
CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS

Councilors:  

l President William H. Dwight, At-Large
l Vice-President Ryan R. O ’Donnell, Ward 3
l Jesse M. Adams, At-Large
l Maureen T. Carney, Ward 1
l Dennis P. Bidwell, Ward 2
l Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4
l David A. Murphy, Ward 5
l Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6
l Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7

Meeting Agenda
City Council Chambers

Walter J. Puchalski Municipal Building
212 Main Street, Northampton
Meeting Date:  January 21, 2016

Meeting Time:  7:00pm

Public Comment

Roll Call

Public Hearings

Public Hearing Regarding a Petition to Install one SO Pole at 
54 South Main Street, Florence

15.521 Pole Petition from National Grid for 54 South 
Main Street, Florence
See attachments 

PoleRevisedSketch-ApprovedByDPW.pdf, 

15.521_As_OriginallySubmitted.pdf, 15.521-dpw -

response_201601131124.pdf, 15.521-revised-

sketch_201601131128.pdf

Recognition and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors

Committee Selections

Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor

Update on Water & Sewer Rate Study

MemotoCouncil4-16-15.pdf

Resolutions

Presentations

Consent Agenda

Minutes of Previous Meetings
City Council Minutes from the Meeting of December 17, 2015
City Council Minutes from the Organizational Meeting of January 5, 2016 

OrgMeetJan52016Minutes.pdf, cc-minutes-12-17-2015.pdf

16.022 Appointments to Committees - Refer to Committee on 
City Services
Council on Aging
Marlene Marrocco, 46 Avis Circle, Florence – term January 2016 – June 2018 
(new appointment to fill vacancy).

Disability Commission
Gaetan Fortin, 698 Westhampton Road, Florence – term November 2015 – June 
2018
(reappointment)

Board of Health
Cynthia A. Suopis, 120 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton – term December 
2015 – June 2018
(reappointment)

William Hargraves, 26 Crescent Street

Northampton Housing Authority Board of Commissioners
Gerald S. Budgar, 127 Bridge Street, Northampton – term March 2016 – March 
2021 (Mayor ’s
appointee to fill vacancy left by Joseph DeFazio). 

16.022_Appointments.pdf

Recess for Committee on Finance Committee

See Separate Agenda for Finance Committee Meeting

Financial Orders

16.004 A Financial Order To provide funding for 
extraordinary maintenance at the NPS Grounds Maintenance 
Shop - 1st Reading

16.004_Prospect_Street_Gift_Fund-

2547_NPS_Ground_Maintenance_Shop.pdf

16.006 - Financial Order to Purchase or otherwise acquire 
any fee, easement, and/or any other interest in land off Old 
Ferry Road for $30,000 - 1st Reading

16.006_JohnBobala--SheldonField.pdf

16.007 - Financial Order Authorizing the Conservation 
Commission purchase or Acquire an agricultural 
preservation restriction on 0.85 acres of farmland on Island 
Road for $1,000 - 1st Reading

16.007_ClarkORDER toCityCouncil.pdf

16.008 Financial Order allowing the Mayor to Accept Grants 
from the Exec. Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs -
1st Reading

16.008_LWCF_Connecticut_River_Greenway.pdf

16.009 Financial Order authorizing the Conservation 
Commission to purchase or otherwise acquire any fee, 
easement, and/or any other interest in 3.1 +/- acres of land 
located on Venturers Field Road - 1st Reading

16.009_VenturersFieldRoad_legislative_petition.pdf

16.011 - 16.017 Financial Orders allowing the use of CPA 
funds for various projects - 1st Reading
Please see attached memo relating to projects

16.011 - $30,000 be appropriated from CPA funding to the Broad Brook Coalition 

for the Fitzgerald Lake Bridge, Boardwalk and Dock Project.

16.012 -  $30,000 from CPA funding to move store and purchase historic 

ornamentation for the Seth Thomas Clock

16.013 - $200,000 from CPA funding to DPW for additional funding for the 

Pulaski Park Renovation Project

16.014 - $3,000 be appropriated form CPA funds for Northampton Conservation 

Commission and Northampton OPS for the Mineral Hills Habitat Project

16.015 - $131,310 be appropriated from CPA funds to Historic Northampton, Inc. 

for electrical work, roof and window replacement for Damon & Shepherd Houses

16.016 -  $5,000 from CPA funds to Northampton Youth and Community Rowing 

for the Conn. River Greenway Gate Project.

16.017 - $55,000 from CPA funds to Northampton Conservation Commission & 

Northampton OPS for the Rocky Hill Open Space Acquisition Project

16.011-16.017_RecommendationCoverLetter.pdf, 

16.011_FLCA_Boardwalk.pdf, 16.012_SethThomasClock.pdf, 

16.013_PulaskiParkRenovation.pdf, 16.014_Mineral_Hills_Habitat.pdf, 

16.015_Historic_Northampton.pdf, 16.016_CTRiverGreenway.pdf, 

16.017_ZewskiAcquisition.pdf

16.020 Financial Order for Leeds School Roof Repair -
Request two Readings

16.020_LeedsSchoolRoof-MSBA.pdf

16.021 Financial Order for Bridge Street School Roof Repair -
Request 2 Readings

16.021-BridgeStreetSchoolRoofRepair-MSBA.pdf

Orders

16.001 An Order to Adopt the Rules of the City council for 
2016 - 2017 - 2nd Reading

16.001_City-Council -Rules.pdf

16.002 Order to Set the City Council Meeting Dates for 2016-
2017 - 2nd Reading
Attached order is as amended by the City Council on January 5, 2016 

16.002_City-Council -Schedule.pdf

16.010 - Order Remove requirement that hunting be allowed 
on the Abuza section of Broad Brook/Fitzgerald Lake 
Greenway - 1st Reading

16.010_HuntingRestrictionBroadBrookGreenway.pdf

16.018 - Order to Establish a Policy to Promote the Use of 
Green Street Facilities and Green Infrastructure - 1st Reading

16.018_NorthamptonGreenStreetsPolicy.pdf

16.019 An Order authorizing the expansion of Pulaski Park in 
accordance with M.G.L. c. 45 § 3 and the submission of 

certain land to the provisions of Amendment Article 97 of the 
Massachusetts Constitutions and the Provisions - Request 2 
Readings

16.019_PulaskiPark-Expansion-Art97.pdf

Ordinances

16.003 - Ordinance to delete fees from chapter 174 of city 
code book - Refer to Committee on Legislative Matters and 
Committee on Finance

16.003_Ordinance-Pertaining_to_Fees-

Delete_Chapter_174_from_Code_Book_AOS-REFER.pdf

16.005 An Ordinance Pertaining to LED Lighting - Refer to 
Committee on Legislative Matters & Planning Board

16.005_LED_SIGN_ORDINANCE.pdf

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study 
Requests

New Business

Contact:  P. Powers

Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210
ppowers@northamptonma.gov
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on the Abuza section of Broad Brook/Fitzgerald Lake 
Greenway - 1st Reading

16.010_HuntingRestrictionBroadBrookGreenway.pdf

16.018 - Order to Establish a Policy to Promote the Use of 
Green Street Facilities and Green Infrastructure - 1st Reading

16.018_NorthamptonGreenStreetsPolicy.pdf

16.019 An Order authorizing the expansion of Pulaski Park in 
accordance with M.G.L. c. 45 § 3 and the submission of 

certain land to the provisions of Amendment Article 97 of the 
Massachusetts Constitutions and the Provisions - Request 2 
Readings

16.019_PulaskiPark-Expansion-Art97.pdf

Ordinances

16.003 - Ordinance to delete fees from chapter 174 of city 
code book - Refer to Committee on Legislative Matters and 
Committee on Finance

16.003_Ordinance-Pertaining_to_Fees-

Delete_Chapter_174_from_Code_Book_AOS-REFER.pdf

16.005 An Ordinance Pertaining to LED Lighting - Refer to 
Committee on Legislative Matters & Planning Board

16.005_LED_SIGN_ORDINANCE.pdf

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study 
Requests

New Business

Contact:  P. Powers

Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210
ppowers@northamptonma.gov
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CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON
MASSACHUSETTS

Councilors:  

l President William H. Dwight, At-Large
l Vice-President Ryan R. O ’Donnell, Ward 3
l Jesse M. Adams, At-Large
l Maureen T. Carney, Ward 1
l Dennis P. Bidwell, Ward 2
l Gina Louise Sciarra, Ward 4
l David A. Murphy, Ward 5
l Marianne L. LaBarge, Ward 6
l Alisa F. Klein, Ward 7

Meeting Agenda
City Council Chambers

Walter J. Puchalski Municipal Building
212 Main Street, Northampton
Meeting Date:  January 21, 2016

Meeting Time:  7:00pm

Public Comment

Roll Call

Public Hearings

Public Hearing Regarding a Petition to Install one SO Pole at 
54 South Main Street, Florence

15.521 Pole Petition from National Grid for 54 South 
Main Street, Florence
See attachments 

PoleRevisedSketch-ApprovedByDPW.pdf, 

15.521_As_OriginallySubmitted.pdf, 15.521-dpw -

response_201601131124.pdf, 15.521-revised-

sketch_201601131128.pdf

Recognition and One-Minute Announcements by Councilors

Committee Selections

Communications and Proclamations from the Mayor

Update on Water & Sewer Rate Study

MemotoCouncil4-16-15.pdf

Resolutions

Presentations

Consent Agenda

Minutes of Previous Meetings
City Council Minutes from the Meeting of December 17, 2015
City Council Minutes from the Organizational Meeting of January 5, 2016 

OrgMeetJan52016Minutes.pdf, cc-minutes-12-17-2015.pdf

16.022 Appointments to Committees - Refer to Committee on 
City Services
Council on Aging
Marlene Marrocco, 46 Avis Circle, Florence – term January 2016 – June 2018 
(new appointment to fill vacancy).

Disability Commission
Gaetan Fortin, 698 Westhampton Road, Florence – term November 2015 – June 
2018
(reappointment)

Board of Health
Cynthia A. Suopis, 120 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton – term December 
2015 – June 2018
(reappointment)

William Hargraves, 26 Crescent Street

Northampton Housing Authority Board of Commissioners
Gerald S. Budgar, 127 Bridge Street, Northampton – term March 2016 – March 
2021 (Mayor ’s
appointee to fill vacancy left by Joseph DeFazio). 

16.022_Appointments.pdf

Recess for Committee on Finance Committee

See Separate Agenda for Finance Committee Meeting

Financial Orders

16.004 A Financial Order To provide funding for 
extraordinary maintenance at the NPS Grounds Maintenance 
Shop - 1st Reading

16.004_Prospect_Street_Gift_Fund-

2547_NPS_Ground_Maintenance_Shop.pdf

16.006 - Financial Order to Purchase or otherwise acquire 
any fee, easement, and/or any other interest in land off Old 
Ferry Road for $30,000 - 1st Reading

16.006_JohnBobala--SheldonField.pdf

16.007 - Financial Order Authorizing the Conservation 
Commission purchase or Acquire an agricultural 
preservation restriction on 0.85 acres of farmland on Island 
Road for $1,000 - 1st Reading

16.007_ClarkORDER toCityCouncil.pdf

16.008 Financial Order allowing the Mayor to Accept Grants 
from the Exec. Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs -
1st Reading

16.008_LWCF_Connecticut_River_Greenway.pdf

16.009 Financial Order authorizing the Conservation 
Commission to purchase or otherwise acquire any fee, 
easement, and/or any other interest in 3.1 +/- acres of land 
located on Venturers Field Road - 1st Reading

16.009_VenturersFieldRoad_legislative_petition.pdf

16.011 - 16.017 Financial Orders allowing the use of CPA 
funds for various projects - 1st Reading
Please see attached memo relating to projects

16.011 - $30,000 be appropriated from CPA funding to the Broad Brook Coalition 

for the Fitzgerald Lake Bridge, Boardwalk and Dock Project.

16.012 -  $30,000 from CPA funding to move store and purchase historic 

ornamentation for the Seth Thomas Clock

16.013 - $200,000 from CPA funding to DPW for additional funding for the 

Pulaski Park Renovation Project

16.014 - $3,000 be appropriated form CPA funds for Northampton Conservation 

Commission and Northampton OPS for the Mineral Hills Habitat Project

16.015 - $131,310 be appropriated from CPA funds to Historic Northampton, Inc. 

for electrical work, roof and window replacement for Damon & Shepherd Houses

16.016 -  $5,000 from CPA funds to Northampton Youth and Community Rowing 

for the Conn. River Greenway Gate Project.

16.017 - $55,000 from CPA funds to Northampton Conservation Commission & 

Northampton OPS for the Rocky Hill Open Space Acquisition Project

16.011-16.017_RecommendationCoverLetter.pdf, 

16.011_FLCA_Boardwalk.pdf, 16.012_SethThomasClock.pdf, 

16.013_PulaskiParkRenovation.pdf, 16.014_Mineral_Hills_Habitat.pdf, 

16.015_Historic_Northampton.pdf, 16.016_CTRiverGreenway.pdf, 

16.017_ZewskiAcquisition.pdf

16.020 Financial Order for Leeds School Roof Repair -
Request two Readings

16.020_LeedsSchoolRoof-MSBA.pdf

16.021 Financial Order for Bridge Street School Roof Repair -
Request 2 Readings

16.021-BridgeStreetSchoolRoofRepair-MSBA.pdf

Orders

16.001 An Order to Adopt the Rules of the City council for 
2016 - 2017 - 2nd Reading

16.001_City-Council -Rules.pdf

16.002 Order to Set the City Council Meeting Dates for 2016-
2017 - 2nd Reading
Attached order is as amended by the City Council on January 5, 2016 

16.002_City-Council -Schedule.pdf

16.010 - Order Remove requirement that hunting be allowed 
on the Abuza section of Broad Brook/Fitzgerald Lake 
Greenway - 1st Reading

16.010_HuntingRestrictionBroadBrookGreenway.pdf

16.018 - Order to Establish a Policy to Promote the Use of 
Green Street Facilities and Green Infrastructure - 1st Reading

16.018_NorthamptonGreenStreetsPolicy.pdf

16.019 An Order authorizing the expansion of Pulaski Park in 
accordance with M.G.L. c. 45 § 3 and the submission of 

certain land to the provisions of Amendment Article 97 of the 
Massachusetts Constitutions and the Provisions - Request 2 
Readings

16.019_PulaskiPark-Expansion-Art97.pdf

Ordinances

16.003 - Ordinance to delete fees from chapter 174 of city 
code book - Refer to Committee on Legislative Matters and 
Committee on Finance

16.003_Ordinance-Pertaining_to_Fees-

Delete_Chapter_174_from_Code_Book_AOS-REFER.pdf

16.005 An Ordinance Pertaining to LED Lighting - Refer to 
Committee on Legislative Matters & Planning Board

16.005_LED_SIGN_ORDINANCE.pdf

Updates from Council President & Committee Chairs

Information Requests (Charter Provision 2-7) and Committee Study 
Requests

New Business

Contact:  P. Powers

Administrative Assistant to the City Council
(413) 587-1210
ppowers@northamptonma.gov
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MAYOR DAVID J. NARKEWICZ 
City of Northampton 
Office of the Mayor 

210 Main Street Room 12 
Northampton, MA  01060-3199 

(413) 587-1249     Fax: (413) 587-1275 
mayor@northamptonma.gov 

 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  April 10, 2015 
TO:  City Council 
FROM:  Mayor David J. Narkewicz 
RE:  Revised order for FY2016 Water and Sewer rates 
 
I am attaching a revised order reversing my original recommendation that the City Council adopt 
increases to water and sewer rates for Fiscal Year 2016 beginning July 1, 2015. The revised order 
proposes no increase in water and sewer rates and recommends maintaining the current FY15 rate of 
$5.58 for water and $6.08 for sewer in FY16. 
 
On April 9, 2015, I appeared before the City Council Committee on Public Works to present my original 
recommendation and offer information and testimony from the DPW outlining the projected operational 
and capital needs of our water and sewer departments. At that hearing, I fielded dozens of questions from 
city residents concerned about the proposed rate increases and heard first-hand about the financial 
pressures facing many in our community, particularly senior citizens. There were also many good ideas 
presented, including exploring the possibility of implementing tiered rates for water and sewer or a 
discount for senior citizens and veterans. While I did my best to address every question and idea, there are 
many more that deserve and require further research and study in the coming months. 
 
Fiscal year 2016 is significant in that it will mark the first time since 1921 that water and sewer rates will 
be set by the Mayor and City Council in accordance with my Administrative Order adopted late last year. 
My goal in transferring this important decision-making authority to our city's elected leadership was to 
ensure maximum fiscal transparency and accountability for residents. I stand behind that decision and 
yesterday's City Council hearing only affirms for me that it was the correct one. 
 
Because this change occurred mid-year, our first Mayor/City Council rate-setting process has been 
significantly truncated. I am required under our Charter to submit a proposed city budget in a little over 
30 days and can't complete that budget without approved FY16 water and sewer rates. While we have 
worked diligently to meet all statutory deadlines, the questions and ideas raised at yesterday's public 
meeting illustrate that we have much more work to do to ensure full transparency and accountability.  
 
I do not recommend this rate freeze lightly. Our Department of Public Works, with full fiscal support 
from the Mayor and City Council, have very responsibly initiated comprehensive asset management plans 
for our city's aging water and sewer infrastructure. These plans provide a long-range road map for critical 
repairs and upgrades to our city's water and sewer infrastructure over the next 5-10 years. 
 
While delaying proposed rate increases will require the DPW to push off certain projects and readjust 
bonding schedules by a year, it will also provide valuable time for them to fully present and explain their 
nearly finalized asset management plans to residents and rate-payers. This additional time will also allow 
my financial team to fully explore all possible rate options, including discount programs for residents 
struggling financially. Finally, and most significantly, it will allow this Mayor and City Council to more 
fully develop an agreed-upon process for setting water and sewer rates that ensures maximum 
transparency, accountability, and public input. 
 
I respectfully request the City Council's approval of this revised order. 











































































MAYOR DAVID J. NARKEWICZ 
 

City of Northampton 

Office of the Mayor 

210 Main Street Room 12 

Northampton, MA  01060-3199 

(413) 587-1249     Fax: (413) 587-1275 

mayor@northamptonma.gov 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE:  January 19, 2016 
 
TO:   City Council 
 
FROM:  Mayor David J. Narkewicz 
 
SUBJECT:  Appointments to Committees 
 
Please find the attached appointments and re-appointments to City Boards, Committees and 
Commissions: 
 
Council on Aging  

 Marlene Marrocco, 46 Avis Circle, Florence – term January 2016 – June 2018 (new appointment 
to fill vacancy).  

 
Disability Commission 

 Gaetan Fortin, 698 Westhampton Road, Florence – term November 2015 – June 2018 
(reappointment) 

 
Board of Health 

 Cynthia A. Suopis, 120 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton – term December 2015 – June 2018 
(reappointment) 

 William Hargraves, 26 Crescent Street 
 
Northampton Housing Authority Board of Commissioners 

 Gerald S. Budgar, 127 Bridge Street, Northampton – term March 2016 – March 2021 (Mayor’s 
appointee to fill vacancy left by Joseph DeFazio).  

 
 
 
cc: City Clerk, Wendy Mazza 
 





















16.004 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council January 21, 2016 

Upon recommendation of the Mayor 

 

O-16.004 

An Order 

 

To provide funding for extraordinary maintenance 

at the NPS Grounds Maintenance Shop 

Ordered, that 
City Council appropriate $16,000 from Gift Fund 2547 – 265 Prospect Street Gift 

Fund, for the purposes of providing funds for extraordinary maintenance needed at the 

Northampton Public Schools Grounds Maintenance Shop located at 265 Prospect Street.  

Such funds shall be used for repairs including asbestos abatement and removal of the old 

furnace system, installation of new ceiling mounted heating units, site work related to 

drainage, and a new overhead garage door to improve energy efficiency.  

 

 



16.006 

16.006 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 
_________ 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, the Office of Planning and 

Sustainability, and the Department of Parks and Recreation 
 

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, The Open Space, Recreation and Multi-Use Plan: 2011-2018 recommends expanding 

Sheldon Field Recreation Area;  
 

WHEREAS, John J. and Karen A. Bobala have offered to sell 4.5± acres off Old Ferry Road near the 

northerly end of Sheldon Field Recreation Area (Map ID 25-063) for $30,000; 
 

WHEREAS, The land is currently farmed and will remain in farmland for until needed for recreation; 

 

WHEREAS, All funds will be drawn from CPA funds, community contributions and grants.  No general 

fund appropriation is requested or required. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
That the City of Northampton, through its Parks and Recreation Commission is authorized to purchase or 

otherwise acquire any fee, easement, and/or any other interest in the above land and any immediately 

adjoining land, including land between the above land and the existing Sheldon Field, provided however 

that the city reserves right to lease the land for farming not therefore subject to Article 97;  
 

The Mayor is authorized to grant a conservation restriction (per M.G.L. C.184, Section 31) on said land;  
 

The City Council finds the right to farm the land surplus to city needs and authorizes the Mayor to lease 

the land for farming purposes for terms of up to eighteen years. 

Subject 

CR 



16.007 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Conservation Commission and the Office of 

Planning and Sustainability 
 

WHEREAS, The Open Space and Recreation Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving 

privately owned farmland with agriculture preservation restrictions to 

permanently preserve farmland and provide food security;  

 

WHEREAS, On August 13, 2015, City Council authorized the purchase of an Agriculture 

Preservation Restriction (under MGL Chapter 184, Section 31) on 0.85± acres of 

farmland on Island Road  (Map ID 46-025)  for have agreed to sell an agriculture 

preservation restriction on their property for $1,000;  

 

WHEREAS, The Massachusetts Department of Agriculture Resources state has declined to 

approve the Restriction because they only sign Restrictions on larger parcelsion 

Commission and Agriculture Commission support a local agriculture preservation 

restriction program for property owners who want to participate to preserve 

farmland;  

 

WHEREAS, The City is prepared to proceed as a local Agriculture Preservation Restriction that 

does not require state approval; 

Ordered, that 
The Conservation Commission is authorized 

to purchase or otherwise acquire an agriculture 

preservation restriction in the above land and 

any immediately adjoining land; and that the 

City Council hereby accepts such restriction;  

 

Further that any grants or donations, shall be 

used to reimburse open space funds used for 

the purchase. 

Island Rd 



16.008 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David Narkewicz, the Department of Parks 

and Recreation, and the Office of Planning and Sustainability 

Ordered, that 
 
 

Whereas:  The Open Space, Recreation and Multiuse Plan: 2011-2018 recommends 

expanding the Connecticut River Greenway, including a Connecticut River 

Boathouse; and 

 

Whereas:  With state grants, CPA funds and private contributions, the Connecticut River 

Greenway riverfront park has been developed into a 6.5 acre facility that 

provides riverfront access and includes a boathouse. 

 

Whereas: The Greenway Park is dedicated to park and recreation purposes under M.G.L. 

Chapter 45, Section 3; and 

 

Whereas:  Additional improvements are necessary to complete buildout of the Park; and   

 

Whereas: The Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) is offering 

reimbursable grants to cities and towns to support the preservation and 

restoration of urban parks through the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act 

(P.L. 88-578, 78 Stat 897); and 
 

Whereas: The next phase of the Connecticut River Greenway riverfront park will cost a 

total of $200,000 (Two Hundred Thousand Dollars) and the City has set aside 

$200,000 of funds through a combination of Community Preservation Act funds 

and funds from other grants and community donations.. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED 

1. That the Mayor and the Director of Planning and Sustainability are hereby authorized to file 

and accept grants from the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs; and 

2. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to take such other actions as are necessary to 

carry out the terms, purposes, and conditions of this grant to be administered by the Office 

of Planning and Sustainability 

 

  



16.009 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 
_________ 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of Mayor David J. Narkewicz, the Office of Planning and 

Sustainability, and the Conservation Commission 
 

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, The Open Space, Recreation and Multi-Use Plan: 2011-2018 recommends preserving 

farmland and conservation areas to serve urban neighborhoods;  
 

WHEREAS, The state owns 3.1± acres of the former Union Street jail farmland on Venturers Field Road 

(Map ID 32-051) adjacent to the City’s Meadows Conservation Area and containing some 

prime farmland, although the farmland has not been used by the state since the Union Street 

jail closed; 
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 

That the City of Northampton, through its Conservation Commission is authorized to purchase or 

otherwise acquire any fee, easement, and/or any other interest in the above land should the state make it 

available, provided however that the city reserves the right to lease farmland on the site not therefore 

subject to Article 97; 

 

That the Mayor is authorized to grant a conservation restriction or agriculture preservation restriction (per 

M.gG.L. C.184, Section 31) on said land; 

 

That the City Council finds the right to farm the land surplus to city needs and authorizes the Mayor to 

lease the land for farming purposes for terms of up to twenty years 

 

Further, the City requests and petitions that our legislative delegations file legislation substantially as 

follows:  

 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, 

and by the authority of the same as follows: 

SECTION 1.  Notwithstanding sections 32 to 37, inclusive, of chapter 7C of the General 

Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, the commissioner of capital 

asset management and maintenance may sell, or otherwise grant, convey or transfer to the 

city of Northampton, under the care and custody of the conservation commission, that 

certain parcel of land located in said city shown as “Locus: 32-051, N/F Commonwealth 

of Massachusetts(Inhabitants of Hampshire County) Deed 721, Page 467” delineated on a 

“Plan of Land in Northampton, MA, Hampshire Registry, Prepared for the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Division of Capital Asset Management” dated 08-01-

2012,  recorded at the Hampshire Registry of Deeds at Plan Book 228, Page 14, 

containing approximately 3.1 acres, together with any buildings and structures thereon, if 



 

 

any, formerly used as farm for the Hampshire County jail, subject to an agriculture 

preservation restriction or conservation restriction retained by the Commonwealth under 

the care and custody of  its Massachusetts department of agricultural resources. 

SECTION 2. The city of Northampton shall be responsible for all costs and expenses 

including, but not limited to, costs associated with any engineering, surveys, appraisals 

and deed preparation related to the conveyance authorized in this subsection as such costs 

may be determined by the commissioner of capital asset management and maintenance. 
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City of Northampton 
Community Preservation Committee 

210 Main Street, City Hall 
Northampton, MA 01060 

 

 

January 12, 2016 
 
William H. Dwight 
City Council President 
210 Main Street, Room 16 
Northampton, MA 01060 
 
Re:  Community Preservation Committee Recommendations for Funding 
 
Chairman Dwight and City Councilors, 
 
In October, 2015 the Community Preservation Committee (CPC) began reviewing eight project 
proposals submitted for CPA funding. After extensive review including applicant presentations, 
public comment sessions and committee deliberation the CPC voted to recommend seven 
funding requests totaling $454,310. 
  
At its November 18, 2015 meeting, the Community Preservation Committee voted to 
recommend $293,000 for five open space and recreation projects, and $161,310 for two historic 
preservation projects. Collectively, these projects will leverage $175,000 from other funding 
sources, including state and federal grants, private contributions, and volunteers. 
 
The complete CPA applications that include detailed information about each project 
recommended, meeting minutes, and other project materials can be accessed on the CPC’s 
webpage: www.northamptonma.gov/1048/Community-Preservation-Committee.   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact myself, or Preservation Planner Sarah LaValley with any 
questions about the projects, the Committee’s recommendations, or if additional information is 
needed. 

 
Projects Recommended for Funding: 
 
Connecticut River Greenway Park, Northampton Youth and Community Rowing $5,000 
This project will fund an entrance gate and signage for the new Connecticut River Greenway 
Park.  Construction at the Park is nearing completion, and the new gate and entrance signage will 
increase public awareness of this new riverfront resource and allow users easier access. 
 
Rocky Hill Connector Open Space Acquisition, Northampton Conservation Commission 
and Northampton Office of Planning and Sustainability $55,000 
CPA funds will be used to help protect a 17-acre on Route 10.  Located near Arcadia Wildlife 
Sanctuary and adjacent to the Rocky Hill Greenway, the project will protect unique geological 

 



features and wildlife habitats.  The acquisition was approved by Council in July 2015, and is the 
local match for a $97,200 Local Acquisitions for Natural Diversity state grant. 
 
Pulaski Park Renovation, Department of Public Works, $200,000 
CPA funds will be used to continue work to renovate Pulaski Park.  This round of funding will 
be used to continue work to bury overhead electric, telephone, cable and fiber optic utilities that 
was required as part of the Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities Grant   
 
Seth Thomas Clock Restoration, Northampton Office of Planning and Sustainability 
$30,000 
CPA funds will be used to completely restore the historic Seth Thomas Clock that was formerly 
located on the corner of Main Street and Strong Avenue.  Dedicated by Calvin Coolidge, the 
clock was a downtown fixture for one hundred years.  CPA funds were previously awarded for 
purchase and storage of the clock; when restored, it will be placed at the entrance to the newly-
renovated Pulaski Park. 
 
Fitzgerald Lake Boardwalk and Dock, Broad Brook Coalition, $30,000 
CPA Funds will be used to replace the bridge, boardwalk and dock that provide access to 
Fitzgerald Lake from the main parking area on North Farms Road.  In addition to volunteer 
work from Broad Brook Coalition, the City’s management partner for the Broad Brook 
Greenway, the project will also match a $50,000 federal Recreational Trails Grant. 
 
Historic Northampton Infrastructure Renovations, Historic Northampton: $131,310 
CPA funds will be used to continue priority rehabilitation work to allow the museum to secure its 
collections and buildings.  This award will allow important electrical work, and roof and window 
replacement at the Damon and Shepherd Houses. 
 
Mineral Hills Habitat Project, Northampton Office of Planning and Sustainability, $3,000 
CPA funds will be used to remove invasive species and create habitat for endangered turtles at a 
ten-acre section of the Mineral Hills.  Acquired by the City in 2012, this area is a former pasture, 
and undertaking this work to maintain the historic open field was identified as a priority in Laurie 
Sanders’ ‘Rediscovering Northampton 2015’ 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
Brian Adams 
Chair, City of Northampton Community Preservation Committee  
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City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Broad Brook Coalition submitted a CPA application for replacement 

and rehabilitation of the bridge, boardwalk, and dock at the Fitzgerald 
Lake Conservation Area;   

 
WHEREAS, the project has a great deal of public support, and will increase accessibility 

at the City’s largest and most visited conservation area; 
 
WHEREAS, CPA funds will leverage $50,000 in federal Recreational Trails Grant funds, 

as well as the volunteer work of members of the Broad Brook Coalition, one 
of the City’s valued open space partners;     

 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee voted unanimously to recommend that $30,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $30,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the Broad 
Brook Coalition for the Fitzgerald Lake Bridge, Boardwalk and Dock Project. And, that 
the grantee meets the conditions approved by the Community Preservation Committee, 
the Mayor, and City Council. 
 
Specifically, $30,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-
359930). 
 



16.012 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Office of Planning & Sustainability submitted an 

application for Community Preservation Act funding to move, store and 
purchase historic ornamentation for the Seth Thomas clock; 

 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Office of Planning & Sustainability already received CPA 

funding to purchase, move, and store the clock; 
 
WHEREAS, the privately owned clock was originally dedicated by Calvin Coolidge, and 

sat at Main Street and Strong Ave for nearly one hundred years; 
 
WHEREAS, the clock will ultimately be installed at Pulaski Park, at which point a 

permanent Historic Preservation Restriction will be created; 
 
WHEREAS, the Office of Planning and Sustainability will conduct a fundraising 

campaign for the Clock’s repair; 
 
WHEREAS, the clock or any of its components shall not be disposed of without City 

Council approval; 
 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015 the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee, voted 6-2 to recommend that $30,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $30,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the 
Northampton Office of Planning & Sustainability to move, store and purchase historic 
ornamentation for the Seth Thomas clock.  And, that the grantee meets the conditions 
approved by the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
  

Specifically, $14,690 is appropriated from the CPA Historic Reserve (account #2344930-

359932), and $15,310 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account 

#2344930-359930). 



16.013 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 

 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Department of Public Works submitted an application for 

Community Preservation Act funding for continued work toward 
renovation of Pulaski Park. 

 
WHEREAS, Pulaski Park is an important downtown resource, and the project will create 

a vibrant downtown greenspace. 
 
WHEREAS, the project meets the goals of the Sustainable Northampton Plan and the 

Open Space, Recreation and Multiuse Plans. 
 
WHEREAS, the Department of Public Works received extensive public input about the 

design of the Park, and the selected design reflects that process. 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council and CPA in 2013 and 2014 granted $1,698,500 in CPA 

funds to support the design and development of design plans and 
construction for the project, which broke ground in Fall, 2015. 

 
WHEREAS, CPA funds will be used to satisfy a condition of a $400,000 state Parkland 

Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities grant that overhead 
utilities be buried.  

 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee, voted 5-3 to recommend that $200,000 in CPA funds be used to 
support Phase One of the project. 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $200,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the 

Northampton Department of Public Works for additional funding for the Pulaski Park 

Renovation Project, for underground utility work or other construction expenses related 

to construction of Pulaski Park improvements.  And, that the grantee meets the 
conditions approved by the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City 
Council.   
  
Specifically, $145,000 is appropriated from the CPA Open Space Reserve (account 
#2344930-359931), and $55,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account 
#2344930-359930). 
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City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton Office of 

Planning and Sustainability submitted a CPA application for restoration of 
grass and brushland habitat in a ten acre section of the Mineral Hills;   

 
WHEREAS, the project meets the goals of the Sustainable Northampton Plan, 

Northampton Community Preservation Plan, and Open Space, Recreation 
and Multiuse Trail Plan to preserve agricultural and rural character and 
remove invasive species; 

 
WHEREAS, the project will create habitat that may be suitable for endangered species, 

and potentially restored agricultural land, and was recommended as a 
priority in a forest stewardship plan, as well as Laurie Sanders’ 
Rediscovering Northampton 2015, a management plan for conservation areas; 

 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee voted unanimously to recommend that $3,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $3,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the 
Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton OPS for the Mineral Hills 
Habitat  Project. And, that the grantee meets the conditions approved by the 
Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
 
Specifically, $3,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-
359930). 
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City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee 

Ordered, that 
 
 
WHEREAS, Historic Northampton, Inc. submitted an application for Community 

Preservation Act funding for continued work to restore, renovate and 
stabilize the Damon and Shepherd Houses, and protect historic artifacts; 

 
WHEREAS, CPA funds will be used to secure an important historic resource that is 

valued by the community and the region, on which the City holds a 
permanent preservation restriction; 

 
WHEREAS, the project has a great deal of community support, and will help preserve 

the City’s sense of place; 
 
WHEREAS, all work will be consistent with the Secretary of the Interior Standards for 

the Treatment of Historic Properties; 
 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015 the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee, voted unanimously to recommend that $131,310 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $131,310 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to Historic 
Northampton, Inc. for electrical work, roof and window replacement, and other related 
work to the Damon and Shepherd Houses. And, that the grantee meets the conditions 
approved by the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
  
Specifically, $131,310  is appropriated from the CPA Historic Preservation Reserve 

(account #2344930-359932). 
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City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
 
WHEREAS, Northampton Youth and Community Rowing submitted a CPA application 

for installation of a gate and signage at the new Connecticut River 
Greenway Riverfront Park;   

 
WHEREAS, the project meets the goals of the Sustainable Northampton Plan, 

Northampton Community Preservation Plan, and Open Space, Recreation 
and Multiuse Trail Plan regarding creation of a park and boathouse with 
riverfront access; 

 
WHEREAS, significant public and private funds have already been invested in the site, 

and the project will increase awareness of the park and programs offered 
there as a valuable public resource;     

 
WHEREAS, the parties involved in management of the site will develop a written 

agreement regarding use of the gate; 
 
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee voted unanimously to recommend that $5,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $5,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to 
Northampton Youth and Community Rowing for the Connecticut River Greenway Gate 
project. And, that the grantee meets the conditions approved by the Community 
Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
 
Specifically, $5,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-
359930). 
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City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

                            

Upon the recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee  

Ordered, that 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton Office of 

Planning and Sustainability submitted a CPA application for purchase of a 
17-acre parcel on Route 10 for permanent protection.  

 
WHEREAS, the parcel serves an important wildlife connection, that will preserve a 

natural link between the Oxbow and Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary, and the 
City’s western foothills. 

 
WHEREAS, the project meets the goals of the Sustainable Northampton Plan, 

Northampton Community Preservation Plan, and Open Space, Recreation 
and Multiuse Trail Plan to protect open space and provide for passive 
recreation. 

 
WHEREAS, CPA funds will be used as the local match for a state Local Acquisitions for 

Natural Diversity grant; and   
   
WHEREAS, on November 18, 2015, the Northampton Community Preservation 

Committee voted unanimously to recommend that $55,000 in Community 
Preservation Act funds be used to support this project. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 
 
That $55,000 be appropriated from Community Preservation Act funding to the 
Northampton Conservation Commission and Northampton OPS for the Rocky Hill 
Open Space Acquisition Project. And, that the grantee meets the conditions approved by 
the Community Preservation Committee, the Mayor, and City Council. 
 
Specifically, $55,000 is appropriated from the CPA Budgeted Reserve (account #2344930-
359930).  



16.020 

City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council       January 21, 2016 

 

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor    

 

Ordered, that 

 The following resolution be adopted by City Council: 

 

Resolved: Having convened in an open meeting on January 21, 2016, prior to the closing date, 

the Northampton City Council of the City of Northampton, in accordance with its charter, by-

laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to submit to the Massachusetts 

School Building Authority the Statement of Interest Form dated February 12, 2016 for the Leeds 

Elementary School located at 20 Florence Street, Florence, MA which describes and explains the 

following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an application may be submitted to 

the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the future.  

 

Priority Category 5- Replacement, Renovation or Modernization of School Facility 

Systems- 

 

The current EPDM and ballasted roofing systems have been in place since the school was 

renovated and expanded in 1991. At this point there is an immediate need to replace 

approximately 12,000 sf of rubber membrane and ballasted roofing with new EPDM roofing and 

flashing. Also, there is approximately 5,000 sf of standing metal seam roofing that is 

deteriorated and which needs to be rebuilt. 

 

The current roof system exhibits deterioration of the rubber membrane and ballasted roofs, 

metal roof trim and roof flashing. Rubber seams are split and lifting in places, and temporary 

repairs have been made over time. There are some places where the membrane fabric is 

beginning to show through. Also, there is deterioration of the seams of the gymnasium standing 

seam metal roof system, and there are water seepage issues related to the metal roof and 

masonry walls of the gymnasium. 

 

An independent roofing contractor examined the roof and conducted a full analysis in the early 

Fall of 2013. The roofing contractor took core samples to examine insulation levels and looked 

to see if insulation has been compromised by any leaks. The contractor’s report provided short 
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and long-term recommendations for addressing the roof system. It’s important to note that while 

the rubber roof system needs to be replaced, its deterioration hasn’t reached the point where the 

rigid insulation has been compromised to the point where the material will need to be replaced. 

 

And hereby further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form, 

the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the 

approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment from the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits the City of Northampton to filing an 

application with the Massachusetts School Building Authority. 



City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                                       

 

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor    

 

Ordered, that 

       The following resolution be adopted by the City Council: 

 

 

Resolved: Having convened in an open meeting on January 21, 2016, prior to the closing date, 

the Northampton City Council of the City of Northampton, in accordance with its charter, by-

laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to submit to the Massachusetts 

School Building Authority the Statement of Interest Form dated February 12, 2016 for the 

Bridge Street Elementary School located at 2 Parsons Street, Northampton, MA which describes 

and explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an application may 

be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the future.  

 

Priority Category 5- Replacement, Renovation or Modernization of School Facility 

Systems- 

 

The current EPDM roofing system has been in place since the school was renovated and 

expanded in 1991. At this point there is an immediate need to replace approximately 10,000 sf of 

rubber membrane with new EPDM roofing and flashing. Also, there is approximately 250 lf of 

brick parapet that is deteriorated and which needs to be rebuilt. 

 

The current roof system exhibits deterioration of the rubber membrane, metal roof trim and roof 

flashing. Rubber seams are split and lifting in places, and temporary repairs have been made 

over time. There are some places where the membrane fabric is beginning to show through.  

 

An independent roofing contractor examined the roof and conducted a full analysis in the early 

Fall of 2013. The roofing contractor took core samples to examine insulation levels and looked 

to see if insulation has been compromised by any leaks. The contractor’s report provided short 

and long-term recommendations for addressing the roof system. It’s important to note that while 

the rubber roof system needs to be replaced, its deterioration hasn’t reached the point where the 

rigid insulation has been compromised to the point where the material will need to be replaced. 



 

And hereby further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form, 

the Massachusetts School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the 

approval of an application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment from the 

Massachusetts School Building Authority, or commits the City of Northampton to filing an 

application with the Massachusetts School Building Authority. 
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City of Northampton 

MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016        

Upon the recommendation of the Office of Planning and Sustainability and the Conservation 

Commission 

 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, On August 20, 1992, City Council approved the purchase of a parcel of land from 

Richard Abuza to add to the Broad Brook/Fitzgerald Lake Greenway; 

 

WHEREAS, The City Council Order included a condition, added on the floor of City Council, 

“that hunting be allowed on the property except within 300 feet of walking trails; 

 

WHEREAS, In all other conservation areas, the Conservation Commission has the discretion to 

write their own regulations and to determine where hunting should and should not 

be allowed based on the City’s Open Space, Recreation and Multiuse Trail Plan 

and based on site specific conditions. 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 

City Council hereby removes said condition that “hunting be allowed on the property,” leaving it 

to the Conservation Commission to write their own regulations for hunting on this property, as 

they do for all other conservation property. 

 

 

 

 



16.018 

City of Northampton 

MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council, January 21, 2016 

 

Upon the recommendation of the Office of Planning and Sustainability and the Department of 

Public Works 

 

Ordered, that 
 

WHEREAS, Green Infrastructure keeps rain close to where it falls, using structures to improve 

on-site infiltration, such as rain gardens, green roofs and permeable pavements, to 

promote cleaner, slower, and smaller storm flows to nearby rivers and streams;  

 

WHEREAS, Green Streets are a subset of Green Infrastructure in which the street handles 

significant amounts of stormwater on site through use of vegetated and/or soil-

infiltration facilities. Green Streets can include landscaped street-side planters or 

swales or tree box filters or porous pavement that capture stormwater runoff and 

allow it to soak into the ground as soil and vegetation filter pollutants. 

 

WHEREAS, The city’s Green Streets and Infrastructure policy demonstrates the City’s 

commitment to building comparable infrastructure required for private 

developments and complements the City’s complete streets ordinance.  The City 

recognizes: 

1. Stormwater runoff from streets, roads, parking lots, and other impervious 

urban surfaces is a significant source of water pollution to our rivers, streams 

and water bodies 

2. Green Streets can provide cost-effective infrastructure solutions to reduce and 

manage stormwater runoff and flooding from more intense storm and flooding 

events and can reduce localized flooding from surcharging, providing some 

adaptation to climate change. 

3. Green Streets can improve water quality by filtering stormwater, removing 

contaminants, including total suspended solids (TSS), organic pollutants /oils, 

and heavy metals, and cooling the stormwater before it encounters 

groundwater or surface water bodies, which benefits watershed health.  

4. Green Streets foster unique and attractive streetscapes that protect and 

enhance neighborhood livability, integrate the built and natural environments, 

enhance the pedestrian environment, and introduce park-like elements into 

neighborhoods. 

5. Green Streets encourage the planting of landscapes and trees which contribute 

environmental benefits such as reduced summer air temperatures, reductions 

in global warming through carbon sequestration and air pollution screening.  



 

 

6. Green infrastructure can reduce the long-term costs of gray infrastructure 

maintenance, and complement gray infrastructure with hybrid systems of 

gray, piped infrastructure combined with green, vegetated infrastructure. 

7. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 

System (MS4) stormwater permits will require that the city control the amount 

and quality of stormwater discharged from the MS4s to rivers, streams, lakes, 

ponds, and wetlands. 

8. Recharge of groundwater sources is a key mitigation activity under the soon to 

be amended Massachusetts Water Management Act regulations 310 CMR 

36.00. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 

The City of Northampton policy is to promote the use of green street facilities and green 

infrastructure in public and private development through regulation, capital investment, and 

management mechanisms as a cost-effective and sustainable practice for stormwater 

management in current and future projects when technically and economically feasible. This 

includes road development and reconstruction, bicycle and pedestrian projects, stormwater 

projects, and other development and redevelopment. It is city policy to: 

1. Incorporate and maintain green street facilities and green infrastructure into all City-funded 

development, redevelopment, and enhancement projects, to the extent technically and 

economically feasible, and utilizing the best technology available at the time to meet water 

quality goals with the lowest lifecycle costs; and 

2. Ensure that regulations require and incentivize all development to incorporate some green 

streets and green infrastructure features; and 

3. Ensure coordination and communication between City departments, in particular Public 

Works and Planning and Sustainability, to ensure implementation of this policy, as well as 

fully addressing competing priorities. 

 

 

 

 

 



City of Northampton 
MASSACHUSETTS 

_________ 

 

In City Council                                    

 

  Upon recommendation of the Mayor David J. Narkewicz   

 

AN ORDER AUTHORIZING THE EXPANSION OF PULASKI PARK IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH MASS. GEN. LAWS, c. 45, § 3 AND THE SUBMISSION OF CERTAIN LAND TO 

THE PROVISIONS OF AMENDMENT ARTICLE 97 OF THE MASSACHUSETTS 
CONSITUTION AND THE PROVISIONS  

 

WHEREAS: Pulaski Park is a community-wide asset and the preservation and improvements to this 
Park are a City priority as evidenced in the Open Space, Recreation and Multiuse Trail 
Plan: 2011-2018; and  

WHEREAS: Pulaski Park is dedicated to park and recreation purposes under M.G.L. Section 45, 
Section 3: and 

WHEREAS: The Phase 2 Overlook Expansion of Pulaski Park, guided in principal by the Open Space 
Plan, will greatly enhance this facility with improved infrastructure, outdoor public 
meeting space, path systems, site lighting, universal access, etc.; and 

WHEREAS: The main focus of the plan is to renovate Pulaski Park to enrich the enjoyment by all 
residents and visitors to the City.  The project cost and fiscal constraints prevented the 
City from proceeding with renovations to the Park; and 

WHEREAS: The Park renovations were viewed as a project that might be implemented in a series of 
phases over time or as one project when fiscal resources became available, with the 
intention of securing grant funding, when and if available, to assist in this effort; and 

WHEREAS: The Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) has awarded the City 
a grant of  $400,000 through the Parklands Acquisitions and Renovations for 
Communities Grant (PARC) program (301 CMR 5.00) for phase 2 of the renovation and 
expansion of Pulaski Park; and 

WHEREAS: The expansion of Pulaski Park includes land not subject to the provisions of Amendment 
Article 97 of the Massachusetts Constitution; and 

WHEREAS: The Grant requires that the additional land be subjected to the provisions of Article 97, 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 

That City Council authorizes the Mayor to execute a deed or other such instrument as may be reasonable 
and necessary to expand Pulaski Park in accordance with M.G.L. c. 45, § 3 to include the parcel of land 
shown as “Proposed Parcel C Area = 14,192 +/- s.f.” on a plan entitled “Plan of Land in Northampton, 
Massachusetts Surveyed for the City of Northampton,” dated January 18, 2016, and to subject said 
Proposed Parcel C to the provisions of Amendment Article 97 of the Massachusetts Constitution.  

And that the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to take such other actions as are necessary to carry out the 
terms, purposes, and conditions of this Order, including specifically reserving the right of the city to 
repair, maintain, and replace underground utilities.   
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16.003 

City of Northampton 
Massachusetts 

 

In the Year Two thousand sixteen 

Upon the Recommendation of  Mayor David J. Narkewicz 

16.003 
AN ORDINANCE 

To delete fees from Chapter 174 of Code Book 
 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of 

Ordinances, City of Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising  § Chapter 174  

of said Code; providing that Fees. 

 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Northampton, in city Council assembled, as 

follows: 

Section 1:  that § Chapter 174 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Northampton 

Massachusetts, be amended so that such section shall read as follows: 

Section   §Chapter 174 

Delete 

Chapter 174 shall be deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following wording:   

Reserved:  see fee schedule on www.northamptonma.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.northamptonma.gov/


  Refer to Ordinance and Planning Board 
 

16.005 

CITY OF NORTHAMPTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

In the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen 

 

Upon the Recommendation of Office of Planning and Sustainability & Planning Board 

 

16.004 

An Ordinance 

Relative to specifications on sign lighting in residential and commercial districts 

and creating specifications for dynamic display boards. 

 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts, providing that the Code of Ordinances, City of 

Northampton, Massachusetts, be amended by revising section 350-7.2 7.3 7.4 of said code; providing for 

specifications on sign lighting in residential and commercial districts and creating specifications for 

dynamic display boards. 

 

ORDINANCE  

 

An Ordinance of the City of Northampton, Massachusetts. Be it ordained by the City Council of the City 

of Northampton, in City Council assembled, as follows:  

 

 SECTION 1  

 

That §350-7.2 of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 
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7.2 B amended as shown: 

A sign (including temporary interior window displays or banners) or its illuminator shall not by reason of 

its location, shape, size, or color interfere with traffic or be confused with or obstruct the view or 

effectiveness of any official traffic sign, traffic signal, or traffic marking. A sign or any part thereof which 

moves or flashes, all signs of the traveling light or animated type, and all beacons and flashing devices are 

prohibited, except that such portions of a sign as consist solely of indicators of time and/or temperature or 

automatically changing message shall comply with the the requirments herein as dynamic display be 

permitted if the Planning Board and Chief of Police determine that the sign is not a hazard to traffic and 

pedestrian safety. All illumination of signs must be in conformance with § 350-12.2. 

7.2T  {New subsection in general sign standards to define outdoor dynamic display}  

Dynamic display sign means any sign designed for outdoor use that is capable of displaying a video 

signal, including, but not limited to, cathode-ray tubes (CRT), light-emitting diode (LED) displays, 

plasma displays, liquid-crystal displays (LCD), or other technologies used in commercially available 

televisions or computer monitors. Signs with this technology which are placed by a public agency for the 

purpose of directing or regulating pedestrian or vehicle movement use are exempt from this ordinance. 

7.2U  {New subsection in general sign standards to prohibit mobile dynamic display}  

 A dynamic display sign on, in, or part of any portable/mobile vehicle parked in view of the public 

way, whether registered or unregistered and which carries, displays, any sign or billboard for the primary 

purpose of advertising will be regulated as a ground sign (see relevant district allowances for ground 

signs). 

  

  

That §350-7.3 of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 

7.3C {Signs in Residential Districts}  

Institutional and other non-residential uses in residential districts allowed in accordance with: 

1) Each membership club, funeral establishment, nursing care facilityhospital, , community facility or 

public utility may have one  ground identification sign (not to exceedup to a maximum of 10 square feet 

in surface area).  If signs are illuminated, they may only be illuminated between the hours of 7 AM and 10 

PM. 

2) C and churches, community facilities centersnot places of public assembly, schools may have one 

additional ground sign up to a maximum of(not to exceed 40 square feet in surface area),.  Such signs 

shall be set back at least 1/2 the required depth of the front yard setback.  provided that such sign(s), if 

lighted, shall be illuminated internally or by indirect method with white light only and in conformance 

with § 350-12.2, .  Signs may only be illuminated between the hours of 7 AM and 10 PM.  Signs may 

contain dynamic display, as defined in 7.2T above, so long as the following are met: 

a) The dynamic display area may be no more than one-half the total sign area 
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b) Minimum display time between display changes shall be 30 minutes.  Transition time to 

next display shall be less than one second. 

c) Display boards shall not emit sound. 

d) If images are displayed, only static, non-fluctuating, non-changing video images allowed.   

e) Signs must have photocells that automatically dim in dark conditions in direct correlation 

to natural ambient light conditions.  At no time, shall the sign lights be greater than .3 

footcandles above ambient light conditions.  

 

3)and such signs shall be set back at least 1/2 the required depth of the front yard setback. Tourist 

home/bed-and-breakfast establishmentsfacilities may have one identification sign, attached flush to the 

structure (not to exceed three square feet in surface area), provided that such sign, if lighted, shall be 

illuminated by indirect method with white light only in conformance with § 350-12.2 and may only be 

illuminated between the hours of 7 AM and 10 PM.. 

That §350-7.3D of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 

7.3D. For approved residential subdivisions, townhouse, multifamily, and open space developments, one 

ground sign identifying the development, provided that: 

 (4) If lighted, it shall be illuminated internally, or by indirect method with white light only and must be in 

conformance with § 350-12.2may only be illuminated between the hours of 7 AM and 10 PM. No 

dynamic displays allowed . 

That §350-7.4B6 / D of the Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 

New 7.4B6- {Illumination for wall signs Commercial district sign section} 

Dynamic displays shall comply with: 

a) Minimum display time between display changes shall be 1 minute.  Transition time to 

next display shall be less than one second.  

b) Display boards shall not emit sound. 

c) The display must be turned off at the close of business 

d) Signs must have photocells that automatically dim in dark conditions in direct correlation 

to natural ambient light conditions.  At no time, shall the sign lights be greater than .3 

footcandles above ambient light conditions.  

  

 

7.4D Business signs shall be permitted as ground signs as follows350.12.2.  Dynamic displays 

must comply with 7.4B6, above except the following.  Informational boards may emit sound only if such 

boards are used as accessory to drive-through sales and service establishments and if they are not 

directed/oriented to the street. Such boards are not considered ground signs under these provisions.  : 

 

In all I, BP and PV Districts, the following exterior signs, and no others, are permitted: 

A. Signs permitted in § 350-7.3 (R Districts), subject to the same regulations. 

B. Business signs shall be permitted as follows: 
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(1)7.5   In all GI and BP Districts and for PV Districts as provided in Subsection D below not more than 

two wall signs for each building, provided that each sign: 

 (c) If lighted, iteach shall be illuminated internally or by indirect method with white light only and shall 

be in conformance with § 350-12.2- comply with lighting standards in 7.4B(6) whether dynamic or static; 

 (3)In all OI, GI and BP Districts, and for PV Districts as provided in Subsection D below, one ground 

sign for each building, provided that: 

 (d)If lighted, it shall 2comply with lighting standards in 7.4B(6) whether dynamic or static displaybe 

illuminated internally or by indirect method with white light only and shall be in conformance with § 350-

12.2. 
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