
Committee on Finance 
and the Northampton City Council

 Councilor David A. Murphy, Chair
Councilor Jesse M. Adams
Councilor Maureen T. Carney

Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge

City Council Chambers, 212 Main Street
Wallace J. Puchalski Municipal Building

Northampton, MA

Meeting Date:  April 7, 2016

Note:  The Finance Committee Meeting will take place during the City Council Meeting as 

announced.  The City Council Meeting is scheduled to begin at 7:05 pm.

Meeting Called To Order

Roll Call

Approve Minutes From The Previous Meeting
Minutes of March 22, 2016 

finance_meeting_minutes_for_march_22_2016.pdf

Financial Orders

16.037 Financial Order For FY17 Capital Plan - $225,000 For LED 
Streetlights Project

16.037_f.o.ledstreetlights.pdf

16.038 Financial Order - FY17 Capital Plan - $129,210 For VOIP From 
Fund 2620 I-NET And Technology

16.038_financialorder_voip_replacement.pdf

16.039 Financial Order For $375,000 To Appropriate For New Radio 
Consoles For The Dispatch Center

16.039_financial_order_dispatchcenterradiocosoles.pdf

16.040 Financial Order For FY17 Capital Plan - $1,354,013 For Waste 
Water Treatment Plant Improvements 

16.040_financialorder_wastewatertreatmentplantimprovements.pdf

16.041 Financial Order To Appropriate $500,000 For Street Resurfacing 
And To Authorize Borrowing And Issuance Of Bonds, Etc.

16.041_f.o.borrowingforpaving.pdf

16.042 Financial Order To Replace VOIP System

16.042_f.o._phonesystem.pdf

16.043 Financial Order For FY17 Capital Plan - $585,000 For Fire Truck

16.043_f.o.firetruckcapitalproject.pdf

16.044 Financial Order To Appropriate $275,000 From FY 16 Free Cash To 
NPS Projects

16.044_f.o.schoolprojects.pdf

16.045 Financial Order To Appropriate $2,860 From CPA Funding To 
Leeds Historic Walking Tour Project

16.045_supportingcoverletter-
leedshistoricwalkingtourproject.pdf, 16.045_leedshistoricsignageorder.pdf

16.046 A Financial Order Authorizing The Mayor To Execute A Lease 
Agreement With NCTV

16.046_nctv_lease.pdf

16.047 A Resolution To Adopt The Capital Improvement Program For FY 
2017 - FY 2021 Submitted To City Council On March 3, 2016

16.047_fy17-fy21capitalimprovementprogramresolution.pdf

16.049 A Resolution Pertaining To Bottums Road
The attached resolution is as a result of the recommendation by the City 
Council Committee on Public Works and Utilities on 3/28/2016. 

16.049_bottumsroadresolution.pdf, 
16.026_bottums_road_petition.pdf, 16.026_planningrecommendation-
bottumsroad.pdf, 16.026_bottumsroad_bpw_recommendation.pdf, 
16.026_publicworks_and_utilitilities_report_based_on_committee_feedback.pdf

16.050 Order Authorizing The Acquisition Of Lot 15 On Sovereign Way 
Two Readings requested in City Council 

16.050_sovereignwayoot.pdf

New Business
-Reserved for topics that the Chair did not reasonably anticipate would be discussed.

Adjourn

Prepared by:

P. Powers, Administrative Assistant to the City Council

ppowers@northamptonma.gov , (413) 587-1210
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Committee on Finance 
and the Northampton City Council 

                                    Councilor David A. Murphy, Chair 
Councilor Jesse M. Adams 

Councilor Maureen T. Carney 
Councilor Marianne L. LaBarge 

City Council Chambers, 212 Main Street 
Wallace J. Puchalski Municipal Building 

Northampton, MA 
 

Meeting Date: March 22, 2016 
5:00 PM 

 
Meeting Minutes 

1.  Meeting Called to Order:  At 5:00 pm Councilor Murphy called the meeting to order.   
2. Roll Call:  Committee members present were:  Councilors Murphy, Carney and LaBarge. 

Councilor Adams was absent.  Also present from the City Council were:  Councilors 
Gina­Louise Sciarra and Ryan R. O’Donnell.  No other City Councilors were present.  

3. Approve Minutes of Previous Meetings:  Councilor LaBarge moved to approve the minutes 
of March 3, 2016 and March 9, 2016; Councilor Carney seconded the motion.  The motion 
was approved on a voice vote of 3 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor Adams).  

4. Public Hearing Regarding the FY 2017 Capital Improvement Program: 
 
In accordance with The Charter of Northampton, Massachusetts, Article 7 Finance and Fiscal 
Procedures, Section 7­5: Capital Improvement Program, (b) Public Hearing, the City Council 
via its Committee on Finance considered the Capital Improvement Program FY 2017­FY 2021 
submitted by Mayor Narkewicz.   
 
At 5:03 p.m. Councilor LaBarge moved to open the Public Hearing; Councilor Carney seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved on a voice vote of 3 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor 
Adams). 
 
Mayor Narkewicz presented the Capital Plan; Susan Wright, Finance Director was also present.  
 
The Program is a roadmap of the anticipated capital projects for the next five fiscal years and 
includes the anticipated funding mechanisms.  The City Council is not to approve the funding or 
spending at this time, however, they will be asked to adopt the Program via a resolution that will 
be submitted in the near future.   
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The Program includes definitions of what is considered a capital project.  Regarding the process, 
the Mayor works closely with key department heads and the Finance Director to identify specific 
needs.  The Mayor also has an ad­hoc Capital Improvement Program Committee with 
membership from the School Committee, School Department, City Council, the public and his 
staff.  Department Leaders who submit capital project needs also participate in the meetings as 
needed.  Projects are prioritized by department leaders.  Funding sources are also part of the 
C.I.P.; smaller projects are paid out of cash capital or free cash or capital stabilization fund. 
Parking Receipts Reserved for Appropriation Funds will support parking related capital projects. 
Various revolving funds and CPA funds may also be tapped to pay for projects as will 
reprogrammed dollars  from other projects.  The Enterprise funds (water, sewer, stormwater) will 
be available for related projects.   
 
Mayor Narkewicz projects that there will be 97 projects that will cost $59,575,423.  Narrative for 
each project is available in the Program catalog.   
 
Key projects highlighted include: 

● Building:  new inspection vehicles 
● Central Services:  LED Streetlight Program; paving and roof projects; Forbes Library 

window replacement and climate control system for special collections room; parking 
garage repairs and maintenance 

● Northampton Public Schools:  roof projects; security system upgrades; cafeteria projects; 
gym floor replacement at RR school; grounds equipment purchases 

● Public Safety:  Dispatch radio console purchase and city­wide radio hardware purchases  
● DPW:  water and sewer enterprise projects; street resurfacing; Clement Street Bridge 

repairs; Cemetery Preservation projects; new city­wide fueling depot  
● Fire/Rescue:  replacement of engine tanker; communications equipment upgrades 
● Information Technology:  VoIP phone system replacement 
● Planning:  downtown and parking “wayfinding” project; tax title for City priority purchases; 

rail trail extension designs 
● Police:  firing range completion 

Mayor Narkewicz indicated that police cruisers and ambulances are now part of the operating 
budget under OOM.  The Mayor will be coming forward with financial orders for some select high 
priority capital projects, including moving forward with a new phone system for the city.   The 
Clement Street Bridge project was also highlighted by the Mayor.  Under a previous capital plan, 
the city hired an engineer to assess the needs of the bridge to keep it safe and open.  Funding for 
the bridge in the current Program is to carry out some of the needed repairs to preserve the 
bridge for the next 4 ­ 5 years.  The city will be seeking assistance from the DOT for that project.   
 
Councilor LaBarge asked about the lifespan of an engine tanker.  Mayor Narkewicz noted that the 
life of the vehicle is based on engine hours and mileage.  The current engine has already been 
rebuilt.  The city will look to buy a stock engine off a bid list and then customize it based on the 
city’s need. 
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The sidewalks and traffic calming line item  currently has a backlog of funds that the Mayor will 
look to deploy on sidewalk and traffic calming projects.  As a result, the Mayor has re­allocated  
FY 17 funds for that line item for other projects.  A list of sidewalk projects is kept by the Planning 
and Sustainability Department; most sidewalks on the list will serve sidewalk travelers close to 
schools.   
 
Regarding the signage line item under the Planning and Sustainability Department, the money for 
the first year is to fund a study; money for other years are to fund projects identified as part of that 
study.   
 
Councilor LaBarge noted that there are issues with sidewalks close to Ryan Road School.  She 
noted safety issues during inclement weather and the fact that residents are concerned with safe 
passage to the RR school. 
 
Mayor Narkewicz indicated that there is still money available for Tax Title projects. 
 
Alex Ghiselin of 164 Riverside Drive indicates that the Clement Street Bridge is currently in the 
same condition that it was in 1988.  The bridge is seriously corroded.  There was a plan to replace 
the bridge, however, due to public outcry, the bridge was rehabilitated.  The state supported 
rehabilitation of the bridge in the early 1990’s.   There has been no maintenance on the bridge in 
25 years.  It is an iron bridge and it needs routine  maintenance.  He supports the Mayor’s request 
for funding; it is not a solution to the problem, but the city will be able to maintain minimum 
standards for the bridge.  He asks the committee to look at the Greenman Pederson report that 
was finalized in February.   Mayor Narkewicz indicates that repair of the bridge is not a high 
priority for the state.  While it is a low priority for the state, it accommodates 3,000 trips a day for 
Northampton residents. 
 
There were no other members from the public in attendance. 
  
At 5:42 p.m. Councilor Carney moved to close the Public Hearing; Councilor LaBarge seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved on a voice vote of 3 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent (Councilor 
Adams).   
 
The committee does not need to make a recommendation back to City Council.  The City Council 
will consider a resolution about the C.I.P. in the near future. 
   

5. New Business ­ None  
6  At 5:44 p.m. Councilor LaBarge moved to adjourn the meeting; Councilor Carney 
seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on a voice vote of 3 Yes, 0 No, 1 Absent 
(Councilor Adams).  
 

Prepared by: 
P. Powers, Administrative Assistant to the City Council, ppowers@northamptonma.gov, (413) 587­1210 
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16.037  

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council April 7, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.037 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate $225,000 to pay the costs of conversion to LED Streetlights,  
to authorize borrowing and issuance of bonds for project, etc.  

 
Ordered, that: 

the sum of $225,000 is appropriated to pay the costs of the conversion to LED streetlights, including 
payment of costs incidental or related thereto; that to meet such appropriation the Treasurer with the 
approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow $225,000 under M.G.L. c. 44, §7(14), or pursuant to any 
other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefor; and that the Mayor is authorized 
to take any other action necessary or convenient to carry out this project. 

 

Further Ordered, that:   

the City Treasurer is authorized to file an application with the appropriate officials of The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts (the “Commonwealth”) to qualify under Chapter 44A of the General Laws any and all bonds 
of the City authorized by this Council as of the date hereof, and to provide such information and execute 
such documents as such officials of the Commonwealth may require in connection therewith.   

 

 

 



16.038  

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council April 7, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.038 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate $129,210 for infrastructure upgrades to replace VOIP system  
 
Ordered, that: 

the City Council appropriate $129,210 from the I-NET Access and Technology Fund (Fund 2620) to be 
used for related infrastructure upgrades relative to the replacement of the city’s VOIP system, and 
necessary to provide resiliency and redundancy for the city’s vital public communication systems.   

 



16.039 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council April 7, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.039 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate $375,000 for new radio consoles for the Dispatch Center 
 
Ordered, that: 
 
 the sum of $375,000 is appropriated for new radio consoles for the dispatch center, including payment of 
costs incidental or related thereto; that to meet such appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the 
Mayor is authorized to borrow $375,000 under M.G.L. c. 44, §7(14), or pursuant to any other enabling 
authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefor; and that the Mayor is authorized to take any 
other action necessary or convenient to carry out this project. 
 

 Further Ordered, that:   

the City Treasurer is authorized is authorized to file an application with the appropriate officials of The 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the “Commonwealth”) to qualify under Chapter 44A of the General Laws 
any and all bonds of the City authorized by this Council as of the date hereof, and to provide such 
information and execute such documents as such officials of the Commonwealth may require in connection 
therewith.   

  

 

 



16.040  

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council April 7, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.040 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate $1,354,013 for wastewater treatment plant improvements,  
to approve borrowing for project, and to authorize issuing bonds, etc. 

 
Ordered, that: 
 

the sum of $1,354,013 is appropriated for wastewater treatment plant improvements, including payment of 
costs incidental or related thereto; that to meet such appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the 
Mayor is authorized to borrow $1,354,013 under M.G.L. c. 44, §§7(1) or 8(15), or pursuant to any other 
enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the City therefor; and that the Mayor is authorized to take 
any other action necessary or convenient to carry out this project. 
 

 Further Ordered, that:   

the City Treasurer is authorized is authorized to file an application with the appropriate officials of The 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the “Commonwealth”) to qualify under Chapter 44A of the General Laws 
any and all bonds of the City authorized by this Council as of the date hereof, and to provide such 
information and execute such documents as such officials of the Commonwealth may require in connection 
therewith.   
  

 

 

 



 

16.041 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council April 7, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.041 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate $500,000 for Street Resurfacing and  
to authorize borrowing and issuance of bonds, etc. 

 
Ordered, that: 
 
the sum of $500,000 is appropriated for street resurfacing, including payment of costs incidental or related 
thereto; that to meet such appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to 
borrow $500,000 under M.G.L. c. 44, §7(5), or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds 
or notes of the City therefor; and that the Mayor is authorized to take any other action necessary or 
convenient to carry out this project. 
 

Further Ordered, that:   

the City Treasurer is authorized is authorized to file an application with the appropriate officials of The 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the “Commonwealth”) to qualify under Chapter 44A of the General Laws 
any and all bonds of the City authorized by this Council as of the date hereof, and to provide such 
information and execute such documents as such officials of the Commonwealth may require in connection 
therewith.   

  

 

 



16.042 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council April 7, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.042 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate $456,000 for replacement of VOIP system,  
to authorize borrowing and issuance of bonds for project 

  
 
Ordered, that: 
 
the sum of $456,500 is appropriated for replacement of the city’s VOIP system, providing resiliency and 
redundancy for the city’s vital public communication systems, including payment of costs incidental or 
related thereto; that to meet such appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the Mayor is authorized 
to borrow $456,500 under M.G.L. c. 44, §7(9), or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to issue 
bonds or notes of the City therefor; and that the Mayor is authorized to take any other action necessary or 
convenient to carry out this project. 
 
 
Further Ordered, that  
 
the City Treasurer is authorized is authorized to file an application with the appropriate officials of The 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the “Commonwealth”) to qualify under Chapter 44A of the General Laws 
any and all bonds of the City authorized by this Council as of the date hereof, and to provide such 
information and execute such documents as such officials of the Commonwealth may require in connection 
therewith.   

  

 



16.043 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council April 7, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.043 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate $585,000 for new fire truck,  
to authorize borrowing and issuance of bonds for project, etc.  

 
Ordered, that: 
  

the sum of $585,000 is appropriated for a new fire truck, including payment of costs incidental or related 
thereto; that to meet such appropriation the Treasurer with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to 
borrow $585,000 under M.G.L.c. 44, §7(9), or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds 
or notes of the City therefor; and that the Mayor is authorized to take any other action necessary or 
convenient to carry out this project. 
 
 
Further Ordered, that  
  
the City Treasurer is authorized is authorized to file an application with the appropriate officials of The 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the “Commonwealth”) to qualify under Chapter 44A of the General Laws 
any and all bonds of the City authorized by this Council as of the date hereof, and to provide such 
information and execute such documents as such officials of the Commonwealth may require in connection 
therewith.   

 



16.044 

 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 
 
In City Council April 7, 2016 
Upon the recommendation of the Mayor 
 
 

16.044 
AN ORDER 

To appropriate $275,000 from FY 16 Free Cash to NPS Projects  
 
Ordered, that: 
 
the following Capital Projects be appropriated  from the FY16 General Fund Undesignated Fund Balance (Free Cash): 

 
Northampton Public Schools – Energy Management System Upgrades at HS         $           115,000 

Northampton Public Schools – Brick and Façade Work at HS     $            40,000 

Northampton Public Schools – Tennis Court Resurfacing at JFK    $            45,000 

Northampton Public Schools –Front Entrance and Stair Repair at Jackson Street   $            50,000 

Northampton Public Schools – Chimney Repairs at Leeds    _ $            25,000 

TOTAL:                        $          275,000 

 



16.045 

 

City of Northampton 
Community Preservation Committee 

210 Main Street, City Hall 
Northampton, MA 01060 

 

October 7, 2016 
 
William H. Dwight 
City Council President 
210 Main Street, Room 16 
Northampton, MA 01060 
 
Re:  Community Preservation Committee Recommendation for Funding 
 
Chairman Dwight and City Councilors, 
 
To encourage greater diversity of applicants for CPA funds, broaden community participation, 
and make applying less formidable, the Community Preservation Committee developed a ‘Small 
Grants’ process for funding requests of up to $3,000.00, with a total project cost not to exceed 
$6,000.00.   The small grant process was developed to be simpler and less time consuming than 
the traditional application process, but small grant applicants must still demonstrate their 
eligibility for funding under the CPA.  To expedite the availability of funding, Small Grants 
Recommendations are provided to City Council as soon as they are complete. 
 
At the February 10, 2016 meeting, the Community Preservation Committee voted to recommend 
a $2,860 Small Grant allocation to the Leeds Civic Association for a historic signage walking tour 
project.  When complete, this project will include seven signs along a half mile route that provide 
a history of the Village of Leeds.  The tour will depict the Village in its industrial heyday, inform 
visitors about the devasting flood, and will complement the Norwottuck Rail Trail and Mill River 
Greenway.  The application presented to the CPC, which includes signage locations and 
examples, is attached. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact myself, or Preservation Planner Sarah LaValley with any 
questions about the projects, if additional information is needed, or the Committee’s 
recommendations. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Brian Adams 
Chair, City of Northampton Community Preservation Committee  
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City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, April 7, 2016 

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee 

 

O-16.045 

AN ORDER 

To appropriate $2,860 from CPA funding  

to Leeds Historic Walking Tour Project 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, the Leeds Civic Association submitted a Small Grants application for Community 

Preservation Act funding for signage for a Leeds Village Historical Self-Guided 

Walking Tour. 

 

WHEREAS,   the project will help preserve the history and culture of the Village of Leeds and 

its important role in the economic development of the City of Northampton 

 

WHEREAS, the project has wide community support, and was enthusiastically supported by 

the Northampton Historical Commission 

 

WHEREAS, the project will maximize the value of Community Preservation funds contributed 

through extensive volunteer labor and donations. 

 

WHEREAS, on February 10, 2016, the Northampton Community Preservation Committee, 

voted unanimously to recommend that $2,860 in Community Preservation Act 

funds be used to support this project. 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 

 

That $2,860 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the Leeds Historic 

Walking Tour Project.  And, that the grantee meets the conditions approved by the Community 

Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 

  

Specifically, $2,860 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-359930). 
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CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

In City Council, April 7, 2016 

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz 
 

O-16.046 

An Order 

Authorizing the Mayor to execute a lease with NCTV 

 

WHEREAS,  Northampton Community Television (NCTV), the City’s community access 

television provider leases studio space at Northampton High School for its access 

studio, and;  

WHEREAS,  the Northampton School Committee voted to extend the lease with NCTV for up 

to 16 months while a long term lease is negotiated, and 

 

WHEREAS,  Chapter 40, Section 3 of the Mass. General Laws requires the approval of   

  City Council for leases of school property, 

 

Now therefore, be it Ordered, 
 

That the Mayor is authorized to execute a lease with NCTV of approximately 2,700 square feet 

of space at the Northampton High School currently occupied by NCTV for a period not to 

exceed 16 months. The leased premises shall be used exclusively for public access television 

purposes. The School Committee shall sign the lease agreement to confirm its approval of the 

terms and conditions thereof. 

 

The lease authorized hereunder is subject to approval of the Commissioner of Education in 

accordance with M.G.L. c. 40, § 3.   
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City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, ____________April 7, 2016___________________________  

  Upon the recommendation of  Mayor David J. Narkewicz 

 

 

 

R-16.047 

A RESOLUTION 

To adopt the C.I.P. for FY2017 – FY2021 

submitted to City Council on March 3, 2016 

  

Resolved, that 
 

The City Council hereby adopts the Capital Improvement Program FY2017-FY2021, submitted 

by the Mayor on March 3, 2016, in accordance with the Charter of Northampton, Massachusetts, 

Article 7 Finance and Fiscal Procedures, Section 7-5: Capital Improvement Program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16.049 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen        

UPON THE RECOMMENDATION OF The City Council Committee on Public Works and Utilities 

 

16.049 
A Resolution 

To Accept BOTTUMS ROAD as a City Street 
 
The City Council resolves that the Mayor prepare an order of taking for Bottums Road 
and further requests its submission to the City Council. 
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Pamela Powers <ppowers@northamptonma.gov>

Bottums Rd
1 message

Carolyn Misch <cmisch@northamptonma.gov> Fri, Feb 26, 2016 at 1:21 PM
To: Pamela Powers <ppowers@northamptonma.gov>, James Laurila <jlaurila@northamptonma.gov>

The Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend that City Council NOT approve Bottums Rd as a public
street at its meeting last night (Feb 25).

The reasons were:
1) The "road" is a private driveway not built to subdivision standards.  If accepted, it would create public street
frontage that by definition would allow further lot division without further review and approval by the Planning
Board.  

2) If accepted, it creates a back­door mechanism for others to convert private driveways to public streets, and
would undermine the whole premise and regulatory structure established for creating safe, adequate public
streets through the City's subdivision rules and regulations established in accordance with state statutes. Private
driveways are significantly narrower (1/2 to 3/4 width of a street), can have steeper grades, don't require curbing
nor sidewalks, don't provide utility infrastructure or drainage in many cases and are built to serve a maximum of 3
house lots due to these parameters.

3) If the owners of the driveway desire the City to take over maintenance, they could themselves go through the
process of creating an adequate street under the subdivision rules for the city, and then petition the City for street
acceptance.

4)  As outlined in the petition moving forward, the City would be making minor upgrades to the driveway for
minimal passage that are not consistent with the City's adopted regulations for building streets.  Courts have
been clear that when Cities build streets, they need to be built to the same standards that the City requires of
private developers in the adopted regulations regarding subdivision and creation of streets.

Please let me know if you have any other questions.

Thanks,

Carolyn Misch, AICP 

 
Senior Land Use Planner/Permits Manager
City of Northampton Office of Planning & Sustainability
210 Main St, Room 11
Northampton, MA  01060
 413­587­1287
cmisch@northamptonma.gov
www.northamptonma.gov/plan
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       CITY OF NORTHAMPTON, MA 

      PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION MINUTES 

       WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 2016 
 

Called to order at 5:30 p.m. in the Public Works office building by Mr. Mike Parsons. 

Mr. Parsons noted that the meeting was being recorded by NCTV.   

PUBLIC COMMENT  -  There was no public comment.   

FOR APPROVAL 

Item #1: On a Motion made and seconded, the Commission VOTED to APPROVE the minutes of 

the February 10, 2016, Public Works Commission Meeting as amended. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Item #1: Discussion and Vote on Accepting Bottums Road as a Public Way – On a motion 

made and seconded, the Commission VOTED to accept Bottums Road as a Public Way 

according to the drawing by Northeast Survey Consultants (#13-00830-DWG).  Mr. 

Parsons noted that a Public Hearing was held regarding Bottums Road at 5:00 p.m. on 

March 23, 2016, at Bottums Road.  He also noted there was no dissension at the Public 

Hearing.  Ms. Foxmyn ABSTAINED from the vote.   

  

Present and voting were David Shearer, Rosemary Schmidt, Wendy Foxmyn, M.J. 

Adams, Mike Parsons and Gary Hartwell.    Pat Goggins was absent.  Also present were 

B.J. Nubile, Office Manager, James Laurila, Acting DPW Director and City Engineer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Committee Report on a Legislative Matter

16.026 Petition from Northampton Residents to Accept 
Bottums Road as a Public Way

From:

Comm. on Public Works & Utilities

Date of Meeting 3 /28/2016

Recommendation:

Positive Recommendation (3 
Yes, 1 No {Councilor Adams})

Yes: 3

No: 1

Absent: 0

Abstain: 0
Factors Considered:

The Committee reviewed the petition and discussed the merits of making Bottums Road a 
public street.  Councilor Dwight provided testimony about the public hearing that took 
place on 3/23/2015 by the Board of Public Works.   There, information was given about the 
public access turnaround that had been made so that plowing and other maintenance of 
the street could be on‐going.  This turnaround has also been agreed to by the residents of 
the street.   Everyone on the road concurred; after the hearing  the BPW voted to accept 
Bottums Road as a city street with one abstention.   The committee reviewed the Planning 
Board’s recommendation of Feb. 25, 2016 in which they voted unanimously not to 
recommend making Bottums Road a public street.  The Planning Board recommendation 
was read into the record by the Administrative Assistant.

Comments, Discussion & Debate:

Councilor Dwight recounted that previously the City Council was asked to accept Bottums 
Road by petition.  The measure passed first reading but failed second reading.  Subsequent 
information was provided by the DPW about the viability of Bottums Road as a city street.  
A number of residents contacted Councilor Dwight to ask if this could be revisited.  This 
required the process to start all over again.     
Councilor Murphy reviewed why the city was considering making private streets public 
ways.  He noted that there is case law whereby it has been determined that the use of 
public funds to benefit private interests, including road maintenance and plowing, were 
prohibited by law.  The specific example cited was in the town of Wellfleet.  Northampton 
went through and determined that there were several private streets in which city services 
were provided; Bottums Road was one such street.  There were many other “built‐to‐

Report Regarding:

Prepared By: P. Powers



code” streets that were not accepted as well; half of Hillcrest Drive was one example.  For 
over 100 years the residents, as well as the city, thought all of the roads were public 
ways.    At the beginning of the process of street acceptances, the standard was set pretty 
high.  By the end of the process, the standards had been revised.  Councilor Murphy feels 
that the Council cannot discriminate against this street.  
Councilor Dwight noted that there are a number of streets that have been accepted that 
do not conform to criteria that we currently have in place for subdivision development of 
streets:  they are not the right guage, they don’t have the requisite curb cuts, they don’t 
have sidewalks or granite curbing.   The process of street acceptance was basically to 
reconcile a historical problem and that going forward, all future developments would have 
to abide by the current standards in place for street development.  Councilor Dwight is 
surprised by the language of the Planning Board’s decision.  
Councilor Adams clarified that the city council had already weighed in on this measure and 
decided that Bottums Road should not be made a public way.  He had originally felt as 
though the street looked more like a driveway.  
Councilor Murphy stated that the defining factor for him was that the street was accepted 
as a street for the better part of 100 years.  
Councilor Adams said that it made no sense that Center Court should not be a public 
street, but Bottums Road should be a public way.  
Councilor Dwight believes that the Planning Board has already dealt with residents who 
wanted to have public accessibility by way of Bottums Road.  He noted that the Planning 
Board would not grant accessibility via Bottums Road; the developers were compelled to 
build a separate driveway further down Clement Street.  Bottums Road is not a two‐lane 
way and is a dirt road.  The city has continued to provide plowing during this past winter.  
The Planning Board authorized the building of those homes with the understanding that 
Bottums Road was a city street.  The residents argument is that if not considered a public 
street, property values would diminish and that they purchased their homes with the 
understanding that the value of their home was linked to the fact it was built on a city 
street.   
Councilor Murphy noted that residents on Bottums Road have been there since the 
1980s.    Developers were granted a building permit to build residential homes under the 
false assumption that Bottums Road was a public way.  
Councilor Dwight noted that the difference between Center Court and Bottums Road was 
that the BPW voted to recommend Bottums Road as a public way, however, it voted not to 
recommend making Center Court a public way.
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CITY OF NORTHAMPTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 
 

WHEREAS,  The City Council in 2001 accepted Sovereign Way as a public way, with easements as 

described on the Acceptance Plan at the time; and 
 

WHEREAS,  At the time of the acceptance of and the laying out of Sovereign Way as a public way, 

the City inadvertently failed to acquire title to Lot 14 and Lot 15 as shown on the 

Acceptance Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS,  Lot 14 constitutes the layout of Sovereign Way as accepted by the City 

Council, and Lot 15 contains a public water line that is part of the City’s water 

supply; and 

 

WHEREAS,  The Planning Board’s permit for the construction of Sovereign Way included a 

requirement that the developer grant either an easement on or title in fee simple in  

“Lot 15” to the City; and 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED 
 

That the City Council authorizes the acquisition by gift, purchase, eminent domain or otherwise 

t h e  f e e  i n  o r  a n  e a s e m e n t  o n  a n d  o v e r  "Lot 15"  , as shown on a plan entitled, "Street 

Acceptance Plan of Sovereign Way” recorded in Plan Book 190 Page 68 and further described as 

Tract 2 in the attached deed. 

 
 

No appropriation shall be necessary for the acquisition authorized herein.  
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ORDER OF TAKING 
 

 
 

The undersigned,  being the duly elected and sitting members of the City Council of the City of 

Northampton, in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, acting under the authority of and in 

accordance with the provisions of General Laws of the Commonwealth,  as from time to time 

amended, and more particularly Chapter 79, and pursuant to the Order of the Northampton City 

Council, a true copy of which is attached hereto, does hereby take for and on behalf of the 

Inhabitants of the City of Northampton of the parcels referenced below.  

 
The parcels hereby taken are shown as “Lot 14” and "Lot 15" on a plan entitled, "Street 

Acceptance Plan of Sovereign Way” recorded in Plan Book 190 Page 68 and more particularly 

bounded and described as Tract 1 and Tract 2 as set forth on Exhibit A, attached hereto. The 

purpose of the taking of  Lot  14  i s  for  the  layou t  of  a  publ ic  way.   The  purpose  for  

t aking  of  Lot  15  is the ownership of the land over a public water line and for the provision for 

the public to pass by non-motorized means or for the future extension of Sovereign Way. 

 
No damages shall be payable as a result of this taking.. 

 
[THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE INTENTIONALL LEFT BLANK] 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, We, the City Council of the City of Northampton, have executed this 

Order of Taking this  day of  , 2016. 

WITNESS TO ALL: 

CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF NORTHAMPTON, MA 
 

 
William H. Dwight 

AT-LARGE COUNCILOR 

Jesse M. Adams 

AT-LARGE COUNCILOR 
 

 
 

Maureen T. Carney 

WARD 1 COUNCILOR 

Dennis P. Bidwell 

WARD 2 COUNCILOR 
 

 
 

Ryan R. O'Donnell 

WARD 3 COUNCILOR 

Gina-Louise Sciarra 

WARD 4 COUNCILOR 
 

 
 
 

David A. Murphy 

WARD 5 COUNCILOR 

Marianne L. LaBarge 

WARD 6 COUNCILOR 
 

 
 
 

Alisa Klein 

WARD 7 COUNCILOR 
 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF THE CLERK 

CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF NORTHAMPTON,  MA 

 
I, Pamela L. Powers, the Clerk of the City Council of the City of Northampton, MA, hereby certify 

that the attached Order of Taking of certain easements located in Northampton, Hampshire County, 

Massachusetts, was executed on                               2016, by William H. Dwight, Jesse M. Adams, 

Maureen T. Carney, Dennis P. Bidwell, Ryan R. O'Donnell, Gina-Louise Sciarra, David A. Murphy, 

Marianne L. LaBarge, and Alisa Klein, who as of that day, were and are the duly elected members of 

the City Council of the City of Northampton, MA. 

 

Signed this  day of  '2016. 
 

 
 

Pamela L. Powers 

Clerk to City Council 

City of Northampton, Massachusetts 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

The Street known as Sovereign Way in Northampton, Hampshire County, 
Massachusetts being Lot #14 shown on a plan of land entitled “The Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts Street Acceptance Plan of Sovereign Way Prepared for the City of 
Northampton, Hampshire County” ” dated May 4, 2000, revised June 9, 2000 and 
revised November 14, 2001 drawn by Richard A. Lewis P.L.S. and recorded in 
Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 190, Page 68 bounded and 
described as follows: 
 
Beginning at a point on the Northerly side of Westhampton Road  at the 
southeasterly corner of the land conveyed herein  and the  Southwesterly Corner of 
Lot #13 as shown on said plan;  thence turning and running; 
 
In a Northwesterly direction along said Lot #13 along an arc of a curve with a radius 
of 30.00 feet a distance of 48.04 feet to a bound as found; thence turning and running 
 

 N. 05 01’ 35” W. along said Lot #13 a distance of 50.03 feet to a bound as found; 
thence turning and running 
 
In a Northeasterly direction along said Lot #13 along an arc of a curve with a radius 
of 220.00 feet a distance of 37.48 feet to a bound as found; thence 
 
Continuing along said Lot #13 in a northwesterly direction along an arc of a curve 
with a radius of 280.00 feet a distance of 133.56 feet to a bound as found; thence 
turning and running 
 

 N. 22 35’ 44” W. along said Lot #13 a distance of 77.79 feet to a bound as found; 
thence 
 
Continuing along said Lot #13 in a northeasterly direction along an arc of a curve 
with a radius of 220.00 feet a distance of 64.69 feet to an iron bound as found; thence 
turning and running 
 

 S. 05 44’ 54” E. along said Lot #13 a distance of 44.86 feet to Lot #1 and #2Rev2  

running N 05 44’54” W for a distance of 125.00 feet to a point; thence turning and 
running 
 

N. 05 44’ 54” W. along said Lot #1 and #2REV2 a distance of 110.63 feet to a point; 
thence 
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Continuing along said Lot #1 and #2 (REV2) in a northeasterly direction along an arc 
of a curve with a radius of 100.00 feet a distance of 14.50 feet to a point; thence 
turning and running 
 
In a Northeasterly direction along Lot #3 (REV3) as shown on said plan along an arc 
of a curve with a radius of 100.00 feet a distance of 61.88 feet to a point; thence 
 
Continuing along said Lot #3 (REV3) in a northwesterly direction along an arc of a 
curve with a radius of 80.00 feet a distance of 51.08 feet to a point; thence turning and 
running 
 
In a northwesterly direction said Lot #4 as shown on said plan along an arc of a 
curve with a radius of 80.00 feet a distance of 57.05 feet to a point; thence turning and 
running 
 
In a northwesterly direction along Lot #15 as shown on said plan along an arc of a 
curve with a radius of 80.00 feet a distance of 69.51 feet to a point; thence turning and 
running 
 
In a Southwesterly direction along Lot #5 as shown on said plan along an arc of a 
curve with a radius of 80.00 feet a distance of 51.12 feet to a point; thence turning and 
running 
 
In a southwesterly direction along Lot #6 as shown on said plan along an arc of a 
curve with a radius of 80.00 feet a distance of 51.38 feet to a point; turning and 
running 
 
 In a southeasterly direction along Lot #7 as shown on said plan along the arc of a 
curve with a radius of 80.00 feet a distance of 102.75 feet to a point; thence turning 
and running 
 
In a southeasterly direction along Lot #8 as shown on said plan in a  along an arc of a 
curve with a radius of 80.00 feet a distance of 11.11 feet to a point; thence  
 
Continuing along said Lot #8  in a southeasterly direction along an arc of a curve 
with a radius of 25.00 feet a distance of 25.49 feet to a point; thence turning and 
running 
 

S. 05 40’ 44” E. along said Lot #8  a distance of 23.79 feet to a point; thence 
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Continuing S. 05 44’ 54” E. along Lot #9 as shown on said plan a distance of 125.00 
feet to a point; 
 

Thence S. 05 44’ 54” E. along Lot #10 as shown on said plan a distance of 50.12 feet 
to a point; thence 
 

Continuing  S. 05 44’ 54” E. along Lot #11 as shown on said plan a distance of 116.64 
feet to a bound as found; thence 
 
 Continuing along said Lot #11 in a southeasterly direction along the arc of a curve 
with a radius of 280.00 feet a distance of 82.33 feet to a bound as found; thence 
turning and running 
 

 S. 22 35’ 44” E. along Lot #12 as shown on said plan a distance of 77.79 feet to a 
bound as found; thence 
 
Continuing along said Lot #12 in a southwesterly direction along an arc of a curve 
with a radius of 220.00 feet a distance of 104.94 feet to a bound as found; turning and 
running 
 
In a southeasterly direction along said Lot #12 along an arc of a curve with a radius 
280.00 a distance of 47.70 feet to a bound as found; thence turning and running 
 

S. 05 01’ 35” E. along said Lot #12 a distance of 53.68 feet to a bound as found; 
thence turning and running 
 
In a southwesterly direction along said Lot #12along an 
arc of a curve with a radius of 30.00 feet a distance of 46.21 feet to a bound as found   
at  the northerly line of Westhampton Road and being the southwesterly corner of the Lot 
herein conveyed and the Southeasterly corner of lot #12 as shown on said plan; thence 
turning and running 
 

 S. 83 13’ 46”W. a distance of 120.06 feet to the point of beginning. 
 
Containing 64,143 square feet, more or less. 
 
Meaning and intending to convey that way depicted as Sovereign Way on said Plan. 
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Tract 2 
 
The land in Northampton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts, being lot #15 shown 
on a plan of land entitled, “The Commonwealth of Massachusetts Street Acceptance 
Plan of Sovereign Way prepared for the City of Northampton, Hampshire County” 
dated May 4, 2000, revised June 9, 2000 and revised November 14, 2001 drawn by 
Richard A. Lewis P.L.S. and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Plan 
Book 190, Page 68 bounded and described as follows: 
 
Beginning at an iron pipe to be set at the northwesterly corner of the lot conveyed 
herein, said iron pipe being 554.15 feet distant from the northwesterly corner of 
Sovereign Meadows Subdivision as shown on  Page 27 on  Plan recorded in 
Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 179, Page 25-32; thence;  turning 
and running 
 

N. 82 10’ 22” E. along land now or formerly of Bill Willard, Inc., a distance of 60.09 
feet to an iron pipe to be set; thence turning and running 
 
Beginning at an iron pipe on the Northerly side of Sovereign Way as shown on said 
plan it being the Southeasterly corner of the lot conveyed herein and the 
Southwesterly corner of Lot #4 as shown on said plan: thence turning and running 
 
In a Northeasterly direction along said Lot#4 along the arc or a curve with a radius 
of 280.00 feet a distance of 63.48 feet; thence turning and running 
 

 N 10 59’ 11” W along said Lot 4 a distance of 252.37 feet to a point; thence turning 
and running 
 

S. 82 10’ 22”W. along land now or formerly of Bill Willard, Inc., a distance of 60.09 
feet to a point; thence turning and running 
 

S. 10 59’ 11” E. along Lot #5 as shown on said plan a distance of 255.68 feet to a 
point in the Northerly side of Sovereign Way; thence turning and running 
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In a Southeasterly direction along Sovereign Way along the arc of a curve with a 
radius of 80.00 feet a distance of 69.51 feet to the place of beginning. 
 
Containing 17,501 square feet, more or less. 
 
 
 
 




