
CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS

Councilors:

l President William H. Dwight, At-Large 

l Vice-President Ryan R. O'Donnell, Ward 3 

l Jesse M. Adams, At-Large 

l Maureen T. Carney, Ward 1 

l Dennis P. Bidwell Ward 2 

l Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4 

l David A. Murphy, Ward 5 

l Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6 

l Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7 

Meeting Agenda
City Council Chambers

Walter J. Puchalski Municipal Building
212 Main Street, Northampton
Meeting Date:  May 5, 2016

Meeting Time:  7:00pm

Public Comment

Roll Call

Public Hearings

Announcement that there will be a Public Hearing pertaining 
to a Petition received from National Grid regarding a permit 
to relocate an SO pole on Elm Street.
The Public Hearing will be held during the City Council Meeting on May 19, 

2016 @ 7:05 pm
@ 212 Main Street, Northampton (City Council Chambers).  

PolePetition-ElmSt_Relocation.pdf

Recognition and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors

Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor

Resolutions

Presentations

Consent Agenda
Approve Minutes of the April 21, 2016 City Council meeting

Petition to discontinue a portion of Elm Street - Refer to Committee on Public Works and 
Utilities and to the Department of Public Works

Approve Application for Permit for Supervised Display of Fireworks-Application Received 
from Northampton Family Fourth Committee, Inc. of 40 Keyes Street, Florence - Event Date 
June 25, 2016 @ Look Park 

CityCouncilMinutesApril21_2016.pdf, 16.064_ElmStreetPetitiontoDiscontinue.pdf, 

16.070_fireworks_display_family_fourth.pdf

Recess for Committee on Finance (See Separate Agenda)

Financial Orders

16.060 Financial Order regarding budgetary transfers 
between various department - 1st Reading

16.060_BudgetaryTransfersFY16.pdf

16.063 Financial Order to authorize payment of a prior fiscal 
year bill for Smith Vocational & Agricultural School in the 
amount of $8,135.36 - 1st Reading

16.063_PriorYearBill_8,135.36_Smith_Vocational.pdf

16.051 A Financial Order authorizing the payment of two 
previous year bills from the DPW - 2nd Reading

16.051_DPW_PriorYearBills.pdf

16.052 Financial Order regarding gift donation of $10,000 for 
Improvements to City Council Chambers - 2nd Reading

16.052_CouncChamberImprovements.pdf

16.053 Financial Order To appropriate $46,798 from free cash 
to match funds for the Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation Urban Forestry - 2nd Reading

16.053_MatchFundsDCR_Urban__Forestry_Grant.pdf

Orders

16.065 An Order to surplus property and authorize the Mayor 
to transfer the property to the USA for inclusion in the Conte 
Fish & Wildlife Refuge - 1st Reading

16.065_HockanumFerryAndGolashOrdertoSurplus.pdf

16.066 Order to purchase land off of Reservoir Road - 1st 
Reading

16.066_PurchaseLandReservoirRoad.pdf

16.067 Order authorizing the Mayor to waive & decline the 
City's right of first refusal on property located on Rocky Hill 
Road - 1st Reading

16.067_Right_Of_First_Refusal_Rocky_Hill_Road.pdf

16.068 Order to purchase 55 +/- acres located between 
Glendale & Westhampton Roads - 1st Reading

16.068KensingtonEstatesLANDORDER.pdf

16.069 Order to authorize th epurchase of 110 +/- acres to 
add to the Brookwood Marsh Conservation Area - 1st 
Reading

16.069_BrookwoodMarshKohlLANDORDER.pdf

Ordinances

16.034 Ordinance Pertaining to Water Resources - 1st 
Reading
Positive Recommendation from the Committee on community Resources (3 
Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent{Councilor Klein}) on 3/21/2016

Positive Recommendation from the Committee on Public Works and Utilities (4 
Yes, 0 No) on 3/28/2016

Positive Recommendation as amended from the Committee on Legislative 
Matters (4 Yes, 0 No) on 4/11/2016

16.034_Ordinance_Water_Resources_AsAmendedon4_11_2016.pdf, 

16.034_Report_Based_On_Committee_Resources_Feedback.pdf, 

16.034_Report_Based_Public_Works_And_Utilities_Committee_Feedback.pdf, 

16.034_LM_Report_Based_On_Committee_Feedback.pdf

16.048 An Ordinance to Provide for Limited Time Parking on 
King Street by revising Section 312-104 Schedule III of City 
Code - 2nd Reading
Positive recommendation from the Committee on Legislative Matters on 
4/11/2016 

16.048-KingStreetOrdinance.pdf, 

16.048_LM_Report_Based_On_Committee_Feedback_Revised.pdf

16.061 An Ordinance to establish two one-hour parking 
spaces in Florence on Main St. - Refer to the Committee on 
Legislative Matters

16.061_MainSt_Florence_Limited_Time_Parking.pdf

16.062 an Ordinance to add a yield sign at Venturers Field 
Road - Refer to the Committee on Legislative Matters

16.062_Stop_And_Yield_Intersections_Venturers_Field_Road.pdf

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study 
Requests

New Business

Contact:  P. Powers

Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210
ppowers@northamptonma.gov
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16.060 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                               May 5, 2016      

Upon recommendation of the Mayor 

O-16.060 

An Order 

For Budgetary Transfers between Various Accounts 

 

Ordered, that 
the following FY2016 budgetary transfers be and hereby are made: 

Department Org Object

 Transfer

From: 

 Transfer

To: 

City Council PS Salaries Permanent 11111 511000 1,130                

Information Technology PS Salaries Permanent 11551 511000 9,150                

Planning & Sustainability PS Salaries Permanent 11751 511000 621                   

Parking Maintenance PS Salaries Permanent 14811 511000 6,541                

Veterans PS Salaries Permanent 15431 511000 2,675                

Arts & Culture PS Salaries Permanent 16991 511000 6                       

Reserve for Personnel PS Wage Adjustment 19491 519700 1,754                

Parking Maintenance OM NBID Assessment 14813 569400 (6,541)           

Medical Insurance PS Employee Insurance Benefits 19141 519400 (15,336)         

City Council OM Travel 11112 571001 2,100                

Arts and Culture OM Telephone 16992 534100 540                   

Interest on Municipal Debt OM Interest on Notes 17503 592500 (2,640)           

TOTAL: (24,517)         24,517              

Description

 



16.063 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

        

In City Council                                May 5, 2016   

 

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor  _________________________ 

16.063 
AN ORDER 

To authorize payment of a prior fiscal year bill for 

Smith Vocational and Agricultural School 

 

 

BE IT ORDERED 

 

the Council authorize payment of a prior fiscal year bill  (FY2015) from Smith Vocational and 

Agricultural School for $8,135.36 owed to Durham School Services for Transportation Services.   

 

 

 



16.051 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  April 21, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.051 
AN ORDER 

To authorize payment of two prior year bills from the DPW 
 
Ordered, that: 
 
the Council authorize payment of two prior fiscal year bills (FY2015) from the DPW for $582.38 and 
$308.60 respectively.   
 
 

 



16.052  

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  April 21, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.052 
AN ORDER 

Gift donation of $10,000 for Improvements to City Council Chambers 
 
Ordered, that: 
 
The Northampton City Council gratefully accepts the donation of $10,000, a gift to the City of 
Northampton from D.A. Sullivan and Sons, Inc., and in accordance with Massachusetts General Law 
Chapter 44, Section 53A approves using the gifted funds as requested by the donor, for improvements 
to Council Chambers. 

 



16.053 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council  April 21, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.053 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate $46,798 from free cash to match funds for the Massachusetts Department of 
Conservation and Recreation Urban Forestry Challenge Grant for Northampton.    
 
 
Whereas,  
 
the City of Northampton wishes to integrate urban forestry into its sustainable planning initiatives by 
recognizing the role that public shade trees play in reducing energy use, improving air quality, mitigating 
storm water, spawning retail activity, and enhancing quality of life;  
 
Whereas,  
 
the Mayor created a new Public Shade Tree Commission and appointed a Tree Warden to advance this 
important objective and increased the city’s tree planting budget to support their work;  
Whereas, a critical next step in their work plan is the creation of a comprehensive public shade tree 
inventory which can be used to guide re-planting efforts, develop an urban forestry management plan, 
and inform future policy recommendations;  
 
Whereas,  
 
the City has been awarded a grant from the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
which will provide $30,000 toward this effort;  
 
Whereas,  
 
the City must provide matching funds for the project, which will be used to complete a professional and 
systematic inventory of approximately 8,000 shade trees and 1000 planting sites in our public rights of 
way.   
 
Therefore, be it Ordered, that 
 
$ 46,798 be appropriated from the FY16 General Fund Undesignated Fund Balance (Free Cash) for the 
purpose of providing matching funds for the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
Urban Forestry Challenge Grant for Northampton.   
 

 



16.065 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 
In City Council, May 5, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the Conservation 
Commission 
 
 

16.065 
AN ORDER 

To surplus property and authorize the Mayor to transfer the property to the USA for inclusion in 
the Conte Fish & Wildlife Refuge 

 
Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, The Open Space, Recreation and Multi-Use Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving 

open space along the Connecticut River and the Connecticut River floodplain; 
 
WHEREAS, On December 19, 2014, City Council 

authorized the City to accept a deed for 
two parcels  adjacent to the flood control 
dikes and the historic Mill River (Map ID 
39A-44 and 39A-71) and transfer 39A-
071 to the USA for inclusion in the Conte 
National Fish and Wildlife Refuge; 

 
WHEREAS, On August 13, 2015, City Council 

authorized the City to transfer a surplus 
city parcel on Hockanum Road (Map ID 
39-18) to the USA for inclusion in the 
Conte Fish and Wildlife Refuge; 

 
WHEREAS, The US Fish and Wildlife Service has 

expressed interest in the second parcel 
by the flood control dike (Map ID 39A-44) 
and a second parcel adjacent to the 
Hockanum Road parcel (Map ID 39-55); 

 
WHEREAS, The Conservation Commission, 

Agriculture Commission, and Department 
of Public Works have all previously 
reviewed this request and support the 
transfer; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
The City Council finds said parcels (Map IDs 39-55 and 
39A-44) surplus to City uses and authorizes the Mayor 
to transfer them to the USA for inclusion in the Conte 
Fish and Wildlife refuge. 
 



16.066 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

In City Council, May 5, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the 
Conservation Commission 
 

16.066 
An Order 

To Purchase Land off of Reservoir Road 
 

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, The Open Space, 

Recreation and Multi-
Use Plan: 2011-2018 
recommends 
protecting 
conservation land and 
unprotected gaps in 
the Saw Mill Hills; and 

 
WHEREAS, Talon Trust has agreed 

to sell 20±  acres off 
Reservoir Road (Map 
ID 10D-36), 
surrounded by 
conservation land on 
three sides and water 
supply land on one 
side, for $150,000 to add to the Saw Mill Hills Conservation Area; and 

 
WHEREAS, The land provides trail links, protects the city’s drinking water system (current emergency 

reservoir), and provides wildlife links between upland areas, wetlands and water; and 
 
WHEREAS, All funds will be drawn from CPA funds and current and past grants and donations; This 

Order includes no new appropriation. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
That the Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or otherwise acquire for conservation and 
passive recreation purposes, as provided by Section 8C of Chapter 40 of the General Laws, the 
Community Preservation Act, and Article 97 of the Amendments to the Massachusetts Constitution, any 
fee, easement or conservation restriction as defined in Section 31 of Chapter 184 of the General Laws or 

Saw Mill Hills Cons Area 
Roberts Hill section 

TALON TRUST 

Northampton water 
supply land 

Northampton water 
supply land 

R
es
er
v
oi
r 
R
d 

Water St Main St 



 

 

any other interest in the above land and any immediately adjoining land; that the City Council hereby 
accepts such conservation restrictions; that the Conservation Commission and the Mayor are jointly 

authorized to grant conservation restrictions on any land so acquired. 

Subject 

CR 



16.067 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council, May 5, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the 
Conservation Commission 

16.067 
An Order 

To Authorize the Mayor to Waive & Decline the City’s Right of First Refusal on Property 
located on Rocky Hill Road 

 

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, Joseph S. Popiokek, Jr. owns 14.429 acres on Rocky Hill Road (Map ID 37-90) in the 

Massachusetts recreation current use taxation program (MGL Chapter 61B); and 
 
WHREAS, Chapter 61B gives the city the right-of-first refusal to purchase the land when it is 

removed from Chapter 61B; and 
 
WHEREAS, the property does not fit within the objectives of the Northampton Open Space, 

Recreation, and Multiuse Trail Plan; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
That the Mayor is authorized to waive and decline to assign the city’s right of first refusal on the 
property. 
 



16.068 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council, May 5, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the 
Conservation Commission 

16.068 
An Order 

To Purchase 55 +/- acres located between Glendale & Westhampton Roads 
 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving open 

space and valuable wetlands and upland habitat to connect the Mineral Hills 

Conservation Area with West Farms and filling in gaps and missing teeth in the 

city’s open space system and provided for multiuse trail opportunities;  

 

WHEREAS, The owners of 55± acres located between Glendale and Westhampton Roads, the 

approved Kensington Estates subdivision, have agreed to sell their property for 

$450,000;  

 

WHEREAS,   The City is working with the seller who may carve off some small amount of the 

land to lower the purchase price;  

 

WHEREAS, The Massachusetts LAND Grant provides up to 64% reimbursement for 

acquisition of certain conservation areas and is a reimbursement program which 

requires that the City demonstrate that it has all of the funds necessary to acquire 

conservation properties prior to state reimbursement; and 

 

Ordered, that 
The Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or otherwise acquire for conservation 

and passive recreation purposes, as provided by MGL Chapter 40, §8C, any fee, easement or 

conservation restriction as defined in MGL Chapter 184, §31 or any other interest in the above 

land and any immediately adjoining land; that the City Council hereby accepts such conservation 

restrictions; that the Conservation Commission is authorized to grant conservation restrictions on 

any land so acquired; and that the Conservation Commission is authorized to contract for and 

expend any federal, state, or other aid available for this project, including any grant from the 

Division of Conservation Services of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, 

under the LAND/Self-Help Act, MGL Chapter 132A, §11; 

 



16.068 

Further that $450,000 is appropriated for such acquisition; that to meet this appropriation the 

Treasurer with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow $450,000 under MGL c.44, 

§7(3); and that the Conservation Commission is authorized to contract for any federal, state, or 

other aid available for this project, including any grant from the Division of Conservation 

Services of the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, under the LAND Self-Help Act, 

Chapter 132A, §11 of the General Laws; 

 

Further that any grants, donations, or sales shall be used to reimburse open space funds used for 

the purchase. 

 

Subject CR 



16.068 

 



16.069 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 
 

In City Council, May 5, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, Planning & Sustainability, and the 
Conservation Commission 

16.069 
An Order 

Authorize purchase of 110 +/- acres to add to the Brookwood Marsh Conservation 
Area 

 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving open 

space on Burts Pit Road to preserve Northampton’s only bog and rare species 

habitat and provide for an multiuse trail to serve the area;  

 

WHEREAS, The owners of 110± acres located on Burts Pit Road, Stone Ridge Road and 

Overlook Drive have agreed to sell their property for $500,000;  

 

WHEREAS,   The City is working with the seller who may carve off some small amount of the 

land to lower the purchase price;  

 

WHEREAS, The Massachusetts LAND Grant provides up to 64% reimbursement for 

acquisition of certain conservation areas and is a reimbursement program which 

requires that the City demonstrate that it has all of the funds necessary to acquire 

conservation properties prior to state reimbursement; and 

 

Ordered, that 
The Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or otherwise acquire for conservation 

and passive recreation purposes, as provided by MGL Chapter 40, §8C, any fee, easement or 

conservation restriction as defined in MGL Chapter 184, §31 or any other interest in the above 

land and any immediately adjoining land; that the City Council hereby accepts such conservation 

restrictions; that the Conservation Commission is authorized to grant conservation restrictions on 

any land so acquired; and that the Conservation Commission is authorized to contract for and 

expend any federal, state, or other aid available for this project, including any grant from the 

Division of Conservation Services of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, 

under the LAND/Self-Help Act, MGL Chapter 132A, §11; 

 



16.069 

Further that $500,000 is appropriated for such acquisition; that to meet this appropriation the 

Treasurer with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow $500,000 under MGL c.44, 

§7(3); and that the Conservation Commission is authorized to contract for any federal, state, or 

other aid available for this project, including any grant from the Division of Conservation 

Services of the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs, under the LAND Self-Help Act, 

Chapter 132A, §11 of the General Laws; 

 

Further that any grants, donations, or sales shall be used to reimburse open space funds used for 

the purchase. 

 

 

Subject CR 



16.034 As amended and approved by the Council on Legislative Matters on 4/11/2016 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

Upon the Recommendation of Councilor Ryan R. O’Donnell and Mayor David J. 

Narkewicz. 

 

 

16.034 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

RELATIVE TO PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF 

NORTHAMPTON’S WATER RESOURCES 
 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council 

assembled, as follows:  

 

 

SECTION 1 1 

 2 

That § 325 of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 3 

 4 
Article I Water Use Regulations  Article I  Water Resources 5 

 6 

§ 325-1 (Reserved)  Public Ownership and Control of Water Resources 7 

 8 

The public water resources and infrastructure of the City of Northampton, 9 

including systems and facilities related to the supply, storage, treatment and 10 

distribution of water, shall be owned or leased by the City of Northampton 11 

and/or and controlled by the City of Northampton. Such resources and 12 

infrastructure and shall not be sold, leased or transferred into private 13 

ownership or control. 14 

 15 
 16 

SECTION 2 17 

 18 

That the article title “Water Use Regulations” be moved directly before § 325-2 and that 19 

the article titles within Chapter 325 be renumbered: 20 

 21 
Article I Article II  Water Use Regulations 22 

Article II Article III  Water Emergencies and Restrictions 23 

Article III Article IV  Drinking Water Protection 24 



Committee Report on a Legislative Matter

16.034cr Ordinance Pertaining to Water Resources

From:

Comm. on Community Resources

Date of Meeting 3 /21/2016

Recommendation:

Positive Recommendation

Yes: 3

No: 0

Absent: 1

Abstain: 0
Factors Considered:

The Committee reviewed the ordinance and heard testimony from Councilor Ryan 
O'Donnell.  He, along with Mayor Narkewicz sponsored the ordinance.  Councilor Sciarra 
read the proposed ordinance into the record. (Councilor Klein was absent from the 
discussion and did not vote on this ordinance).

Comments, Discussion & Debate:

This ordinance prevents the City Council, Mayor, or the city in general from privatizing the 
city’s water infrastructure.  This ordinance models an ordinance adopted by Gloucester, 
Massachusetts in 2010.  Gloucester later took the step of putting the elements of the 
ordinance into their charter.  The premise of the ordinance is that there are basic public 
resources that should not be privatized.   Councilor O’Donnell noted locally, now is a good 
time to introduce such legislation since there is much talk about investments being made 
in the city’s water and sewer infrastructure.  Nationally, there is a lot in the news about 
water resources, including what is happening in Flint, Michigan.  In the case of Flint, the 
water system has been poisoned by lead.  While this is not attributable to privatization, it 
is attributable to emergency managers being appointed over the water infrastructure and 
comporting themselves as though they were a corporation and making decisions with no 
public input and taking drastic cost cutting measures that lead directly to the risk of public 
health.  Northampton has outstanding water resources, and Councilor O’Donnell feels that 
steps should be taken to protect water going into the future.

Report Regarding:

Prepared By: P. Powers



Committee Report on a Legislative Matter

16.034pwu Ordinance Pertaining to Water Resources

From:

Comm. on Public Works & Utilities

Date of Meeting 3 /28/2016

Recommendation:

Positive Recommendation

Yes: 4

No: 0

Absent: 0

Abstain: 0
Factors Considered:

The Committee reviewed the ordinance and heard testimony from Councilor Ryan 
O'Donnell, one of the sponsors of the ordinance.

Comments, Discussion & Debate:

City Council Vice‐President Ryan O’Donnell was present to talk about the ordinance that he 
is proposing.  The ordinance seeks to prevent privatizing the city’s water supply.  The 
ordinance is modeled after an ordinance that was enacted in Gloucester.  That city took 
the ordinance one step further and added language into their charter to prevent 
privatizing of their water.  The right built into their charter is a right of referendum; if the 
city looked to privatize their water infrastructure, then the measure would be voted upon 
by residents in the community.   Last year, New Jersey Governor Chris Christie signed a bill 
into law that would allow for fast‐tracking the privatization of public water systems in New 
Jersey.  The “Water Infrastructure Protection Act” removes the public vote requirement to 
sell water systems throughout the state under emergency conditions.   
Across the country there have been strained budgets and mounting financial pressures felt 
by municipalities.  This has lead to corporations taking over the infrastructure of a city’s 
resources such as water.  One place this happened was Atlanta Georgia.  That municipality 
has since switched back because of problems associated with privatizing.  One very good 
example of where privatizing failed is Flint Michigan.   The results have been disastrous for 
that community.  The poisoning of the water by lead is a direct result of emergency 
managers making a variety of decisions with very little public accountability and driven by 
the desire to save money without any concern for public health or well‐being.  Other 
examples of privatization of public services has been in the areas of education, 

Report Regarding:

Prepared By: P. Powers



transportation and utilities.  However, he believes people would like the ability to continue 
to debate water and sewer rates and would prefer that such infrastructure remain with 
the city.    
Councilor Dwight asked whether this ordinance was a prevention measure; Councilor 
O’Donnell noted that the city has a good water infrastructure system that the city should 
be proud of and should try to protect.  Such an ordinance is a proactive measure to 
provide such protection.  While the current mayor or city council may not look to privatize 
the water system, the ordinance would look to provide protection into the future.
Councilor O’Donnell shared the experience of privatizing Atlanta Georgia’s water system.  
The city faced the high cost of its water infrastructure and also was facing the high cost of 
deferred maintenance.  The city entered into contract with United Water.  The company 
was able to provide the service at a lesser cost than the city. Private companies don’t have 
to  carry the same costs that government does.  After a period of time, problems arose 
regarding the quality of the city’s water and people inevitably raised concern about it 
issue.  Ultimately the contract between the city and the company ended after 4 years of a 
twenty year contract.  
Councilor Bidwell supports the ordinance; he commented that the Committee on 
Community Resources reviewed the ordinance last week.  He likes the idea of calling 
attention to this important piece of city infrastructure that is well run and produces great 
water.  He also likes the idea of being proactive about protecting a valuable public 
resource and infrastructure.



Committee Report on a Legislative Matter

16.034lm Ordinance Pertaining to Water Resources

From:

Comm. on Legislative Matters

Date of Meeting 4 /11/2016

Recommendation:

Positive Recommendation as 
amended

Yes: 4

No: 0

Absent: 0

Abstain: 0
Factors Considered:

The Committee reviewed the ordinance, reports of other committees, and considered the 
information provided by City Councilor Ryan R. O'Donnell.  Councilor O'Donnell presented 
an amendment that had been shared with the City Solicitor, Alan Seewald.  Councilor 
O'Donnell indicated that the amendment had been recommended by the Solicitor.

Comments, Discussion & Debate:

The proposed changes don’t modify the ordinance in any way, but rather clarifies that the 
public water resources and infrastructure of the City of Northampton shall be owned or 
leased by the City and controlled by the City and that such resources and infrastructure 
shall not be sold, leased or transferred into private ownership or control.  The objective is 
that the City shall maintain total control over the entire water system infrastructure.  The 
purpose of the ordinance in general is to make it unlawful to transfer control of the water 
infrastructure to private ownership.   When asked whether there were leasing 
circumstances where the amendment applies, Councilor O’Donnell indicated that there is 
currently no existing example in which this amendment would apply.  The amendment, 
however, looks to protect the City’s interests in the future should it be necessary.   

Councilor Adams noted that sometimes the City does lease to private companies or 
facilities, such as in the case of Ameresco leasing the former landfill station on Glendale 
Road.  This ordinance would present an obstacle to the City if it does look to find a 
company to control the water infrastructure.  Councilor O’Donnell noted that the intent 
was for the City to retain control over the water infrastructure, unless otherwise decided 
by voters.

Report Regarding:

Prepared By: P. Powers





16.048 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In the Year Two Thousand Sixteen 
Upon the recommendation of The Department of Public Works 
 
 

16.048 
AN ORDINANCE 

To Provide for Limited Time Parking on King Street 
 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in the City Council assembled as follows:   
 

SECTION 1 
That § 312-104 titled Schedule III:  Limited Time Parking be Revised 
By adding the following: 
 
 
 

Name of Street Side 
Time Limit/Hours;  
Days 

 
From 

 
To 

King Street 
 

North- 
easterly 

15 mins./8:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m.; Monday 
through Saturday 
 
 

A point 237 feet 
southerly from 
Trumbull Road 

A point 257 feet 
southerly from 
Trumbull Road 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 



Committee Report on a Legislative Matter

16.048lm An Ordinance to Provide for Limited Time Parking on 
King Street by revising Section 312‐104 Schedule III of 
City Code

From:

Comm. on Legislative Matters

Date of Meeting 4 /11/2016

Recommendation:

Positive Recommendation

Yes: 4

No: 0

Absent: 0

Abstain: 0
Factors Considered:

The Committee reviewed the ordinance and heard from Councilor Ryan R. O'Donnell

Comments, Discussion & Debate:

This item was approved by the Transportation and Parking Commission in November of 
2015.  It establishes a 15 minutes space in front of Bank of America on King Street.  It came 
at the request of TPC member Patrick Goggins.

Report Regarding:

Prepared By: P. Powers



16.061 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 

In the Year Two Thousand Sixteen 
Upon the recommendation of the Department of Public Works 
 
 

16.061  
AN ORDINANCE 

To establish two one-hour parking spaces in Florence on Main St.,  
on the southerly side, near Chestnut Street 

 
Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in the City Council assembled as follows:   

 
SECTION 1 

That § 312-104  titled Schedule III: Limited-Time Parking  be modified to ADD: 
 
 

Name of Street Side Time Limit/Hours; Days 
 
From 

 
To 

Main Street 
(Florence) 
 

Southerly 1 hr./9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; 
Monday through Saturday 
 
 

A point 188 feet 
easterly from 
Chestnut Street 

A point 228 feet 
easterly from 
Chestnut Street 

 
 
 



16.062 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 

In the Year Two Thousand Sixteen 
Upon the recommendation of the Department of Public Works 
 
 

16.062  
AN ORDINANCE 

To add a yield sign at Venturers Field Road at the intersection of 
Henry Street and Montview Avenue 

 
Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in the City Council 
assembled as follows:   

 
SECTION 1 

That § 312-113(c)  titled Schedule XII: Stop and Yield Intersections be modified to ADD: 
 
 
 

Name of Street Direction of Travel At Intersection of 

Venturers Field Road 
 

Southwesterly Henry Street and Montview Avenue 
 
 

 




