Committee on Community Resources
and the Northampton City Council

Committee Members:
Councilor Dennis P. Bidwell
Councilor Maureen T. Carney
Councilor Alisa F. Klein
Councilor Gina-Louise Sciarra

Meeting Agenda

Date: March 8, 2016
Time: 5:00 p.m.
Location: City Council Chambers
212 Main St., Northampton, Massachusetts

1. Meeting Called to Order and Roll Call

2. Public Comment

3. Committee Study Request
At this meeting the committee will review the Committee Study Request that was
received at the City Council meeting on March 3, 2016. The committee will consider
the scope of the project and define a process to gather information.

Documents: 201603021106.Pdf

4. Adjourn

Prepared By:
P. Powers, Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210, ppowers@northamptonma.gov



mailto:ppowers@northamptonma.gov
http://ma-northampton.civicplus.com/482e3933-13e3-40ff-b64c-e7e1a6d1d865

CITY COUNCIL
NORTHAMPTON, MASSACHUSETTS

February 22, 2016

Members of the Committee on Community Resources,

Section 2.3.8 of the Council Rules provides that the Council President shall have
the power to “issue a Commitiee Study Request to any committee. Such a request shall
require a commiliee to report to the full Council on a particular policy or issue area
within 120 days optionally accompanied by legislation.

Pursuant this rule, please consider this request that the City Council Committee on
Community Resources study issues retative to the local economy, with a focus on
businesses and workers in downtown Northampton and downtown Florence, for the
purpose of 1dentifying practical recommendations, if any, that the City Council could
pursue to strengthen the local economy.

Because this 1s a large and multifaceted topic, the Committee should choose which
issues and policies are most important to address. Such issues may include the challenges
facing businesses generally, commercial space vacancy rates and co-called “high rent
blight,” energy costs, licensing, city infrastructure, high speed internet connectivity, and
1ssues of workers’ rights, wages and working conditions, among others.

Further, the Committee should substantially involve the public by convening hearings
and community meetings, soliciting testimony and inviting discussion among citizens
representing a broad cross-section of Northampton’s economy, including business
owners, property owners, workers, academics and residents.

Sincerely,

William H. Dwight Ryan R. O’Donnell
City Council President City Council Vice President






