to begin at 7:05 pm.

Meeting Called To Order

Roll Call

Approve Minutes Of The April 26, 2016 Meeting

committee_on_finance_meetingminutes_april_26_2016.pdf

Financial Orders

16.060 Financial Order Regarding Budgetary Transfers Between Various 
Department 

16.060_budgetarytransfersfy16.pdf

16.063 Financial Order To Authorize Payment Of A Prior Fiscal Year Bill 
For Smith Vocational & Agricultural School In The Amount Of $8,135.36

16.063_prioryearbill_8,135.36_smith_vocational.pdf

16.065 An Order To Surplus Property And Authorize The Mayor To 
Transfer The Property To The USA For Inclusion In The Conte Fish & 
Wildlife Refuge

16.065_hockanumferryandgolashordertosurplus.pdf

16.066 Order To Purchase Land Off Of Reservoir Road

16.066_purchaselandreservoirroad.pdf

16.067 Order Authorizing The Mayor To Waive & Decline The City's Right 
Of First Refusal On Property Located On Rocky Hill Road

16.067_right_of_first_refusal_rocky_hill_road.pdf

16.068 Order To Purchase 55 +/- Acres Located Between Glendale & 
Westhampton Roads

16.068kensingtonestateslandorder.pdf

16.069 Order To Authorize The Purchase Of 110 +/- Acres To Add To The 
Brookwood Marsh Conservation Area

16.069_brookwoodmarshkohllandorder.pdf

16.071 Financial Order To Appropriate $32,356.31 From The GF Free 
Cash To NPS For Federal ERate To Support Technology Infrastructure

16.071_freecashtonps_e_rate.pdf

16.072 Financial Order To Rescind Borrowing Authority For Land Off Of 
Easthampton Road (Previously Approved In August, 2015)

16.072_rescindborrowingauthorityforlandoffofeasthamptonroad.pdf

16.076 To Appropriate $9,850 From The GF Free Cash For Technical 
Assistance To Analyze Broadband Services

16.076_broadbandfeasibility.pdf

New Business
-Reserved for topics that the Chair did not reasonably anticipate would be discussed.

Adjourn

Prepared by:

P. Powers, Administrative Assistant to the City Council

ppowers@northamptonma.gov , (413) 587-1210
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Committee on Finance  

and the Northampton City Council 

                                   Councilor David A. Murphy, Chair 

Councilor Jesse M. Adams 
Councilor Maureen T. Carney 

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge 

Meeting Minutes 

Meeting Date:  April 26, 2016 
5:00 pm 

City Council Chambers 
212 Main Street 

Northampton, MA 01060 

1. Meeting Called to Order:  At 5:02 p.m. Councilor Murphy called the meeting to order.  
 

2. Roll Call:  Present at the meeting were:  Councilors Murphy, LaBarge Adams and Carney.    Also 
present from the City Council was Councilor Bidwell. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes from the Previous Meeting:  Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the 
minutes of the April 21, 2016 meeting; Councilor Carney seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved on a voice vote of 3 Yes, 0 No, 1 Abstention (Councilor Murphy). 

 
4. 2015 Year End Audit Review:  Results of Audit performed by Scanlon and Associates, LLC  

 
Mr. Scanlon gave the committee three reports: 

 FY2015 Management Letter 

 FY2015Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards & Independent Auditors’ Reports 
Required Under the Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996 

 Report on the Examination of Basic Financial Statements. 
 
Also present with Mr. Scanlon was Mr. Jeff Gendron.  It is planned that Mr. Gendron will transition 
as Lead Auditor over the next three years to provide a fresh perspective to audits performed for 
the City.  This had been raised as a concern by the City Council when the body looked to seek a 
new auditor perspective during the FY 2015 audit season.  Mr. Scanlon explained that another 
staff member who recently became a CPA will be more involved on the tax end of the audit 
process.  As partner of the firm, Mr. Scanlon will still be involved to some degree.   
 
Mr. Scanlon reviewed the Basic Financial Statements.  He reminded the committee that the main 
purpose of an audit is to express an opinion about the City’s financial statements in accordance 
with “GAAP”, that is, Generally Accepted Accounting Principles.  The purpose is not to find fraud, 
but fraud is considered when the procedures are designed for audits.  Risk assessment is 
considered; the auditors also assess materiality, which is determining the relevance of the 
information provided. 
 
 Pages 3 – 4 of the Report on the Examination of Basic Financial Statements contain the 
unmodified opinion of the auditor.  This is the preferred opinion as bonding companies look at this 
when determining the City’s bond rating.  Mr. Scanlon reviewed the Statement of Net Position 
and the Statement of Activities with the Committee.  In 2013 the City adopted a Compensated 
Absence Reserve as a liability.  These help fund buy backs of time (vacation, sick, etc.) when 
employees leave City employment.  The current Compensated Absence (less than one year) is at 
$1,340,156 and the noncurrent is at $2,426,907.  This is the first year that the City has included 
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the Net Pension Liability on its balance sheet.  While it has always existed, this liability has never 
been disclosed on the Balance Sheet.  GASB 68 looks to improve the financial accounting and 
reporting of pension liabilities.  The City is now on a funding schedule to fund the entire retirement 
system in 2036; right now they City is on a pay-as-you-go system.  Another liability is OBEP 
(other post-employment benefits), which includes health insurance given to retired employees.  
The City did adopt an OPEB Trust; in FY2015 the city added $100,000 to this trust; in FY2016 the 
City added $125,000 and is budgeting to add $160,000 in FY2017. OPED requires municipal 
governments to think long term given the significant amount of the liability ($38 million for 
Northampton).  Mr. Scanlon advised that there are changes coming to the OPEB standard that 
will take effect in the year 2018.  Once the City reaches the $10 million mark, any employee 
retiring after that point will be paid retirement benefits from the trust.  Finance Director Susan 
Wright noted that once the City fully funds the retirement system (in 2036), appropriations that 
would have gone into the retirement system will be put toward the OPEB trust fund.  Mr. Scanlon 
noted that since the City is making a long term commitment to its employees, it is important to 
have this commitment be funded.  Because of this commitment, the Net Position shows a deficit 
of $65,196,969 under “Unrestricted”; this is usually a bad sign, however, what is attributing to this 
are the two long term liabilities for the Net Pension Liability and the OPEB Obligation.  In the year 
2036 this deficit will decrease and will get the net position back to zero.  Regarding the Net 
Pension Liability, this liability went down because the projection on the investment income for the 
retirement fund was exceeded.  This shows up on the Balance Sheet as “Deferred Inflow Related 
to Pensions” and totals $3,719,909.   
 
Mr. Scanlon reviewed the City’s Statement of Activities (page 18).  The Net Position change from 
the beginning of the Fiscal Year to the end of the Fiscal Year is approx $3.8 million, a bulk of 
which is the Net Pension Liability going down.  Under Capital Grants & Contributions, the 
$4,813,036 represents Chapter 90 grant that gets awarded to the City every year.  Also, there 
was a $3 million grant for the 3-County Fairgrounds that was received in June for drainage at that 
location.  The City did not spend the money for this project until FY2016.     
 
Pages 19 & 20 show more traditional balance sheets that governments will use to make 
decisions.  Mr. Scanlon noted that the General Fund Unassigned is at $10,140,194.00, which 
typically is defined as “free cash” and stabilization funds.  The City’s “free cash” was certified by 
the DOR as $3.4 million and the stabilization funds were $5.2 million.  This is different than what 
is showing on the balance sheets because of the “overlay”--the way the state calculates “free 
cash” is a more conservative approach.  Bonding companies look at the Unassigned balance and 
how this relates to the overall expenditures.  The City’s Unassigned is roughly about 11% of the 
overall expenditures.  Bonding companies will give a higher rating when the ratio between 
unassigned cash and expenditures is above 10%.  The City’s bond rating is AA.  To get to the 
AAA rating there are four factors that Bonding companies look at:  Management, Reserves, 
Liquidity, and Planning and Existing Policies; the City would need to be at the 15% ratio in order 
to be considered for a AAA rating.    
 
Director Wright quoted from an e-mail from Hilltop Securities about the City’s potential to become 
a AAA rated municipality.  “The biggest factor holding the City back from AAA rating is economic 
indicators.  Regular reports to the City Council on budgets to actual would strengthen the City’s 
Management score.  The only way to address economic indices is to beef up reserves.”  The City 
was provided a list of municipalities with a AAA rating.  Director Wright will follow up with the 
Mayor to have the e-mail directed to the City Council.   
 
Mr. Scanlon explained that non-major funds are grants, capital projects; one of the major reasons 
for the increase by $6 million is because of the grant received by the City for a drainage project at 
the 3-County Fairgrounds location.  The City received the funds in FY2015 but did not begin to 
spend the money until FY2016.  In the Non-Major Funds, Mr. Scanlon pointed out that in FY2015 
there was a new stormwater fund.  Those monies are accounted for in the Non-Major Fund line 
item.   Many of the major funds are broken out on pages 71-73 of the financial statement book.  
The City could look to re-classify the stormwater funds to a Business-Type activity if desired.   
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Councilor LaBarge asked about the Septic Repair Loan Repayment line item.  Mr. Scanlon 
explained that the program is no longer in place, however, at one point in time the City offered 
money to residents to re-do septic systems.  The City received the money from the Water System 
Abatement Trust. The money was made available to residents via a loan from CDBG; once the 
money was re-paid, the City would pay back the Water System Abatement Trust.  Director Wright 
explained that there is only one loan that is outstanding under this program.  (The program was 
available in the late 90’s.)  A lien on the property would be filed if the loan was not repaid.   
 
The Committee looked at the Budget vs. Actual summary for the General Fund (page 23).  The 
first column shows the Amounts Carried Forward from the Prior Year (encumbrances).  The 
worksheet shows that the City is using approx. $3.4 million in “free cash” to fund the budget, 
however, it is generating $3.3 million in “free cash” at the end of the year.  This is something that 
the bond companies will look at.  If a municipality were to take $2.0 million per year to fund 
operations and  then see no “free cash” at the end of the year, then eventually the “free cash” 
fund balance would be depleted.  Mr. Scanlon noted that the City has a nice blend of how its “free 
cash” is generated; $1.5 million from revenues in several categories, including excise tax, 
hotel/motel room tax, charges for services, etc.  Mr. Scanlon noted that the City has very 
conservative fiscal policies that are sound.  Some of the “free cash” is generated from 
expenditures, and again this is a blend of several categories in which the free cash is derived.  
Mr. Scanlon pointed out that it is not only important to know how you are generating free cash, 
but also how you are using it.  He believes that Northampton Management has a good 
understanding about how free cash works.  Councilor Murphy recalled that in 2010 the city had a 
revenue deficit when the State decided to change the amount that they would provide to the City.   
 
Director Wright noted that the City was at one time taking Veteran’s Benefits, Fire Dept. overtime, 
Legal expenses, and Snow and Ice expenses out of free cash.  These amounts are now part of 
the standard budget and are no longer paid for out of free cash.   
 
On page 75, the number one source of revenue is property taxes.  The City’s collection rate is 
96.997% which shows that the Collector is doing a good job.  Mr. Scanlon pointed out that “Prior 
Years” personal property is $437,705 (uncollected) and should be taken care of through the 
abatement process.  In the prior years, the City used this to balance the budget, so the City will 
need to take care of this at some point.  A lot of the properties in this category are businesses 
that don’t exist anymore, so the money is probably uncollectable.  Even so, the City needs to go 
through the abatement process to clean this up.   
 
Councilor LaBarge asked about the Custodial Credit Risks identified on page 41.  Mr. Scanlon 
explained that there is a certain risk in putting all of your money in one bank account.  This 
information is provided to show what the potential risk would be if a bank were to close and the 
monies were not federally insured. 
 
Mr. Scanlon provided a brief overview of the report on the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal 
Awards and Independent Auditors’ Reports Required Under the Single Audit Act Amendments of 
1996.  He noted that the City receives about $3.3 million in Federal expenditures.  As a result a 
separate audit of those funds needs to be conducted.  This is required when you spend over ½ 
million dollars.  Fifty percent of the Federal Expenditures need to be tested as part of this audit.  
The grants that met the criteria are:  School SPED grant, Title I Grant and CDBG.  These are the 
three grants that were tested.  There was only one compliance issue found with Title I and 
Special Education Grants regarding time allocations at Smith Vocational and Agricultural High 
School.  When an employee works under a grant, the employee must submit a signed timesheet 
by the employee and countersigned by an administrator or supervisor.  During FT 2015 the 
SVAHS did not obtain the required time and effort certifications which could have resulted in 
some employees’ salaries being inappropriately charged to Federal programs.  The deficiency 
was caused by turnover in personnel who were administering the federal grant programs.  New 
personnel were not aware of the requirements.   
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The auditing firm plans and performs the audit of the basic financial statements and when they 
raise a concern, the concern is categorized as a “deficiency”, a “material weakness” or “other 
matter”.   
Mr. Scanlon advised the City that a New OMB Circular was release in December 2013 providing 
new guidance on administrative requirements, cost principles, and audit requirements for federal 
awards.  The new guidance will be in effect for all federal awards or funding entities on or after 
December 26, 2016 and will apply to non federal entity audits for fiscal years beginning on or 
after that date.  Mr. Scanlon advises that City personnel familiarize themselves with the new 
guidance.   
 
Another recommendation made by Scanlon & Associates, LLC was that the City consider 
maintaining an inventory on materials and supplies (those items not accounted for under capital 
assets).   This particular concern is for larger departments, like DPW, Police Dept., Fire Dept., 
etc.   
 
The City was fined $14,495 due to a late payment to the IRS.  City Treasurer/Collector Kris 
Bissell explained that the payment was set up through Florence Savings bank and required two 
steps in order to complete the transaction.  Only one step was completed which resulted in a 14-
day late submission; department procedures have been modified to prevent this problem in the 
future.   
 
The Auditing firm suggested that surety bonds for the Treasurer/Collector be increased.  Director 
Wright reports that this will be addressed when the surety bonds are renewed.   
 
Mr. Scanlon reviewed the concerns of previous years:  all of the matters identified by the firm 
during the last audit have been addressed.   
 
Mr. Scanlon suggested that the auditing firm meet with the Finance personnel beginning in 
August before the next audit is scheduled to begin.  The meeting could potentially be followed up 
with the Council (committee) to understand if there are areas of concern that the Council would 
like to see addressed.  Councilor Murphy suggested September would be best given vacation 
schedules, etc.   
 
Director Wright suggested that it might be helpful to show the Council what is done during an 
audit, and to hear the kind of testing that is done during an audit.  There is a certain level of detail 
that is done during an audit that might be helpful for the Council to know.   

 
5. New Business:  None 

 
6. Adjourn:  At 6:00 p.m. Councilor Carney moved to adjourn the meeting; Councilor Adams 

seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on a voice vote of 4 Yes, 0 No.   
 
Prepared by: 

P. Powers, Administrative Assistant to the City Council 

ppowers@northamptonma.gov, (413) 587-1210  
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16.060 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                               May 5, 2016      

Upon recommendation of the Mayor 

O-16.060 

An Order 

For Budgetary Transfers between Various Accounts 

 

Ordered, that 
the following FY2016 budgetary transfers be and hereby are made: 

Department Org Object

 Transfer

From: 

 Transfer

To: 

City Council PS Salaries Permanent 11111 511000 1,130                

Information Technology PS Salaries Permanent 11551 511000 9,150                

Planning & Sustainability PS Salaries Permanent 11751 511000 621                   

Parking Maintenance PS Salaries Permanent 14811 511000 6,541                

Veterans PS Salaries Permanent 15431 511000 2,675                

Arts & Culture PS Salaries Permanent 16991 511000 6                       

Reserve for Personnel PS Wage Adjustment 19491 519700 1,754                

Parking Maintenance OM NBID Assessment 14813 569400 (6,541)           

Medical Insurance PS Employee Insurance Benefits 19141 519400 (15,336)         

City Council OM Travel 11112 571001 2,100                

Arts and Culture OM Telephone 16992 534100 540                   

Interest on Municipal Debt OM Interest on Notes 17503 592500 (2,640)           

TOTAL: (24,517)         24,517              

Description

 



16.063 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

        

In City Council                                May 5, 2016   

 

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor  _________________________ 

16.063 
AN ORDER 

To authorize payment of a prior fiscal year bill for 

Smith Vocational and Agricultural School 

 

 

BE IT ORDERED 

 

the Council authorize payment of a prior fiscal year bill  (FY2015) from Smith Vocational and 

Agricultural School for $8,135.36 owed to Durham School Services for Transportation Services.   

 

 

 



16.065 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 
In City Council, May 5, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the Conservation 
Commission 
 
 

16.065 
AN ORDER 

To surplus property and authorize the Mayor to transfer the property to the USA for inclusion in 
the Conte Fish & Wildlife Refuge 

 
Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, The Open Space, Recreation and Multi-Use Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving 

open space along the Connecticut River and the Connecticut River floodplain; 
 
WHEREAS, On December 19, 2014, City Council 

authorized the City to accept a deed for 
two parcels  adjacent to the flood control 
dikes and the historic Mill River (Map ID 
39A-44 and 39A-71) and transfer 39A-
071 to the USA for inclusion in the Conte 
National Fish and Wildlife Refuge; 

 
WHEREAS, On August 13, 2015, City Council 

authorized the City to transfer a surplus 
city parcel on Hockanum Road (Map ID 
39-18) to the USA for inclusion in the 
Conte Fish and Wildlife Refuge; 

 
WHEREAS, The US Fish and Wildlife Service has 

expressed interest in the second parcel 
by the flood control dike (Map ID 39A-44) 
and a second parcel adjacent to the 
Hockanum Road parcel (Map ID 39-55); 

 
WHEREAS, The Conservation Commission, 

Agriculture Commission, and Department 
of Public Works have all previously 
reviewed this request and support the 
transfer; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
The City Council finds said parcels (Map IDs 39-55 and 
39A-44) surplus to City uses and authorizes the Mayor 
to transfer them to the USA for inclusion in the Conte 
Fish and Wildlife refuge. 
 



16.066 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

In City Council, May 5, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the 
Conservation Commission 
 

16.066 
An Order 

To Purchase Land off of Reservoir Road 
 

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, The Open Space, 

Recreation and Multi-
Use Plan: 2011-2018 
recommends 
protecting 
conservation land and 
unprotected gaps in 
the Saw Mill Hills; and 

 
WHEREAS, Talon Trust has agreed 

to sell 20±  acres off 
Reservoir Road (Map 
ID 10D-36), 
surrounded by 
conservation land on 
three sides and water 
supply land on one 
side, for $150,000 to add to the Saw Mill Hills Conservation Area; and 

 
WHEREAS, The land provides trail links, protects the city’s drinking water system (current emergency 

reservoir), and provides wildlife links between upland areas, wetlands and water; and 
 
WHEREAS, All funds will be drawn from CPA funds and current and past grants and donations; This 

Order includes no new appropriation. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
That the Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or otherwise acquire for conservation and 
passive recreation purposes, as provided by Section 8C of Chapter 40 of the General Laws, the 
Community Preservation Act, and Article 97 of the Amendments to the Massachusetts Constitution, any 
fee, easement or conservation restriction as defined in Section 31 of Chapter 184 of the General Laws or 

Saw Mill Hills Cons Area 
Roberts Hill section 

TALON TRUST 

Northampton water 
supply land 

Northampton water 
supply land 

R
es
er
v
oi
r 
R
d 

Water St Main St 



 

 

any other interest in the above land and any immediately adjoining land; that the City Council hereby 
accepts such conservation restrictions; that the Conservation Commission and the Mayor are jointly 

authorized to grant conservation restrictions on any land so acquired. 

Subject 

CR 



16.067 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council, May 5, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the 
Conservation Commission 

16.067 
An Order 

To Authorize the Mayor to Waive & Decline the City’s Right of First Refusal on Property 
located on Rocky Hill Road 

 

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, Joseph S. Popiokek, Jr. owns 14.429 acres on Rocky Hill Road (Map ID 37-90) in the 

Massachusetts recreation current use taxation program (MGL Chapter 61B); and 
 
WHREAS, Chapter 61B gives the city the right-of-first refusal to purchase the land when it is 

removed from Chapter 61B; and 
 
WHEREAS, the property does not fit within the objectives of the Northampton Open Space, 

Recreation, and Multiuse Trail Plan; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
That the Mayor is authorized to waive and decline to assign the city’s right of first refusal on the 
property. 
 



16.068 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council, May 5, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the 
Conservation Commission 

16.068 
An Order 

To Purchase 55 +/- acres located between Glendale & Westhampton Roads 
 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving open 

space and valuable wetlands and upland habitat to connect the Mineral Hills 

Conservation Area with West Farms and filling in gaps and missing teeth in the 

city’s open space system and provided for multiuse trail opportunities;  

 

WHEREAS, The owners of 55± acres located between Glendale and Westhampton Roads, the 

approved Kensington Estates subdivision, have agreed to sell their property for 

$450,000;  

 

WHEREAS,   The City is working with the seller who may carve off some small amount of the 

land to lower the purchase price;  

 

WHEREAS, The Massachusetts LAND Grant provides up to 64% reimbursement for 

acquisition of certain conservation areas and is a reimbursement program which 

requires that the City demonstrate that it has all of the funds necessary to acquire 

conservation properties prior to state reimbursement; and 

 

Ordered, that 
The Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or otherwise acquire for conservation 

and passive recreation purposes, as provided by MGL Chapter 40, §8C, any fee, easement or 

conservation restriction as defined in MGL Chapter 184, §31 or any other interest in the above 

land and any immediately adjoining land; that the City Council hereby accepts such conservation 

restrictions; that the Conservation Commission is authorized to grant conservation restrictions on 

any land so acquired; and that the Conservation Commission is authorized to contract for and 

expend any federal, state, or other aid available for this project, including any grant from the 

Division of Conservation Services of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, 

under the LAND/Self-Help Act, MGL Chapter 132A, §11; 

 



16.068 

Further that $450,000 is appropriated for such acquisition; that to meet this appropriation the 

Treasurer with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow $450,000 under MGL c.44, 

§7(3); and that the Conservation Commission is authorized to contract for any federal, state, or 

other aid available for this project, including any grant from the Division of Conservation 

Services of the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, under the LAND Self-Help Act, 

Chapter 132A, §11 of the General Laws; 

 

Further that any grants, donations, or sales shall be used to reimburse open space funds used for 

the purchase. 

 

Subject CR 



16.068 

 



16.069 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council, May 5, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the 
Conservation Commission 

16.069 
An Order 

Authorize purchase of 110 +/- acres to add to the Brookwood Marsh Conservation 
Area 

 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving open 

space on Burts Pit Road to preserve Northampton’s only bog and rare species 

habitat and provide for an multiuse trail to serve the area;  

 

WHEREAS, The owners of 110± acres located on Burts Pit Road, Stone Ridge Road and 

Overlook Drive have agreed to sell their property for $500,000;  

 

WHEREAS,   The City is working with the seller who may carve off some small amount of the 

land to lower the purchase price;  

 

WHEREAS, The Massachusetts LAND Grant provides up to 64% reimbursement for 

acquisition of certain conservation areas and is a reimbursement program which 

requires that the City demonstrate that it has all of the funds necessary to acquire 

conservation properties prior to state reimbursement; and 

 

Ordered, that 
The Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or otherwise acquire for conservation 

and passive recreation purposes, as provided by MGL Chapter 40, §8C, any fee, easement or 

conservation restriction as defined in MGL Chapter 184, §31 or any other interest in the above 

land and any immediately adjoining land; that the City Council hereby accepts such conservation 

restrictions; that the Conservation Commission is authorized to grant conservation restrictions on 

any land so acquired; and that the Conservation Commission is authorized to contract for and 

expend any federal, state, or other aid available for this project, including any grant from the 

Division of Conservation Services of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, 

under the LAND/Self-Help Act, MGL Chapter 132A, §11; 

 



16.069 

Further that $500,000 is appropriated for such acquisition; that to meet this appropriation the 

Treasurer with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow $500,000 under MGL c.44, 

§7(3); and that the Conservation Commission is authorized to contract for any federal, state, or 

other aid available for this project, including any grant from the Division of Conservation 

Services of the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, under the LAND Self-Help Act, 

Chapter 132A, §11 of the General Laws; 

 

Further that any grants, donations, or sales shall be used to reimburse open space funds used for 

the purchase. 

 

 

Subject CR 



16.071 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                               May 5, 2016       

 

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor    

16.071 

An Order 

To appropriate $32,356.31 from the GF Free Cash to NPPS for federal eRate to support 

technology infrastructure 

Ordered, that 
$32,356.31 be appropriated from the FY16 General Fund Undesignated Fund Balance (Free Cash) to the 

Northampton Public Schools to pass thru to the school department their federal eRate funds for 

supporting technology infrastructure, said funds to be deposited into W1245132 587014.                                                  

. 

 



16.072 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                   May 5, 2016         

 

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor    

 

16.072 

An Order 

to rescind borrowing authority on a LAND Grant vote taken August 13, 2015 

 

 

Ordered, that 

the $150,000 of borrowing authority authorized under the loan order approved on August 13, 

2015 for the acquisition of land on Easthampton Road, to expand open space land preservation 

near the Arcadia Wildlife Santuary be rescinded, as the City has received a LAND Self-Help Act 

grant for the acquisition.  

 

 

 



16.076 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                               May 5, 2016       

 

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor    

 
16.076 

An Order 
To appropriate $9,850 from the GF Free Cash for technical assistance to analyze broadband 

services 

Ordered, that 

$9,850 be appropriated from the FY16 General Fund Undesignated Fund Balance (Free Cash) for 

technical assistance to the City to analyze existing broadband services in the city and a Feasibility Study 

to address the possibility of Northampton providing broadband and broadband-enabled services to 

private enterprise customers in proximity to its existing municipal fiber network.                                                     

 

 




