
CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS

Councilors:

l President William H. Dwight, At-Large 

l Jesse M. Adams, At-Large 

l Maureen T. Carney, Ward 1 

l Dennis P. Bidwell Ward 2 

l Vice-President Ryan R. O ’Donnell, Ward 3 

l Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4 

l David A. Murphy, Ward 5 

l Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6 

l Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7 

Meeting Agenda
City Council Chambers

Walter J. Puchalski Municipal Building
212 Main Street, Northampton
Meeting Date:  February 4, 2016

Meeting Time:  7:00pm

Public Comment

Roll Call

Public Hearings

Recognition and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors

Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor

Resolutions

16.027 A Resolution Opposing the Provisions of H.3854 -
Request 2 Readings

16.027_AResolutionopposingtheprovisionsofH.3854.pdf

Presentations

Consent Agenda

Minutes of Previous Meeting (January 21, 2016)

CityCouncilMeetingMinutesJan-21_2016.pdf

16.026 Petition from Northampton Residents to accept 
Bottums Road as a Public Way - Refer to Committee on 
Public Works and Utilities, Department of Public Works, and 
the Planning Board

16.026_bottums_road_petition.pdf

16.022 Appointments to Committees for Approval by City 
Council
Marlene Marrocco:  new appointment to the Council on Aging  -  positive 
recommendation from the Committee on City Services (4 yes, 0 no) 

Gaetan Fortin:  reappointment to the Disability Commission  -  positive 
recommendation from the Committee on City Services (3 yes, 0 no, 1 
abstention (Councilor LaBarge)

Cynthia A. Suopis:  reappointment to the Board of Health  -  positive 
recommendation from the Committee on City Services (4 yes, 0 no)

William Hargraves:  new appointment to the Board of Health  -  positive 
recommendation from the Committee on City Services (4 yes, 0 no)

Gerald S. Budgar:  new appointment to the Northampton Housing Authority 

Board of Commissioners - positive recommendation from the Committee on City 
Services (4 Yes, 0 no)

16.022_Appointments.pdf

Recess for Committee on Finance (See Separate Agenda)

Financial Orders

16.004 - A Financial Order to provide funding for 
extraordinary maintenance at the NPS Grounds maintenance 
shop - 2nd Reading

16.004_Prospect_Street_Gift_Fund-

2547_NPS_Ground_Maintenance_Shop.pdf

16.006 - Financial Order to Purchase or otherwise acquire 
any fee, easement, and/or any other interest in land off Old 
Ferry Road for $30,000 - 2nd Reading

16.006_JohnBobala--Sheldon_Field.pdf

16.007 - Financial Order Authorizing the Conservation 
Commission purchase or Acquire an agricultural 
preservation restriction on 0.85 acres of farmland on Island 
Road for $1,000 - 2nd Reading

16.007_ClarkORDER toCityCouncil.pdf

16.008 - Financial Order allowing the Mayor to accept grants 
from the exec. Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs -
2nd Reading

16.008_LWCF_Connecticut_River_Greenway.pdf

16.009 Financial Order authorizing the Conservation 
Commission to purchase or otherwise acquire any fee, 
easement, and/or any other interest in 3.1 +/- acres of land 
located on Venturers Field Road - 2nd Reading

16.009_VenturersFieldRoad_legislative_petition.pdf

16.011 - $30,000 be appropriated from CPA funding to the 
Broad Brook Coalition for the Fitzgerald Lake Bridge, 
Boardwalk and Dock Project - 2nd Reading

16.011_FLCA_Boardwalk.pdf

16.012 - $30,000 from CPA funding to move, store, and 
purchase historic ornamentation for the Seth Thomas Clock 
- 2nd Reading

16.012_SethThomasClock.pdf

16.013 - $200,000 from CPA funding to DPW for additional 
funding for the Pulaski Park Renovation Project - 2nd 
Reading

16.013_PulaskiParkRenovation.pdf

16.014 - $3,000 be appropriated from CPA funds for 
Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton 
OPS for the Mineral Hills Habitat Project - 2nd Reading

16.014_Mineral_Hills_Habitat.pdf

16.015 - $131,310 be appropriated from CPA funds to Historic 
Northampton, Inc. for electrical work, roof and window 
replacement for Damon & Shepard Houses - 2nd Reading

16.015_Historic_Northampton.pdf

16.016 - $5,000 from CPA funds to Northampton Youth and 
Community Rowing for the Conn. River Greenway Gate 
Project - 2nd Reading

16.016_CTRiverGreenway.pdf

16.017 - $55,000 from CPA funds to Northampton 
Conservation Commission & Northampton OPS for the 
Rocky Hill Open Space Acquisition Project - 2nd Reading

16.017_ZewskiAcquisition.pdf

Orders

15.382 Order regarding Sick Time - Accept MGL Chapter 149, 
Section 148 C - item carried over from 2014-2015 council

Excerpt from City Council Meeting Minutes of Dec. 17, 2015

Councilor Murphy pointed out that this order has been around for a while; neither 
the Finance Committee nor the Comm. on Rules, Orders, Appointments and 
Ordinances has acted upon the order since it was introduced.  

Mayor Narkewicz pointed out that the City does provide paid sick time benefits 
for employees who work 10 hours or more.  Most employees have a sick time 

benefit that is more generous than what would be required by state law.  Most 

benefits are embedded in collective bargaining agreements.  Mayor Narkewicz 

would like the opportunity to complete collective bargaining before the city 
council weighs in on this order.  

Councilor O ’Donnell requested that this order be carried over to the new council 
session; Councilor Spector seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on 

a voice vote of 9 Yes, 0 No.  

15.382_Earned_Sick_Time.pdf

16.024 Warrant for Upcoming Election on March 1, 2016 - 1st 
Reading

16.024_Warrant_March-1-2016-election.pdf

16.010 - Order Remove requirement that hunting be allowed 
on the Abuza section of Broad Brook/Fitzgerald Lake 
Greenway - 2nd Reading

16.010_HuntingRestrictionBroadBrookGreenway.pdf

Ordinances

16.025 An Ordinance Regarding Parking on Center Street -
Refer to Comm. on Legislative Matters and theTransportation 
and Parking Commission

16.025_Ordinance_Regarding_Parking_Center_Street.pdf

15.377 Zoning for Significant Trees - Item Carried over from 
2014-2014 Council
Excerpt from the minutes of the City Council Meeting of Dec. 17, 2015

This ordinance has been in development for a while; Councilors O ’Donnell and 
Adams were looking at ways to protect the city ’s trees canopy.  

Councilor Adams pointed out that there is support for this ordinance from the 
public shade tree commission; this commission is also looking to review all 
existing ordinances affecting public shade trees and will be putting forward 
additional ordinances aimed at protecting the public shade trees in 
Northampton. 

In response to a question posed by Councilor Klein, Councilor Adams noted 
that currently a developer could take down trees without replacing them.  This 

approach could have a long term negative impact on the city ’s tree canopy.  

A question was raised about public hearings regarding this ordinance; both the 
Planning Board and the Comm. On Rules, Orders, Appointments and 
Ordinances held public hearings concerning this ordinance.  

Councilor LaBarge noted that she has received complaints from two residents 
who have concerns about the ordinance.  Speaking about the residents, 

Councilor LaBarge stated that the ordinance gives “big brothers” more control 
about what happens on private property.

Councilor Klein stated that some of the requirements of the ordinance are 
already in place.  She feels that the ordinance is lacking coordination regarding 

communication between the Planning Board, DPW, and Public Shade Tree 
Commission.

Councilor Spector moved to carry over the Ordinance to the next council 
session; Councilor LaBarge seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on 

a voice vote of 9 Yes, 0 No.

15.377_As_Approved_By_ROAO.pdf, 15.377-

comm_roao_report_201512111006.pdf

16.005 - Ordinance Relative to specifications on sign lighting 
in residential and commercial districts and creating 
specifications for dynamic display boards.
This item was already referred to Planning and to the Comm. on Legislative 
Matters.  City Council to consider referring to Committee on Community 

Resources. 

16.005_LED_SIGN_ORDINANCE.pdf

16.028 An Ordinance to Delete Chapter 290 from City Code 
Book - Refer to Committee on Legislative Matters and the 
Committee on Community Resources

16.028_DeleteChapter290.pdf

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study 
Requests

New Business

Contact:  P. Powers

Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210
ppowers@northamptonma.gov
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session; Councilor LaBarge seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on 

a voice vote of 9 Yes, 0 No.
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MASSACHUSETTS

Councilors:
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l Dennis P. Bidwell Ward 2 

l Vice-President Ryan R. O ’Donnell, Ward 3 

l Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4 

l David A. Murphy, Ward 5 

l Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6 

l Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7 

Meeting Agenda
City Council Chambers

Walter J. Puchalski Municipal Building
212 Main Street, Northampton
Meeting Date:  February 4, 2016

Meeting Time:  7:00pm

Public Comment

Roll Call

Public Hearings

Recognition and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors

Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor

Resolutions

16.027 A Resolution Opposing the Provisions of H.3854 -
Request 2 Readings

16.027_AResolutionopposingtheprovisionsofH.3854.pdf

Presentations

Consent Agenda

Minutes of Previous Meeting (January 21, 2016)

CityCouncilMeetingMinutesJan-21_2016.pdf

16.026 Petition from Northampton Residents to accept 
Bottums Road as a Public Way - Refer to Committee on 
Public Works and Utilities, Department of Public Works, and 
the Planning Board

16.026_bottums_road_petition.pdf

16.022 Appointments to Committees for Approval by City 
Council
Marlene Marrocco:  new appointment to the Council on Aging  -  positive 
recommendation from the Committee on City Services (4 yes, 0 no) 

Gaetan Fortin:  reappointment to the Disability Commission  -  positive 
recommendation from the Committee on City Services (3 yes, 0 no, 1 
abstention (Councilor LaBarge)

Cynthia A. Suopis:  reappointment to the Board of Health  -  positive 
recommendation from the Committee on City Services (4 yes, 0 no)

William Hargraves:  new appointment to the Board of Health  -  positive 
recommendation from the Committee on City Services (4 yes, 0 no)

Gerald S. Budgar:  new appointment to the Northampton Housing Authority 

Board of Commissioners - positive recommendation from the Committee on City 
Services (4 Yes, 0 no)

16.022_Appointments.pdf

Recess for Committee on Finance (See Separate Agenda)

Financial Orders

16.004 - A Financial Order to provide funding for 
extraordinary maintenance at the NPS Grounds maintenance 
shop - 2nd Reading

16.004_Prospect_Street_Gift_Fund-

2547_NPS_Ground_Maintenance_Shop.pdf

16.006 - Financial Order to Purchase or otherwise acquire 
any fee, easement, and/or any other interest in land off Old 
Ferry Road for $30,000 - 2nd Reading

16.006_JohnBobala--Sheldon_Field.pdf

16.007 - Financial Order Authorizing the Conservation 
Commission purchase or Acquire an agricultural 
preservation restriction on 0.85 acres of farmland on Island 
Road for $1,000 - 2nd Reading

16.007_ClarkORDER toCityCouncil.pdf

16.008 - Financial Order allowing the Mayor to accept grants 
from the exec. Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs -
2nd Reading

16.008_LWCF_Connecticut_River_Greenway.pdf

16.009 Financial Order authorizing the Conservation 
Commission to purchase or otherwise acquire any fee, 
easement, and/or any other interest in 3.1 +/- acres of land 
located on Venturers Field Road - 2nd Reading

16.009_VenturersFieldRoad_legislative_petition.pdf

16.011 - $30,000 be appropriated from CPA funding to the 
Broad Brook Coalition for the Fitzgerald Lake Bridge, 
Boardwalk and Dock Project - 2nd Reading

16.011_FLCA_Boardwalk.pdf

16.012 - $30,000 from CPA funding to move, store, and 
purchase historic ornamentation for the Seth Thomas Clock 
- 2nd Reading

16.012_SethThomasClock.pdf

16.013 - $200,000 from CPA funding to DPW for additional 
funding for the Pulaski Park Renovation Project - 2nd 
Reading

16.013_PulaskiParkRenovation.pdf

16.014 - $3,000 be appropriated from CPA funds for 
Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton 
OPS for the Mineral Hills Habitat Project - 2nd Reading

16.014_Mineral_Hills_Habitat.pdf

16.015 - $131,310 be appropriated from CPA funds to Historic 
Northampton, Inc. for electrical work, roof and window 
replacement for Damon & Shepard Houses - 2nd Reading

16.015_Historic_Northampton.pdf

16.016 - $5,000 from CPA funds to Northampton Youth and 
Community Rowing for the Conn. River Greenway Gate 
Project - 2nd Reading

16.016_CTRiverGreenway.pdf

16.017 - $55,000 from CPA funds to Northampton 
Conservation Commission & Northampton OPS for the 
Rocky Hill Open Space Acquisition Project - 2nd Reading

16.017_ZewskiAcquisition.pdf

Orders

15.382 Order regarding Sick Time - Accept MGL Chapter 149, 
Section 148 C - item carried over from 2014-2015 council

Excerpt from City Council Meeting Minutes of Dec. 17, 2015

Councilor Murphy pointed out that this order has been around for a while; neither 
the Finance Committee nor the Comm. on Rules, Orders, Appointments and 
Ordinances has acted upon the order since it was introduced.  

Mayor Narkewicz pointed out that the City does provide paid sick time benefits 
for employees who work 10 hours or more.  Most employees have a sick time 

benefit that is more generous than what would be required by state law.  Most 

benefits are embedded in collective bargaining agreements.  Mayor Narkewicz 

would like the opportunity to complete collective bargaining before the city 
council weighs in on this order.  

Councilor O ’Donnell requested that this order be carried over to the new council 
session; Councilor Spector seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on 

a voice vote of 9 Yes, 0 No.  

15.382_Earned_Sick_Time.pdf

16.024 Warrant for Upcoming Election on March 1, 2016 - 1st 
Reading

16.024_Warrant_March-1-2016-election.pdf

16.010 - Order Remove requirement that hunting be allowed 
on the Abuza section of Broad Brook/Fitzgerald Lake 
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16.025 An Ordinance Regarding Parking on Center Street -
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15.377 Zoning for Significant Trees - Item Carried over from 
2014-2014 Council
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Adams were looking at ways to protect the city ’s trees canopy.  
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public shade tree commission; this commission is also looking to review all 
existing ordinances affecting public shade trees and will be putting forward 
additional ordinances aimed at protecting the public shade trees in 
Northampton. 

In response to a question posed by Councilor Klein, Councilor Adams noted 
that currently a developer could take down trees without replacing them.  This 

approach could have a long term negative impact on the city ’s tree canopy.  

A question was raised about public hearings regarding this ordinance; both the 
Planning Board and the Comm. On Rules, Orders, Appointments and 
Ordinances held public hearings concerning this ordinance.  

Councilor LaBarge noted that she has received complaints from two residents 
who have concerns about the ordinance.  Speaking about the residents, 

Councilor LaBarge stated that the ordinance gives “big brothers” more control 
about what happens on private property.

Councilor Klein stated that some of the requirements of the ordinance are 
already in place.  She feels that the ordinance is lacking coordination regarding 

communication between the Planning Board, DPW, and Public Shade Tree 
Commission.

Councilor Spector moved to carry over the Ordinance to the next council 
session; Councilor LaBarge seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on 

a voice vote of 9 Yes, 0 No.
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Councilor O ’Donnell requested that this order be carried over to the new council 
session; Councilor Spector seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on 

a voice vote of 9 Yes, 0 No.  

15.382_Earned_Sick_Time.pdf

16.024 Warrant for Upcoming Election on March 1, 2016 - 1st 
Reading

16.024_Warrant_March-1-2016-election.pdf

16.010 - Order Remove requirement that hunting be allowed 
on the Abuza section of Broad Brook/Fitzgerald Lake 
Greenway - 2nd Reading

16.010_HuntingRestrictionBroadBrookGreenway.pdf

Ordinances

16.025 An Ordinance Regarding Parking on Center Street -
Refer to Comm. on Legislative Matters and theTransportation 
and Parking Commission

16.025_Ordinance_Regarding_Parking_Center_Street.pdf

15.377 Zoning for Significant Trees - Item Carried over from 
2014-2014 Council
Excerpt from the minutes of the City Council Meeting of Dec. 17, 2015

This ordinance has been in development for a while; Councilors O ’Donnell and 
Adams were looking at ways to protect the city ’s trees canopy.  

Councilor Adams pointed out that there is support for this ordinance from the 
public shade tree commission; this commission is also looking to review all 
existing ordinances affecting public shade trees and will be putting forward 
additional ordinances aimed at protecting the public shade trees in 
Northampton. 

In response to a question posed by Councilor Klein, Councilor Adams noted 
that currently a developer could take down trees without replacing them.  This 

approach could have a long term negative impact on the city ’s tree canopy.  

A question was raised about public hearings regarding this ordinance; both the 
Planning Board and the Comm. On Rules, Orders, Appointments and 
Ordinances held public hearings concerning this ordinance.  

Councilor LaBarge noted that she has received complaints from two residents 
who have concerns about the ordinance.  Speaking about the residents, 

Councilor LaBarge stated that the ordinance gives “big brothers” more control 
about what happens on private property.

Councilor Klein stated that some of the requirements of the ordinance are 
already in place.  She feels that the ordinance is lacking coordination regarding 

communication between the Planning Board, DPW, and Public Shade Tree 
Commission.

Councilor Spector moved to carry over the Ordinance to the next council 
session; Councilor LaBarge seconded the motion.  The motion was approved on 

a voice vote of 9 Yes, 0 No.

15.377_As_Approved_By_ROAO.pdf, 15.377-

comm_roao_report_201512111006.pdf

16.005 - Ordinance Relative to specifications on sign lighting 
in residential and commercial districts and creating 
specifications for dynamic display boards.
This item was already referred to Planning and to the Comm. on Legislative 
Matters.  City Council to consider referring to Committee on Community 

Resources. 

16.005_LED_SIGN_ORDINANCE.pdf

16.028 An Ordinance to Delete Chapter 290 from City Code 
Book - Refer to Committee on Legislative Matters and the 
Committee on Community Resources

16.028_DeleteChapter290.pdf

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study 
Requests

New Business

Contact:  P. Powers

Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210
ppowers@northamptonma.gov
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In the Year Two Thousand and Fifteen 

Upon the Recommendation of Councilor Alisa Klein and William H. Dwight 

 

R-16.027 

A RESOLUTION 
 

Opposing the Provisions of H.3854 

 

  
 

Be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council  

  

 

 

WHEREAS, Global warming, caused primarily by the burning of fossil fuels, is a serious  

threat to current and future generations in Northampton and around the world; and 

 

WHEREAS, The recent Paris climate accord calls for countries around the world to 

curtail burning fossil fuels in an effort to control climate disruption; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has set ambitious goals for carbon 

emission reduction in the Global Warming Solutions Act; and 

 

WHEREAS, Northampton is a proven leader in sustainability having demonstrated this 

leadership in various ways, such as the Sustainable Northampton master plan, 

membership in Cities for Climate Protection and designation as a Massachusetts Green 

Community; promotion of a successful Solarize Northampton program, expansion of 

bicycle/pedestrian infrastructure, construction of LEED certified municipal buildings and 

endeavoring to construct a large solar array on a municipal capped landfill, and      

  

WHEREAS, the City of Northampton is among 175 other municipalities affected by the 

current net metering cap; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Northampton has several ambitious plans in development to 

install solar arrays to reduce its carbon emissions, to help reduce its electricity costs, and 

to help increase resilience in the face of severe weather events that disrupt the power 

grid; and 

 

WHEREAS, these plans for solar arrays on our capped landfill, and to strengthen our 

emergency power systems with solar arrays and battery storage at our Fire Rescue 
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Headquarters, Regional Red Cross shelter, our local hospital and our Department of 

Public Works, are all stalled by the current net metering cap; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Massachusetts Municipal Association adopted on January 23
rd

, 2016 a 

Resolution Supporting a Strong and Enduring Local-State-Federal Partnership to Protect 

the Environment, wherein they call for the Legislature and Governor Baker to develop a 

balanced, long-term energy plan with a range of energy sources to ensure a 

diversified and sustainable energy supply for residents, businesses and communities; and 

they further call to lift the net metering cap on solar projects to allow all current and 

future municipal projects to go forward and further preserve a net metering credit at the 

full retail rate for municipal projects, with no surcharges or offsetting cost charged by 

utilities which could affect savings; and 

 

 

WHEREAS, Bill H.3854, currently in conference committee at the State House, would 

not raise the net metering cap sufficiently to allow Northampton’s solar plans to proceed; 

and 
 

WHEREAS, Bill H.3854, currently in conference committee at the State House, would 

decrease the net metering compensation to the wholesale rate and would allow the 

utilities to impose a mandatory minimum monthly charge, each of which would 

drastically reduce the fiscal benefit to the City of Northampton of these planned solar 

projects; and 

 

WHEREAS, A recent decision in Nevada that reduced the solar net metering 

compensation rate has already resulted in loss of hundreds of solar industry jobs and 

public declarations on the part of the solar industry that it will abandon doing business in 

that state; and 

 

WHEREAS, The state of California this month withstood pressure from utility companies 

to lower net metering credits for solar owners and voted to retain net metering 

compensation at full retail rate;  
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the City Council of the City of Northampton is 

vigorously opposed to the provisions of H.3854 that would reduce the net metering 

compensation rate to wholesale rate for sizeable solar arrays, that would arbitrarily allow 

mandatory minimum monthly charges on solar customers, and that would raise the net 

metering cap by only 2% which is insufficient to allow Northampton’s solar plans to 

come to fruition; and, be it  

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Council of the City of Northampton endorses 

recent communications from our Mayor and from our Northampton Energy and 

Sustainability Commission, to state leadership making the case for eliminating or 

substantially raising the net metering cap and supports the Massachusetts Municipal 

Association’s recent Resolution calling for the same; and, be it 
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FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Council of the City of Northampton endorses the 

Attorney General’s study showing that energy efficiency and growth of renewable energy 

can make it unnecessary to expand our fossil fuel reliance through natural gas pipelines; 

and, be it 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Council of the City of Northampton requests the 

conference committee to consider the consequences on Massachusetts’ municipalities as 

it considers what action to take on solar net metering; and, be it 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Council of the City of Northampton requests the 

conference committee to eliminate the cap on net metering, or raise it by at least 6%, to 

allow projects in the planning stages to come to fruition; and, be it 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That, the City Council of the City of Northampton requests the 

conference committee to forego any other changes to the current solar programs until the 

state legislature considers long-term solar goals, and fully and publicly studies both the 

costs and benefits of solar energy before determining any changes to the net metering 

compensation rate or the imposition of mandatory minimum charges; and, be it 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be sent to Senate President 

Rosenberg, House Speaker DeLeo, Representative Kocot, Governor Baker, and members 

of the conference committee: Senators Downing, Pacheco, and Tarr; Representatives 

Golden, Dempsey, and Jones. 
 











































































MAYOR DAVID J. NARKEWICZ 
 

City of Northampton 

Office of the Mayor 

210 Main Street Room 12 

Northampton, MA  01060-3199 

(413) 587-1249     Fax: (413) 587-1275 

mayor@northamptonma.gov 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE:  January 19, 2016 
 
TO:   City Council 
 
FROM:  Mayor David J. Narkewicz 
 
SUBJECT:  Appointments to Committees 
 
Please find the attached appointments and re-appointments to City Boards, Committees and 
Commissions: 
 
Council on Aging  

 Marlene Marrocco, 46 Avis Circle, Florence – term January 2016 – June 2018 (new appointment 
to fill vacancy).  

 
Disability Commission 

 Gaetan Fortin, 698 Westhampton Road, Florence – term November 2015 – June 2018 
(reappointment) 

 
Board of Health 

 Cynthia A. Suopis, 120 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton – term December 2015 – June 2018 
(reappointment) 

 William Hargraves, 26 Crescent Street 
 
Northampton Housing Authority Board of Commissioners 

 Gerald S. Budgar, 127 Bridge Street, Northampton – term March 2016 – March 2021 (Mayor’s 
appointee to fill vacancy left by Joseph DeFazio).  

 
 
 
cc: City Clerk, Wendy Mazza 
 





















16.004 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council January 21, 2016 

Upon recommendation of the Mayor 

 

O-16.004 

An Order 

 

To provide funding for extraordinary maintenance 

at the NPS Grounds Maintenance Shop 

Ordered, that 
City Council appropriate $16,000 from Gift Fund 2547 – 265 Prospect Street Gift 

Fund, for the purposes of providing funds for extraordinary maintenance needed at the 

Northampton Public Schools Grounds Maintenance Shop located at 265 Prospect Street.  

Such funds shall be used for repairs including asbestos abatement and removal of the old 

furnace system, installation of new ceiling mounted heating units, site work related to 

drainage, and a new overhead garage door to improve energy efficiency.  

 

 



16.006 As amended in Comm. on Finance 1/21/2016 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 
_________ 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, the Office of Planning and 

Sustainability, and the Department of Parks and Recreation 
 

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, The Open Space, Recreation and Multi-Use Plan: 2011-2018 recommends expanding 

Sheldon Field Recreation Area;  
 

WHEREAS, John J. and Karen A. Bobala have offered to sell 4.5± acres off Old Ferry Road near the 

northerly end of Sheldon Field Recreation Area (Map ID 25-063) for $30,000; 
 

WHEREAS, The land is currently farmed and will remain in farmland until needed for recreation; 

 

WHEREAS, All funds will be drawn from CPA funds, community contributions and grants.  No general 

fund appropriation is requested or required. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
That the City of Northampton, through its Parks and Recreation Commission is authorized to purchase or 

otherwise acquire any fee, easement, and/or any other interest in the above land and any immediately 

adjoining land, including land between the above land and the existing Sheldon Field, provided however 

that the city reserves right to lease the land for farming not therefore subject to Article 97;  
 

The Mayor is authorized to grant a conservation restriction (per M.G.L. C.184, Section 31) on said land;  
 

The City Council finds the right to farm the land surplus to city needs and authorizes the Mayor to lease 

the land for farming purposes for terms of up to eighteen years. 

Subject 

CR 



16.007 As amended in Comm. On Finance on 1/21/2016 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Conservation Commission and the Office of 

Planning and Sustainability 
 

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving 

privately owned farmland with agriculture preservation restrictions to 

permanently preserve farmland and provide food security;  

 

WHEREAS, On August 13, 2015, City Council authorized the purchase of an Agriculture 

Preservation Restriction (under MGL Chapter 184, Section 31) on 0.85± acres of 

farmland on Island Road  (Map ID 46-025) and  the property owners have  agreed 

to sell an agriculture preservation restriction on their property for $1,000;  

 

WHEREAS, The Massachusetts Department of Agriculture Resources has declined to approve 

the Restriction because they only sign Restrictions on larger parcels.  The 

Conservation Commission and Agriculture Commission support a local 

agriculture preservation restriction program for property owners who want to 

participate to preserve farmland;  

 

WHEREAS, The City is prepared to proceed as a local Agriculture Preservation Restriction that 

does not require state approval; 

Ordered, that 
The Conservation Commission is authorized 

to purchase or otherwise acquire an agriculture 

preservation restriction in the above land and 

any immediately adjoining land; and that the 

City Council hereby accepts such restriction;  

 

Further that any grants or donations, shall be 

used to reimburse open space funds used for 

the purchase. 

Island Rd 



16.008 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David Narkewicz, the Department of Parks 

and Recreation, and the Office of Planning and Sustainability 

Ordered, that 
 
 

Whereas:  The Open Space, Recreation and Multiuse Plan: 2011-2018 recommends 

expanding the Connecticut River Greenway, including a Connecticut River 

Boathouse; and 

 

Whereas:  With state grants, CPA funds and private contributions, the Connecticut River 

Greenway riverfront park has been developed into a 6.5 acre facility that 

provides riverfront access and includes a boathouse. 

 

Whereas: The Greenway Park is dedicated to park and recreation purposes under M.G.L. 

Chapter 45, Section 3; and 

 

Whereas:  Additional improvements are necessary to complete buildout of the Park; and   

 

Whereas: The Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) is offering 

reimbursable grants to cities and towns to support the preservation and 

restoration of urban parks through the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act 

(P.L. 88-578, 78 Stat 897); and 
 

Whereas: The next phase of the Connecticut River Greenway riverfront park will cost a 

total of $200,000 (Two Hundred Thousand Dollars) and the City has set aside 

$200,000 of funds through a combination of Community Preservation Act funds 

and funds from other grants and community donations.. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED 

1. That the Mayor and the Director of Planning and Sustainability are hereby authorized to file 

and accept grants from the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs; and 

2. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to take such other actions as are necessary to 

carry out the terms, purposes, and conditions of this grant to be administered by the Office 

of Planning and Sustainability 

 

  



16.009 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 
_________ 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, the Office of Planning and 

Sustainability, and the Conservation Commission 
 

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, The Open Space, Recreation and Multi-Use Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving 

farmland and conservation areas to serve urban neighborhoods;  
 

WHEREAS, The state owns 3.1± acres of the former Union Street jail farmland on Venturers Field Road 

(Map ID 32-051) adjacent to the City’s Meadows Conservation Area and containing some 

prime farmland, although the farmland has not been used by the state since the Union Street 

jail closed; 
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 

That the City of Northampton, through its Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or 

otherwise acquire any fee, easement, and/or any other interest in the above land should the state make it 

available, provided however that the city reserves the right to lease farmland on the site not therefore 

subject to Article 97; 

 

That the Mayor is authorized to grant a conservation restriction or agriculture preservation restriction (per 

M.gG.L. C.184, Section 31) on said land; 

 

That the City Council finds the right to farm the land surplus to city needs and authorizes the Mayor to 

lease the land for farming purposes for terms of up to twenty years 

 

Further, the City requests and petitions that our legislative delegations file legislation substantially as 

follows:  

 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, 

and by the authority of the same as follows: 

SECTION 1.  Notwithstanding sections 32 to 37, inclusive, of chapter 7C of the General 

Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, the commissioner of capital 

asset management and maintenance may sell, or otherwise grant, convey or transfer to the 

city of Northampton, under the care and custody of the conservation commission, that 

certain parcel of land located in said city shown as “Locus: 32-051, N/F Commonwealth 

of Massachusetts(Inhabitants of Hampshire County) Deed 721, Page 467” delineated on a 

“Plan of Land in Northampton, MA, Hampshire Registry, Prepared for the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Division of Capital Asset Management” dated 08-01-

2012,  recorded at the Hampshire Registry of Deeds at Plan Book 228, Page 14, 

containing approximately 3.1 acres, together with any buildings and structures thereon, if 



 

 

any, formerly used as farm for the Hampshire County jail, subject to an agriculture 

preservation restriction or conservation restriction retained by the Commonwealth under 

the care and custody of  its Massachusetts department of agricultural resources. 

SECTION 2. The city of Northampton shall be responsible for all costs and expenses 

including, but not limited to, costs associated with any engineering, surveys, appraisals 

and deed preparation related to the conveyance authorized in this subsection as such costs 

may be determined by the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance. 
 

 

 

Meadows  

Cons. Area 

Cons. Area 

STATE land 



16.011 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Broad Brook Coalition submitted a CPA application for replacement 

and rehabilitation of the bridge, boardwalk, and dock at the Fitzgerald 
Lake Conservation Area;   

 
WHEREAS, the project has a great deal of public support, and will increase accessibility 

at the City’s largest and most visited conservation area; 
 
WHEREAS, CPA funds will leverage $50,000 in federal Recreational Trails Grant funds, 

as well as the volunteer work of members of the Broad Brook Coalition, one 
of the City’s valued open space partners;     

 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee voted unanimously to recommend that $30,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $30,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the Broad 
Brook Coalition for the Fitzgerald Lake Bridge, Boardwalk and Dock Project. And, that 
the grantee meets the conditions approved by the Community Preservation Committee, 
the Mayor, and City Council. 
 
Specifically, $30,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-
359930). 
 



16.012 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Office of Planning & Sustainability submitted an 

application for Community Preservation Act funding to move, store and 
purchase historic ornamentation for the Seth Thomas clock; 

 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Office of Planning & Sustainability already received CPA 

funding to purchase, move, and store the clock; 
 
WHEREAS, the privately owned clock was originally dedicated by Calvin Coolidge, and 

sat at Main Street and Strong Ave for nearly one hundred years; 
 
WHEREAS, the clock will ultimately be installed at Pulaski Park, at which point a 

permanent Historic Preservation Restriction will be created; 
 
WHEREAS, the Office of Planning and Sustainability will conduct a fundraising 

campaign for the Clock’s repair; 
 
WHEREAS, the clock or any of its components shall not be disposed of without City 

Council approval; 
 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015 the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee, voted 6-2 to recommend that $30,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $30,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the 
Northampton Office of Planning & Sustainability to move, store and purchase historic 
ornamentation for the Seth Thomas clock.  And, that the grantee meets the conditions 
approved by the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
  

Specifically, $14,690 is appropriated from the CPA Historic Reserve (account #2344930-

359932), and $15,310 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account 

#2344930-359930). 



16.013 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 

 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Department of Public Works submitted an application for 

Community Preservation Act funding for continued work toward 
renovation of Pulaski Park. 

 
WHEREAS, Pulaski Park is an important downtown resource, and the project will create 

a vibrant downtown greenspace. 
 
WHEREAS, the project meets the goals of the Sustainable Northampton Plan and the 

Open Space, Recreation and Multiuse Plans. 
 
WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works received extensive public input about the 

design of the Park, and the selected design reflects that process. 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council and CPA in 2013 and 2014 granted $1,698,500 in CPA 

funds to support the design and development of design plans and 
construction for the project, which broke ground in Fall, 2015. 

 
WHEREAS, CPA funds will be used to satisfy a condition of a $400,000 state Parkland 

Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities grant that overhead 
utilities be buried.  

 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee, voted 5-3 to recommend that $200,000 in CPA funds be used to 
support Phase One of the project. 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $200,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the 

Northampton Department of Public Works for additional funding for the Pulaski Park 

Renovation Project, for underground utility work or other construction expenses related 

to construction of Pulaski Park improvements.  And, that the grantee meets the 
conditions approved by the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City 
Council.   
  
Specifically, $145,000 is appropriated from the CPA Open Space Reserve (account 
#2344930-359931), and $55,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account 
#2344930-359930). 
 



16.014 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton Office of 

Planning and Sustainability submitted a CPA application for restoration of 
grass and brushland habitat in a ten acre section of the Mineral Hills;   

 
WHEREAS, the project meets the goals of the Sustainable Northampton Plan, 

Northampton Community Preservation Plan, and Open Space, Recreation 
and Multiuse Trail Plan to preserve agricultural and rural character and 
remove invasive species; 

 
WHEREAS, the project will create habitat that may be suitable for endangered species, 

and potentially restored agricultural land, and was recommended as a 
priority in a forest stewardship plan, as well as Laurie Sanders’ 
Rediscovering Northampton 2015, a management plan for conservation areas; 

 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee voted unanimously to recommend that $3,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $3,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the 
Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton OPS for the Mineral Hills 
Habitat  Project. And, that the grantee meets the conditions approved by the 
Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
 
Specifically, $3,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-
359930). 
 



16.015 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee 

Ordered, that 
 
 
WHEREAS, Historic Northampton, Inc. submitted an application for Community 

Preservation Act funding for continued work to restore, renovate and 
stabilize the Damon and Shepherd Houses, and protect historic artifacts; 

 
WHEREAS, CPA funds will be used to secure an important historic resource that is 

valued by the community and the region, on which the City holds a 
permanent preservation restriction; 

 
WHEREAS, the project has a great deal of community support, and will help preserve 

the City’s sense of place; 
 
WHEREAS, all work will be consistent with the Secretary of the Interior Standards for 

the Treatment of Historic Properties; 
 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015 the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee, voted unanimously to recommend that $131,310 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $131,310 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to Historic 
Northampton, Inc. for electrical work, roof and window replacement, and other related 
work to the Damon and Shepherd Houses. And, that the grantee meets the conditions 
approved by the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
  
Specifically, $131,310  is appropriated from the CPA Historic Preservation Reserve 

(account #2344930-359932). 



16.016 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
 
WHEREAS, Northampton Youth and Community Rowing submitted a CPA application 

for installation of a gate and signage at the new Connecticut River 
Greenway Riverfront Park;   

 
WHEREAS, the project meets the goals of the Sustainable Northampton Plan, 

Northampton Community Preservation Plan, and Open Space, Recreation 
and Multiuse Trail Plan regarding creation of a park and boathouse with 
riverfront access; 

 
WHEREAS, significant public and private funds have already been invested in the site, 

and the project will increase awareness of the park and programs offered 
there as a valuable public resource;     

 
WHEREAS, the parties involved in management of the site will develop a written 

agreement regarding use of the gate; 
 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee voted unanimously to recommend that $5,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $5,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to 
Northampton Youth and Community Rowing for the Connecticut River Greenway Gate 
project. And, that the grantee meets the conditions approved by the Community 
Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
 
Specifically, $5,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-
359930). 
 



16.017 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton Office of 

Planning and Sustainability submitted a CPA application for purchase of a 
17-acre parcel on Route 10 for permanent protection.  

 
WHEREAS, the parcel serves an important wildlife connection, that will preserve a 

natural link between the Oxbow and Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary, and the 
City’s western foothills. 

 
WHEREAS, the project meets the goals of the Sustainable Northampton Plan, 

Northampton Community Preservation Plan, and Open Space, Recreation 
and Multiuse Trail Plan to protect open space and provide for passive 
recreation. 

 
WHEREAS, CPA funds will be used as the local match for a state Local Acquisitions for 

Natural Diversity grant; and   
   
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee voted unanimously to recommend that $55,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $55,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the 
Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton OPS for the Rocky Hill 
Open Space Acquisition Project. And, that the grantee meets the conditions approved by 
the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
 
Specifically, $55,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-
359930).  





16.024 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

________ 
 

16.024 
A Warrant 

To establish the date, time, and location of an upcoming 
election of registered voters 

 
In the City Council February 4, 2016 
 
Upon the Recommendation of City Clerk Wendy Mazza,  
 
 

that meetings of the members of the Democratic, Republican, Green-Rainbow 
and United Independent Party, in the City of Northampton, qualified to vote, will be held on 
Tuesday, March 1, 2016 in the several polling places designated for the purpose by the City 
Council, as follows: 
 
WARD 1, Precinct A - In Jackson Street School Auditorium 
WARD 1, Precinct B - In Jackson Street School Auditorium                           
WARD 2, Precinct A - In Smith Vocational-Agricultural High School 
WARD 2, Precinct B - In Smith Vocational-Agricultural High School                 
WARD 3, Precinct A - In the Senior Center, Great Room, 67 Conz Street 
WARD 3, Precinct B - In the Senior Center, Great Room, 67 Conz Street             
WARD 4, Precinct A - In the Senior Center, Great Room, 67 Conz Street 
WARD 4, Precinct B - In the Senior Center, Great Room, 67 Conz Street 
WARD 5, Precinct A - In Florence Civic and Business Building, 90 Park Street 
WARD 5, Precinct B - In Smith Vocational-Agricultural High School                 
WARD 6, Precinct A - In Robert K. Finn Ryan Road School 
WARD 6, Precinct B - In Robert K. Finn Ryan Road School                        
WARD 7, Precinct A - In John F. Kennedy Middle School, Community Room 
WARD 7, Precinct B - In Leeds School Gymnasium, Lower Level  
 
The polls will be opened at seven o’clock in the forenoon and closed at eight o’clock in the evening of 
the said day, and all such members will in the wards in which they are entitled to vote between said 
hours give in their votes for to the primary officers for the election of candidates of political parties for 
the following offices: 
 
Presidential Preference. 
 
One State Committee Man for each Political Party for the Hampshire, Franklin & Worcester District 
 
One State Committee Woman for each Political Party for the Hampshire, Franklin & Worcester District 
 
35 Members of the Democratic Ward Committee. 
35 Members of the Republican Ward Committee. 
10 Members of the Green-Rainbow Ward Committee 
10 Members of the United Independent Party Ward Committee 
 



16.010 

City of Northampton 

MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of the Office of Planning and Sustainability and the Conservation 

Commission 

 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, On August 20, 1992, City Council approved the purchase of a parcel of land from 

Richard Abuza to add to the Broad Brook/Fitzgerald Lake Greenway; 

 

WHEREAS, The City Council Order included a condition, added on the floor of City Council, 

“that hunting be allowed on the property except within 300 feet of walking trails; 

 

WHEREAS, In all other conservation areas, the Conservation Commission has the discretion to 

write their own regulations and to determine where hunting should and should not 

be allowed based on the City’s Open Space, Recreation and Multiuse Trail Plan 

and based on site specific conditions. 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 

City Council hereby removes said condition that “hunting be allowed on the property,” leaving it 

to the Conservation Commission to write their own regulations for hunting on this property, as 

they do for all other conservation property. 
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CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

Upon the Recommendation of Chief Jody Kasper and Councilor Ryan O’Donnell. 
 

 

16.025 
AN ORDINANCE 

 

RELATIVE TO PARKING NEAR THE POLICE STATION 

ON CENTER STREET 
 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City 

Council of the City of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 

 

SECTION 1 1 

 2 

That the § 312-104 of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 3 

 4 
§ 312-104 Schedule III: Limited-Time Parking. 5 

 6 

Center 

Street 

 

Northerly 

 

15 mins./8:00 a.m. to 

6:00 p.m.; Monday 

through Saturday 

A point 179 feet 

easterly from 

Center Court 

A point 197 feet 

easterly from 

Center Court 

Center 

Street 

Northerly 15 mins./8:00 a.m. to 

6:00 p.m.; Monday 

through Saturday 

A point 161 feet 

easterly from 

Center Court 

A point 179 feet 

easterly from 

Center Court 

 7 

 8 

SECTION 2 9 

 10 

That § 312-102 of the Code of Ordinances be amended as by adding the following: 11 

 12 
§ 312-102 Schedule I: Parking Prohibited All Times. 13 

 14 

Center 

Street 

Northerly 

 

A point 179 feet easterly 

from Center Court 

A point 197 feet easterly 

from Center Court 

 15 
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16.005 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

 

Upon the Recommendation of Office of Planning and Sustainability & Planning Board 

 

16.004 

An Ordinance 

Relative to specifications on sign lighting in residential and commercial districts 

and creating specifications for dynamic display boards. 

 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances, City of 

Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section 350-7.2 7.3 7.4 of said code; providing for 

specifications on sign lighting in residential and commercial districts and creating specifications for 

dynamic display boards. 

 

ORDINANCE  

 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City Council of the City 

of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 

 SECTION 1  

 

That §350-7.2 of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 
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16.005 

7.2 B amended as shown: 

A sign (including temporary interior window displays or banners) or its illuminator shall not by reason of 

its location, shape, size, or color interfere with traffic or be confused with or obstruct the view or 

effectiveness of any official traffic sign, traffic signal, or traffic marking. A sign or any part thereof which 

moves or flashes, all signs of the traveling light or animated type, and all beacons and flashing devices are 

prohibited, except that such portions of a sign as consist solely of indicators of time and/or temperature or 

automatically changing message shall comply with the the requirments herein as dynamic display be 

permitted if the Planning Board and Chief of Police determine that the sign is not a hazard to traffic and 

pedestrian safety. All illumination of signs must be in conformance with § 350-12.2. 

7.2T  {New subsection in general sign standards to define outdoor dynamic display}  

Dynamic display sign means any sign designed for outdoor use that is capable of displaying a video 

signal, including, but not limited to, cathode-ray tubes (CRT), light-emitting diode (LED) displays, 

plasma displays, liquid-crystal displays (LCD), or other technologies used in commercially available 

televisions or computer monitors. Signs with this technology which are placed by a public agency for the 

purpose of directing or regulating pedestrian or vehicle movement use are exempt from this ordinance. 

7.2U  {New subsection in general sign standards to prohibit mobile dynamic display}  

 A dynamic display sign on, in, or part of any portable/mobile vehicle parked in view of the public 

way, whether registered or unregistered and which carries, displays, any sign or billboard for the primary 

purpose of advertising will be regulated as a ground sign (see relevant district allowances for ground 

signs). 

  

  

That §350-7.3 of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 

7.3C {Signs in Residential Districts}  

Institutional and other non-residential uses in residential districts allowed in accordance with: 

1) Each membership club, funeral establishment, nursing care facilityhospital, , community facility or 

public utility may have one  ground identification sign (not to exceedup to a maximum of 10 square feet 

in surface area).  If signs are illuminated, they may only be illuminated between the hours of 7 AM and 10 

PM. 

2) C and churches, community facilities centersnot places of public assembly, schools may have one 

additional ground sign up to a maximum of(not to exceed 40 square feet in surface area),.  Such signs 

shall be set back at least 1/2 the required depth of the front yard setback.  provided that such sign(s), if 

lighted, shall be illuminated internally or by indirect method with white light only and in conformance 

with § 350-12.2, .  Signs may only be illuminated between the hours of 7 AM and 10 PM.  Signs may 

contain dynamic display, as defined in 7.2T above, so long as the following are met: 

a) The dynamic display area may be no more than one-half the total sign area 
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16.005 

b) Minimum display time between display changes shall be 30 minutes.  Transition time to 

next display shall be less than one second. 

c) Display boards shall not emit sound. 

d) If images are displayed, only static, non-fluctuating, non-changing video images allowed.   

e) Signs must have photocells that automatically dim in dark conditions in direct correlation 

to natural ambient light conditions.  At no time, shall the sign lights be greater than .3 

footcandles above ambient light conditions.  

 

3)and such signs shall be set back at least 1/2 the required depth of the front yard setback. Tourist 

home/bed-and-breakfast establishmentsfacilities may have one identification sign, attached flush to the 

structure (not to exceed three square feet in surface area), provided that such sign, if lighted, shall be 

illuminated by indirect method with white light only in conformance with § 350-12.2 and may only be 

illuminated between the hours of 7 AM and 10 PM.. 

That §350-7.3D of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 

7.3D. For approved residential subdivisions, townhouse, multifamily, and open space developments, one 

ground sign identifying the development, provided that: 

 (4) If lighted, it shall be illuminated internally, or by indirect method with white light only and must be in 

conformance with § 350-12.2may only be illuminated between the hours of 7 AM and 10 PM. No 

dynamic displays allowed . 

That §350-7.4B6 / D of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 

New 7.4B6- {Illumination for wall signs Commercial district sign section} 

Dynamic displays shall comply with: 

a) Minimum display time between display changes shall be 1 minute.  Transition time to 

next display shall be less than one second.  

b) Display boards shall not emit sound. 

c) The display must be turned off at the close of business 

d) Signs must have photocells that automatically dim in dark conditions in direct correlation 

to natural ambient light conditions.  At no time, shall the sign lights be greater than .3 

footcandles above ambient light conditions.  

  

 

7.4D Business signs shall be permitted as ground signs as follows350.12.2.  Dynamic displays 

must comply with 7.4B6, above except the following.  Informational boards may emit sound only if such 

boards are used as accessory to drive-through sales and service establishments and if they are not 

directed/oriented to the street. Such boards are not considered ground signs under these provisions.  : 

 

In all I, BP and PV Districts, the following exterior signs, and no others, are permitted: 

A. Signs permitted in § 350-7.3 (R Districts), subject to the same regulations. 

B. Business signs shall be permitted as follows: 
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(1)7.5   In all GI and BP Districts and for PV Districts as provided in Subsection D below not more than 

two wall signs for each building, provided that each sign: 

 (c) If lighted, iteach shall be illuminated internally or by indirect method with white light only and shall 

be in conformance with § 350-12.2- comply with lighting standards in 7.4B(6) whether dynamic or static; 

 (3)In all OI, GI and BP Districts, and for PV Districts as provided in Subsection D below, one ground 

sign for each building, provided that: 

 (d)If lighted, it shall 2comply with lighting standards in 7.4B(6) whether dynamic or static displaybe 

illuminated internally or by indirect method with white light only and shall be in conformance with § 350-

12.2. 



City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 

In the Year 2016 

Upon the Recommendation of  Mayor David J. Narkewicz 

16.028 
AN ORDINANCE 

To delete Subdivision of Land from Chapter 290 of the Code Book 
 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of 

Ordinances, City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising  § Chapter 290  

of said Code; providing that Subdivision of Land. 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in city Council assembled, as 

follows: 

Section 1:  that § Chapter 290 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton 

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows: 

Section § Chapter 290 

Delete 

Chapter 290 and add in place thereof: Reserved: See Subdivision of Land regulations 

listed on www.northamptonma.gov 




