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16.004 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council January 21, 2016 

Upon recommendation of the Mayor 

 

O-16.004 

An Order 

 

To provide funding for extraordinary maintenance 

at the NPS Grounds Maintenance Shop 

Ordered, that 
City Council appropriate $16,000 from Gift Fund 2547 – 265 Prospect Street Gift 

Fund, for the purposes of providing funds for extraordinary maintenance needed at the 

Northampton Public Schools Grounds Maintenance Shop located at 265 Prospect Street.  

Such funds shall be used for repairs including asbestos abatement and removal of the old 

furnace system, installation of new ceiling mounted heating units, site work related to 

drainage, and a new overhead garage door to improve energy efficiency.  

 

 



16.006 As amended in Comm. on Finance 1/21/2016 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 
_________ 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, the Office of Planning and 

Sustainability, and the Department of Parks and Recreation 
 

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, The Open Space, Recreation and Multi-Use Plan: 2011-2018 recommends expanding 

Sheldon Field Recreation Area;  
 

WHEREAS, John J. and Karen A. Bobala have offered to sell 4.5± acres off Old Ferry Road near the 

northerly end of Sheldon Field Recreation Area (Map ID 25-063) for $30,000; 
 

WHEREAS, The land is currently farmed and will remain in farmland until needed for recreation; 

 

WHEREAS, All funds will be drawn from CPA funds, community contributions and grants.  No general 

fund appropriation is requested or required. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
That the City of Northampton, through its Parks and Recreation Commission is authorized to purchase or 

otherwise acquire any fee, easement, and/or any other interest in the above land and any immediately 

adjoining land, including land between the above land and the existing Sheldon Field, provided however 

that the city reserves right to lease the land for farming not therefore subject to Article 97;  
 

The Mayor is authorized to grant a conservation restriction (per M.G.L. C.184, Section 31) on said land;  
 

The City Council finds the right to farm the land surplus to city needs and authorizes the Mayor to lease 

the land for farming purposes for terms of up to eighteen years. 

Subject 

CR 



16.007 As amended in Comm. On Finance on 1/21/2016 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Conservation Commission and the Office of 

Planning and Sustainability 
 

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving 

privately owned farmland with agriculture preservation restrictions to 

permanently preserve farmland and provide food security;  

 

WHEREAS, On August 13, 2015, City Council authorized the purchase of an Agriculture 

Preservation Restriction (under MGL Chapter 184, Section 31) on 0.85± acres of 

farmland on Island Road  (Map ID 46-025) and  the property owners have  agreed 

to sell an agriculture preservation restriction on their property for $1,000;  

 

WHEREAS, The Massachusetts Department of Agriculture Resources has declined to approve 

the Restriction because they only sign Restrictions on larger parcels.  The 

Conservation Commission and Agriculture Commission support a local 

agriculture preservation restriction program for property owners who want to 

participate to preserve farmland;  

 

WHEREAS, The City is prepared to proceed as a local Agriculture Preservation Restriction that 

does not require state approval; 

Ordered, that 
The Conservation Commission is authorized 

to purchase or otherwise acquire an agriculture 

preservation restriction in the above land and 

any immediately adjoining land; and that the 

City Council hereby accepts such restriction;  

 

Further that any grants or donations, shall be 

used to reimburse open space funds used for 

the purchase. 

Island Rd 



16.008 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David Narkewicz, the Department of Parks 

and Recreation, and the Office of Planning and Sustainability 

Ordered, that 
 
 

Whereas:  The Open Space, Recreation and Multiuse Plan: 2011-2018 recommends 

expanding the Connecticut River Greenway, including a Connecticut River 

Boathouse; and 

 

Whereas:  With state grants, CPA funds and private contributions, the Connecticut River 

Greenway riverfront park has been developed into a 6.5 acre facility that 

provides riverfront access and includes a boathouse. 

 

Whereas: The Greenway Park is dedicated to park and recreation purposes under M.G.L. 

Chapter 45, Section 3; and 

 

Whereas:  Additional improvements are necessary to complete buildout of the Park; and   

 

Whereas: The Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) is offering 

reimbursable grants to cities and towns to support the preservation and 

restoration of urban parks through the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act 

(P.L. 88-578, 78 Stat 897); and 
 

Whereas: The next phase of the Connecticut River Greenway riverfront park will cost a 

total of $200,000 (Two Hundred Thousand Dollars) and the City has set aside 

$200,000 of funds through a combination of Community Preservation Act funds 

and funds from other grants and community donations.. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED 

1. That the Mayor and the Director of Planning and Sustainability are hereby authorized to file 

and accept grants from the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs; and 

2. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to take such other actions as are necessary to 

carry out the terms, purposes, and conditions of this grant to be administered by the Office 

of Planning and Sustainability 

 

  



16.009 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 
_________ 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, the Office of Planning and 

Sustainability, and the Conservation Commission 
 

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, The Open Space, Recreation and Multi-Use Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving 

farmland and conservation areas to serve urban neighborhoods;  
 

WHEREAS, The state owns 3.1± acres of the former Union Street jail farmland on Venturers Field Road 

(Map ID 32-051) adjacent to the City’s Meadows Conservation Area and containing some 

prime farmland, although the farmland has not been used by the state since the Union Street 

jail closed; 
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 

That the City of Northampton, through its Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or 

otherwise acquire any fee, easement, and/or any other interest in the above land should the state make it 

available, provided however that the city reserves the right to lease farmland on the site not therefore 

subject to Article 97; 

 

That the Mayor is authorized to grant a conservation restriction or agriculture preservation restriction (per 

M.gG.L. C.184, Section 31) on said land; 

 

That the City Council finds the right to farm the land surplus to city needs and authorizes the Mayor to 

lease the land for farming purposes for terms of up to twenty years 

 

Further, the City requests and petitions that our legislative delegations file legislation substantially as 

follows:  

 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, 

and by the authority of the same as follows: 

SECTION 1.  Notwithstanding sections 32 to 37, inclusive, of chapter 7C of the General 

Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, the commissioner of capital 

asset management and maintenance may sell, or otherwise grant, convey or transfer to the 

city of Northampton, under the care and custody of the conservation commission, that 

certain parcel of land located in said city shown as “Locus: 32-051, N/F Commonwealth 

of Massachusetts(Inhabitants of Hampshire County) Deed 721, Page 467” delineated on a 

“Plan of Land in Northampton, MA, Hampshire Registry, Prepared for the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Division of Capital Asset Management” dated 08-01-

2012,  recorded at the Hampshire Registry of Deeds at Plan Book 228, Page 14, 

containing approximately 3.1 acres, together with any buildings and structures thereon, if 



 

 

any, formerly used as farm for the Hampshire County jail, subject to an agriculture 

preservation restriction or conservation restriction retained by the Commonwealth under 

the care and custody of  its Massachusetts department of agricultural resources. 

SECTION 2. The city of Northampton shall be responsible for all costs and expenses 

including, but not limited to, costs associated with any engineering, surveys, appraisals 

and deed preparation related to the conveyance authorized in this subsection as such costs 

may be determined by the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance. 
 

 

 

Meadows  

Cons. Area 

Cons. Area 

STATE land 



16.011 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Broad Brook Coalition submitted a CPA application for replacement 

and rehabilitation of the bridge, boardwalk, and dock at the Fitzgerald 
Lake Conservation Area;   

 
WHEREAS, the project has a great deal of public support, and will increase accessibility 

at the City’s largest and most visited conservation area; 
 
WHEREAS, CPA funds will leverage $50,000 in federal Recreational Trails Grant funds, 

as well as the volunteer work of members of the Broad Brook Coalition, one 
of the City’s valued open space partners;     

 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee voted unanimously to recommend that $30,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $30,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the Broad 
Brook Coalition for the Fitzgerald Lake Bridge, Boardwalk and Dock Project. And, that 
the grantee meets the conditions approved by the Community Preservation Committee, 
the Mayor, and City Council. 
 
Specifically, $30,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-
359930). 
 



16.012 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Office of Planning & Sustainability submitted an 

application for Community Preservation Act funding to move, store and 
purchase historic ornamentation for the Seth Thomas clock; 

 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Office of Planning & Sustainability already received CPA 

funding to purchase, move, and store the clock; 
 
WHEREAS, the privately owned clock was originally dedicated by Calvin Coolidge, and 

sat at Main Street and Strong Ave for nearly one hundred years; 
 
WHEREAS, the clock will ultimately be installed at Pulaski Park, at which point a 

permanent Historic Preservation Restriction will be created; 
 
WHEREAS, the Office of Planning and Sustainability will conduct a fundraising 

campaign for the Clock’s repair; 
 
WHEREAS, the clock or any of its components shall not be disposed of without City 

Council approval; 
 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015 the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee, voted 6-2 to recommend that $30,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $30,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the 
Northampton Office of Planning & Sustainability to move, store and purchase historic 
ornamentation for the Seth Thomas clock.  And, that the grantee meets the conditions 
approved by the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
  

Specifically, $14,690 is appropriated from the CPA Historic Reserve (account #2344930-

359932), and $15,310 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account 

#2344930-359930). 



16.013 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 

 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Department of Public Works submitted an application for 

Community Preservation Act funding for continued work toward 
renovation of Pulaski Park. 

 
WHEREAS, Pulaski Park is an important downtown resource, and the project will create 

a vibrant downtown greenspace. 
 
WHEREAS, the project meets the goals of the Sustainable Northampton Plan and the 

Open Space, Recreation and Multiuse Plans. 
 
WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works received extensive public input about the 

design of the Park, and the selected design reflects that process. 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council and CPA in 2013 and 2014 granted $1,698,500 in CPA 

funds to support the design and development of design plans and 
construction for the project, which broke ground in Fall, 2015. 

 
WHEREAS, CPA funds will be used to satisfy a condition of a $400,000 state Parkland 

Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities grant that overhead 
utilities be buried.  

 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee, voted 5-3 to recommend that $200,000 in CPA funds be used to 
support Phase One of the project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16.013 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $200,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the 

Northampton Department of Public Works for additional funding for the Pulaski Park 

Renovation Project, for underground utility work or other construction expenses related 

to construction of Pulaski Park improvements.  And, that the grantee meets the 
conditions approved by the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City 
Council.   
  
Specifically, $145,000 is appropriated from the CPA Open Space Reserve (account 
#2344930-359931), and $55,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account 
#2344930-359930). 
 



16.014 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton Office of 

Planning and Sustainability submitted a CPA application for restoration of 
grass and brushland habitat in a ten acre section of the Mineral Hills;   

 
WHEREAS, the project meets the goals of the Sustainable Northampton Plan, 

Northampton Community Preservation Plan, and Open Space, Recreation 
and Multiuse Trail Plan to preserve agricultural and rural character and 
remove invasive species; 

 
WHEREAS, the project will create habitat that may be suitable for endangered species, 

and potentially restored agricultural land, and was recommended as a 
priority in a forest stewardship plan, as well as Laurie Sanders’ 
Rediscovering Northampton 2015, a management plan for conservation areas; 

 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee voted unanimously to recommend that $3,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $3,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the 
Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton OPS for the Mineral Hills 
Habitat  Project. And, that the grantee meets the conditions approved by the 
Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
 
Specifically, $3,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-
359930). 
 



16.015 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee 

Ordered, that 
 
 
WHEREAS, Historic Northampton, Inc. submitted an application for Community 

Preservation Act funding for continued work to restore, renovate and 
stabilize the Damon and Shepherd Houses, and protect historic artifacts; 

 
WHEREAS, CPA funds will be used to secure an important historic resource that is 

valued by the community and the region, on which the City holds a 
permanent preservation restriction; 

 
WHEREAS, the project has a great deal of community support, and will help preserve 

the City’s sense of place; 
 
WHEREAS, all work will be consistent with the Secretary of the Interior Standards for 

the Treatment of Historic Properties; 
 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015 the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee, voted unanimously to recommend that $131,310 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $131,310 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to Historic 
Northampton, Inc. for electrical work, roof and window replacement, and other related 
work to the Damon and Shepherd Houses. And, that the grantee meets the conditions 
approved by the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
  
Specifically, $131,310  is appropriated from the CPA Historic Preservation Reserve 

(account #2344930-359932). 



16.016 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
 
WHEREAS, Northampton Youth and Community Rowing submitted a CPA application 

for installation of a gate and signage at the new Connecticut River 
Greenway Riverfront Park;   

 
WHEREAS, the project meets the goals of the Sustainable Northampton Plan, 

Northampton Community Preservation Plan, and Open Space, Recreation 
and Multiuse Trail Plan regarding creation of a park and boathouse with 
riverfront access; 

 
WHEREAS, significant public and private funds have already been invested in the site, 

and the project will increase awareness of the park and programs offered 
there as a valuable public resource;     

 
WHEREAS, the parties involved in management of the site will develop a written 

agreement regarding use of the gate; 
 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee voted unanimously to recommend that $5,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $5,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to 
Northampton Youth and Community Rowing for the Connecticut River Greenway Gate 
project. And, that the grantee meets the conditions approved by the Community 
Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
 
Specifically, $5,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-
359930). 
 



16.017 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton Office of 

Planning and Sustainability submitted a CPA application for purchase of a 
17-acre parcel on Route 10 for permanent protection.  

 
WHEREAS, the parcel serves an important wildlife connection, that will preserve a 

natural link between the Oxbow and Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary, and the 
City’s western foothills. 

 
WHEREAS, the project meets the goals of the Sustainable Northampton Plan, 

Northampton Community Preservation Plan, and Open Space, Recreation 
and Multiuse Trail Plan to protect open space and provide for passive 
recreation. 

 
WHEREAS, CPA funds will be used as the local match for a state Local Acquisitions for 

Natural Diversity grant; and   
   
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee voted unanimously to recommend that $55,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $55,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the 
Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton OPS for the Rocky Hill 
Open Space Acquisition Project. And, that the grantee meets the conditions approved by 
the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
 
Specifically, $55,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-
359930).  



16.024 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

________ 
 

16.024 
A Warrant 

To establish the date, time, and location of an upcoming 
election of registered voters 

 
In the City Council February 4, 2016 
 
Upon the Recommendation of City Clerk Wendy Mazza,  
 
 

that meetings of the members of the Democratic, Republican, Green-Rainbow 
and United Independent Party, in the City of Northampton, qualified to vote, will be held on 
Tuesday, March 1, 2016 in the several polling places designated for the purpose by the City 
Council, as follows: 
 
WARD 1, Precinct A - In Jackson Street School Auditorium 
WARD 1, Precinct B - In Jackson Street School Auditorium                           
WARD 2, Precinct A - In Smith Vocational-Agricultural High School 
WARD 2, Precinct B - In Smith Vocational-Agricultural High School                 
WARD 3, Precinct A - In the Senior Center, Great Room, 67 Conz Street 
WARD 3, Precinct B - In the Senior Center, Great Room, 67 Conz Street             
WARD 4, Precinct A - In the Senior Center, Great Room, 67 Conz Street 
WARD 4, Precinct B - In the Senior Center, Great Room, 67 Conz Street 
WARD 5, Precinct A - In Florence Civic and Business Building, 90 Park Street 
WARD 5, Precinct B - In Smith Vocational-Agricultural High School                 
WARD 6, Precinct A - In Robert K. Finn Ryan Road School 
WARD 6, Precinct B - In Robert K. Finn Ryan Road School                        
WARD 7, Precinct A - In John F. Kennedy Middle School, Community Room 
WARD 7, Precinct B - In Leeds School Gymnasium, Lower Level  
 
The polls will be opened at seven o’clock in the forenoon and closed at eight o’clock in the evening of 
the said day, and all such members will in the wards in which they are entitled to vote between said 
hours give in their votes for to the primary officers for the election of candidates of political parties for 
the following offices: 
 
Presidential Preference. 
 
One State Committee Man for each Political Party for the Hampshire, Franklin & Worcester District 
 
One State Committee Woman for each Political Party for the Hampshire, Franklin & Worcester District 
 
35 Members of the Democratic Ward Committee. 
35 Members of the Republican Ward Committee. 
10 Members of the Green-Rainbow Ward Committee 
10 Members of the United Independent Party Ward Committee 
 



16.010 

City of Northampton 

MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of the Office of Planning and Sustainability and the Conservation 

Commission 

 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, On August 20, 1992, City Council approved the purchase of a parcel of land from 

Richard Abuza to add to the Broad Brook/Fitzgerald Lake Greenway; 

 

WHEREAS, The City Council Order included a condition, added on the floor of City Council, 

“that hunting be allowed on the property except within 300 feet of walking trails; 

 

WHEREAS, In all other conservation areas, the Conservation Commission has the discretion to 

write their own regulations and to determine where hunting should and should not 

be allowed based on the City’s Open Space, Recreation and Multiuse Trail Plan 

and based on site specific conditions. 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 

City Council hereby removes said condition that “hunting be allowed on the property,” leaving it 

to the Conservation Commission to write their own regulations for hunting on this property, as 

they do for all other conservation property. 

 

 

 

 




